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SUMMARY 
| er Oke tae 


Books contained in the Fourtu Votume. 


De Pre Le of the TWENT Y- FIRST 
| | BOOK. 


ARTHER memoirs of the year 1605. De- 
tails of the finances and of government. 
Reflections of the author upon the taille, la gabelle, 
&c. Debts of France; difcharged. Flourifhing 
ftate of the kingdom. Henry 1V’s application to 
_ the affairs of ftate: his letters to Rofny. Death 
of Clement VII. Leo XI. owes his exaltation to 
the protection of Henry: his death. Paul V. 
Pope. Panegyric of the embafly. of the count of 
Béthune. Brief of Paul V. to Rofny ; the efteem 
in which this minifter isheld at Rome. Farther 
affairs of Spain, Flanders, and England. The 
kings of France and England diffatisfied with Spain. 
Affairs of the proteftants: informations given to 
Henry of their bad defigns: Rofny’s opinion of 
the prefent ftate of this body. Indifpofition of — 
Henry. Affembly of the proteftants at Chiatelle- 
raut: the views of Henry and the huguenots in 
calling .this aflembly:. Rofny fent thither on the 
part of the king: his public and private inftruétions: 
his converfation with queen Margaret: Intrigues 
of the duke of, Bouillon and his party-againft Rof- 


ny : his wife conduét in the affembly: his bold 
Vor, IV. 8. fpeech 


SUMMARY, 


fpeech at the opening of it: he refufes to be prefi- 
dent of this affembly. 


SUMMARY of th TWENTY-SE- 


COND BOOK. | 


F'ARTHER memoirs of the year 1605. Con- 

tinuation of the account of the affembly held 
at Chatelleraut, New artifices of the duke of 
Bouillon: his letters to the king and affembly. 
Imprifonment of the Luquifies. Different advices 
given to Henry IV. concerning the feditious : Rof- 
ny’s opinion of thefe advices. Rofny difconcerts © 
the fchemes of the proteftants at Chatelleraut : he 
concludes every thing at that aflembly to the ad- ? 
vantage and fatisfaétion of the king. The affairs 
of the deputies general : that of the cautionary ci- 
ties, &c. His advice is not regarded in the affair 
of Orange: difmiffes the aflembly; declares’ the 
king’s pleafure to them ; and returns to give an 
account of his proceedings to his majefty. Hen- 
ry’s journey to Limofin: Rofny accompanies him 
thither. Turenne, andthe other places belonging 
to the duke of Bouillon, furrender to the king, 
His majefty's return. Rofny holds the chamber 
Les Grands Fours. Myrargues, and thetwo Lu- | 
quifies beheaded. Death of Theodore de Beze. . 
Rofny quarrels with the count of Soiffons, on ac- 
count of fome privileges annexed.to the poft of 
grand mafter of the ordinance: with the duke 
d’Epernon, upon account’of the city of Rochelle : 
Henry’s reception of: the deputies of this city. 
Rofny’s return to Paris : account of his proceed- 
ings. Queen Margaret arrives at Paris; her re- 
ception from their majefties. Memorial of Rofny 
upon duels, wherein he explains the origin, ‘and the 
different cuftoms of duelling. » Henry’s blameable 
indulgence in this refpeét >the good and bad fortune 
of this prince, ir} ba 


~ SUM: 


SUMMARY: 


SUMMARY of th TWENTY- 
THIRD BOOK. 


a MEMOIRS of the year 1606. Rofny prefents 


medals to the king. The king and queen 
confer with Rofny on the fubjeét of their quarrels. 
Converfation between Henry IV. and Rofny upon 
- politics, in which they concert meafures.to humble 
the houfe of Auftria. Rofny is made duke and 
peer of France. The expedition to Sedan: in- 
“trigues at court upon this occafion. Letters from 
. the duke of Sully to the duke of Bouillon: his ad- 
“vice to Henry: difgufted upon account of the 
treaty of Sedan: complains of Villeroi. Sully’s 
advice to Henry to feize the fortrefles in the earl- 
-dom of Saint-Paul; which is not liftened to: 
‘Henry offended with him upon account of his en- 
. try into Paris. Differences of Paul V. with the 
: Venetians. Henry gives good advice to both par- 
ties. + The city of Metz has adifpute with the je- 
-fuits: new favours granted them by Henry. Ad- 
venture of father Cotton on the fubjeét of Adrian- 
“ne De-Frefne. Difputes upon religion; with the 
‘Clergy, on the fubje of the council of Trent ; 
between the catholics and the proteftants of Ro- 
chelle. Ceremony of the baptifm of the children 
of France, Regulations upon the gabelle and the 
eleétions.’ Other operations and regulations in the 
finances. Private life of Henry : his amufements : 
converfation between him and the courtiers. Mili- 
tary affairs in Spain and Flanders. Reflections upon 


“this war. Other foreign affairs. ees againit 


the king of England. 
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SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY of -the TWENT Y- 
FOURTH BOOK. 


À EMOIRS of the year 1607. Occupations and 

* letters of Henry IV. Death of the chanceller 
Bellievre. Birth of the fecond fon of France. Hen- 
ry’s fricndthip for Sully, and his great confidence 
in him... A quarrel, between them, in which Henry 
firft feeks a reconciliation... Sully. does the king 
great. fervice in the aflembly of the. proteftants at 
Rochelle, in the difpute between. father Séguiran 
and the Rochellers. :New grants. made by Henry 


to the jefuits. Plots carried’ on by. Spain, in the 


court and the council, againit Henry and Sully: a 
converfation between them on this fubjeét ; and Sul- 
ly’s advice'to the king : he does the king other fer- 
vices in the quarrels which happen at court. A far- 
ther account of the war between Spainand the Unit- 
ed Provinces. Sully’s, fentiments concerning the 
offers made by the Hlemmings to the king : a coun- 
cil is he'd on that occafion... The Flemmings gain 
a naval viétory over the, Spaniards. ; Conferences 
for a fufpenfion of arms,-and for a truce. A far- 
ther account of the-difputes of Spain, the Grifons, 
and La-Valteline. . Affairs of Germany; England, 
and other foreign ftates.… The quarrel. between the 


_ Pope and the Venetians. terminated by the media- 


tion of Henry. Brief of Paul V. to Sully. Sul- 
ly’s. labours in the finances, the police, and other 
parts of government.. Artifices of the courtiers 
to ruin him: he forms the fcheme of a new coun- 


_cil, which is not carried into execution. Other af- 


fairs of the finances, government, &c. Henry’s 
expences in gaming, in manufactures, &c. His 
private life and domeftic uneafinefs. He reftores 


Sedan to the duke of Bouillon. 


SUM- 


SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY of the TWENTY-FIFTH 
BOOK. 


MEMOIRS of the year 1608, Interludes and 

balls at the Arfenal. A pleafant adventure 
between the duke of Sully and Pimentel.. Great 
offers made by Henry to Sully, which the latter refu- 
fes. The amours and miftrefles of Henry IV. an in- 
terefting converfation between him and Sully, on the 
uneafinefs he fuffered from thequeen, the marchio- 
nefs of Verneuil, and their creatures : he employs 
Sully to pacify them. Birth of the third fon of 
France. Sully is made umpire between the king 


and the marchionefs de Verneuil. Quarrels, in 


which the prince of Joinville, the count of Som- 
merive, and the duke of Eguillon, are concerned ; 

with other court intrigues. Difficulty in concluding: 
the marriage of the duke of Vendôme and mademoi- 
felle'de Mercœur. A fedition among the heads of 
the proteftants ; and the affairs of that party. Ser- 
vices which Sully does the king in the aflembly of 
proteftants at Gergeau. Private life of Henry. 

He gives the bifhopric of Metz to the duke of Ver- 
neuil. The clergy obtain fome grants of the king, 
but are! denied others. Henry carries on public 
works at his own éxpence : money which he lofes 
at play. A great rifing of the Loire. Affairs of 
the finances 3; of the police; ‘and other parts of the 
government. Sully’s memorial upon the taille. 
Reflections upon the changes which have been made 
-in the government of this “kingdom. ‘The duke of 
Mantua comes to Paris. | A farther account of the 


affairs of the United Provinces. The truce is con- © 


cluded : the part Henry has in it. The weak con- 
edition of:Spain. , The revolt of the Moors, and 
their expulfion from Spain. Affairs of Germany. 


SUM- 
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SUMMARY. 


SUMMARY of the TWENTY- 
SIX TM BOOK. 


MEMOIRS of the year 1609. Papers relating 

to the finances: a debate on this fubject be- 
tween the duke of Sully and the chancellor de Sil- 
lery. Sully entertains the king at the Arfenal. Fa- 
ther Cotton indifcreetly reveals a fecret, for which 
Henry. blames Sully : an important converfation 
between them, upon the plots carried on by the 
court and by Spain, againft the life of Henry, upon 


his paffion for the princefs of Condé, &c. Sully’s 


advice'to the king. Scheme of a cabinet of ftate, 
to be ufeful for every part of the government. 
Different methods of raifing money, when necef- ~ 
fary. Regulations againft luxury, and‘abufes in 
the law ; and other piecesof this cabinet. Henry’s 


-defcription of his three minifters. Other particulars 


of the finances, and of the government. Ediét 
againft fraudulent bankrupts. Another ediét againft 
duels. Plots of the courtiers againit Sully. Flight 
of the prince of Condé; and other particulars of 
that affair. Henry receives falfe informations 


againft the proteftants. A difcovery of a confpi- 


racy formed at La- Fléche againft Henry’s life: 


SUMMARY of the TWENTY- 
SEVEN TRH'tBO OK: | 


CONTINUATION of the memoirs of 1609— 
1610. Foreign affairs. Treaty for a truce 
between Spain and the United Provinces, and of 
the mediation of the kings of France and England. 
Article in favour of the prince of Epinoy. Hen- 


ry obliges the grand duke of Tufcany to make him 


reparation for the affront offered to his ambaffador. 
Other affairs of Germany, Italy, and Switzerland. 
Death of the duke of Cleves. An hiftorical and 
political memorial upon the difputes for this fuccef- ~ 

fion. 


SUMMARY. 


fion. The German princes put themfelves under 
the protection of Henry IV. A converfation be- 
tween Henry and the duke of Sully upon this fub- 
‘ jet; and upon the execution of the great defion, 
Henry entertains fufpicions of Sully. Succefs of 


the negotiations in the feveral courts of Europe. . 


Henry’s indifcretion in difclofing his defigns: con- 
verfations between the king and his minifter upon 
this expedition. A council of regency eftablifhed ; 
and other preparations within and without the king- 
dom, Prefages of the approaching death of Hen- 
ry IV. converfations between him and Sully upon 
this fubjeét. Information of aconfpiracy; and the 
affair of mademoifelle de Coman. Ceremony of 
the queen’s coronation. Parricide committed on 
the perfon of Henry the Great: Sully’s behaviour 
on receiving the news of it: particulars of this af- 
faffination, and upon fome of the later days of 
Henry’s life, An account of the affairs of the 
ftate and the court after Henry’s death, Judgment 
of the different opinions concerning the caufes and 
authors of the king’s affaffination, 
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HE uneafnef I fuffered from the King 
relapfe into doubts and. fufpicions of my 
conduct encroached upon part of that time 
I ufed.to devote entirely. to the adminiftration of the 
finances ; but it never leflened my attention to the 
duties of my feveral employments. I laboured this 
year to ‘prove the alienations and ufurpations that 
‘had been made upon the crown lands, and to clear 
exactly all the penfions upon the: tailles, gabelles, 
‘decimes, aides, and other parts of the revenue; 
as well as all the debts contracted either by the King, 


or by the cities, counties, and communities, Up- 


on calculating thefe fums, I found that the aliena- 
tions, penfions, and debts, from the time they were 
firft fettled and contracted to the prefent year, had 
coft the kingdom above an hundred and me mil: 
lions *. ti is ftill more extra ordinary, that all the 


¢ 


# € Nothing léfstthan the” in- ‘\ charge of ‘an’ hundred inillions, 
furmountable courage (of; the “by paying off fome, ‘and lefign> 
duke of Sully was fufficient to §* ing others of the debts of the 
, retrieve the diforders of the re- ‘ crown, &c.. He always fecond- 
“€ venue, by difincumbering the “ ed. the king in the glorious de- 
Lee Sue SO lands From, a  figns of eafing . his .psople,” 
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money arifing from thofe taxes with which the ftate 
was overburdened, and in appearance no advantages 
gained by them, had for the moft part been either 
ufurped by thofe perfons who were at firft employed 
in the verification of them, or divided, fold, and 
alienated by them to others. The king would not 
believe this; but I made it plain, by means of two 

apers which fell into my hands: the firft was, a 
lift of thofe perfons who had been concerned in the 
farm of the falt, during the leafe. of. Champigny 
and Noel de Here: the number amounted to twen- 
ty, from Paris, the court, and even the council, 
and each had from fifty thoufand livres to one hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand crowns a-piece, the whole 
amounting to nine millions feven hundred thirty- 
eight thoufand livres: the other paper, dated O&o- 
ber 27, 1585, is an agreement between the fuperin- 
tendant D’O and thofe who farmed the falt, for a 
fifth part: D’O prevailed upon Antony Fafchon, © 


a notary, to be fecurity for that whole fum to the 


farmers before mentioned. | 

By the fame practices his majefty was defrauded 
of almoft all the revenue arifing from the aids and 
parties cafuelles. Gondy had prevailed with Incar- 
ville, and the other members of the council with 
whom he fhared, to have that money affigned to 
him, for the payment of fome debts which he pre- 
tended were due to him from the king. Difficult 
as it was to find out thefe frauds and connivances, I 
made fuch ftriét enquiries, that I difcovered three 
millions that were to come to the treafury. As it 
was merely with a view to relieve the people, that I 
thus from time to time ftripped the ufurpers of mo- 
ney that did not belong to them, in proportion to 
my difcoveries, I made very confiderable abatements 
in the king’s name upon the taille, that perpetual 
fource of abufes and vexations of all kinds, as well 


Political Effay on Commetce, ch. with the greateft encomiums, if 
19, M. Claudius de L’Ifle fpeaks the Abridgment of his Univerfal 
of him in the fame manner, and Hiftory, vol. V. p. sor. 
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in the affeflment as collection: it is greatly to be 1605. 


wifhed, though hardly to be hoped for, that one “WW 
day or other the fund of this part of the king’s 


revenue may be wholly changed *. 


* Thefe abufes aiid vexations 
äré {6 flagrant and apparent, that 
our kings and their minifters have 
frequently attempted to find fome 
remedy for them, by entirely 
changing the form of this branch 
ef the revenue of France; but the 
difficulties the author fpeaks of 
have always intervened, and ren- 
dered their endeavours fruitlefs. 
However, one attempt has been 
made in our days, which feemed 
to promife a more happy fuccefs, 
though hitherto its progrefs has not 
been very rapid: I will take the 
liberty of explaiñing the naturé of 
it here, ; 

_ An unhappy prejudice prevails 
in this kingdom, and I believe in 
all monarchical governments, which 
we cannot be too folicitous to de- 
troy; the minds of the peo- 
ple being thereby kept in a perpe- 
tual ftate of diftruft of every thing 
undertaken by their foveteign. 
From this diffidence alone great 
part of the fame mifchievous effects 
arife, which an abfolute difobe- 
dience could produce. The preju- 
dice I mean is, that the good of 
the people is never thé motive of 
the a@ions of kings; but that, 
on the contrary, no changes are 
made in their fituation, but fuch 
as tend to render them more mife- 
fable. 

- Itis impoffible but fo confidera- 
ble a change as is propofed to be 
made in thé taille, muft, from its 
own nature, be fübje&t to great 
difficulties, Now I apprehend it 
will not be fufficient that thefe dif- 
ficulties have been overcome in the 
minds of the few who have formed 
and perfeéted this fcheme, but they 
muft alfo be cleared up to thofe 
whom it is neceffary to employ in 
the execution of it; for the man- 


ner of executing a work of this 
nature i$ in no degree analogous to 
that in which a building may be 
ereéted : the latter being eff.éted 
by tHe mere mechanical co-opera- 
tion of the hands of the workmen 
with the defign of the architeét é 
whereas to Carry on and complete 
the former, it is abfolutely necef- 
fary that the nature of it fhould be 
as clearly conceived by thofe who 
are to put it in execution, as by 
thofe who forméd the plan, But 
two thifigs ftand in oppeñtion to 
this, which it will become necef- 
fary to remove, the one by the 
means of information, the other 
by punifhment; thefe are, thé 
want of knowledge, and the want 
of diligence in the fubaltern offi- 
cers; the latter making them difo- 
bey the orders of their fuperiors, 
and the former, though theif in- 
tehtion be evet fo good, occafion= 
ing them to execute every thing 
wrong. 

This teafon aloné would be fuf- 
ficient to prove, that what relates 
to the general receipt of the taille 
proportionelle, ought not to be en- 
trufted to the affeffors and other 
officers of the intendants of the 
finances ; I dare not fay, to thé 
intendants themfelves, and thofe 
acting in immediate fubordination 
to them, who are generally taken 
by them at random, out of the of- 
ficers of the police, or the reve- 
hue ; and who having other bufi- 
nefs of their own, cannot fpare 
the time neceffary for the other 
but as artificers are fent for from 
the metfopolis, when any work is 
to be performed exceeding thé ca- 
pacity ef common workmen ; fo 
the council ought to chufe and ap- 
point, for the management of the 
general receipts, commiffioners of 
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I place the gabelle after thetaille. Inever thought 
wry any thing mote capricious and tyrannical, than to 
oblige a private man to buy up more falt than‘he is’ 
willing or able to ufe, and then hinder hiny to fell 


integrity and a ate fufficiently 


authorifed, and perfeétly inftruét- 
ed in the nature of their bufinefs, 
and who fhould be allowed all the 
time and expences that are requi- 
fite. If they are too much hur- 
ried, part of the remarks neceffa- 
ry for them to make on the diffe- 
rent particulars of the bufinefs of 
the provinces will efcape their ob- 
fervation ; and if their falaries are 
ijl paid, or not to be received by 
them without difficulties, neceffity 
may induce them to.betray their 
truft, This impor tant work cer- 
tainly demands all poffible atten- 
tion. | 

When one confiders how power- 
ful an influence the bonds of pa- 
_fociety, or 
even mere neighbourhood, have on 
mankind ; how, ftrongly, they are 
affected by different interefts, as 
well perfonal as focial; the fear of 
difpleafing, the defire of obliging, 
the, ambition of being honoured 


. and careffed by their countrymen, 


the dependance on a fuperior, who, 
according to hiscaprice, can make 
his dependant fenfible of his fupe- 
riority, by depriving him of his 
office, or by unjuft reprimands ; 
and the innumerable other motives 
which tie up a man’s hands in the 
midft of his family and country- 
men ; a thoufand reafons will ap- 
pear againft employing the ordina- 
ry officers in the bufinefs of the 
new taille. This affertion is con- 
firmed by the teftimony of feveral 
perfons, who having with great 
application confi dered what were 
the defigns of the council, in con- 
flituting this kind of operation, and 
afterwards kept a watchful eye on 
the manner in which it daily ap- 
pears, to be executed by the officers 
in their feveral diftri@s, have with 


‘great concern found, that, out of 


*2 
£ 


fifty of thefe officers, there is per 
haps not one whofe. manner of ex- 
ecuting his bufinefs does not render 
the-new method more odious than 
the old. 

Thefe ‘motives and thefe diffe 
culties, a perfect knowledge of M. 
de Vauban’s plan, the fmall dif- 
ficulty there was in eftablifhing it 
when trial was made of it, the 
happinefs thofe few. parithes, full 
continue to enjoy which have found 
the means of preferving it amongft 
them, the experience every day 
furnifhes that the dixieme (which 
in its own nature is but a fpecies 
of. the dixme) has every poffible 
advantage over the taille and other 
impofi tions ; all thefe, I fay, muft 
convince every judicious man, that 
it will be found abfolutely necef- 
fary to recur to the eftablifhment of 
the royal dixme, as being of ali 
methods the moft fimple, the leaft 
expenfive,. and the leaft burden- 
fome to. the people ; and that when 
it was, propofed by this able and 
virtuous patriot, it was not received 
with all the regard it merited, 
The maxim, that enabling the peo- 
ple to live at their eafe willendan- 
ger their revolting, is as falfe as it 
is cruel. It moft certainly is alfo 
the intereft of the people, if well 
underftood, that the king fhould 
be perfeétly acquainted with the 
true value of what they poffefs, 
and confequently the real ftrength 
of his kingdom 5 that, without re- 
gard to exemptions or any unjuft 
privileges, all his majefty’s fubjeéts 
fhould be equally taxed; and that 
commerce and induftry fhould meet 
with all poffible encouragement. 
As to any furiher refleétions which 
may be made cn this matter, we 
will refer to that excelient work 
itfelf, compofed by M, Vauban, 
and intituled, Dixme Royale, &c. 
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the overplus. I) once exprefied my fentiments ‘of 1602. 
this. practice freely to.the king, who defired me to y 
give him a circumftantial:memoir upon it; as for 
example, . the prime.coft.of the falt ‘at the falt-pits, 
of the expences till it.was fold, of its diftribution 
into granaries, and;other queflions relating to it: 
his majefty didnot tell me what.ufe-he intended to 


make.of this memoir. 


I drew it up with the ut- 


amoft-expedition,: and as near the truthas1 was able; 
for, qn, account,of the reafonsd there gave, it was 
hardly -poffible to fix the: true value of things. 
However, |ithis’ memorial produced no confequen- 
ces, every thing remained in the fame ftate as be- 
‘fore; »which thews-how difficult it is to reform a- 
bufes-iwhichthe ignorance, precipitancy; and fhort- 
fightednefs of thofe antients who. are propofed to us 
vas infallible guides, have introduced into the firft 
regulations, even when other impofts, far more rea- 
fonable, fuch asthe tithes and entries, feem both to 
point out the way, and make it eafy *. 
The debts -contraéted by the provinces, town- 
‘“houfes, and corporations, were not lefs troublefome 
to the kingithan his own: I was continually foli- 


* It is, well known what is the 
met produce to the king of the ga- 
belle, or falt duty, after all expen- 
_ces paid ; and itis not, confequent- 
ly, difficult to difcover, to what 
thofe expences amount on each 
minot of falts: Why fhould not 
the king at once take the price of 
each minot of fait on the firft fale, 
and at the falt pits themfelves ? 
Why fhould not the fame be done 
in the cafe of the aids ? This quef- 
tion, fimple as itis, hasbeen afked 
long ago. The cardinal of Riche- 
‘lieu, in this refpeét, following the 
opinion of ‘his predeceffor in the 
eminiftry, Teft. Politique, part II. 
chap. ix. § 7. Perefixe, the au- 
thor of the Effay on Commerce, 
ch. v. and many other able politi- 
cians after him, unanimoufly pro- 
nounce fentence againft an impoft 


like this, not only burdenfome 
from the manner in which it is le- 
vied, but becoming: fill more un- 
juft, from the unequal. manner in 


which it is affeffed.. It is true, they 


perceive great difficulties in altering 
it; but this alteration being once 
made, one of the principal fources 
of the eafe, and at the fame time 
of the opulence, of the nation, 
would be opened .thereby. The 
cardinal de Richelieu, who thus 
fpeaks of it, adds,’ that he had 
found, from the moft knowing a- 
mongft the fuperintendants of the 
finances, that the produce of the 
duty on falr, if levied at the pits, 
would be equalto what theking of 
Spain receives from the Indies. 
See alfo on this fubjeét the Dixime 
Royale of M. de Vauban. : 


at ng 
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1605. citing him to call cn me to review and fettle them, 
UYYSJ in the fame manner as I had done the others; I 


prevailed at laft, and his majefty left me the choice 
of what meafures 1 thought moft likely to attain 
this end. The commiffioners I named for this pur- 
pofe were felected from among thofe perfons, whom 
I knew to be moft faithful, and capable of the 
ereateft application to bufinefs, in the fovereign 
courts, among the mafters of requefts, the treafu- 
rers of France, and other officers; but as this 
work could net go on fo expeditioufly as the former, 
I fhall defer giving an account of it till | come to 
relate the effects it produced. | 
And here a reflection occurs to me, not more 
common than juft, which is, that regularity and 
ceconomy muft certainly have infinite refources ; 
for notwithftanding the ordinary expences of the 
ftate, and the extraordinary ones his majefty was at 
in his kingdom; notwithftanding that three or four 
millions were fent every year out of the kingdom 
to be diftributed in foreign countries ; notwithftand- 
ingthe ruinous and exhaufted condition in which 
the king at his acceffion to the throne, found France, 
his finances, and his treafury, and many more dif- 
ficulties almoft infurmountable ; yet the govern- 
ment had already an appearance of opulence and 
ftrength, which banifhed all remembrance of its 
former indigence. Could it be poffible for any per- 
fon to imagine ten years before, that in 1605: the 
king would find himfelf as rich as he really was ; 
if they reflected, that the fums which were demand- 
ed of him when he was acknowledged peaceable 
pofeffor of the crown, and thofe that were owing 
from his exchequer, with all the intereft and arrears, 
did not amount to lefs than three hundred and thir- 
ty millions ; andthat all which could be paid of this 
enormous fum, fuch asthe mere debts, fhould real- 
Jy be done; and fuch meafures taken with regard to 
the penfions and affignments, that they fhould be 
regularly paid, without exhaufting the treafury, or 
Ws 
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incurring the leaft inconvenience? Yet all this was 1605. 


" 


actually effected. And probably the reader has not wy~y 


yet found any thing in thefe Memoirs fo interefting 
as the following account in grofs, of the particular 
fums which made up the whole. 

There was due to queen Elizabeth at the time of 
her demife, for ready money lent to Henry in his 
neceffities, advanced by her to the German troops 
and the army fent into Bretany, as well as for all 
the other fums, to which the maintenance of thofe 
fupplies that Henry was furnifhed with by the Eng- 
lifh, amounted ; confifting of men, veflels, and 
provifions, for the fiege of Dieppe, and that of 
Rouen, and during the war with the league; the 
fum of feven millions three hundred and feventy- 
eight thoufand and eight hundred livres: To the 
Swifs Cantons, for their fervices and their penfions, 
comprehending the intereft due upon them ; thirty- 
five millions eight hundred twenty-three thoufand 
four hundred and feventy-feven livres and fix fols : 
To the States-General, for money lent for pay, due 
to their troops, and for the furnifhing veflels, pow- 
der, provifion, ammunition, &c. during the league 
~ jikewife ; nine millions two hundred feventy-five 
thoufand four hundred livres: To feveral French 
noblemen, colonels, and other officers, for fervice, 
pay, penfions, falaries, &c. during the civil wars ; 
fix millions five hundred and forty-feven thoufand 
livres: To the farmers of every part of the reve- 
nue; to princes, cities, corporations, and private 
perfons ; comprehending the falaries, appointments, 
and penfions of the officers of the king’s houfhold, 
of the police, and the finances, and the civil ma- 
giftrates, by fettled accounts, twenty-eight millions 
four hundred and fifty thoufand three hundred and 
fixty livres: To feveral-private perfons, according 
to their bills, refcriptions, receipts of the treafury, 
warrants, acquittals, patents, &c. almoft all in the 
reign of Henry III. twelve millions two hundred 
and thirty-fix thoufand livres: Mortgages of the 
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hundred and fifty millions :.. Treaties made at. ein 
abolition of the league, which have been calculated. 
already, thirty-three millions one hundred and fifty 
thoufand nine hundred and twenty-four livres *. 

_ It is certain, as I have already obferved, that upon, 
the examination of thefe different demands upon the. 
exchequer,. many that were found to be unjuft were. 
totally annulled:;. others were compounded for with 
the creditors, and. others were got clear-of by feveral: 
expedients,. füch as thofe upon the taxes, andthe 
crown, lands); .. but it may, be eafily imagined, that 
there remained a very confiderable number of debts 
to be difcharged:.and here I muft anticipate, my, 
ftory; for the fake of obferving that good examples 
are not always efficacious... After .Henry’s death, 
thofe that were placed at the head of affairs, began 
their adminiftration by deftroying part .of that eco- 
nomy, and sabolifhing many ‘of thofe regulations, 
which he hadeftablifhed : this conduct, while it wore 
an appearance, .and.only an appearance of lenity and 
‘compaffion, gave me reafon to apprehend, that un- 
der the new.reign, the national debt would be in- 
creafed rather than leffened. But to quit this fubject 
for the prefent, I fhall content myfelf with barely 
mentioning here, .as an eternal monument.of Henry’s 
glory, the flourifhing condition into which the-wif- 
dom of his ‘government had already brought France; 
both foreign, and.domeftic payments were regularly 
made, and no: hardfhip was fuftained by any of his 

fubjeéts, either from thofe Pay mene, or the expen- 
ces of the current year, though the king ftill.conti- 
nued to: Jay out, very large fums: in rebuilding, fur- 
nifhing. and adorning his palaces repairing the.old 
fortifications and raifing new.ones ; erecting pabiie 


“* There is a mifcomputation of the contra&s of the league, as in 
about a million, in the Old Me- the fum total; but this is of fmail 
“moirs,' as well in the account of moment, 


erry "ath elie build- 
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and bridges; in building a great mumber of gailies 
upon the Mediterranean 5 ; in filling his magazines and. 
arfenals; redeeming the jewels of the crown, and 
purchafing more ; and after all ‘this, there ftill re- 
mained, at the end of the year, »a-confiderable fum 
to, depofitin the Baftile +. | 

But what is {till more\valuable than all thefe-trea- 
fures, “Henry acquired them notonly without in- 


creafing the people’s; poverty, but) even lightened 


the weight of their, former burthen, as has been 
fhewn:.in thefe Memoirs: He always regretted that 
the. prefent fituation of affairs would not permit him 
to carry this tendernefs for his fubjects farther.; if 
the enemies-of his. ehieqpaient will not confefs: this 


+. - 
: 


* ee the Great Aeon the Rofnysi ne are many pme 


chapel of Fontainebleau'to be'paint- 


ed and ygilt, cut avenues through 


the foreft, and in many other, re- 
Ype€ts decorated this royal palace : 
he fiñifhed the Pontneuf, ‘built the 
{quare and ‘ftreet Dauphin, repaired 
many ftreets in Paris, built wharts, 
&c.- Befides what is faid in-thefe 
Memoirs, ‘fee the detail of all thofe 
buildings, : in the MercureFrançois, 
‘anno 1610, P+ 4045 ‘Le Grain’s De- 
cade, by viii. Morizot. chap. 46, 
and others who have -written de- 
fcriptions, or the hiftory, of the 
‘antiquities of Paris, &c. -No one 
is ignorant that ‘this:great prince, 
through the reprefentations,of the 
‘duke of Sully, repaired the ‘high- 
‘ways in almoft every quarter of the 
kingdom; built many caufeways 
‘and bridges in places before impaff- 
-able,, efpecially.in. Berry,- which 
might vie, in point of beauty, with 
the works of the Romans; but 
which, for want of being kept in 
_order for a hundredand thirty years 
pañt, are at prefent in a.very indif- 
‘ferent ftate: .that, by his order, 
elms and other trees were. planted 
along the fides of thefe roads, fome 
of which are ftill growing in dif- 
ferent places, where they are. called‘ 


‘dered to be -ftubbed up: 


procure, Henry IV. 


made by this king on this fubje@, 
.and fome others, by which the con- 
-verting arable land into pafture is 


forbidden, and vineyards are or- 
Thefe 
buildings and works, and this ap- 
plication to render his kingdom 


‘flourifhing, contributed, perhaps as 


much as his military exploits, to 
the title of 
Great, which was conferred on him 


An his lifetime, and, as it appears, 
about the year wats 


+ The fhare the duke of Sully 


, tine in all thefe things, gave hima 


juft claim to the following fingular 


‘elogium in the Mercure Frangois, 


‘ As he ex- 
ecuted thefe offices and employ- 
_ments.in.a manner more for the 
“benefit and emolument of the 
crown of France than any of his 
predeceffors; all true French- 
men readily acknowledged his 
merit in this refpe@, as well.in 
the lifetime of his majefty, as 
fince his death: and though he 
could not efcape the calumny of 
thofe who envied him, it muft 
‘€! neverthelefs be allowed, that he 
** was the Jofeph both of our King 


anno 1606, p. 101, 
6c 


a ‘ and. of Frances”. 


trut th 1 


« 


buildings *; re-edifying’ churches, -hofpitals, and 160%. 
convents; in funds for repairing pavements, moles, C~+py 
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1605. truth, if in their writings they have afferted the con- 
Law trary, yet itis abfolutely certain, that plenty and 


affluence began now to be felt over the whole king- 
dom; the nobility and foldiery were delivered from 
their tyrants in the revenue; thé*peafant fowed and 
reaped in full fecurity *; the artift enriched himfelf 
by his profeffion ; the meaneft tradefman rejoiced in 
his profits; and the nobleman himélf improved his 
eftates. Some examples of feverity, which his ma- 
jefty had been obliged to make, ‘were fo far from 
difturbing the tranquility of the kingdom, that it 
was never more fully eftablifhed, nor never more 
fincerely enjoyed; the licentioufnefs which had been 
corrected in the army, procured the people a real 
advantage, without doing any prejudice to the offi- 
cer and foldier, who were paid with the utmoft ex- 
aétne{s, rewarded in proportion to their fervices, and 
efteemed, honoured, and careffed, as their merits — 
and valour deferved. The medals which I prefent- 
ed as ufual to his majefty, had a lilly fhooting out a 
bud on each fide, pointing to two ftars which repre- 
fented the polar ftars, with thefe words, Æ fines. 
It is by actions like thefe, that a king may afpire to 
the glory of having accomplifhed this motto, 

J fhall not repeat here what I have faid before, 
concerning the letters I received from Henry ; I had 
fo many this year, and on all forts of fubjects, the 
finances, trade, policy, that I fhall not attempt to 
produce them: feveral of them contained orders for 
prefents to different perfons; thirty thoufand livres 
to the queen for her new-year’s gift; nine thoufand 
livres to the countefs of Moret +; fifteen hundred 


* The affe@ion this good prince 


‘bore to his people, appears from 


this faying of his, which has been 
preferved as a kind of tradition, 
That he would make the pooreft 
peafant in his dominions able to eat 
flefh all the week long, and to put 
a fowl in his pot befides on Sun- 
days. 

+ Jacqueline Du-Beuil. Theking, 
tewards the end of the preceding 


year, had created her countefs of 
Moret, fhe having revived the paf- 
fion ‘of love in his heart, which 
had, ina manner, died with his mar- 
chionefs: he had alfo married her 
to a gentleman called Chanvalon, 
In L’Etoile’s journal there are fome 
anecdotes relating to this matter, 
but they are too licentious for us ta 
repeat, anno 16c4. Mademoifelle 
Du-Beuil or De Beuil, is reprefent- 


livres 
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livres to the queen’s bed-chamber women; and a 1605. 
like fum to be diftributed by madame de Montelat, VND 
among the nurfes of the king’s children upon diffe- 

rent occafions ; ; four thoufand to the family of the 
commandeur de Chaftes; twelve hundred livres to 
Praflin; alikefum to Merens; three thoufand livres 

to the count de Saint-Aignan, to indemnify him for 

the money he had expended on his father-in-law 
Montigny’s company; two thoufand four hundred 

livres to feveral penfioners in Burgundy, paid them 

by Heétor Le-Breton his commiffioner in that pro- 
vince ; a penfon of four thoufand livres, to * Log- 

nac, a proteftant captain, in reward for his férvicess 

forty thoufand livres, which his majefty thought a 

juft reftitution to Villars, faying, that this family 

‘had loft above fix thoufand livres of intereft, fince 

this fum became due to them; five hundred livres 

to the duke of Ventadour, who had advanced them 

for fmall expences, to fhew, faid Henry, that no 

one lofes any thing by ferving me; the fieur de Ca- 

nify received a like reimburfement ; feventeen thou- 

fand one hundred and thirty eight livres to La-Livre 

his apothecary: his majefty had been indebted to 

this man, ever fince the year 1592, and was partly 

the caufe of his ruin; for his creditors arrefted him, 

and threw him into prifon, but the king indemnified 

him for all; nine thoufand five hundred and forty- 

one livres to John Sellier, a merchant of the city of 


OF 


ed in the writings of that time, as 
a lady who was not on an equal 
footing with mademoifelle d’En- 
tragues in point of beauty, but in 
recompence for this defect, her look 
expreffed wit and penetration, her 
temper was extremely gay, and her 
converfation full of fprightlinefs, 
which qualifications Henry IV. 
greatly admired, The queen did 
not appear to take the fame um- 
brage at this lady, or to have that 
averfion to her, as fhe fhewed a- 
gaint the marchionefs de Verneuil, 


* This is not the perfon whom 
Henry III. employed to ftab the 
duke of Guife, at the holding of 
the ftates at Blois, Having requeft- 
ed that prince to beftow a govern- 
ment on him as a recompence for 
the fervice he had done him, and 
his requeft being refufed, he retired 
in difcontent to Guienne, where 
very foon after he was piftolled by 
a gentleman in his neighbourhood, 
with whom he had a quarrel. Cay- 
et’s Chronel, Novenn, vol, I. B. i, 
P3335 


Troyes, 
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1605. Troyes, who made this demand upon his majefty for 
VS a certain public building. 


In this fummary of .expences,, I do not include 
the hundred and fifty thoufand livres given to the 
count.of Soiffons, of the edict ‘of .Greffes, and of 
another edict, , creating a {mall tax upon fale i in fa- 
vour of.the duke of Maienne, .nor .of many. other 
gratuities and juft payments ; Zamet obtained of his 
majefty, the two offices of receivers,at Rouen for 
two thoufand crowns each; Henry.caufed the foreft 
of L’Aigle to be divided. by law, between him and 
the conftable; -but,to-prevent any difpute, he pur 
chafedethe other part, and fettled himfelf the time 
for cutting down, the trees ; he referred to his coun- 
cil, the offer that had been made him of twelve 
kere pe thoufand livres for the grant of an edict 
concerning the four deniers ; he fent.Nargonne, with 
his-company, to guard the tower of Bouc, which 
he thought a place of great importance: but the 
duke of Mercœur, to whom this fortrefs belonged, 
railed fome.difficulties, which determined his maje- 
dty to treat-with him for it, either by way of ex- 
change, -or by purchafing it. 

Great part of the letters I received from this 
prince, turned upon his buildings, thofe of his new 
filk manufactures * efpecially, which he ftill carried 
on with the fame ardour; his green-houfe in the 


Tuilleries, was the place he fet apart for breeding 


the filk-worms, the eggs having been fent him from 
Spain, and he haftened the building of it for that 
purpofe. T laid, by his order, the foundations of 
the new edifices for his tapeftry weavers, in the 
horfe market, which, Re oi a larger extent of 
ground than could be procured, without encroach- 
ing a little upon a garden belonging to Montmagny, 


* It appears alfo from the writ- 
‘ings of that time, that a manufac- 
turer ,cf Provence called Serran, 
‘attempted to make ftuffs of the 
fineft parts of the bark of mulber- 


ry-trees; that the making of glafs, 


~ 


looking-glafs plates, and exa& imi- 
tations of pearls, and many other 
manufatures, which the celebrated 
M. Colbert has fince carried to fo 
great perfeétion, were then fet on 
foot. 


who 
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who oppofed it ftronoly, the king ordered that he 1605: 
fhould be paid the fum he demanded for his ground, 3 


répréfénting to him, however, that when the pub- 
lic utility was in queftion,’ an individual ought, on 
fuch occafions, to wave the confideration of his own 
particular intereft. His majefty fent for Comans 


and La Planche, from other countries, and, gave. 


them the care and fuperintendance of thefe manu- 
factures : the new directors were not long before 
they made complaints, and difliked their fituation, 
either becaufe they did not find the profits equal to 
their hopes and expectations, or, that having ad- 
vanced confiderable fms themfelves, they faw no. 
great probability of getting them in again. ‘The king 
got rid of their importunity by referring them to 
mé, commanding me to act in fuch a manner, by 
them that they fhould fuffer no lofs, but likewile 

that their gains fhould not be too confiderable. 
The attention of this prince in conciliating the 
good will of the neighbouring powers who might 
poffibly engage in his great defigns, appeared like- 
wife in his letters, as well as in his whole conduét. 
Whether we confider his extreme folicitude to fulfil 
all the laws of civility, and all the forms of cerémo- 
ny, the obliging manner in which he treated. their 
ambaffadors and envoys, the feafonable prefents he 
made them, or what is a benefit {till more confider- 
able, the care he took to»reconcile them amongit 
themfelves, by determining their differences; and 
thus beginning, with refpect to them, to exercife 
the office of the arbitrator of Europe. His majefty 
dent. me a letter of compliment unfealed, which he 
thought himfelf obliged to write to the duchefs des 
Deux-Ponts, commanding me to fend it to her by 
one-of my gentlemen, and with it a prefent of twelve 
or fifteen hundred crowns, at leaft; a favour which 
that princefs acknowledged with great gratitude and 
refpect, in the letter fhe wrote to him in return, 
The duke of Bar having confulted Henry about his 
defigned marriage with the princefs of Mantua, 
which 
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which. had been kept fecret a long time, this prinee 
took upon himfelf to give the duke of Mantua no- 
tice of it, and difpatched immediately a courier ex- 
traordinary to that court; though upon this article, 
he carried his economy fo far, as to reproach his 
ambaffador at Rome, for fending him couriers too 
frequently, and wrote to him to do fo no more. 
The Venetian ambaffador took leave of his majefty 
in November, and received from my hands a very 
confiderable prefent : I likewife gave another to his 
fecretary ; nor did Guinterot the duke of Holftein’s 
ambaflador return lefs fatisfiéd to his mafter; I 
fhewed him the ärfenal, and all the king’s maga- 
zines; and that he might have a token to remember 
them by, I gave him, by his majefty’s orders, one 
of his fineft coats of arms to prefent to his mafter. 

Clement the eighth, died * on the third or fourth 
of March this year. The news of his death was 
brought to France by a courier, whom my brother 
difpatched to the king then at Chantilly, and by let- 
ters from the French cardinals whom Henry had 


# L’Etoile, who cannot be fuf- ‘“ 
pected of partiality when hefpeaks ‘* 
well of the Pope and the catholics, ‘ 
confirms whatever M, de Sully has ‘‘ 
faid in different parts of thefe Me- 
moirs in praife of Clement VHT. 


much as the reft of his body, 
they were obliged to hold up his 
hands, to enable him to give the 
benedi&tion.”” Journal of the 
reign of Henry IV. 

Peter Matthieu fpeaks of him 


‘ A pacific Pope, fays he, and a 
good Frenchman : even the pro- 
** teftants did not hate him, he 
having always treated them with 
‘€ great gentlenefs, beyond any of 
‘ his predeceffors, even fo far as 
** to grant them pafs-ports to go 
€ and come freely to and from 
Rome, which was never done 
< before by any Pope. When he 
€ died, and long before his death, 
# he was nothing but a mafs of 
“ corruption, having totally loft 
* the ufe both of his limbs and 
“ underftanding ; even his hands 
*¢ being putrified and burft, info- 
much that when any one came 
4 to kifs bis feet, which flunk as 


3 


with the higheft praife, vol. II. b. 
iii. p. 428, arid bookiii. p. 696, 
as all the reft of our beft writers 


‘alfo do, who find no fault with 


him, but for his being a little too 
much attached to his family. It 
was faid of him, Clement VIII, was 
a good man, a good prelate, anda 
good prince ; in oppofition to his 
three predeceffors, Pius V. SixtusV. 
and Gregory XIII. the firit of whom 
was faid to be only a good prelate, 
the fecond only a good prince, and 
the third a good prelate and a good 
prince. Amelot de La Houffaye, 
note 3, on the 311th ef Cardinal 
D’ Offat’s letters. 


ferit 


rs oer & Si WH ke to % 1e 
fent to Rome the year before, and who were follow- 1605. 
ed by cardinal Du-Perron, the.end of the fame year. Lys 
… There having always been a great intimacy be- 
tween this cardinal and myfelf, we corréfponded by 
letters regularly, during the whole time that he con- 
tinued on the other fide of the Alps: he gave mé 
notice of his arrival at Rome, in a letter dated the 
28th of December, 1604, and wrote me another 
the 6th of February following. If he is to be be- 
lieved, I had gained the friendfhip of the.whole ros 
man confiftory, who could not help praifing my 
conduct towards the clergy, and in every thing that 
concerned the affairs of the church. In cardinal 
Buffalo particularly, ever fince the. treaty we had 
managed together, I had a zealous panegyrift at 
Rome; after. his departure from Paris, I had writ- 
ten him a long letter, which he fhewed to every, bo- 
dy, as valuing himfelf upon the fentiments he knew 
I entertained of him: I fhall not repeat here thofe 
praifes, too flattering to my vanity, with which this 
letter of Du-Perron’s was filled; thofe I have men- 
tioned were introduced with no other defign, but to 
fhew (what I thank heaven for) that I was never 
tainted with that bitter and furious zeal, which the 
difference of religion infpires. The change of mine 
was the fubjeét of frequent converfations between 
the cardinals and Du-Perron, who all wifhed for it 
with equal ardour; cardinal Aldobrandin often de- 
clared that he never faid mafs without remembering 
me, the Pope expreffed himfelf almoft in the fame 
terms to Du-Perron, when he was conducted to au-_ 
dience, by my brother: he had a long converfation 
with him concerning me, and particularly upen the 
means of working (what, in the language of Rome, 
avas called) my converfion : it is indeed an extraor- 
dinary thing, that a minifter cannot, - from his own | 
countrymen, obtainthefame juftice, which foreigners, : 
who furely have no lefs reafon to hate him, are ca: 
pable of rendering to the difintereftednefs of his 
conduct, and the rectitude of his intentions. Du- 
Perron 


- 
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160%." Péfron concluded his letter with télling me, that he, 
~~ no lefs earneftly than the other cardinals, wifhed to 


fee me completely. united to perfons who efteemed 
and loved'me fo much, fince I had not (thefe are 
his words) “more friends at Geneva, that at Rome.” 

My gratitude was equally engaged by the teftimos 
ny he bore in favour of my brother, affuring me; 
that he had gained fo ftrongly upon the-affections of 
the Italians, that no Frenchman had, for an hun-+ 
dred years pat, acquired an equal reputation in Ita- 
ly*: he acknowledged himfelf highly obliged to my 
brother, for his politenefs, in coming with an ho- 
nourable train of the French and Roman nobility, to 
meet him, nine leagues From Rome. 

‘The king had, in an efpecial manner, recom- 
mended it to the French cardinals, to have ftrict 
attention to the intereft of the- nation, in the ap- 
proaching election of a pope +; and this injunction 
was again repeated to them, when he was informed 
by the arrival of another courier from Rome, on the 
28th of March, that, according to all appearances, 
there would be high debates in the conclave, on ac- 
count of the great number of candidates, each of 
whom indeed was worthy of the pontificate. How- 
ever, thefe difficulties were fo foon removed, that; 
on Friday the rft of April, which was two days after 
the arrival of this courier, the holy fee was filled by 
the cardinal de Médicis, otherwife called the cardi- 
nal of Florence, who took the name of Leo the 
eleventh. The choice falling upon a man related to 
the queen, and of the fame name with her, was a 
certain teftimony that his moft chriftian majefty was 
well aioe by the porte nation a 


* This commendation feems not |“ + See thé particulars of the two 
at all extravagant. P, Matthieu, fubfequent conclaves in Matthieu, 


fpeaking of the fervices the count 
of Bethune did the king at Rome, 
calls him a man of great abilities 
for that court, vol. IT. b. iii. p. 681. 
Siri every where fpeaks of him in 
the fame manner, 


ibid. 693, and other hiftorians. 

~~ * The making Leo XI. Pope,” 
fays Du-Plefiis*Mornay, fpightfally, 
‘ coft the king 300,000 crowns,’ 
Life of M, Du-Pleffis - MS ii, 
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The king, when the news came to Paris, gave 1605, 


public demonttrations of his j joy, which he was de- ww 


firous fhould be as general as it was fincere. He 
wrote to me not to fpare his ordnance, and to fend 
orders to my government, and to every other part 
of the kingdom, to follow the example I fhould fet 
them in Paris. Meffieurs the bithop, and governor 
of Paris, the prefident Belliévre, and the king’s 
counfellors of parliament, the other bifhops, and all 
perfons in a public character, received orders to have 
Te Deum fung, and fireworks played off, in every 
place under their jurifdiétion. It may be truly faid, 
that never had the advancement of any perfon in the 
papal dignity been celebrated with greater magnifi- 
cence. However, this could not prolong a mo- 
ment the duration of Leo XI’s pontificate, who liv- 
ed but a few days afterwards, and probably was dead 
at the very time when thefe honours were paying 
him in France *. 

His majefty was in fome degree comforted for the 


lofs of this Pope, by the perfon whom the conclave 


chofe for his fucceflor; this was Paul V. formerly 


cardinal Borgefe : two things concurred to his elec- 


tion, which made it highly agrecable to his majefty, 
the favour the French nation fhewed ‘him by her 
cardinals, and his own perfonal merit, which ‘ren- 
dered’ him worthy of ‘that diftinétion, and which 


they hoped to fee rewarded by a happy pontificate. 


Two cardinals thus fucceffively placed by his moft 


Chriftian majefty on the papal throne, left Europe 


no room to doubt of the high efteem he was in with 


the Italians : the king was Che of ithimfelf, and 


the extreme fatisfaction it gave him was fufficiently 


feen by the orders he iffued immediately after re- 


ceiving the news of the new pontiff’s advancement 


(which was on the 25th of May) to celebrate it with 
the fame rejoicings as Leo the XI’s had been, ex- 


* He was taken ill on the 17th which is made on the new Pope’s 
of April, on his return from the taking poffeffion of his dignity, and 
proceffion to S. John de Lateran, died the 27th, ; 
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1605. cept only, that no fireworks were played off, the 
vs reafon his majefty gave for this omiffion, to thofe 


who might poffibly be offended at it, was, that this 
piece of refpect had been paid to the cardinal of Flo- 
rence as an ally of the royal family: as to the reft, 
all was performed with the fame fplendor, and the 
king himfelf was prefent at the Te Deum, which he 
ordered to be fung at Fontainebleau. I received on 
this occafion three letters from his majefty cf the 
fame date, which were merely ceremontal upon my 
different offices, and as à perfon in a public charac- 
ter; he hkewife addreffed to the chancellor, Sillery, 
and to me, adifcourfe, in which he gave a relation 
in form of what had juft paffed in the conclave. 
Paul V. did not difappoint the» hopes that were 
conceived of his pontificate: the Roman council 
feemed to purfue exactly the fame meafures they had 
done under Clement VIII. Nothing was prefcribed 
to Barberini, who was fent into France in the quali- 


ty of nuncio, beyond what had been done to cardi- 


nal Buffalo; and he was ordered by cardinal Aldo- 
brandini, and by his holinefs likewife, to addrefs 
himfelf only to me, in whatever affair he had to fo- 
hcit. I know not what cardinal Buffalo (from whom 
this advice certainly came) could have faid to my 
advantage, in preference to fo many other perfons, 
who carried, even to fervility, their refpeét and at- 
tachment to the holy fee. My brother, in a letter 


he wrote to me at that time, told me, I could not © ~ 


too highly acknowledge the obligations I was under 
to this cardinal, or repay with too much warmth of 
friendfhip, the regard and efteem he expreffed for 
me. 

This letter of Bethune’s is dated November r2th3. 
for he was ftill at Rome, although he had depended, 
upon returning to France immediately after the 
Pope’s inftallation ; but fome new orders which he 
had received detained him, and he did not return til} 
feveral days after the date of this letter, His hali- 
nefs fa much regretted his being recalled, that he 

| would 
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would have wrote to the king, to entreat he would 160 5. 
continue him as ambaffador at Rome, if my brother tv 


had not prevented him. He had entirely got rid of 
that appearance of timidity, referve, and perhaps 
coolnefs, which he had fhewn at the beginning of 
his negotiation; and as foon as he was accuftomed 
to the bufinefs tranfacted at the Roman court, had 
changed it into a wife and prudent confidence, from 
whence he drew all the fuccefs he could hope for, in 
thofe affairs which were intrufted tohim. The Pope 
continued to pay him the higheft honours, and gave 
orders, that he fhould be received, and treated with 
the moft diftinguifhing marks of refpect, in all the 
cities of his dominions through which he pañled. All 
this I advance with fo much the more freedom and 
fecurity, although upon the faith of cardinal Du- 
Perron my friend, who thought himfelf obliged to 
write to me upon my brother’s departure, as this 
cardinal gave the fame account to the king, and re- 
prefented to him that no one was better qualified than 
Bethune, for a place in the council for foreign af- 
fairs, in what regarded Italy; as he had a full and 
perfect knowledge of all that related to that coun- 
Bes du! 

In this letter Du-Perron thanked me, for having 
fupported him with his majefty, againft thofe who 
had endeavoured to difappoint him in his expectati- 
ons of the poft of great almoner, which had lately 
been promifed to him ; as alfo for fome trifling fer- 
vices his brother had received from me: he added 
an article relating to La-Fin. This man, who has 
been mentioned in marechal Biron’s procefs, had, by 
an effect of his natural levity of temper, left France, 
and embraced the proteftant religion. The king, 
who obferved him heedfully, as he did all who had 
Once given room for fufpicion, caufed him to be 

* Cardinal D’Qffat himfe]f, tho’, terms of that ambaffador, in his 
according to all appearances, far letter to the king, of the 10th De- 
from being fatisfied with M, de cember, 1601, in that to M. de 


Sully’s behaviour in regard to him, Villeroi, of the 2d Decembet, 1602, 
{peaks in the moft advantageous and fome others. 


C 2 opped 
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i605. {topped in Italy, and imprifoned in the tower of 


Le in 2 


Nonne. La-Fin applied to cardinal Du-Perron, 
who had formerly been his friend, to procure him 
the favour of being carried into France and tried 
there, if it appeared that there was any juft grounds 
for complaint againft him, or if not, that he fhould 
be fet at liberty; and Du-Perron intreated my in- 
tereft with the king, in favour of La-Fin’s requeft. 
The letter which, of all that I received from the 
other fide of the Alps, deferves moft notice, is that 
the Pope took the trouble to write to me, and of 
which, being very long, I fhall only give the fub- 
ftance here. As in appearance the Pope wrote to 
me on the fubjeét of my brother, he began with 
praifing, in the higheft terms, his conduét, his piety, 
and his behaviour, full of refpect and deference for 
all the cardinals, and himfelf, before he was advanc- 
ed to the pontificate. From this his holinefs pañled 
to the reeret he felt, that the obftacles I raifed to my 


‘converfion, hindered him from refigning himfelf as 


openly as he would otherwife have done to the friend- 
fhip he had for me. His piety and his zeal furnifhed 
him with a thoufand motives to perfuade meto change 
my religion; he affured me, that if he was not with- 


‘held by the ftation he filled, he would, without he- 


fitation, come into France, and labour himfelf to 


“convert me: he propofed to my imitation the ex- 


- amples of the antient counts of Flanders, my ance- 


ftors, particularly that of Saint-Alpin de Bethune, 
for whom he had been told I had a great veneration : 
to thefe he added the examples of the firft faints, 


and moft illuftrious kings of France; which natu- 
‘rally introduced the eulogium of the prefent king, 


and afterwards that of Clement VIII. on account of 
the fervices I had rendered this Pope, for which he 


“thanked me with ereat warmth of affection, aswell 


Af 


‘as for all the good offices which the apoftolical le- 


gates and nuncics of his predecefiors.and his own 


_ had received from me, This brief, which was every 


. where filled with pathetic ‘exhortations to change my 


religion,, 
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religion, concluded with the moft ardent prayers for 1605, 
that event. wn 
I anfwered this obliging letter with all the refpect 7 
and deference it deferved, without faying any thing 
upon the article of my change of religion: I was 
fatisfied with praifing the virtues and great qualities 
of his holinefs, with affuring him of my profound 
refpect for his perfon, my readinefs to ferve him, and 
ardent defire to. be ufeful to him: my whole letter 
was filled with the moft grateful acknowledgments 
for the fentiments he profefied for me, and the moft 
earneft wifhes for his profperity; and, without af- 
fecting my religion, 1 forgot no inftance of refpect 
due to the character of a  fovercign prince, and to 
that in particular which a whole church gives to the 
Pope; and therefore did not fcruple to make ufe of 
the expreffion ofkiffing his feet; which doubtlefs 
would have difpleafed my brethren the proteftants. 
Paul V. upon his receiving this letter, faid publicly, 
that.it gave him more pleafure than any thing which 
had happened during his pontificate: he ‘read it 
twice over fucceflively, faying each time, that I had 
done him too much honour: he lavifhed many en- 
comiums upon the ftyle and turn of expreffion, and 
faid, that my praifes of him had robbed him of fome 
of thofe he had defigned to give me. He was eager 
to thank me by a fecond brief, if Du-Perron him- 
felf had not oppofed an excefs of kindnefs which 
might have produced fome inconvenience to me. 
This cardinal was witnefs of the Pope’s exclamati- 
ons in favour of me; for my letter being written in 
French, he was fent ‘for by his holinefs to interpret 
it. sph anata’ {till continued to refide in Rome, 
which drew him into very confiderable expences ; he 
obferved to me, that, in the fpace of one year only ; 
he had laid out above twenty thoufand crowns,, in 
the expences of his journies, his entry, the conclave, 
furniture, and habits for himfelf and his houfhold ; 
all which had reduced him to fuch necefiity, that he 
intreated me to oblige the farmers of his abbey of 
- C 3 Lire 
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1605. Lire to pay him, they having refufed to make their 
UN ufual remittances, under pretence of an arret of coun- 


cil relating to the claims he had upon certain woods. 

All the reft of Italy began to entertain the fame 
favourable difpofitions for France as the holy fee, 
except the duke of Savoy, who was ftill influenced 
by the Spanifh policy, as may be conceived by the 
new intrigues, carried on this year for the duke’s 
intereft, by a man naméd Chevalier. With regard 
to Spain, France ftill continued upon its former foot- 
ing with her; they were at peace indeed, but that 
peace clouded with difgufts, and embittered by re- 
ciprocal complaints. 

The negotiations which had commenced between 
the Spanifh court and the ftates of the United Pro- 
vinces not fucceeding, hoftilities were renewed as 
foon as the feafon permitted them to take the field. 
The king of Spain fent to the Swifs Cantons, to de- 
mand a paflage through their territories for the troops 
he fent into Flanders, that they might avoid taking 
their rout by Pont de Gréfin, which would have 
greatly retarded their march. To obtain the grant 
of this requeft, he told them, that his troops fhould 
pafs through their ftates by twenty at a time, and 
that their number fhould not exceed two thoufand. 
He added, however, another thoufand afterwards. 
The king, when he received this advice from Cau- 
martin, believing that Spinola, who was to com- 
mand their troops, would take the fame rout, 
thought it would not be impoffible for prince Mau- 
rice, at the head of a party of French fcouts, to 
feize upon this general’s perfon, ‘¢ which, faid Hen- 
‘€ ry, will be worth one victory.” He wrote tome 
to communicate this hint to Aérfens, and through 


him to the prince of Orange; but [ was informed, 


almoft immediately afterwards, by a Spanifh cou- 
rier, who paffed through Paris in his way to Flan- 
ders, that Spinola had altered his rour, and would 
arrive in Paris in three or four days: which produced 
fuch a change of meaftres, that his majefty thought 

himfelf 
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himfelf obliged to render his pañage as fecureto him 1605. 
as if he had pafled through the French territories. Lay 


Spinola requefting the honour of an audience of his 
majefty, this prince believed that he had orders to 


make him fome new propofals. This, however, — 


was an inference not made by me; and when Henry 
mentioned it tome, | replied, that Spinola, think- 
ing the road through Paris the fhorteft as well as the 
fecureft, he conceived it his duty at the fame time 
to pay his refpects to his majefty ; and that | was 
perfuaded he would talk to him only of general 
things, though perhaps he wifhed to have. it other- 
wife believed in/Flanders: accordingly it fell out 
juft as I had imagined. 

Spinola divided his army into two bodies; he 
gave the command of one to count de Buquay *, 
with orders to pafs the Rhine with it between Co- 
logne and Bonne, where he afterwards threw up in- 
trenchments to hinder other troops from attempting 
this pafs. Whatever was the defign of the Spaniards 
_ by this work, it ought to have rouféd the German 
princes from their lethargy. The other body Spi- 
nola led towards Friefland, where the allied army 
followed him a long time. The report which was 
fpread in July of this general’s death, was no better 
founded than that of his being beaten, which pre- 
vailed fome time afterwards. It was forefeen that 
he had a defign upon Linghen, altho’ this was a 
very ftrong place; and accordinely he marched thi- 
ther and invefted it. By means of a mole which was 
cut by prince Maurice, Spinola was himfelf befieged 
in his quarters, and his trenches laid under water; 
fo that it was believed he would be obliged to aban- 


don his enterprife; in which cafe it might be ex- 


pected, that the prince would befiege and carry the 
fort Patience. Yet, notwithftanding this, Linghen 
furrendered in September, which was all that was 
done this campaign. Spinola was, on the 24th of 


@ Charlas de Longueyal, count of Buquay. 
| C 4 September, 
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1605, September, ftill before the place he had taken, and 
tow had carried his views no farther than to put himfelf 


enw 


out of a condition to be attacked. The troops of 
both parties were greatly diminifhed; prince Mau- 
rice, on his fide, threw fuccours into Covoérden and 
Breton, which covered and fecured Friefland.- Du- 
Terrail, in the mean time, at the head of fome fup- 
plies fent him by Spinola, attacked and furprifed 
Bergen-op-zoom, but he was repulfed with fome 
fois. t ty | 

This man was a French officer, and one of the 
feditious cabal; he thought proper to retire to Ant- 
werp, and offered his fervice tothe archdukes. His 
majefty was not fo much offended with this proce- 
dure, although he had promifed him, in a letter he 
wrote exprefsly for that purpofe, that he would do 
nothing contrary to his duty, as he was for his hav- 
ing corrupted Dunnes, the younger Nangis, and 
Chef-boutonne, who it was reported were preparing 
to go thither with à whole company. A footman 
belonging to Du-Terrail was arrefted in Auvergne, 


whither he had brought fome packets, but all of little. 


confequence. He endeavoured to prevail upon his 
wife to come to him in Antwerp, by highly extoll- 
ing the friendfhip and civility he received there. 
The fame example had been fet by Saint-Denis- 
Mailloc, and fome other gentlemen, who had of- 
fered their fervice to the archdukes; in which they 
certainly neither acted like good politicians, nor du- 
tiful fubjects. 

This was but one of the leaft caufes of complaint 
which Henry had againft Spain. The fupport which 
that crown gave to the French mutineers; the part 
fhe had in their meetings at Limofin and Perigord; 
the enterprifes which, in concert with them, fhe 
meditated upon the towns and coafts of Provence ; 
were grievances of a higher nature: and, all well 
weighed together, his majefty was of opinion, that 
he ought to fpare himielf the trouble of making 
them ulelefs reproaches, or-of doing himfelf juftice 
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by fuch means as would have given the Spaniards 1605. 
reafon to reproach him in their turn: he was,even wy, 
more folicitous about the ftriét obfervation of the | 
laft agreements he had made with them on trade, 
than, after fuch a conduct, they could have expect- 
ed. Captain Yvon Baudelonis brought a Spanifh 
veñèl into Rochelle, which the commander alledged 
was Dutch, and belonged to the prince of Orange: 
the Rochellers thought it their duty to acquaint the 
king with it, who, in his anfwer, praifed their con- 
duct, quoted to them the article of the treaty on that 
fubject, which was in exprefs words, and caufed the 
fame fatisfaction to be given to Spain which her am- 
baffadors could have demanded. . 
+: «The council of Madrid, firuggling between their 
natural haughtinefs on one fide, and a confcioufnefs | 
of their own weaknefs and the need they had of our 
affiftance on the other, knew not in what manner 
to behave to us: the fame fpirit actuated them in all 
their proceedings, and made them, at one time, en- 
deavour to difunite us from the States; at another, ’ 
“……complain vehemently, that under pacific appearance, 
-with refpect to them, we acted as their real enemies. 
They afterwards affected a ftri€& correfpondence with 
England: but none of their artifices fucceeded. The 
king, fecure in the fecret knowledge of his own 
ftrength, defpifed their threats; and myfelf in par- 
ticular was too well acquainted with the difpofition 
of the king of England, to believe that he would 
ever do more for them than he could be prevailed 
upon to do for.us. : | 
They were, befides, upon fuch ill terms with his 
Britannic majefty, that it was not poffible for them 
long to fave thefe appearances ;, fer as they never 
ftaid a confiderable: time in any-çountry, without 
giving proofs of that fpirit of cabal which they ex- 
ercifed throughout all Europe, James had notice of 
fome of their fecret practices in his dominions, which 
inflamed him with rage againft them. Indeed there 
needed no lefs than fuch a difcovery to recal this 
prince 
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1605. ‘prince to his firft engagements with me, which had 
rw fuffered fome injury during the following years, by 


that fatal prejudice in favour of pacific meafures 
which I have already mentioned, or rather by a real 
timidity. Beaumont, whofe embafly was at its clofe, 
was furprifed to find James refume this fubject him- 
felf, and talk to him in terms very different from 
thofe he commonly made ufe of. He gave him let- 
ters for Henry and for me, and likewife a verbal 
charge, that when he rendered an account of his 
negotiation to the king of France, he fhould infitt 
particularly upon that article which regarded the 
fucceffion to the Empire, which was what he dwelt 
upon moft in his letter to Henry: he exhorted him 
to join from that moment with him in endeavours 
to reftore to the electors, before the death of the 
prefent Emperor, the freedom of election, with all 
their other rights; and effectually to exclude the 
fon, brother, or moft diftant kinfman of his Impe- 
rial majefty, from a poffibility of gaining the empire, 
by preventing any one of them from being named 
king of theRomans. And, laftly, to have it decreed, 
that the perfon, whoever he might be, that was to fuc- 
ceed the Emperor, fhould renounce all pretenfions 
to the kingdom of Bohemia. 

Beaumont, when at his return to Paris he execut- 
ed the commiffion given him by his Britannic ma- 
jefty, told the king that he had a letter from this 
prince for me, which, as I was then at Chatelleraut, 
his majefty opened. He was defirous of trying if 
this new policy would find any favourers at Court ; 
and for that purpofe he communicated this fcheme 
of king James with regard to the Empire to two or 
three of his minifters, but with fome referve, and by 
way of confulting them upon it, taking care not to 
give them any hint of his great defigns. On this 
occafion Henry found no flatterers: there was not 
one of them who did not give a proof that he was 
capable of oppofing a fcheme which appeared to him 
unreafonable and unjuft. Henry flopped there, and 

waited 
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waited for my return, to examine it more clofely 
with me. But as this converfation turned upon ma- 
ny particulars, which appeared of fuch confequence 
to his majefty, that he made me {wear not to difco- 
ver it to any perfon whatever, that oath obliges me 
now to filence *. 

Henry, when he gave me my letter from king 
James, read it to me himfelf: his Britannic majefty 
there informed me of the propofal which he had en- 
joined Beaumont to make to the king, and repre- 
fented to me the intereft I had in fupporting it, in a 
manner which, tho’ general, had neverthelefs fo 
direct a view to the reflections I had made to him 
on this fubject, that I could not doubt but he would, 
from time to time, be more convinced of the rea- 
fonablenefs and utility of that plan of policy I had 
fketched out to him. I fhall not repeat the affu- 
yances of friendfhip and efteem with which this let- 
~ ter was filled. Beaumont was commiffioned to make 
me many more in his name: neither was he forgot. 
King James beftowed fo many praifes upon his per- 
fenal merit, and his fkill in bufinefs, as raifed him 


* Ido not know whether the “ liftened to this laft, rofe up, and 


uncertainty wherein this prince for ‘* 


fome time remained, was not at 
leaft a part of this fecret: whether 
he ought not to get himfelf declared 
Emperor: he even thought it neé- 
ceffary to fubmit this defign to the 


examination of his three minifters, 


whom he called together to give 
their opinions on it; as appears 


from the 8474th vol, of the MSS, - 


in the king’s library, where their 
deliberations on this matter are re- 
lated at large. It is remarkable, 
that thofe three, fcarcely in any 
one inftance, happened to be of the 
fame fentiments: in the prefent 
cafe, one advifed him to get him- 
felf elected Emperor ; the fecond 
diffuaded him from it; and the 
third (more favourable to the houfe 
of Auftria) would have perfuaded 
him to aét in favour of the arch- 
duke Matthias. ‘The king, adds 
4 the author, who had attentively 


opening the window to let in the 
frefh air, raifed his eyes and 
hands towards heaven, and faid 
aloud, May it pleafe God to 
form and create in my heart the 
refolves I ought to take on what 
you have faid, and men fhall 
execute them; Adieu, gentle- 
men, I muft take a walk. 
Thus ended this conference.’? 
Though this proje& did not abfo- 
lutely clafh with his grand defign, 
there is neverthelefs a reafonable 
foundation for doubting whether 
he actually ever formed it: it is 
highly probable the whole was only 
a feint, concerted between him and 
the duke of Sully, to put his coun- 
cil on a wrong fcent, in regard to 
the great armaments he was mak- 
ing: the count of Beaumont, his 
ambaffador at London, according to 
Siri, Ibid. 166, endeavoured to in- 
fpire him with this notion. 


highly 
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highly in Henry’s efteem. If this prince had been 


wv~ ftill ignorant of the confidence his Britannic majefty 


placed in me, his letter was fuficient to convince 
him of it: he indeed appeared much pleafed with 
it, and commanded me to cultivate his friendfhip 
carefully ; a command which J received with great 
chearfulnefs. 

We have now feen the political ftate of almoft all 
Europe except Germany; there are perhaps fome 
obfervations fil to be made upon the feveral Ger- 
manic cantons ; but that little which is neceflary to 
be known with refpeét to our affairs, will mix itfelf 
imperceptibly with what I have to fay of the fedi- 
tious cabalin France. ‘This article will lead us into 
fufficient length, as it was the occafion of my jour- 
ney into Poitou this year, and of his majefty’s to 
Limofin; which took up four of the fineit months 
of the feafon. 

The reader has doubtlefs, e’er this, reflected upon 
the extravagance of an affociation, compofed indif- 
ferently of Roman catholics and proteftants ; the 
Roman catholics, Spaniards, and the proteftants, 
French. A party acting upon interefts fo oppofite, 
that nothing but continual violence could conciliate 
them ; a body of which the duke of Bouillon was 
the head, and Spain the foul. In this flight view 
it appears fo fingular and monftrous, that the reader 
cannot apprehend any dangerous confequences from 
a confederacy fo ill forted.. I indeed had always the 
fame opinion of it: but as all factions which include 
repeated acts of difobedience againft the fovereign 


‘cannot but be very prejudicial to the ftate, even fup- 
pofng that they are difappointed in their principal 


aim, yet it muft be acknowledged, that good po- 
licy requires we fhould make ufe of every method 
to hinder them from forming, or when formed to 
ruin them: the rebels were in this cafe ; they had 
neither Ries in their refolutions,. nor much ap- 
pearance that they would ever produce any wor- 
thy to be feared. However, as it was not fit to 
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fuffer fuch attempts to be made with impunity, his 1605. 
majefty neglected none of the informations he re- Lun 


ceived, and which this year were more numerous 
than ever. Murat, lieutenant-general of Riom, 
wrote to me the beginning of March, that he had 
very lately been informed of fome important par- 
ticulars ; for the truth of which although he could 
not anfwer, yet he thought himfelf obliged to com- 
municate them to me; and that I might be better 
able to judge of them, the fame perfon from whom 
he received them was the bearer of his letter. 

As foon as I began to examine this man, I per- 
ceived, from the firft queftions I afked him, that 
his depofition would involve fo many perfons of the 
higheft quality at court, that without going any 
farther, I judged it of confequence enough to re- 
quire that his majefty fhould be prefent at his exa- 
mination. The king was then at Saint-Germain ; 
I wrote to him, and in cyphers which he only under- 
ftood, marked the names of thefe perfons. The 
king came to Paris immediately, to examine this 
informer himfelf, who affured him, that all thofe 
perfons (and he named them) held correfpondences 
in the chief cities on the coafts of Provence and 
Languedoc; all which he fpecified, namely, Tou- 
lon, Marfeilles, Narbonne, Bayonne, Blaye, and 
fome others; that the count of Auvergne was upon 
the point of making an attempt upon Saint-Flour 
when he was arrefted ; that all thefe fecret practices 
were favoured by Spain, and the money diftributed 
for that purpofe, furnifhed by this crown. Accord- 
ing to this man, the confpirators had already re- 
ceived feveral thoufand piftoles from the Catholic 
king, expected ftill more, and even depended upon 

fome fupplies of troops; which however, he faid, 
_would not be fent, until they had openly declared 
themfelves enemies of the ftate, by the invafion of 
thofe places before mentioned, and of many other 

maritime forts, 
“The 
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The truth of thefe accufations appeared very 


«vw doubtful, from a circumftance which it is apparent 


did not efcape Murat ; and this was, that the in- 
former had been a domeftic of Calvairac *, in whofe 
houfe .he might indeed have heard fome converfa- 
tion on thefe fubjects : but why advance as certain, 
what had been there propofed as merely poñible ? 
He had received fome bad ufage from his mafter, 
and doubtlefs the defire of revenge ftimulated him 
to this proceeding: what cannot that motive do, 
joined to the hope of gain? which it was well known 
was fo much the greater, as the depofitions which 
were made, appeared of more confequence to his 
majefty. There needed not fo many confiderations 
to induce him to aggravate matters beyond the 
truth. 

I can, with much more certainty, relate what 
pafied in the fynods and other particular affemblies, 
which were held by the proteftants in Poitou, Sain- 
tonge, Angoumois, and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces.. In thefe aflemblies, a fpirit of revolt. and 
mutiny always prevailed: among other very bold 
propofals, it paffed by a plurality of voices, that 
his majefty’s permiffion fhould be afked to call a ge- 
neral aflembly of the proteftants, without explain- 
ing to him the motive of this requeft, or the fub- 
ject to be treated in the aflembly. The king, to 
whom their petition was actually prefented, did not 
refufe to comply with it, but declared (as he had 
aright to do) that he would prefcribe to them the 
place, the matter, and form of this affembly, and 
fend thither a perfon to reprefent himfelf : Chatel- 
leraut was the place he appointed +, and myfelf the 
perfon who was to appear there, with a commiffion, 
to take care of his majefty’s intereft. The prote- 
ftants, thofe I mean who fomented the feditions in 


this body, would rather, I believe, have had their 


* John de Sudrie, baron of Cal- + Life of Dy-Pleffis Mornay, 
vairac, a gentleman of the province b, II. 
ef Querck 
requelt 


Book XXI. ort SE W Ba LA ¥? 


84 


requeft denied, than granted upon fuch conditions; 1605. ° 
they alledged, that, if 1 joined the title of the “VV 


king’s reprefentative to the quality of governor of 
the province in which this affembly was to be held, 
nothing could fhield them againft the authority I 
fhould not fail to arrogate to myfelf. It may be 
imagined that, at this time, my brethren expect- 
ed lefs favour from me than the moft abhorred 
papift. | 

The method which the rebels had recourfe to, 

‘was to prefent another petition to his majefty, figned 
by two or three hundred perfons at leaft ; in which 
they declared, that, upon more mature deliberation, 
they found it neceflary to entreat he would defer cal- 
ling this aflembly.. As foon as Henry was informed 
of this difpofition of the proteftants, he had expect- 
edto receive another petition, from them, and, in 
a letter which he wrote to me from Fontainebleau, 
dated March the 30th, he defired I would advife 
him what to do upon this occafion: I had received 
the fame information as his majefty, and ufed my 
utmoft endeavours to difcover the true ftate of 
things; for which purpofe, the journey I had taken 
the preceding year into Poitou was of great fervice 
to me: however, nothing appeared to me very po- 
fitive, except that three or four of the moft fedi- 
tious amongft them had endeavoured to raife fome 
difturbance, but with fo little fuccefs, that the fires 
they had kindled evaporated infmoke. Imay venture 
to affirm, that. my letters and difcourfe to the leaft 
prejudiced perfons in the party, with my folicitude 
in other refpects, had greatly contributed to reduce 
matters to this point. This it was, upon which 
the advice and the anfwer the king demanded of me 
turned. 

It is certain at leaft that his majefty never heard 
more of this fecond petition which had made fo much 
noife, and by that he was able to guefs the nature 
of all thofe other reports: but he ftill continued to 
geceive, in the beginning of April, fo many sl 

infor- 
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informations, and'thofe of fuch confequence, and 


Sy in appearance fo well founded, that he fuffered him- 


felf to be driven along With the torrent. It was 


reported, and that even by the firft prefident of 
Touloufe, and many other perfons in Guienne, that 
the proteftants, both in that province and in Lan- 
guedôc, had uttered many difrefpectful fpeeches 
againft his majefty : they added, that thefe people 
had refolved to fend a deputation, to prevail upon 


him to recal his grant for holding the affembly at 


Chitelleraut. In another letter dated April 7: Hen- 
ry ordered me to come to him the day after Eafter, 
to affift him in taking a refolution ‘upon thefe new 
letters, and to be prefent at the reception of the’pro- 
teftant deputies ; and laftly, to explain to them his 
intentions in fuch a manner, as became his majefty 
to ufe with fubje&ts who, infome: meafure, pre- 
fumed to give laws to their fovereign. It is cer- 


‘tain, that, although this prince:had been ‘willing to 


take the trouble‘of doing this himfelf, he was: not 


‘in a condition ; for, during this whole month, he 


was afflicted with frequent returns of the gout, 
which had obliged him to have recourfe to a reme- 
dy that never failed: this was: a proper regimen, 
which he obferved with great ftriétnefs during g part 
of the month of May. Of allhis council, he had 


‘no one about ‘his perion but Sillery, and him his 


majefty did not think fit for fuch’a commiffion. 
All thefe circumftances I relate from Henry’s 


letter, which he concluded with: telling me, that 
he would permit me to return to Paris as foon as 


this affair was terminated. In my anfwer, which 
I wrote to this prince while I attended his orders for 
my departure, I reprefented to. him two things, to 
which, in my Pe no reply could be made; 


and thefe were, that if his majefty would not be- 


lieve, what however was abfclutely certain, that all 


-thofe informations which were given him, either 


with great myftery or great noife, were nothing but 


the murmurs. of. fome perfons ‘hired exprefly- for 


7 that 


7 


9 


Book XXI. ors WL LL WY 33 


that purpofe in the provinces, he was then much: 1605. 
to blame’ to fuffer his peace to be thus difturbed, “WS 
when it was in his own:power to reduce thefe rebels 
to filence. It was upon thefe tranfaétions, that my 
enemies fuggefted thofe fufpicions of me to his ma- 
jefty, which produced that difguft I have’ given an 
account of in the former book: and it may be eafily 
imagined, that while that difguft continued, he 
had no inclination to chufe me either for his confi- 
dant or his agent with the proteftants. : My return 
to favour happened i in the manner I have already 
related : he told me, that he could not give a more 
convincing proof of his being perfectly cured of all 
his fufpicions, than by confirming me in the em- 
ployment he had at firft deftined for me. I intreat- 
ed this prince to fend any other perfon rather than 
me to Chatelleraut, invefted with -his authority, be- 
caufe I was apprehenfive of affording, without de- 
figning it, fome new matter for calumny: but 
Henry reafoned in a quite different manner; he be- 
lieved, that, after what had paffed, he owed to him- 
felf, to me, and to my accufers, fuch an incontefta- 
ble proof of his good opinion of me; as the fhew- 
ing me to the public in a poft, wherein the facrifice 
he expected I: fhould make him of my neareft inte- 
refts, would fet my innocence in the cleareft point 
of view, and filence all malice and detraction ; and 
added gracioufly, that my enemies themfelves had 
juft put him upon his guard againft their infinuati- 
_ ons, therefore I had nothing to fear. Then, after 
twice De me, with ‘all his ufual expreflions 
of tendernefs, he ordered me to return to Paris, to 
put all affairs in fuch order, that they might receive ~ 
no prejudice from my abfence; to draw up memo- 
rials of all thofe which related to my commiffion ; 
and to compofe myfelf the inftructions which I was 
to receive in writing from his hand, and with the 
confent of his council. 
_ The king, in the mean time, went to pafs part 
of June at Saint-Germain. In the beginning of this 
:Voz. IV. D . month, 
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1605. month, a defluxion of humours fell. upon his foot *, 
y which he hoped to difperfe by the exercife of bac: 


ing, taking the precaution to have his boot cut open 
upon the part affected : while this fit lafted, he was 
not able to apply to any bufinefs, although, as he 
wrote me word, the prefervation of one half of his 
kingdom fhould depend upon it. When his difor- 
der was abated he returned to Paris, where he pre- 
pared for his journey to Monceaux, after giving all 
the neceflary orders for my departure. 

I put down on paper, all the queftions I defired to 
be refolved, with regard to the feveral parts of my 
function as reprefentative of the king; the anfwers 
to which were to make up the ground of the in- 
ftructions upon which I had juft agreed with his ma- 
jefty. This paper I fent to Villeroi and Frefne, who 
returned it with anfwers to each queftion, adding, 
that if I found them fatisfactory, I might reduce 
them to fuch a form as | judged proper. I was re- 
folved to have two of thefe papers, one more gene- 
ral, and the other in the form of a particular memo- 
rial, joined to the former: thefe two papers regulated 
the manner in which I was to fpeak and act with the 
proteftants, as] am going to fhew. . 

Upon the firft view, the occafion of the afiembly 
at Chatelleraut, did not appear of fuch importance 
as it really was, either with refpect to the king or 
the proteftant body, being granted for no other pur- 
pofe but to examine the deputies fent by this body 
to his majefty. the term of whofe offices was expired, 
and to appoint others to fucceed them, an affair 
which did not require fo folemn an affembly as this 
was likely to be. But, upon a clofer examitiation, 

* ©] went to the arfenal,’ fays ‘of looking at it. We went to- 


Henry IV. fpeaking of one of his ‘ gether to the 'Baftile, and he 
fits of the gout, ‘with my wife; ‘ fhewed us what was doing there: 


* M. de Sully faid to me, “ Sire, 
** you have money: and never fee 
“jt: which really is true e- 
€ nough; for I am fatisfied with 
* knowing Ihave money, without 
# amufing myfelf with the pleafure 


‘I affure you, at that inftant I 
* was attacked by the gout, which 
€ brought to my mind the proverb, 
* Thofe who have the gout, have 
‘ riches” Matthieu, vol, II. b, iif. 
Pe 613. , mas x 
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we fhall find, that the real aim of fome of the chief 1605. 
heads of the proteftant party, was to take advantage Cam 


of this affembly, to extend their rights, and to pro- 
cure the grant of new favours and ‘privileges : ; a de- 
fign which his majefty could not better return, than 
by feizing likewife this opportunity to. recall them, 
with more folemnity, to the obfervation of the old 
regulations, the wifdom and utility of which were 
fufficiently evinced by the effects they had produced; 

and, inftead of fuffering them to be infringed, to 
give them new force, and exact a more ftrict obedi- 
ence to.them ; fo that after this, the proteftant body 
in France, being perfuaded of the rectitude of the 
king’s intentions, and of his firm refolution to main- 


tain his rights, mat either refolve openly to defpite a: 


his authority, or return with fincerity to. their duty: 
this was the principal point of my commiffion. 

To attain this end, I was enjoined to fix their 
view principally upon the edict of pacification iffued 
at Nantes, as a fundamental piece, which might 
ferve them equally for a rule to judge of their con- 
duét towards the king, and of his towards them. I 
was to fhew them, that this edict, which had fuf- 
fered fo many mifinterpretations, being the bafis of 
their liberty, the proof of their fidelity to their king, 
of their attachment to the public good, and of thote 
‘ fentiments which their religion itfelf ought to infpire 
them with; if they obferved it exactly, they would 
_ neither fwerve on one fide or the other, any more 
than Henry had done, who had religioufly fulfilled 
all the obligations it had laid upon him. The free 
exercife of their religion, the peaceable enjoyment of 
their eftates and employments, the gentlenefs of the 
government, the tranquil but folid fituation of af- 
fairs, daily confirmed and ftrengthened the fecurity 
of thofe promifes made by the prince, well known 
by a long train of effects ; rahe, aftly, by the fatif- 
factory anfwers he had given to every thing of im- 
_portance exprefled in their memorials; all thefe were 
fo many pledges of faith in him, which.the prote- 
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1604. ftants ought to return by fuch inftances of fübmiffi- 
CPR on and gratitude, as a good and indulgent prince 
| his a right to exact from his fubjects: their own 
intereft likewife made it neceffary for them to follow 
this plan of conduct, fince, if they juftly confidered 
the true ftate of things, it was they only who run 
any rifques by an infraction. | 
~ The inference to be drawn from all thefe confide- 
‘rations, and which I was ordered to reprefent to the 
‘affembly, was, that they oucht to appear far from 
having a defign of demanding that any alteration 
_ fhould be made in the edict of Nantes; fuch as that 
of being empowered to chufe themfelves a head, ei- 
ther within or without the kingdom, any other than 
the king himfelf, who merited that title from them 
on many accounts. As it could not be forefeen 
what other demands the proteftants would: bethink 
“themfelves of making, they left it to me to chufe 
‘proper arguments either for denying, or eluding 
them : I was only ordered to fignify to them in plain 
“tetms, that for the future they muft not expect fuch 
general affemblies would be permitted; and that 
this, which his majefty had confented fhould be held, 
to inftruét them altogether in their duty, and to ex- 
hort them to fulfil it, fhould be in the place of that 
which they had refolved, in the laft fynod of Gap, 
to entreat his majefty to grant them. 
The reafons for this ceffation of extraordinary af- 
femblies were fufficiently plain; for they were con- 
vened, either on account of: fome-affairs relating to 
the difcipline of the church, fome matters of law 
‘and police, or laftly for fome favour they wanted to 
obtain of the king: for the firft, the proteftants have 
their provincial fynods, which his majefty, by abo- 
‘lifhing the extraordinary aflémblies, made no en- 
croachment «upon. All he demanded with refpeét 
to them, and certainly nothing could be more juft, 
was, that they fhould confine their deliberations to 
religious affairs ; whereas, under this pretence, they 
often treated of fuch as related merely: to the civil 
de | govern- 
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government. If the. defign be to fettle fomething. 16054. 


relating to the adminiftration of juftice and the po- ss”, 
lice, there is no reafon for excepting them from the 


general rule, by which all controverted matters of 


thofe two las are referred to the tribunals of thé 
judges, and the ordinary magiftrates; and laftly, 


thofe which are matters of favour, and depend mere- 
ly upon the king’s indulgence, are to be treated by 


way of petition and, fupplication : nothing: is more. 


ufelefs than thofe great expences and commotions, 
which an extraordinary aflembly occafions, for an 
affair in itfelf of little importance. 


_ There was another reafon for fupprefing thefe 


affemblies, which, although I cannot difeuife, I may 
foften a little, by barely faying, that they often gave. 
occafion for judgments not very favourable for the 
proteftant party; for the public are willing enough 
to fhut their eyes upon wife and prudent determina- 
tions, though not to the intrigues of the difaffected, 
who, in thefe tumultuous affemblies, remain con- 
founded with perfons more equitable, but whofe 
proceedings are lefstaken notice of. [fit happened 
that any of thefe articles, or others of the fame na- 
ture, fhould be contefted at Châtelleraut, it was left 
to me to put an end to them in whatever manner I 
judged beft ; and I was even permitted to take thofe 
advantages which the profeffion of one common faith 
afforded me, to merit their confidence and engage 
their votes: it was only in cafes of obftinacy and 
declared difobedience, that I was obliged to inform 
his majefty, and fufpend all refolutions, till I had 
received his orders; as likewife not to fuffer the af- 
fembly to break up without his leave. 

With refpect to the article of the deputies, it is 
neceflary to inform the reader, that the proteftants 
always kept two men of their party at court, one for 
the ecclefiaftic order, the other for the fecular; they 
were to treat with his majefty’s minifters, or with 
the prince himfélf, upon all affairs neceflary to be 
communicated to him, and to receive his orders con- 
: 3 cerning 
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1605. cerning them. Thefe deputies entered upon this 
SNS office by election, which was renewed every three 
years, when others fucceeded to their place. If we’ 
go back to the fource of this inftitution, we fhall 
not find that the proteftants had any legal title to 
this pretended right of refidence and nomination of. 
the deputies, which they aferted fo ftrenuoufly ; it 
was not mentioned in the edicts, nor even in the 
writings that contained thefe private articles, which 
were fometimes feparate from the treaties: it was 
only a cuftom merely tolerated, and firft introduced 
on account of the refiftance fome fovereign courts 
made to regifterine the ediét of Nantes, and only to 
be continued till that was done. However, his ma- 
jefty had no inclination to deprive the proteftants of 
this privilege: all he required, and this was one of 
the principal points of my commiffion, was that, for 
the nomination of thefe deputies, they fhould adhere 
to one of thofe two methods prefcribed by him to their 
own deputies, when they defired leave to hold the 
affembly, and if poffible to the fecond, by which his 
majefty expected that the proteftants fhould prefent 
to him the names of fix perfons chofen from their 
body, out of which he fhould name two who were 
moft agreeable to him. 

It might poffibly happen, that the heads of the 
party would endeavour to elude thofe regulations 
which his majefty propofed to get received in the 
affembly, and for that purpofe affect to confine them- 
felves te this fingle queftion ; an artifice I was like- 
wife to prevent, As to the affair of Orange, which 
it was certainly expected would be brought upon the 
carpet (as indeed it was) I had orders to reprefent 
to them, that Henry had laboured in vain to manage 
it fo as that this city, which he could not refufe to 
reftore to the prince of Orange, might by him be 
left to the French proteftants. All therefore that 
could be done upon this occafion, was to prevail 
upon Maurice, that in the room of Blaccons, who 
commanded there, and who himfelf defired permif- 
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fion to leave it, he would place a proteftant officer 1605. 
as his lieutenant, whom they might oblige to take Lu 


the oath of obedience to his majeity. I fhall refume 
this affair in the fequel. Such were my general in- 
ftructions, dated July 3d 1605, and figned Henry 
and Forget. 

All the difference between thefe general inftructi- 
ons, and the particular memorial joined to them, 
confifted in this, that the latter made no mention of 
the declared fubject of the affembly, but was confin- 
ed to fome other queftions which might probably be 
difcuffed there, and tended to prevent thofe defigns 
from being effected, which it was fufpected the heads 
of the cabal would endeavour to get the multitude’s 
approbation of. ‘This detail, which was not infert- 
ed in the firft writing, becaufe there was a probabi- 
lity of its being needlefs, was however of great ufe 
to me; and it was upon that account, that I made 
a feparate memorial of thefe inftruétions. 

They imported, that I fhould not fuffer the af- 
fembly, either in their debates or in writing, to ad- 
vance any thing injurious to the Pope, or to ftir up 
again that trifling doctrine of Antichrift, worthy of 
the fynod of Gap, where it had taken birth; that no 
perfon fhould have a feat in the aflembly in the qua- 
lity of a deputy, from any individual whatever, not 
even from Lefdiguieres himielf; - that they fhould 
not, as they had done in that fynod, receive letters 
from foreign princes, particularly from the duke of 
Bouillon. It feemed of importance to his majefty, 
that an ungrateful fubje&, fuch as Bouillon, fhould 
be publicly known to have rendered himfelf unwor- 
thy of any favour from his fovereign. The manner 


in which others, who might be ranked in this clafs, | 


fhould behave in the aflembly, was to regulate the 
treatment they were to receive from me. 

If the quality of prefident of the affembly, which 
his majefty earneftly wifhed they would confer upon 
me, and which, on this occafion, he would not have 
been offended with me for accepting, fhould not be 

D4 fufficient 
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- 1605. fufficient to give weight to what I faid to them, I 
VY was to join to it the authority of governor of the 


province; and, as opportunities: offered, and the 
difpofition of their minds required, | might give 
them to underftand, that the king was not ignorant 
of the defigns of the feditious proteftants ; provided 
that from thence they did not conclude, he was in- 
formed of the places where they were carried on. 
There was fo much the more appearance that the 
article of the cautionary. towns given to the prote- 
{tants would be difcuffed, as the term, to which the 
poffeffions of theïe places was prolonged by his ma- 
jefty, was now near expired; and if this fhould hap- 
pen, I was to hint, either to the afiembly in general, 
or the deputies in particular, that, provided his ma- 
jefty found in them that readinefs to comply with his 
meafures as he required, he would MLD agree 
to a farther prolongation. I had orders not to give 
them any abfolute afiurances of this favour, but to 
mention it as what might be granted, and to promife 
I would obtain it of his majefty : although I had 
then in my poffeffion the letter of grant for that pro- 
longation, I only obliged myielf to keep it fecret, 
till I received the king’s commands to make ufe of it. 
As to thofe fortified towns which had been given 
to the duke of Bouillon, and which from thence for- 
ward were to have no fhare of the funds deftined by 
the king for their maintenance, they were to be de- 
clared for ever excluded from that advantage, as 
likewife from all hope of ever being paid the fum 
promifed by the edict, of Nantes for the fupport of 
the garrifons. This fum, at that time, amounted 
to five hundred feventy three thoufand four hundred 
and thirty-two livres, of which ninety thoufand livres 
had been already cut off. Nor were they to expect 
a new appropriation for thofe funds which had been 
affigned them. I had already received fome petiti- 
ons upon thefe feveral fupprefiions; to which I al- 
ways anfwered, that I thought this proceeding of his 
majefty abfolutely jui. Laftly, by this writing I 
obliged 
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obliged myfelf to do nothing without Henry’s ad- 1606. - 

vice; with whom, from that moment, I began a LA 

regular intercourfe of letters, moft of them very long, Pp 
and feveral in cyphers. This memorial is dated July 
4. figned by his majefty, and counterfigned by Vil- 
leroi. T'wo days aftewards I fet out on my journey. 
Queen Margaret’s refidence at the caftle of Uffon, 
gave her frequent opportunities of hearing news of 
the rebels; and as foon as fhe was informed that I 
was upon the road to Poitou, fhe thought herfelf 
obliged to acquaint me with all the particulars that 
had come to her knowledge: fhe had likewife fome 
affairs of her own to impart tome, which I fhall take 
notice of after I have related thofe which concerned 
my journey. For this purpofe fhe came from Uffon 
to Toury, from whence fhe wrote to his majefty, 
telling him the motive which had induced her to 
take this ftep, and the earneft delire fhe had to con- 
fer with me. I had left Paris, taking my rout 
through Rofny and Lavinville, two hours before the 
meflenger who brought ‘this letter for his majefty, 
and another for me, arrived. The king feeing by 
his own letter, and by mine, what this princefs de- 
fired of him, fent La-Varenne after me on the oth 
of July, to deliver me a letter from him, in which 
he told me, that he fhould be glad if 1 would vifit 
queen Margaret, although I fhould be obliged to 
leave the road to Chatelleraut, and go back as far as 
Orleans. La-Varenne gave me the letter queen 
Margaret had wrote, dated from Toury, July 7. by 
which I learned that this princefs waited for me be- 
tween Paris and Orleans; and that I might not fail 
to meet her, fhe fent Rodelle her mafter of the horfe, 
to defire I would come as far as Orleans, if I did not 
meet her before on the road: but fhe fpared me the 
trouble of going fo far; for, upon my arrival at 
Cercote, I was informed that fhe was there likewife. 
My wife having accompanied me to Rofny and La- 
vinville, I brought her to Cercote with me, that fhe 
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160$. Might take advantage of this opportunity to pay her 
un fefpetts to this princefs. | 


It was fill fo early in the morning when I arrived 
at Cercote, that queen Margaret was not up; how- 
ever, fhe ordered me to be admitted into her cham- 
ber, where I had the honour to confer with her a 


full hour before fhe arofe. We refumed our con- : 


verfation after fhe was drefled, and fpent the whole 
day in the fame manner. I fhall not repeat the po- 
lite and obliging things this princefs faid to me: but 
what I had been told in general by Murat, concern- 
ing the civil factions, was minutely particularifed to 
me by her and Rodelle. They named a great num- 
ber of perfons of the firft quality in Provence and 
Languedoc, and even fome of the relations of the 
duke de Montpenfier and cardinal Joyeufe, who were 
engaged in the confpiracy: fome of thefe perfons 
had been in the fecret of marechal Biron’s defigns, 
and had afterwards joined themfelves to thofe whom 
they found determined to purfue them. The re- 
venge of this marechal, was not one of their leaft 
motives ; and they made ufe of the fame methods he 
had done to excite a rebellion among the people. 
Befides thofe towns which, as we have feen, the con- 
{pirators endeavoured to furprife, they had views 
likewife upon Beziers, Narbonne, and Leucate. All 
thefe informations queen Margaret and Rodelle of- 
fered to fupport with evidences fo clear, as would 
not, they faid, leave me the leaft room to doubt of 
their certainty. I gave his majefty an exact account 
of what I had heard, in a letter I wrote to him from 
Cercote, dated July 14. I likewife fent him a lift 
of the confpirators names, as I had received it from 
queen Margaret and Rodelle, but I ftill perfifted in 
my former opinion ; nor, in all they had faid to me, 
did I find occafion to alter it. 

It is certain, however, that thefe informations 


Were too circumftantial and well fupported not to 
merit fome'belief ; for Rodelle had been himfelf of 


the cabal, and had left it, only through a reflexion 
upon 
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upon the rafhnefs of all their meafures. He told 160%. 
me, that La-Chapelle-Biron, and above thirty gentle- wan 


men more of his acquaintance, had taken the fame 
refolution to leave the cabal, and inform his majefty 
of all they knew, provided they could be fure of ob- 
taining the pardon they would implore of him: that 
they had applied to him to take this ftep in their fa- 
vour; and this he proved by the letters they had 
written to him for that purpofe. He added, that 
they had violent fufpicions that my journey to Poitou 
concealed a fecret defign of feizing them : that they 
had prevailed upon queen Margaret to declare. their 
intentions to me, and the earneft defire they had to 
efface the remembrance of their error, by their fu- 
ture fidelity and fervices to his majefty. All this 


was fufficiently clear, and I had no doubt of it re- - 


maining : but they endeavoured in vain to perfuade 
me that the whole kingdom was in a flame, while 
I faw only an inconfiderable number of rafh zealots, 
whom it was eafy for his majefty to crufh, whenéver 
he would condefcend to treat as a férious matter, a 
defign which deferved only derifion and contempt. 
For what remained, as often as I attempted to exa- 
mine ftrictly into thefe informations, in appearance 
of fuch weight, and fupported with fuch proofs, I 
always found that the faife greatly exceeded the true. 

In this, however, Henry was of an opinion con- 
trary to mine: he thought the flighteft difturbance 
within his kingdom merited all his attention, ‘* be- 
“* caufe, faid he, the French were ever fond of no- 
<< velties, and eagerly admit every change.” He 
often complained, in his anfwers to my letters, that 
fome of his other minifters had as flight a notion of 
the prefent evil as myielf: he was mote confirmed 
in his apprehenfions, when a memorial from Vivant 
fell into his hands, which exaétly agreed with all 
that had been told me by queen Margaret and Ro- 


delle. “He difpatched orders immediately to Vivant, - 


to fend him thé perfon from whom he received thofe 
informations; and to me, to make, in concert with 
TE eal : Vivant, 
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Vivant, as foon as I arrived at Châtelleraut, the 


Seve ftrigtett ; inquiries into every thing that concerned this 


cabal, Vivant being one of the proteftant deputies 
to the aflembly, this quality might poffibly render 
me fufpected by him: the king, Fate Dh had taken 
care to obviate this difficulty, by writing to him that 
he might place an entire confidence in me. ‘The 
letter paffed through my hands, with a precaution 
that Vivant fhould not be named in the affair, left, 
by lofing his credit with the proteftants, he fhould 
not have it in his power to ferve his majefty effectu- 
ally with them. As to Rodelle, and the other 


gentlemen before mentioned, Henry approved of the 


refolution I had taken with queen Margaret to fend 
them to him: he heard what they had to fay, gave 
them his orders, and fent them back to perform the 
promifes they made him, to labour there for his fer- 
vice. ‘This prince never regretted any expence which 


‘thefe emiffaries and informers put him to. 


Some of them had intercepted the copy of a letter 
written to the duke of Bouillon, by one of his con- 
fidants, whom they fufpected to be Saint-Germain- 
de-Clan, and brought it to the king: this perhaps 
was the caufe of his increafed vigilance. I fhall give 
an account of this letter here, that the reader may 
be able to judge whether the inferences that were 
drawn from it at Monceaux were altogether juft. It 
made part of the packet which Henry fent me from 
this place. Saint-Germain, or whoever this corref- 
pondent of Bouillon’s was, by this letter endeavoured 
principally to perfuade him, that it was neceflary he 
fhould fend fome perfon in his name to the aflembly 
of Chatelleraut, who might fupport his interefts 
there; or write at leaft a letter, which his friends 


might produce. The very confiderable part the 


duke acted among the proteftants, the neceffity of 
proving his innocence, and the advantage to be ac- 
quired from fhewing how much he fuffered for the 
common caufe, the general intereft of the whole 


Party, his own credit to be maintained . with fo- 


| réigners, 
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reigners, the’ folemnity of this aflembly, and'the 1605. 
example of that of Gap, were fo many motives y) 
which in the beginning of this letter were urged 
‘with the utmoft earneftnefs to move him. = 
~~ The reft was a confufed mafs of conjectures, in- 
ferences, and precautions, on the fubject of this af- 
fembly; all intended to prove, that the proteftant 
church had nothing to hope or expect but from his 
efforts alone. The author of this letter fuppofes, 
that Henry had totally forgot all his former pro- 
mifes ; and that he openly facrificed the proteftants 
to their moft cruel enemies: as proofs of which, ‘he 
alledged the connection between the king’s council 
and that of Rome, the immenfe fums which he faid 
were expended to make a Pope, the rejoicings for 
his election, and the favour the Jefuits enjoyed, fuf- 
ficiently fhewn by the demolition of the pyramid. 
He afterwards confidered what, in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, might be the refult of the affembly ; 
and prefaged nothing but misfortunes, as well on 
“account of the ‘timidity of the party, as the artifices 
the king would make ule of to obtain his ends. 
_. Here I began to appear upon the fcene, and it 
may be eafily gueffed what fort of figure 1 made. 
According to the author of this letter, I had propo- 
fals to make, which could not fail of removing: all 
difficulties ; among others, that of prolonging the 
time for the poffeffion of the cautionary towns. 
Saint-Germain hoped contrary to his firft hopes, or 
rather, to reaflure Bouillon, depended upon my ar- 
tifices with refpect to the, choice of the deputies all 
failing, and reafoning his own way upon the ftruggles 
he fuppofed I fhould have in my mind between my 
confcience, which could not yield to adopt the po- 
licy of the council, and my ambition, which would 
not fuffer me to make the Pope and the papifts my 
enemies, he fometimes faw no probability that I 
would take upon myfelf a commiffion which I could 
not execute to the king’s fatisfaction, ‘without be- 
-traying my religion ; nor ferve my religion, without 
pak | expofing 
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1605. expofing myfelf to unavoidable difgrace. He like- 
AY wife faw nothing but obftacles and dificulricas in fuch 
a commiffion, which I fhould never be able to fur- 
mount. As he did not know that his majefty, be- 
fides leaving the general places of fecurity to the 
proteftants, would confent alfo that the individuals 
of that body fhould keep thofe they were at prefent 
in pofieffion of ; and believing that this circumftance 
alone was fufficient to alienate their affections, he 
- triumphed in my perplexity and confufion: he al- - 
ledged, that the king had faid, the perfon whom he 
fhould fend in his name to the aflembly, would have 
nothing to do but to declare his will there. Upon 
thefe words, he affirmed boldly, that rather than 
go to any place in my government where the people 
would not pay me the honours I thought due to me, 
nor even allow me to be prefent at their confultati- 
-ons, 1 would find reafons to get mylelf difpenfed 
with from taking that journey; or at the worft, if 
I fhould go, Saint-Germain engaged to the duke of 
Bouillon, that all my authority fhould not hinder the 
affembly from giving his letter a refpectful reading, 
or his deputy an honourable reception, 
_. The misfortune was, that the weaknefs of this 
duke’s partifans was a point fo generally known, that, 
notwithftanding all this fhew of confidence, and 
oftentation of power, his friend was obliged to con- 
fefs, that the coldnefs of the provinces, and the ne- 
gle& of the party, with refpect to him, was very 
great. And having thus fpared the duke’s confufion 
by thefe foftened expreffions, he approved of the 
caution which Bouillon had been the firft to advife 
-fhould be ufed when he was mentioned, which was, 
not to make any demand for him in his name, which 
was the leaft liable to oppofition; but confine them- 
felves to remonftrances from the proteftant body in 
general, upon the depriving him of his places, re- 
. fufing him juftice, his banifhment, and the perfecu- 
tion he was expofed to on account of his zeal for his 
religion. He confidered what ‘danger might be ap- 
prehended 
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prehended from a letter written in this form to the 1605. 
affembly, and finding none, although they fhould vs 


even pay noregard to it, and, fuppofing the worft, 
facrifice it to the king; he exhorted the duke of 
Bouillon to write fuch a one, giving it as his opini- 
on, that it fhould not be made public at firft ; but, 
being read on a fudden to the aflembly, derive fome 
advantage from thofe firft emotions of compaffion 
which it was likely to excite. He added, that the 
party would look upon it asa ftroke of great confe- 
quence for the duke, if the letter, inftead of being 
prefented to the affembly by one fingle perfon, fhould 
be brought thither by the deputies from the upper 
and lower Guyenne, where his fortrefles were fituat- 
ed; or that they fhould appear to have undertaken 
the commiffion of themfelves, or, what was ftill 
better, by the orders of their provincials. * | 

» This was the letter which made fo much noife at 
court. To the packet his majefty fent me, Sillery 


thought proper to add a letter from himfelf upon _ 


this fubject alone. Sillery was the perfon whom 
Henry kept near him, and who was then employed, 
as well in reconciling the prince of Conti and the 
count of Soiffons, at that time at variance with each 
other, as in the affair of Orange, which, according 
to the advices his majefty received from Lefdiguie- 
res and others, was taking an unfavourable turn. 
‘When I read the copy of this letter to the duke of 
Bouillon, I was convinced that the court would take 
a falfe alarm at it. J faw nothing in the contents 
which did not confirm me in my opinion that the 
feditious party was very inconfiderable, carelefs, un- 
fteady, deftitute of all refources, and far from any 
intention to undertake any enterprife of importance; 
and that Bouillon, who had more experience than 


the reft, would not engage in fuch extravagant | 


fchemes as were propofed to him one after the other, 
fchemes without order of connexion, and leading to 
no fixed end, fince there was nothing but confufion 
ta be expected from them, : In a-word, amidft that 


falie. 
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160%: falfe courage which is infpired by'great prefumption, 
wey andonotwithftanding that affectation of fine policy, 


I thought I could plainly perceive difunion among 
the members of this body, and defpair in its leader. 
I therefore perfifted in my former opinion, and de- 
clared. my fentiments freely in the anfwer I fent to 


 Monceaux; although probably, by doing fo, Iren- 


dered my fincerity a little doubtful: but I comforted 
myfelf by the reflection that thofe fufpicions would 
faft at moft, but till the difcovery of this myftery, 
which would be effected by the affembly at Chatel- 


leraut. 


As for the other affertions in this letter, I can af- 
fure the reader, that I never felt thofe ftruggles and 
perturbations of mind, which the writer of it, and 
many other perfons, attributed to me upon the choice 
I was to make, between ferving my prince, and my 
religion; fince in reality, in this affair, I faw no 
foundation for making fuch an alternative. A com- 
mon prejudice prevails among all fects of religion ; 
aman is never fuppofed to be a fincere profefior of 
the one he has embraced, unlefs he fupports it ob- 
ftinately, even in fuch points where it is moft vifibly 
wrong. Upon this footing, I confefs, the method 
I was determined to purfue might, by the author of 
that letter, and thofe who judged like him, draw 
upon me the epithets of falfe brother, deferter, and, 
if they pleafe, traitor: however, it was not the ap- 
probation of fuch as thofe, that I propofed to obtain, 
but of perfons who, of whatever party or religion 
they were, would, in their judgment of my conduct, 
preferve the ballance of equity and difintereftednefs. 
If ever religion admits of the afiftance of policy, it 
ought to be of a policy pure, fimple, and upright 
as itfelf ; any other may indeed appear to ferve it, 


but does not in reality, and fooner or later never 
fails to ruin it. 


Flaving determined to be guided by no other prin- 


_ ciple in my tranfaétions with the aflembly, I thought 


could not too carefully avoid all appearances of af- 
feétation 
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fectation or difguife in my conduc; that thofe who 1605. 
were influenced byan imprudent.zeal, or actuated by ses 


a {pirit of cabal, might have no hopes of gaining or 
feducing me: therefore, from the beginning, [ 
fhewed myfelf folicitous to fupport, on this occafon, 
that character by which ail France was to know how 
I would act on every other; that is, of a man as 
fincerely attached to the true principles of the prote- 
ftant religion, as incapable of drawing the falfe con- 
fequences which many of the proteflants did, or of 
approving their irregular proceedings. | he f. eech 
I made at the opening of the affembly, which lafted 
half an hour, was wholly calculated to produce this 


effect, without troubling mytelf to confider whether. 


it would give pleafure or offence to the greateft num- 
et Ê | 

I began by reprefenting to them, that, among fo 
many perfons blindly devoted to the will of the 
prince, his majefty would not have fixed upen a 
perfon to treat with them whofe unfhaken conftancy 
to his religion was fo well known, if he was more 
folicitous to fupport or increafe his rights, than to 
perfuade their judgements and gain their hearts: that 
this reafon was fufficient to make them place an ab- 
folute confidence in all that I fhould fay or do, fince 
‘Accertainly had ‘not waited for this moment bafely to 
betray my religion. Buti declared to them, at the 
fame time, that they muft expect to fee me as zea- 
lous for the intereft of my prince, when it did not 


injure what I owed to my, religion and the general © 


good, fince it was incumbent upon me to juttify, 
to his majefty himfelf, the choice he had made of 
me; and to fupport, in the view of the whole king- 
dom, the reputation of a prudent and upright mini- 
fter; which I flattered myfelf I now enjoyed. Lin- 
vited them to fhare this honour with me, obferving, 
that here honour and good policy were the fame. 
This point indeed I found mott difficulty to perfuade 
them of; and when they heard meaffert, that their 
cautionary towns had no fence but their own good 
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1605. inclinations, they, inftead of taking my words lite: 
y rally, looked upon them as a paradox, or a figure 


in oratory. | 
Nothing, however, was more certain: and to 
fhew the proteftants, that the firft foundation of their 


.policy was falfe, I entered upon the difcuffion of 


this principal point; that is, the keeping of their 
towns, in which they fancied their greateft ftrength 


confifted, and concerning which, as I was informed, 


they were incited to make very earneft and very bold 
reprefentations to his majefty. I fhewed them, that 
the great number of little paltry places which they 
held under this title, was fo far from being advan- 
tageous to them, that they would haften their ruin, 
if ever they had an attempt made upon them by a 
king of France, the prefent king efpecially, to whom 
many of their officers were attached; becaufe that 
not having any fortrefs fo mean, or governor fo in- 
confiderable, who would not pretend to the honour 
of making fome refiftance, it muft neceflarily hap- 
pen, that their tolerable cities, which were about 
ten or twelve in number, muft fuffer greatly from 
this ufelefs difperfion of their foldiers and ammuni- 
tion, and from time to time fall into the hands of 


their enemies ; I did not even except Lefdiguieres, 


their Achilles, provided that he waited for this ex-: 
tremity, to feparate himfelf from them: in reality, 
without judging too rafhly of this officer, it might 
be confidently afferted, that the only religion capable 
of fixing him, was that which could fecure him in 
the pofleffion of his riches, and the authority he had 


always exercifed throughout his province. Some 


other proofs of his being but flightly attached to the 
doctrine of the proteftant church, might be produc- 
ed. I am obliged to difcover in this manner the real 
principles of Lefdiguieres, becaufe it was one part 
of my commiflion, to fhew that the moft fécret dif- 


“pofitions of the party were not unknown. 


‘The conduct of Du-Pleffis was very different, but 


“fill more to be pitied: this man, in whom an ar- 


‘dent 
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dent. zeal for his party held the place of experience 1605. 
and military virtue, had taken it into his head to ww 


fortify his caftle of Saumur, and did it in fuch a 
manner, that to defend it would require a garrifon 
of eight thoufand men, with ammunition in pro- 
portion. I defired to know where Du-Plefis would 
procure-al] this, fhould he be attacked unexpectedly ; 
and-added, that what I faid to them was not by way 
of information, fince I was not ignorant that they 
were condemned to know this truth, by the refult 
of the deliberations in their provinces; as well as by 
their own lofles ; but only to fhéw them, that the 
kine’s council reafoned juftly upon their fituation : 
and that if, notwithftanding this knowledge, they 
were left in peace, that confideration ought to,in- 
creafe their gratitude and affection for the prince 
their. benefactor. 

I then proceeded to acquaint the deputies with his 
majefty’s intentions, in a manner that would admit 
of no doubt or equivocation : that they were for the 
future not to receive in their fynods, or even in their 
houfes, any deputies or letters from foreign princes, 
cities, communities, or French lords; namely, mef- 
fieurs de Rohan, de Bouillon, de Lefdiguieres, de 
La-Force, de Chatillon, and Du-Pleiiis, bocaalt 
the king would not fuffer any affairs of importance 
to be treated of in his kingdom, without his parti- 
cipation : that upon no pretence or reafon whatever, 
they were ever more permitted to hold an affembly 
like thofe they had formerly held; but if they had 
any requeft to make to his majefty, they were to 
apply to the deputies, who were allowed to ftay at 
court for this purpofe, and that it fhould be expreff> 
ed in the cahier of their province. I declared to 
them, that if they pretended, in this affembly, to 
take refolutions contrary to thefe orders, befides the 
other inconveniences to which they would expofe 
themfelves, they muft expect to fee me make ufe of 
all the power annexed to my commiffion, and all 


the authority granted to a governor in his province, 
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to bring them back to their duty. This was the- 


Lane fubftance of my fpeech to the affembly ; leaving it 


to them to fettle at leifure the affairs of the RARES 
and the cautionary towns. 

“This fpeech, and particularly the declaration gi 
which I concluded it, gave gréat offence to many 
deputies of the affembly ; it occafioned feveral warm 
difputes in their private confultations, and four or 
five deputations to me: thofe whofe intereft it was 
that the affembly fhould not proceed to more effen- 
tial affairs, defired no better than to wafte the time 
in this kind of preliminary queftions, and protracted 
them on purpofe. But with a litle induftry, and 
fome addrefs, I put an end to this ufelefs prelude. 
The king highly refented their not chufing me pre- 
fident of the aflembly ; though afterwards, altering 
his opinion on that head, he had advifed me not to 
accept of it: he thought that, upon feveral confide- 
tations, I merited this honour from them; and faid 


publicly with great refentment, that on this occafion 


the proteftants had given an equal proof of their dif- 
regard to the public good, as jealoufy of me; but 
itis certain, that Iwas the firft, and even the only 
one, who made any objection to it, ‘and this for rea- 
fons which I wrote his majefty word I would tell 
him myfelf, and with which he would be fatisñed. 
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oe HE general affembly of the proteftants 
| at Châteileraut was already opened, when 

the king received a letter from the duke 
of Bouillon, which was brought by a man named 
Ruffy. In this letter Bouillon acquainted his ma- 
jefty, that a league was actually forming among the 
German princes againft the houfe of Auftria ; and 
that thefe princes, being defirous of ftrengthening 
themfelves with the power and afliftance of his ma- 
jefty, had fixed upon him to be a mediator between 
the king and them. On their part, he promiled a 
full fecurity to the king and kingdom ; and on his 
own, he offered, with an effufion of the nobleit 
dentiments, to affift this defign with his perfon and 
forces, exprefling great joy at his having found an 
opportunity fo often hinted at by Montluet, when, 
in writing to him by the king’s orders, he told him, 
that it was by real and effectual fervices, and not 
by words only, that for the future he could per- 
fuade this prince of the purity of his intentions. 


Henry, at the receipt of this letter, was neither. 


much moved in favour of the duke of Bouillon, 
-nor. greatly -pleafed,with the pretended fcheme: far 
: E 3 from 
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. 1605. from accepting an offer in appearance fo favourable 
&v~ to his defigns, he was apprehenfive of raifing an 
unfurmountable obftacle to the execution of them 
by too great precipitation ; befides, the fnare which 
Bouillon laid for him, was too thinly difguifed to 
produce the effect it was defigned for. Nothing 
could be more improbable, than that the German 
princes fhould chufe Bouillon to aét the part of a 
mediator and reconciler, he who was himfelf con- 
fidered by the council of France as a criminal. 
Henry therefore contented himfelf with telling 
Ruffy, in anfwer to this letter, that the duke’s in- 
formations were too indeterminate, and came too 
late. Bouillon would certainly have expected very 
little fuccefs from this artifice, if he had known that 
a letter, which he had written to the proteftants af- 
fmbled at Chatelleraut, fell at the fame time into 
his majefty’ s hands. This letter was a kind of an- 
fwer to that which, as we have obferved, had been 
Jately fent to Bouillon by Saint-Germain. de-Clan, 
and it was well known was defigned for him ; 
though, in one part of it, he mentions Saint-Ger- 
inain as a third perfon. By the contents, it was 
piain, that the letter he wrote his majefty from Ger- 
many, was done with no other view but to induce 
the king to treat him more favourably in the affem- 
bly, and to hinder him from fufpeCting the true 
motives of his conduct. 

The duke of Bouillon, in his letter to Saint- 
Germain, did not lofe fight of his quality of chief 
of the party, fince it was written with an intention 
to reoulate the proceedings of the aflembly. The 
nomination of the deputies was the article firft and 
principally confidered in it: he gave his opinion of 
each of thofe perfons who might pretend to this 
office; fuch as La-Noué, Du-Plefiis, Bellujon, and 
Saint-Germain himfelf, in whofe favour he gave 

“his vote for continuing him in his employment, 
from which he was now difcharged, and interefted 
himfelf fe much in it as to exhort the proteftants to 
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unite their endeavours to make the e'ection fall upon 1605. 
him: he beftowed great praifes upon La-Noué, www 


but. recommended it to them to give the preference 
to Saint-Germain, the office which the firft exerci‘ed 
at Geneva. fo ufefully for the party, affording a 
plaufible pretence for excluding him from the de- 
putation, without which it is probable he might be 
offended.. He fpoke of Du-Pleffis, as of a man 
too obftinately attached to his own opinions, and 
able likewife to make himfelf be liftened to and re- 
{pected by Lefdiguieres ; which to the duke feemed 
{o important a point, that he confidered the want of 


that power in Bellujon almoft as a crime. Bellujon, - 


he allowed, had underftanding, prudence and ad- 
drefs, and, next to Saint-Germain, had the beft 
claim to the deputation. : The perfect agreement be: 
tween thofe two might indeed produce miracles ; but 
Bellujon’s attachment to Lefdiguieres was, in the 
Opinion of Bouillon, a ftain in his character which 
could not be effaced : he would have done better to 
have owned freely, that he was jealous of the re- 
putation Lefdiguieres had acquired ia the party. 
Another fault which Bouillon attributed, equally 
and without exception, to all the candidates for the 
office of deputy, was that attention they difcovered 
to their own intereft, which however he confidered 
as. no objection, becaufe of its being fo general. 
Bouillon next proceeded to fpeak of himfelf ; 
and here vanity dictated every word. He informed 
Saint-Germain, that it was reported in Germany, 
the king was defirous of being reconci'ed to him, 
and that Parabere of Montluet would be foon {-nt 
to -him for that purpofe; and, to remove all fulpi- 
cions of the truth of this affertion, he fent him a 
letter which he faid Montluet had written to him, in 
which he defired him to apply to fome perfons who 
might be able to effect à reconciliation between Hen- 
ry and him. . From all this Bouillon drew a thou- 
fand confequences, upon the confideration they had 


for him in Germany, the great advantages which | 
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1604, the proteftant party received from him, and the fears 
vs With which he infpired the king and his council : 


he was not willing to leave his brethren i in doubt, 
that he would not hear all the propofitions his ma- 


_ jefty made to him, through an apprehenfion that 


they were only fnares which were laid for him, to 
deprive him of the authority he had acquired among 
the people. He lightly pafled over the article of 
fending fome perfon in his name to the affembly, 
and {poke of it as a thing fubjeét to difficulties ; and 
upon which it was neceflary to confult Letdiguieres, 
Du Pleffis, and Saint-Germain. 

But he dwelt with a peculiar fatisfaction upon the 
folemn affemblies which were held at his houfe, 
compofed of all the moft diftinguifhed perfons in 
Germany, afferting that the proteftant religion muft 
neceflarily receive the higheft benefit from them. 
By the refentment he here difcovered againft Lefdi- 
guieres, it was judged that the latter ‘had declared 
his fentiments of thefe fo much boafted affemblies 
a little too freely ; but the duke of Bouillon, to 
give a juft idea of their extreme utility, affured his 
party, that the fole apprehenfion of what might be 
refolved upon there was fufficient to difturb Henry’s 
repofe, and make him ufe every method to gain 
him. He added, that he had been often reproached 
by the perfons who compofed thefe aflemblies, with 
not having made the court of France fufficiently | 
fenfible of the advantages he poñlefled, and had re- 
ceived offers from them to take this trouble upon 
themfelves ; but that he had oppofed this effect of 
their zeal, by reprefenting to them (with wonderful 
modefty) that the jealoufy which Henry entertained 
of him being the true caufe of the difference be- 
tween them, their interceffion wouid have no other 
confequence but to augment that jealoufy, and pre- 
judice tremfelves, without ferving him. The only 
method by which Henry could be brought to reafon 

“which: hé infinuated was the opinion of this whole 


aflembly of Se as well as his own) was to re- | 
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duce him, through fear of what he might under- 1605. 
take, to a neceflity of granting them all theyide 5 


fired. - | | | 
All the notice this very fingular letter deferved 
(if it be granted that it deferved any) was to make 
ufe of it to prevent fome demands which it was 
probable might be made in the afflembly; for, as 
to the reft; whom could Bouillon expect to impofe 
upon by his arrogant boaîts ? There is no neceffity for 
feeking anyother proof than what thefe ridiculous ro- 
domantados afford, that the feditious party had made 
no preparations, either within or without the king- 
dom, for a revolt; that they did not yet underftand 
each others fchemes, or had come to any explana- 
tion concerning their common and:general intereft. 


With regard to this new pretended'league in favour 


of the proteftants ; there was good reafon for think- 
ing of it as Lefdiguieres did : in one word, that it 
was the mere invention of Bouillon. Caumartin 
never mentioned it in his letters to the king, al- 
though he had a conference with the landgrave of 
Heffe concerning every thing that related to the 
‘duke of Bouillon ; and all the landgrave defired 
to know of him was, if the king had really em- 
ployed Monluet in the expreffes his majefty had fent 
to Sedan. : The reafon which induced the Jand- 
grave of Heffe to afk this queftion, was a report which 
had been fpread in Germany, that his moft Chriftian 
majefty was endeavouring to get poffeffion of Sedan 
byfurprife, and to abolifh the reformed religion there, 
It was plain that this report was raifed by Bouillon 
himfelf, who, taking occafion from that to gratify 
his hatred of the king, infinuated at the fame time, 
that his city was fo ftrong, Henry could have no 
hopes of taking it but by a ftratagem: this was, 
indeed, to poffefs the art of uniting together pre- 
fumption, malice, and falfhood. All the duke of 
Bouillon’s talents might be reduced to a great fer- 
tility of invention, and confummate dexterity in 
fpreading reports difadvantageous to his enemies. 
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1605. Of the fame kind was that which prevailed con- 
Sr cerning the refolution taken by the Swiffes affern- 


bled at Badan, contrary to the interefts of France, 
and proceeded from the fame perfon : it occafioned, 
for a fhort time, fome apprehenfions in the king 
dom, as the bufinefs mentioned in the former year, 
in which the leagues of the Grifons were employed, 
{till remained unfinifhed; but when it was found 
that Caumartin, who would not have failed to have 
informed the king of it immediately if it had been 
true; was wholly filent concerning it, there was fuf- 
ficient room ta believe, that it was only an inven- 
tion of thofe whofe interelt it was, that affairs fhould 
not go well in thofe cantons, 

I could have wifhed, that his majefty had fhewn 
the fame contempt for the informations of thof 
mercenary fpies, whofe numbers began to increafe 
to fuch a degree, that they became chargeable to 
the government; and I freely own, that I regreted 
thofe large fums which were difburfed, to pay this 
kind of fervice; which, on account of the intereft 
thofe from whom it was received were governed by, 
either with regard to themfelves, to augment the 
garrifons of a city, or to procure a confiderable gra- 
tuity, was greatly fufpected by me. : A certain man 
gave information of an aflembly which was to be 
held at Puy-Laurens in the Upper Languedoc; he 
gave ina memorial of what pañed there, and like- 
wife affured us, that he himfelf had been prefent. 
Another officer or foldier of Quercy pevailed upon 
Vivant to fend him to the king, becaufe he faid he 
had been folicited by a friend of his at Sarlat * to 
feize Domme; and declared the names of thofe 
who had fpoken to them both upon this. fubject : 
this determined Henry to fend Themmes thither to 
feize the perfons accufed. All thefe informations 
were afterwards found to be either falfe, or excef- 
fively exaggerated. It was not my opinion that 


® In Perigord. 
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] was the firft to advife the king to fend fome trufty ~~~ 


perfons to refide in Perigord and Quercy. The 
kine; to whom I was not accuftomed to fpeak in 
this manner, conceived great apprehenfions from it, 
and { was obliged to aflure him that I had received 
no bad news from either of thefe provinces. : 

But the method I would have preferred to all 
thefe little enquiries, as being both the fhorteft and 
moft fecure, was to give, from time to time, and 
as occafions offered, examples of fevere punifhment, 
fuch as the arret againft the two Luquifles, Provin- 
cial eentlemen. © It was refolved at the Arfenal, that, 
before I went away, an attempt fhould be made to 
feizé them; for which purpofe; the king made ufe 
of Ranchin, phyfician to the conftable, who amufed 
thefe mutineers fo artfully, that the chevalier Mont- 
imorency feized nine or ten of the faction altoge- 
ther, with their two leaders, and confined them in 
the prifon of Aiguefmortes: they were fo indifcreer, 
that, amidft the confufion caufed by their firft fur- 
prize, they confefied themfelves guilty of carrying 
“on criminal correfpondences with Spain. Henry, 
fully refolved to punifh them, fent the chevalier 
de Montmorency and Ranchin, at their return from 
this expedition, to Chantilly, to tell the conftable 
that he muft come the next day and prepare mat- 
ters for their trials. It was this plot which made 
his majefty renew his defign of taking a journey 
this year towards Provence. The report of an ar- 
mament of galleys being fitted out by the Spaniards 
at Naples, was a fecond inducement. However, I 
faw no greater reafon for taking umbrage at this ar- 
mament now, than before, the Spaniards making 
almoft the fame preparations every year, on account 
of their trade to the Levant. 

: The king was likewife informed, that fome of 
the leading men in the affembly, fought only to pro- 
‘Jong the time in ufelefs debates, to the end that I 
night quit it through wearinefs, or that affairs of 

another 
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160%. another kind might fuffer by my .abfence ; and to 
y effect this, had refolved to make ufe of feveral pre- 


tences, fuch as fending the deputies directly to the : 
king to propofe their demands, or to bear their ge- 
neral thanks, as if the affembly was looked upon 
as ufelefs. Henry ordered Parabere, who was go- 
ing to his government, to confer with me concern- 
ing this report, relying wholly upon my diligence 
to difpatch the bufinels of the aflembly with fpeed; 
but at the fame time completely. For which pur- 
pofe, I refolved to take meafures, fo much the more 
likely to fucceed, as they flattered:the vanity of the 
deputies. His majefty alfo commanded Parabere 
to affift me in my endeavours to difcover the authors 
of theie intrigues, but he would not venture to truft 
him with the fecrets of moft confequence; and even 
when he fent him to me to. act in concert upon a 
certain memorial, he thought it neceffary to fend 
me this memorial by another hand, that I might 
have time to examine it, and take fuch meafures as 
I thought proper, before the arrival of Parabere. 
Henry did not act in this manner thro’ an appre- 


hhenfion of his failing in his duty, but Parabere had 
one fault, which is only fo with refpect to politics, 


he could never believe ill of any one; and another, 
which is generally joined to the former, a readinefs 
to contract friendfhips with all forts of men, whe- 
ther ill or well affected to the government: he was 
never moved with any thing that was faid concern- 
ing the French faction; and as often as the king 

nentioned the duke of Bouillon in his prefence, he 
never failed to juftify his innocence, and attributed 


all the crimes that were alledged againft him to the 
-malice of his enemies. It was this prepoffeffion 


that made his m aettY> though he difcovered all his 
difpleafure againft the duke to.Parabere, affign his 


former practices againft him as the caufe, without 


giving any hint to him of the more-recent proofs 
he had of his.difobedience ; it was-my part alfo;.to 
| regu- 
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reoulate my conduct with Parabere upon this know- 
ledge. 

But fetting afide all that was reported to the king, 
let us fee what really paffed in the affembly. The 
firft meetings were as tumultuous and diforderly as 
I had expected they would be: the difaffected party 
affiduoufly applied themfelves to imbitter the minds 
of others, and prepare them for fedition, becaufe 
they thought it would be more difficult to inflame 


them afterwards, if they fuffered the affembly to 


take a peaceable turn. ‘They therefore had recourfe 


to their accuftomed arts, and induftrioufly confirmed 
the falfe reports they had’ raifed, that the king was 


going to abolifh their privileges, cancel their fynods, 
to take advantage of the prefent affembly, to de- 
claré all the penfions he was accuftomed to give to’ 
the minifters of the proteftant religion ftruck off 
from the accounts of ‘his revenues. Henry, when 
he complained of -the averfion of the proteftants for 
him, and for thofe whom he employed in affairs 
of ftate, ufed fometimes to fay, that they deferved 
to be deprived of their penfions, offices, and go- 
vernments. Thefe words were reported to the af- 
fembly, as proceeding from a fixed refolution, and 
were conftrued into a pofitive declaration. 

* As I was not ignorant from what fource thofe en- 
venomed allegations proceeded, after having repre- 
fented the falfhood of them, I refolutely oppofed 
their making any demands in this affembly, in the 
name, or on the part of Bouillon, Lefdiguieres, 
and Du-Pleffis; nor would I fuffer any perfon to 
fpeak there, but thofe that had a claim to that pri- 
vilege, by their quality of deputies from the pro- 
vinces.. I caufed it to be privately intimated to Du- 
Pleffis, that I left it to his choice, either to ftay 
voluntarily from the affembly at Châtelleraut, or 
to come there as a mere fpeétator, and as a pri- 
vate man. This mortified him extremely ; but he 
took ‘the firft part, ‘either that, defpairing of fuc- 
cefs, he was willing to avoid the blame of any re- 
. L | folutions 
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1602.. folutions taken in his abfence, although contrary to 
uv all his fchemes, or that he promifed himielf fome 


refource, or perhaps vengeance, by procuring an 
infurrection in the affembly i inhis favour. In effect, 
he fo fixed the deputies from Dauphiny in his in: 
tereft, that they cried out, nothing could be done: 


‘without him. But I took my. meafures fo well,. 


that I made the prefence of Du-Plefiis as unnecef- 
fary as that of Bouillon. From him I expected no, 
lefs than fuch an inftance of refentment ; but that 
Lefdiguieres fhould.debafe himfelf fo far, as to at, 
by his emiffaries,. the. part of a clamourer, in fa, 
vour of a man fo juftly in difgrace with his majefty 3 


he who lately had received a diftinguifhing favour 


for Créquy, his fon-in-law.; this was an inftance of 
meannefs and ingratitude that {could with difficulty 
pardon in him. On all thefe occafions I faw the 
utility of having taken proper, fteps, long before 
the meeting of the aflembly, to fecure to manele Fhe 
beft part of the votes. | 

In proportion as I faw my party soo in 
ftrength, Lexerted my authority; I cut fhort all 
trifing and fubtil queftions ; I infifted upon their 
proceeding to bufinefs, and, above all things, to 
look upon every thing which related to the royal 
authority as facred: the violation of that was what 
Henry moft apprehended, -and indeed his fears were 
not wholly groundlefs. It will, be an eternal, ftain 
upon the reputations of Bouillon, Du-Pleffis, D’Au- 
bigné, Conftant, Saint-Germain, and fome others, 
more efpecially Lefdiguieres, that they fet their hands 
to a paper, the certainty of. which has been but too 
well proved, wherein they lay the, foundation of a 
Calvinift republic, free and jabfolutely independent 
of the fovereign, inthe heart of France. Thefe 
terms, indeed, are not ufed in the .writing,; they —~ 
feem to have induftrioufly avoided.them;, but terms 
are of no confequence where the thing is plainly 
meant: and I afk thofe very,perfons, what was to 
be underftood by the eftablifhment of a body, the 
| leaders 
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leaders of which were as clofely connected with 1605: 
each other, as feparated from every one elfe, and “¥™ 


from the provincial councils, to which the fupreme 
general council gives laws? What was meant by 
the affiftance they there endeavoured to procure 
from foreign powers, the obligation they impofed 
upon all governors and men in public offices, to 
take certain oaths which were prefcribed to them ? 
and, laftly, by their excluding the Roman catho- 
lics, and officers particularly attached to the king, 
from any poft, dignity, or employment in the new 
party ? Du-Pleffis, who had apparently fome reafon 
to be apprehenfive of my declaring to his majefty 
the part he had in this writing, thought it necefiary, 
when the refult of the affembly rendered the fcheme 
ineffectual, not to incur the danger of being filent 
upon it; therefore, when he fent an apology to the 
king for not being prefent at the aflembly, he ad- 
ded a formal difavowal of every thing contained in 
that paper. ‘ 

This fcheme was among the number of thofe 
whofe execution it is neceffary to hinder with as 
much caution as poffible ; I was willing therefore, 
to know whether a great part of the proteftant bo- 
dy were made acquainted with it, and continued to 
adhere to it: I mentioned it to the deputies, but in 
general terms, under the title of an affociation, and 
complained of referve and diftruft, which however 
I made them fenfible was not wholly free from 
blame. Their anfwer was, that if Henry could 
live for ever, the proteftants, fatisfied with his word, 
would, from that moment, renounce all precaution, 
refign their cautionary towns, refufe all offers of 
afliftance from foreigners, and confider all particu- 
lar regulations for the prefervation of their com- 
munity as ufelefs; but that their fears of finding 
very different fentiments in his fucceflors, obliged 
them to take meafures for their own fecurity. “This 
_bold confeffion gave me mote pleafure than an art- 
“ful anfwer would ‘have done; for if the affeémbly 
7 had 


64 


ME M@IR,S Book XXIf, 


1605. had been concerned in the proje&, they would not 
wi~ have confined themfelves to anfwer only the literal 


meaning of my words, but, ftruck with the fecret 
reproach contained in them, Paul have endeavoured 
to juftify themfelves by repeated proteftations, and 
an abfolute denial. 

I was convinced therefore, that hitherto the con- 
tagion of feditious. difcourfe and wicked examples 
had fpread no farther than thofe fix or feven perfons 
whom I have named : but it was not fo eafy to make 
Henry believe it, or to remove his apprehenfions 
that the evil would foon become general; he fuffered 
himfelf to be greatly affected with that blind faci- 
lity with which the populace received every impref- 
fioa, given them by thofe whom they looked upon 
as their leaders and defenders, and the fatal confe- 
quence which might enfue from it, if, unfortunately 
for France, he fhould die while the Dauphin was 
yet a child: he fometimes told me, that, on this 
occafion, my particular intereft was ftrongly con- 
nected with that of the public, as being one of.the 
chief officers of the crown, and appointed lieutenant 
to the company of his fecond fon, if God fhould 
give him one, as it foon after happened. But all 
things confidered, what could Bouillon wandering 

and defpifed, Du-Plefiis with his pen, Conftant and ~ 
D’ Aubigné with their tongues, be capable of doing 
againft an authority fo folidly fixed, as that which 


Henry was at prefent, in a condition to leave to his 


fon? The uncertainty of the royal. fucceffion had 
always been, in my opinion, almoft the only danger 
he had to fear. 

I. mentioned this affair to the deputies of the. 
aflembly as opportunities offered, without poftpon- 
ing the principal one which I had brought firft up- 
on the carpet, which was, the nomination of the 
particular deputies. _ ‘The proteftants claimed a right 


to nominate thefe deputies themfelves, alledeing 


that his majefty was not concerned in it: but [ con- 


vinced them of their miftake, by reprefenting to 


them, 
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them, thathis majefty, as king, oughttohave theprin- 160 CA 
cipal part in an affair which had fo neceffaryan influ- cu 


ence upon’ order and tranquillity, and was fo clofely 
connected with the civil government, that, upon the 
character of the deputies who were chofen, depend- 
ed in great meafure, the good or bad intelligence 


between the two religions ; and this I fupported by 


an example drawn from the thing itfelf, which was, 
the artful and difingenuous conduct of fome of 
thofe who had formerly exercifed this employment. 

To decide this combat of different opinions, I 
propofed that the affembly fhould determine upon 


.a certain number of perfons proper for this office, 


among whom the king fhould chufe two he beft 
approved of ; and, notwithftanding the repugnance 
I perceived they had ftill to this expedient, I did not 
defpair of having it complied with, as I had very 
confiderable gratuities to difpofe of to thofe who 
acted conformable to his majefty’s intentions. But 
here Henry himfelf raifed an obftacle, without at- 
tending to it: he had judged, by the unanimous 
oppofition the affembly made to this point, that I 
fhould never be able to carry it, therefore he wrote 
to me to confent that the two deputies fhould be 
propofed, and chofen in concert by him and the 
proteftants, a conceffion which only increafed the 
obftinacy of the aflémbly : for whether his majefty 
declared publicly the contents of his letters, or 
that thofe to whom he confided them did not keep 
his fecret, all the intentions of this prince were as 
fodn and as perfeétly known in the affembly, as in the 
council itfelf. Villeroi fent me notice of it, but I 
knew it before; for this caufe, I infifted that Sille- 
ry and he fhould always write to me with their own 
hands; a precaution which I obferved myfelf, and 
was fometimes fo much fatigued by it, that I was 
obliged to refer them both to the letters I wrote to 
his majefty, which they took care afterwards to 
burn. However, I carried my point in the aflem- 
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1605. bly; fix perfons were to be propofed to his majetty, 
cr from among whom he was tochufe the two deputies : 
and I likewife managed it fo as that in thefe fix 
there fhould not be one who had given any public 
marks of difobedience or mutiny. Henry looked 
upon this fuccefs as one of the moft important fer- 
vices he could have received from me. 
Some of the deputies requefted, that a third de- 
puty fhould be created, and this deputy to be al- 
ways one of the proteftant minifters. It was faid, 
that Berault.ufed his utmoft endeavours to obtain 
this office, and intended to come to the affembly 
for that’ purpofe, though he was not one of the 
provincial deputies: he had. alfo, it was confidently 
afferted, many fchemes to accomplifh, efpecially 
in favour of the duke of Bouillon; and he was the 
perfon who prevailed upon the aflembly at Mauve- 
fin *, to write to the duke, to affure him that the 
proteftant party in France had {till, in’all their pro- 
“ceedings, an eye to his perfon and intereft.: How- 
ever, Berault, bold as he was, durft not fhew him- 
felf upon this occafion, and the propofal was abfo- 
lutely rejected; as was likewife another, which 
three or four perfons ventured to. offer that the pro- - 
teftant party fhould chufe deputies themfelves, 
which were not to refide near the king, but in fome 
parts of the chief provinces in the kingdom, and 
correfpond immediately with the deputies-general 
at court. If this fcheme had taken place, there 
would have been a neceffity for redoubling our at- 
tention to the conduct of thefe fubordinate depu- 
ties. | | 
_ His majefty never made any objection to the 
quality of the deputies, provided they had the re- 
_ putation of being men of probity and lovers of 
peace; and upon this, he carefully avoided every 
thing that had the appearance of conftraint, as was 
evident when it was debated whether gavernors of 
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fortrefles might be appointed ‘deputies; the king 1605. 
yielded to the arguments urged by the aflembly for “WJ 
the negative: and allo on the fubject of La-Nouë 

and Du-Coudrai, whom the proteftants would not 

have placed in the lift, alledging the abfence of 

the firft, andthe employment of the fecorid; how- 

ever, they all afterwards agreed upon La-Noué. 

As for me, I gave my vote for excluding Saint- 
Germain, notwithftanding the extreme defire they 

fhewed to have him continued with Bellujon as his 
-coadjutor. The king neither approved of the lat: 

ter, nor even of Coudrai; but being willing to fhew 
_ fome refpect for Lefdiguieres, he was enclined to 
chufe tlie'deputy from the province of Dauphine. 
Des-Bordes and Marabat were alfo propofed ; his 
majefty had a long time wifhed to do fomething for 
Marabat, although I affured him he was one of 
Bouillon’s creatures; but he altered his intention, 
when Marabat, by imprudently fending his two 
childten to the duke of Bouillon, left him no room 
to doubt of the truth of my affertions ; and this 
alone was fufficient to exclude him from the depu- 
tation. Of all that were propofed for this office, 
_ there was not one who fo much merited to have 
all the votes in his favour, as an advocate of Caf- 
tres, named La-Devéfe: but the reputation he had 
juftly acquired of virtue and impartiality, was alone 
fufficient to render him obnoxious to his brethren ; 
he gained nothing but the honour of having me- 
rited the confidence of his king, who wrote him a 
letter which I delivered to him with the utmoft fe- 
crefy, left it fhould entirely ruin him in the opinions L 
of the proteftants. When I became better ac- 
_ quainted with him, I looked upon him as a man, 

‘whofe knowledge and abilities might be of great 
ufe to me. The remainder of July was {pent in 
propofing, chufing, rejecting, or approving the 
different candidates. 

The choice of the deputies continued to be de- 

bated with the fame heat, during the firft part 
| 0 ee e. the 
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LV folicitations in favour of Saint-Germain and feve- 
yal others, to whom Henry would have even pre- 
fered Marabat; but as a detail of thefe difputes is 
not fufficiently interefting to deferve any longer time 
fhould be taken up with it, I fhall conclude it at 
once, by faying, that La-Noue having promifed 
his majefty by Roquelaure and me, that he would 
break with the duke of Bouillon, and recal his 
children from Sedan, the king chofe him from a- 
~mong the three perfons propofed for the nobility, 
and Du-Cros from thofe for the gown, who had © 
Lefdiguieres to folicit for him. This choice, which 
was very agreeable to Henry, and highly praifed 
by his minifters themfelves, was made very feafon- 
ably to ftop the mouths of fome flanderers, who 
reported that the king, after receiving a letter from 
me, appeared fo greatly enraged, that it was evident 
his defign did not fucceed well under my manage- 
ment... One trifling letter ferved them for a pre- 
tence to propagate this ftory. In my anfwer to Vil- 
leroi, who fent me a copy of it, I told him, that 
there were no perfons who gave fo little credit to 

this report as thofe who fpread it. 

As to the fuccefs of this affair, the glory of which 
was attributed entirely to, me, without affecting a 
mifplaced modefty, I fhall freely own that I accom- 
plifhed my defigns, by convincing the greateft part 
of the proteftant body, that they might fafely rely 
upon Henry’s intentions and fentiments with refpeét 
to them, for the prefervation of their perfons and 
interefts ; and that thofe few examples of feverity, 
or rather juftice, which they complained of, were 
ereatly difproportionate to the injuries he had re- 
ceived from them. I would-not have it imagined, 
that by {peaking in this manner, I gave the prote- 
{tants the leaft hint of thofe favourable defigns for 
the party, with which the mind of Henry was then 
employed: to ferve a prince at the expence of his 
fecret was to betray him. I was even particularly 

| cau- 


nese ook S UTE Y¥ : 


ey 


cautious upon this article with his majefty’s mini- 465 Be 
fters; and I don’t know that I ever mentioned it , , 


in any of thofe letters | wrote to Henry himfelf, 
except one,. in which I made fome reflections upon 
the embafly to England, that were neceffary to the 
fubject I wrote upon: however, I earneftly entreat- 
ed him to burn this letter, left the fame accident 
fhould happen to it as he knew had doïie to others. 

"What his majefty had moft reafon to complain 


of in the affair of the deputies, was, that his in- 


tention of appointing them himfelf, in the manner 
we have juft feen, being fignified to the affembly, 
feven proteftant provinces met together, and fent to 
confult Du-Pleffis upon this refolution, a fault which 
Henry with good reafon attributed to Conftant and 
D’Aubigné. The faft inftance which was made by 
the proteftants on this fubject was, that the dura- 
tion of the deputies fervice with his majefty fhould 
be regulated by them, and be expreffed in the bre- 
vet of election by the king, or at leaft in the act of 
nomination: had this been granted, there would 
have been a neceflity for renewing this ceremony 
every year, and for calling an affembly for that 
purpofe. Thefe very motives induced the king to 
refufe it, for which I had already prepared them. 
At length they received the brevet in the form it was 
in, but not without returning many times to the 
charge. À 

The affair of the cautionary towns came next un- 
der confideration : although the term of eight years, 
exprefled in the brevet of Auguft 1598, given in 
confequence of the edict of Nantes, wanted yet a 
year of being expired, yet it was neceflary to bring 
it upon the carpet this year, if we would avoid giv- 
ing the proteftant party a pretence for holding an 
afiembly the next. It is certain, however, that it 
would not have been propofed at Chatelleraut, on 
any other terms than to have this matter left en- 
tirely to the king, without requiring a promife for 
three or four years, or a new brevet from his ma- 
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1605. jefty, but that the affembly fhould be informed in 
LV the fame way I have juft mentioned, not only that 


they might expect every reafonable indulgence from 
Henry, but aifo that 1 had a¢tually at that time in 
my pofleffion, a brevet from his majefty for three 
years, and another for four: and it was upon this 
account, that the king found himfelf obliged to 

rant them a prolongation for four years. It may, 
Be alledged, that a year more or lefs was a very in- 
confiderable matter; and indeed Henry had no o- 
ther view in laying a ftrefs upon it, than to accuftom 
them not to obtain whatever they fhould take it 
into their heads to demand, and to be contented — 
with thofe favours he voluntarily granted them: as 
for what remained, there was nothing more certain _ 
than what I had faid to them in the beginning of . 
my fpeech to the affembly with regard to thofe 
forts. Henry permitted me to inform the depu- 
ties, that it was at my folicitation he granted them 
this favour. — | 

The two queftions of the greateft importance be- 
ing decided, the affembly might be looked on as 
at an end: but, as there were alterations to be made 
in the brevets, dr which I was the bearer, his. ma- 
jefty would alfo have an article added, by which he 
declared, that the firft eight years were to commence 
from the day on which the ediét of Nantes was re- 
giftered in the parliament. Some time therefore 
was taken up in compofing thefe two brevets, and 
fending them to Chatelleraut. 

During this time, the affair of Orange made noife 
enough to afford a fubject for public difcourfe. In 
order to reftore this place to the prince of Orange 
its lawful mafter, it was neceflary to withdraw Blac- 
cons if who. held it for the proteftants; and here 
the king made ufe of Lefdiguieres, but fo unfea- 
fonably, that I believe all the difficulties which were 
found in the management of this affair, owed their 
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rife to this choice: any one but Lefdiguieres, whom 1605. 
Blaccons had réafon to think his mortal enemy, cs 


might have eafily effeéted it. Blaccons, who had 
long expected orders to leave Orange, wrote to me, 
that nothing could prevail upon him to neglect o- 


beying his majefty’s commands immediately, but 


the mortification and difgrace of being obliged to 
yield his poft to a man who would make that cere- 


mony an occafion of triumph over him. In my 


anfwer to this officer, I thought I was entitled to 
give him hopes that his majefty would alleviate the 
bitternefs of this order ; and I flattered myfelf, that 
if I had been at court, the affair would have been 
terminated otherwife; but Henry did not write to 
me concerning it till he had fent Bullion and Bellu- 
jon with his commands to Lefdiguieres, which he 
informed me of in his letter, and defired I would 
fend the neceflary orders for carrying cannon to 
Orange. I fufpected what had happened when I 
received this letter, and inftantly acquainted the 
king with what I knew of Blaccons’ fentiments. I 
advifed, I. even intreated him, to fend only an ex- 
empt of his guards to Orange upon this occafion, 
without fetting up Lefdiguieres againft the man he 
hated. 

My advice came too late; Lefdiguieres, making 
ufe of the power the king had given him, liftened 
to nothing but his hatred of Blaccons, and in an 
imperious manner fignified his majefty’s orders to 
the governor and inhabitants, adding of himfelf, 
that if he did not obey them, he would give the 
king notice of it immediately. ‘In the mean time, 
he wrote to his majefty, on the 24th of July, that 
he need not: be uncer any apprehenfions, becaufe he 
knew how to reduce the governor of Orange with- 
outraifing any commotions in the province. May it 
not be faid, that Lefdiguieres was afraid he fhould 


not find refiftance enough ? Blaccons, who did not 


expect fuch an infult, inftartly difpatched two cou- 
riers, one after another, te the king, to aflute him, 
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1603. that he was ready to refign the place to any perfon 
vs his majefty thought proper, even’although hé were 


a catholic. His views, by taking this ftep, were, 


. to prevail upon the king to alter his refolution of 


fending Lefdiguieres, by the advice of thofe whofe 

intereft with his majefty he relied upon, and to fuf- 

pend Lefdiguieres’s march, who he did not doubt 

would be with him as foon as poffible.. Blaccons— 
had more enemies at court than friends; they 

thought this procedure fhewed a ftrong difpofition 

to rebellion, and they infpired Henry with the fame 

opinion, which was certainly not very kind and dif- 

interefted on their fide. . 

The king, however, notwithftanding all the vio- 
lent counfels that were fuggefted to him, would 
not proceed fuddenly to extremities with Blaccons : 
he anfwered him by fending an exempt of his guards 
to him, who was a proteftant, and three or four 
archers of the guard, who fignified to him, that, 
till further orders, it was his majefty’s pleafure he 
fhould put.the place as a depofit into the hands of 
the exempt, and come himfelf to court, where he 
might depend upon receiving from his majefty the 
moft honourable treatment, and all the fatisfaction 
he could defire. Henry at the fame time ordered 
Bullion to tell Lefdiguieres, that if Blaccons fub- 
mitted to this laft order, he was to ftay peaceably at 
Grenoble, and not to have recourfe to force, but in 
cafe the governor fhould refufe to obey: for which 
purpofe, he fent him commiffions to raife ten com- 
panies, confifting of one hundred men each; to 
make ufe.likewife of five companies of Du-Bourg’s 
regiment, and to increafe them from fixty to two 
hundred men, and cannonin proportion. All thefe 
preparations were made in confequence of the cour- 
tiers perfuading his majefty, that Blaccons would 
not fubmit to his propofal. Lefdiguieres, who had 
already fent the king word, that the cannon of his 
province of Dauphiny had no carriages, defired 
fome might be fent to him; or rather, becaufe that 
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would take up too much time; that he fhould be 1608. 
furnifhed with cannon from the arfenal of Lyons, weno 


which might be eafily fent down the Rhone. It 


was apparent, that he had no inclination to disfur- 


- nith his‘own fortrefies.. Accordingly the king wrote 
to me to fend orders to the lieutenant-general of the 
artillery of Lyonnois and Dauphiny, conformable 
to the demands of Lefdiguieres. It muft be con- 
feffed that the king, in his tranfaétions with the 
_ proteftants, took fuch’ meafures as might make it 
appear to them, that he was wholly guided by juf- 
tice and moderation. But I could not approve of 
thefe extraordinary preparations, nor this needlefs 
expence; therefore, though I paid all the refpect I 
ought to do. to the orders his majefty gave me, yet 
I thought it my duty to oppofe the defires of Lef- 
diguieres, efpecially in what related to the cannon 
of Lyons, which feemed to be much better in that 
city than in any one of Dauphiny. 

It appears ftrange to me, that Henry fhould be 
fo long without perceiving that Lefdiguieres only 
fought to be authorifed in purfuing, with the utmoft 
rigour, a man whom he hated with inveteracy. He 
did many things of his own authority, as foon as he 
thought he had fome appearance of juftice on his 
fide; fo that the ftate of affairs was quite altered 
before his majefty’s couriers arrived. He was already 
at the head of a body of troops, within two leagues 
of Orange, from whence he haughtily fummoned 
Blaccons to receive him into the city. Bullion, 
when he returned from Dauphiny, endeavoured to 
juftify Lefdiguieres for taking this precipitate ftep 
(to call it no worfe) faying, that he did it with an 
intention to begin immediately to make proper re- 
gulations in the caftle, to difband part of the garri- 
fon, and fend away fome foldiers levied by the 
officers of the prince of Orange. It was not indeed 
furprifing, that Lefdiouieres fhould thus exceed his 
commiffion; Blaccons no longer viewing him in any 
other light, than as an enemy who profecuted his 
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| 1605. Own particular quarrel with him, gave him fuch an 
vi anfwer as obliged him to retire in fome diforder to 


Montelimart. Lefdiguieres, fired with refentment 
at the difgrace this retreat brought upon him, ob- 
ferved no regard to truth in the letters he wrote to 
his majefty to inform him of all that had pañled, but 
accufed Blaccons of every thing his rage could fug- 
geft. Blaccons likewife {ent a courier to his majefty, 
with complaints againft Lefdiguieres; he accufed 
him with having for a long time fought to make 
himfelf mafter of Orange, by means of a correfpon- 
dence he carried on with a minifter named Maurice: 
The friends of Lefdiguieres retorted this crime upon 
Blaccons, which they faid they could prove by a let- 


ter he had written to his brother-in-law, at the very 


time that he was making proteftations of obedience 
to the king; and that while he fent a polite meflage 
to Lefdiguieres, afluring him he was ready to re- 
ceive him into the city, he was forming refolutions 
direétly contrary. I would not anfwer for the truth 
of either of thefe accufations. 

However that may be, the affembly of Chatelle- 
raut was diflolved, while this difpute retarded the 
conclufion of the affair of Orange, the arrival of the 
two brevets, which his majefty. had ordered Frefne 
to fend me, gave great fatisfaétion to the affembly ; 
they were dated Auguft the 4th, 1605. it appeared 
there, that the king granted them to the proteftants 
as a favour which ought to confirm them in the re- 


fpect and fidelity they owed him. When I delivered 


them to the afiembly, I declared: that it was his 
majefty’s pleafure they fhould break up, after firft 
hearing from me the king’s laft intentions, that the 
people might be no longer kept in fufpenfe in the : 
provinces, where I was fenfible the different reports 
concerning the refult of the aflembly, gave occafion 
for commotions equal to thofe when two parties are - 
ready to come to blows. I enjoined the deputies, 
when they returned to their provinces, to give a 
fincere and candid reprefentation of the manner 4 
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which the king and his minifters had aéted and treat- 1605. : 
ed with them; and carefully to avoid that arrogant UJ 


behaviour, and that propenfity to flander, which 


they had fhewn in the affembly of Gap. I made a 
recapitulation of all the king’s orders and demands, 
and juftified each. I prevented their compofing, 


before they feparated, a new memorial of demands; 


and, in the king’s name, exprefsly forbad them to 
call any general affembly without permiffion: I told 
them, that his majefty would never refufe them that 
favour when the occafion required it; but I made 
them fenfible, at the fame time, thatthey muft not 


expect them to be fo frequent for the future as they. 


had been. I forgot not to add, that Henry did not 
thereby intend to prejudice in any manner their right 


of holding their ordinary conferences and fynods, 
confined merely to affairs of religion; and conclud-. 
ed with repeating my prohibition to them, to hold. 
any correfpondence with perfons fufpected by his 
majefty. I was entirely fatisfied with the inclina-' 


tions I perceived in them; and was not deceived in 
my conjecture, that the afflembly would propofe to 
fend a deputation to his majefty, to thank him for 


the indulgence he had fhewn them, and to afiure 


him of their inviolable refpect. They were defirous 
of firft knowing, whether this ftep would be agree- 


able to his majefty ; and the anfwer they received: 
being fuch as they had hoped for, the deputies ap-, 


pointed for that purpofe fet out for Paris to execute 
their commiffon. : 

I left Chatelleraut the fame day that the affembly 
broke up, the king having ordered Sillery to ac- 
quaint me that I might do fo; and often exprefled 
his wifhes for my return, and how neceflary my pre- 
fence was to him in the affairs of his council. This 
prince would write to me once more, though it was 
only to praife and thank me for. the fervice which he 
{aid I had done him. But however folicitous he ap- 


peared for my return, yet he gave me permiffion to 


vifit my eftate of Berry, which I did nog then think 
iis 4 is ; proper 
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1605. : proper to do, becaufe I would not accumulate more’ 
VV bufinefs than I was able to difpatch. Such was the 
à iffue of the affembly, which had enerofied the atten- 
tion of the whole kingdom. When! ftrictly exa- 
mined my own fentiments concerning it, I found, 
that the defpair into which my proceedings there had 
thrown fome of my brethren, did not interrupt the 
joy I felt for my fuccefs; becaufe I was convinced, 
that I had more effectually ferved my religion and 
them by moderate and peaceable meafures, than they 
could have done by their blind and impetuous zeal. 
Du-Pleffis might poffibly have felt the force of thefe 
reafonings in the letter I wrote to him; though my 
principal view by writing was to fhew him his errors. 
He juftified himfelf in a very ftudied letter, which 
he likewife fent to the king, along with mine, to 
fhew that he had not left one of the heads of my ac- 
cufation unanfwered and uneffaced. 

I went immediately to give an account of my con- 
duct to the king. His majefty when he left Mon- 
ceaux, where he had fome flight fits of the gout, 
had returned to Paris the latter end of July, and 
from thence went to Saint-Germain to pafs the be- 
ginning of Auguft; he was there afflicted with a 
defluxion which fell upon his cheek and teeth, but 
was cured immediately by having his gums lanced : 
this indifpofition obliged him to drink the waters and 
obferve an exact regimen, which was his moft effec- 
tual remedy. I found him at Fontainebleau, whi- 
ther he had come from Saint-Germain ; he embraced 
me twice with great tendernefs, and permitted my 
fecretaries and all my retinue to pay their refpects to 
him; and after once more folding me in his arms, 
he led me into the long gallery of the garden of © 
pines, where we had a converfation which lafted two 
hours. | 

His majefty began it by informing me of all the 
interefting news he had received from foreign coun- 
tries, and afterwards of every thing that had pañed 
during my abfence, either in the council, in el 
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fairs of the finances, or in the court where his do: 1605, 
meftic quarrels, which were refumed with more rw. 


violence than ever, made him often with, he faid, 

that I had been with him. He queftioned me, in 
my turn, upon feveral particulars of my journey, 
efpecially concerning the difpofitions the proteftant 
churches and fome of the heads of the party whom 
he named to me were in, as I might now have a full 
knowledge of them. 1 gave him great joy by the 
proofs I brought him of a voluntary fubmiffion from 
thofe perfons, which, in all the reft, fecured to him 
an unavoidable obedience: I made it plain to him 
that Lefdiguieres, whofe troops, forts, money, and 
capacity, were greatly exagserated, who difturbed 
the tranquillity of his mafter, through a fear that 
his equivocal conduct would terminate in. open re- 
bellion, was neverthelefs fo weak in every refpect, 
that if his majefty, with an army only of fix thou- 
fand men, marched directly to him without {topping 
at any place, he would drive him immediately to his 
laft intrenchment, where nothing could prevent his 
falling into his hands. At prefent it was not proper 
to proceed to fuch extremities with Lefdiguieres, as 
he had not yet given fufficient caufe for it. I repre- 
fented to the king, that it was now time and of the 
utmoft confequence for the extinction of the rebel- 
lion, to undertake fomething againft the duke of 
‘Bouillon, by ufing only the precaution of not put- 
ting proteftant lieutenants into his towns, in the 
room of thofe who were leaving them; I engaged 
my word, that there was not one of thofe fortrefes 
which would give us the trouble to batter it with our 
cannon, 

Thefe confiderations determined Henry, although 
ftill with a little difficulty, to defer no longer his 
progrefs into the fouthern provinces of France, , which 
has already been mentioned. His two motives. for 
this journey, and for taking his rout through Au- 
vergne and Limofin, were to feize all the towns be- 


tonging to the duke’ of Bouillon, and make fuch 


5 | fevere 
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Wo Ft fevere examples of thofe who were convicted of con- 
vs fpiring againft the ftate, as fhould ftifle, for the fu- 


ture, all feeds of rebellion. For the firft, he fent 
commiffions to the duke of Epernon for levying 
three thoufand foot; he added a like number to his 
regiment of guards, and gave orders that a {quadron. 
of eight or nine hundred difciplined companies of 
horfe, as well gendarmes as light-horfe, fhould be 
got ready to accompany him: for the fecond, he 
propofed to hold an extraordinary court, the arrets 
of which he defigned to have publifhed, and exe- 
cuted by a chamber of juftice which he carried along 
with him, that nothing might retard the courfe of 
his juftice. Thefe terrible preparations were indeed 
abfolutely neceflary in the provinces, where it feemed 
as if the contagious air of civil broils was concentred, 
when it was entirely diffipated every where elfe : this 
ftep likewife was neceflary to bring the bufinefs of 
Orange to a conclufion; nor could it be made in a 
more favourable time, the affairs of Flanders and 
Eneland affording him leifure this year, but which 
could not be of long duration. 

I obferved to the king, that fince it was neceflary 
this journey fhould be over before the month of Oc- 
tober was expired, it ought not to be delayed a mo- 
ment longer. Henry {till thought I prefled him 
too much: however, at length he refolved upon. 
every thing. It was agreed between us, that his 
majefty fhould march along the Loire with his troops ~ 
both horfe and foot, while I, with a train of artil- 


-lery confifting of two cannons, two culverins, and 


two demi-culverins, fhould march by Montrond, 


_ which is the direct road. I left to Henry’s directi- 


ons every thing that related to the troops, and re- 
turned myfelf to Paris, to fettle the affairs of the 
council with all poffible expedition, and to name the 
members of the chamber Des grand jours *, whom 
it was neceffary to fend away firft. 


* An extraordinary feffions called by virtue of the king’s commiffiom 


At 


'. or letters patent, | à 
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At court, and in the council, it was fuppofed this 1605. 
journey would terminate in the fame manner as that wap—d 
to Provence had done the year before. The orders 
which were given for fo fudden adeparture, in a fea- 
fon ftill farther advanced, furnifhed the indolent and 
fenfual courtiers with a thoufand new arguments 
againft it; but when they faw that Henry was in- 
flexible, they prepared to follow him, often curfing 
the man whom they fuppofed had given him the ad- 
vice: but it threw the duke of Bouillon’s partifans 
into the utmoft confternation, who had not, as may 
be eafily imagined, ufed any endeavours to divert 
the ftorm. La-Chapelle-Biron *, and Giverfac, 
who were moft faithfully devoted to him, as having 
received the moft Spanifh gold, intreated the fieur 
de Fouffac + to go to court, and affure his majefty 
that they were ready to give him any teftimony of 
their obedience which he fhould require: it was the 
people of Turenne only who made any fhew of re- 
fiftance; Rignac Ÿ and Baffignac threw themfelves 
into that place, provided it with ammunition, and 
lodged all the artillery in it upon the plat-forms. 
Thefe advices were fent his majefty by Fouffac and 
Baumeville, who difpatched the fenechal de Brive 
with them; but all this was executed with fo much 
terror and difmay, that the king, who had given 
d’Epernon and Roiffy || orders to advance thither 
before him with their troops, did not think it necef- 
fary to ftrengthen them with the regiment of guards, 
as he had at firft intended. 

_Fouflac gave alfo fome other informations, con- 
formable to what had been faid by Rodelle, con- 
cerning the ftate of the revolt in the provinces of 
Limofin, Perigord, and Quercy; and by him it. 
was difcovered, that the true caufe why a great ma- 
ny gentlemen did not come and throw themfelves at 


~ # Charles de Charbonnieres, fieur 1 Peter de Rignac; Gideon de 
of La-Chapelle-Biron; Mark de Baffignac or Vaffignac, 


Cuignae, fieur of Giverfac, || John-James de Mefmes, ford 
- + Raimund de Sognac, fieur de of Roiffy, 
Fouflas, | 


his 
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Be his majefty’s feet, as they had intended, was, that 


us lAubagnac had been fent from Sedan, to diffuade 


them from taking that ftep; and that many of them 
had alfo lately received confiderable fums of Spanifh 
money which had been diftributed among them by 
Guienne. ‘The duke of Bouillon, in whofe name 
this money was given, recommended it to them, at 
the fame time, not to be difcouraged or alarmed at 
the preparations which were making againft them, 
fince he engaged his word to make things take ano- © 
ther turn before October; and that his friends (thofe 
were his terms) fhould fee him fooner than they 
hoped, and his enemies fooner than they defired : 
thefe founding words effectually impofed upon them. 
Fouflac, however, affured the king, that there had 
not come more than ten or twelve thoufand crowns 
from Spain ; but Bouillon always fupplying the want 
of money with confidence, had given them to un- 
derftand, that this fmall fum was fent to them to be 
diftributed amongft their fubaltern friends, and that 
other fums far more confiderable were referved for 
them: they were fimple enough to believe him, and 
after this no longer talked of foliciting for a pardon. 
The king ordered two hundred crowns to be given 
to Fouffac for the expences of his journey, and fent 
him back to continue on the fpot. 

He left Paris himfelf on the 15th or 16th of Sep- 
tember *, efcorted by the regiment of guards, and 
the fquadron I have already mentioned, and began 
his march towards Orleans, while I took the rout 
before agreed on. He had not got farther than 
Hallier, before he faw the good effects of his jour- 
ney: two gentlemen of Quercy named Caufie and 
Brigantin, came to meet him at this place to implore 
a pardon for themfelves, and a hundred and twenty 
other gentlemen; and that they might in fome de- 
gree merit it, they offered to difcover, in a court.of 


* In regard to this journey of anno 1605, and the original of @ 
Henry IV. to the Limofin, fee De letter wrote by Henry IV, to M. de 
Thou, b, 24, the Mercure François, Rofny, Lettres de Henry le-Grand, 

| jultice, 
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juftice, all that they knew of Bouillon’s proceedings, 160 £. 
and maintain the truth of their depofitions with the vs 


points of their fwords, and at the expence of their 
blood. Thefe two deputies revealed likewife all the 
plots which had been carried on by Rignac and Baf- 
fignaé, in the duke of Bouillon’s favour; among 
others that of feizing Ville-neuve in Agenois, for 
which Bouillon had not the leaft plaufible pretence. 
‘Tt being at this place that his majefty had firft re- 
ceived notice of the attempts made by d’Entragues, 
to deliver the count of Auvergne from his confine- 
‘ment in the Baftile, as I have related in order; he 
defired me to meet him at Orleans, which he ex- 
_ ‘pected to reach the next day, being Saturday, Sep- 
tember the 24th, advifing me to fend the artillery 
in the mean time to Argenton, through which place 
he propofed to pafs. ‘Thefe orders, however, were 
not executed, it being impoffible for me to go to 
Orleans; his majefty approved of my reafons; and 
I gave him in writing the advice he demanded of me, 
which was conformable to thofe meafures I had al- 
ways folicited him to purfue with regard to d’En- 
tragues. 

Henry arrived at Orleans on the appointed day, 
and left that city on Monday the 26th of September : 
he avoided the road through Berry and Sologne, on 
account of the fcarcity of provifions. in that barren 
country, and the difeafes which he was told prevail- 
ed there; he therefore marched towards Blois, and 
from thence to Montrichard, again appointing a 
rendezvous with me at Loches, exprefling an earneft 
defire to confer with me perfonally upon the prefent 
ftate of affairs. Hithérto he had not received any 
marks of fubmiffion from the duke of Bouillon; on 
the contrary, the refiftance of Rignac and Baffignac 
in Turenne, and Sincerai was confirmed. From 
Metz he had advices, that Bouillon would have af- 
fiftance from another quarter; the elector palatine, 
it was faid, had, upon the report of the king’s ex- 
pedition, fent for his colonels and captains, and the 
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; 1608, governor of Luxemburg was making: preparations 
eve and. affembling forces. _b’Epernon inceflantly pref- 


fed the king to advance, and demanded, with fome 
kind of difpleafure, officers and provifions for the 


‘recruits, which he faid he had raifed with great dif- 


ficulty. Edis majefty referred this bufinefs to me, 
defiring that I would give proper directions there- 
upon to D’Efcures, or the other officers and inhabi- 
tants of thofe places: and with regard to Bouillon, 
he held himfelf prepared for refiftance, although 
hithei to he faw no appearance of it. 

In effe&, this prince had fcarce reached Blois, 
before he received a courier from the duke of Bouil- 
fon, who brought him a letter dated from Sedan, 
September the 20th, in which, after making his 
ufual proteftations of grief for having offended his 
majeity, and of his intentions to repair his fault at 
the price of his blood, he declared, that he had ne- 
ver entertained the leaft thought of difobeying his 
orders, or refifting his perfon; ‘that he had given an 
abfolute command to his lieutenants to receive him 
in all his towns and caftles, a needlefs order, he 


added, fince there was not one perfon belonging to 


him who.did not look upon his majefty as his fove- 
reign mafter; that he defired nothing more ardently 
than to have brought him the keys himfelf, and, 
with the utmoft humility, implore to be again re- 


ceived into his favour.. The king appeared ‘fatisfied 


with this procedure of Bouillon : however, he re- 
prefented to him, that he ought to have fent Rignac 
and Baffignac, againft whom fuch heavy crimes 
were alleged, to have juftified their condu& perfon- 
ally. Blanchard was the man whom Henry was 
moft defirous of feeing, as there was no perion in 
the world who had a greater fhare of Bouillon’s con- 
fidence, he being his fteward, or was better ac- 
quainted with the {teps of the whole party ; but he 
did not appear; Henry therefore thought he ought 
not to difcontinue his march, at leaf till he came to 


Limoges, that he might fee how far the duke of 


Bouillon’ & 
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Bouillon’s lieutenants would carry their obedience, 1605: 
However, Blanchard arrived at Blois, before his NS, 


majefty left that city ; and what added to the king’s, 


fatisfaction, he came voluntarily, and with.an in- 


tention to obtain his. pardon by making a fait! fu, 


confeffion of all he knew. 


In effect Blanchard unfolded the whole sty hans of 


the plot; he acknowledged, that, feconding with all 
his power the bad intentions of the duke his. matter, 
he had been always obliged to have recourfe to the 
mean artifice of exaggerating facts, enlarging views, 


and making promifes a thoufand times greater than. 


he well knew could ever be performed: {o.that the 
execution of their defigns had always been as remote, 
as they had affected to > fay it was near. Blanchard’s 


depofition appeared to his majefty to be of fuch con-, 


fequence, that he ordered him to give it him in 

writing : and now he began to be convinced of, the 
‘juftnefs of my opinion, which he had fo long op- 
pofed, namely, that the duke of Bouillon’s party 
made all this noife, only becaufe they could do no- 
thing more.’ Notwithftanding this, Henry would 
neither ftop nor lay down his arms, till his will was 
complied with without any reftriction. He remem- 
bered to have heard it faid among the proteftants, 
that the places the duke of Bouillon pofiefled did not 
belong to him, but to the whole party, having been 
given as cautionary towns, and held as. fuch by of- 
cers of the reformed religion: he feared therefore 
that he might make ufe of this pretence to keep 
them, and thought i it the fcureft way.not to difband 
his troops, till Villepion, whom he had appointed 
to take poñfeffion of Turenne.in his name, had been 
received into that capital of Bouillon’s. I had writ- 


ten to La-Caillaudiere that, he might.difband the ~ 


cavalry: his majefty made me revoke this. order, 
and in the beginning of O&ober, left Blois and pro- 
ceeded’ to Tours, having again altered his defign of 
rente through Montrichard and Lochs | 
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The conveniency of the river and caftle of Pleffis, 


vs determined the queen, who had attended his majefty 


to Blois, to go as faras Tours with him. Theking, 
when he informed me of this alteration in his march, 
fent me word that, as foon as this princefs had left 
him to return to Paris, he would continue his rout 
through La-Haye as far as Chitelleraut, where I 
had appointed to meet him. In proportion as his 
majefty advanced, all difficulties fell before him: 
Villepion was received without the leaft difturbance 
into Turenne; and before Henry reached Limoges, 
all the other:towns depending on the duke of Bouil- 
lon, were yielded in the fame manner to the officers 
his majefty fent thither to reprefent his perfon. All 
this was conformable to che duke’s example, who 
continued to declare loudly, that he had no hand in 
the commotions of the province, and that he had 
been accufed through mere calumny. Baffignac di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf by his obftinacy; for, cutting 
his beard, and difguifing himfelf, he fled through 
Geneva to Sedan. 

Nothing more remaining to be done by arms, the 
chamber des grand jours began the exercife of its of- 
fice: the king would not ftay for the conclufion ; 


he was weary of Limoges, after a ftay of eight days 


there, and rode poft to Paris. He left me in this 
province, invefted with his authority, as well in cri- 
minal matters as for difbanding the troops, which 
kept me ten days after him. We went back to the 
fource of the rebellion, by endeavouring to difcover 
the firft authors of it; and fo fuccefsful were our in- 
quiries, and the effects of them, that all remained 
peaceable for the future. It was thought fufficient 
to behead ten or twelve of the moft active of the 
rebels, among whom, thofe of greateft note, were 
the two Luquifies, gentlemen of Languedoc, who 
have been already mentioned; and * Meirargues, a 

* Lewis d’Alagon, or rather La- of Saint-Germain, together with 


gonia, baron of Meirargues, was the Spanifh ambaffador’s fecretary, 
atrefted at Paris, in the monaftery and beheaded on the roth of De- 


kinfman 
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kinfiman of the Joyeufe’s; the firft for having un- 
dertaken to deliver up, Narbonne to the Spaniards, 
and the latter Marfeilles. J have no reafon to doubt, 
but, that after thefe examples of rigour, the hatred 
of the proteftants againit me was wound up to its 
utmoft pitch. I cannot but complain of this unjuft 
prejudice, which however did not extend to all: 
Theodore Beza was my friend, and his approbation 
alone was fufficient to comfort me for the caufelefs 
malice of a thoufand others. | 

This venerable old man, who exercifed the func- 
tion of a minifter at Geneva, was feized with an ill- 
nefs towards the latter end of this year, in the eighty- 
feventh year of his age ; h's diftemper, that before 
the eclipfe * of the fun, which has rendered this year 
memorable, was but very flight, grew fatal from 
that moment, and a few days after put a period to 
his life: he preferved, till the laft moment, the full 
force andvigour of his mind, in a body weakened 
by infirmities and exhaufted by age; he ordered his 
attendants to lift him out of his bed, andthen, with 
the utmoft fervour, he offered up his prayers to God, 


clock in the afternoon ; it continu- 
ed two hours, and for half anhour 


cember; his body was quartered, 
and fixed over the principal gates 


_of the city, and his head was carried 
to Marfeilles, where it was faften- 
ed on the head of a pike ever the 
chief gate. The king ordered the 
Spanith fecretary to be fet at liber- 
ty, without waiting for the deter- 
mination of the queftion, at that 
time ftrongly debated, whether it 
is right to give up to the courfe of 
juftice, an ambaffador, refident, or 
any other foreign minifter, who 
violates the law of nations, MSS. 
Royaux, 3477. See alfo the dif- 
cuffion of this queftion, and Hen- 
ry IV’s difcourfe on this occafion to 
the Spanifh ambaffador, Mem, de 
Nevers, vol. II. p. 858. Matthieu, 
vol. II, book iii. p. 689. and other 
hiftorians. 

* This eclipfe happened on the 
2d of Oëtober, according to M. de 
Thou, and onthe 3d, according to 
the Mèércure François, at one o” 


it was as dark as poffible: Le 
Grain fays, that during an hour 
and an half, one could not, with- 
out difficulty, read or write with- 
out a candle. L’Etoile was freer 
than M, de Sully from the popular 
prejudices, in regard to eclipfes : 
‘ Many ftrange maladies of diffe- 
“ rent kinds, fays he, raged in 
“€ Paris at thattime; and, toge- 
‘“ ther with the eclipfe, which 
‘ happened on the 2d of this 
** month, eclipfed many perfons 
«© who have never been feen fince : 


‘€ dyfenteries, efpecially, were very : 


** dangerous and mortal to thofe 
*¢ who happened to be attacked by 
‘ them, and more in other places 
“ than at Paris; few of them e- 
* fcaping.”” Anno 1605. The 
fame author fays, that Beza died 
the day-after the eclipfe, 
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sd in the moft earneft and’ pathetic HIANARRIERE 


wwe Hétu all chofe who were prefent to 2 performance 


of the duvies of religion and holinefs ; ‘after which, 
he was again laid in bbeds where he expired without 
pein, natiit e being quite worn out in him: he did 
not forget mein bis laft moments; and thinking 
that hé owed me fome acknowledgiment for the vifit 
T paid-himéat Geneva, and the fervice T did him, 
wht n T'prefented him to his majefty at ‘the head of 
the other deputies from his city, he defired Deodati 
to prevent æ book to me in his name, intituled, The 
treafure of prety, this was the New Teftament, tran- 
flated’ by him,.with notes, which, together with the 
other ‘Veron both antient and modern, formed a 
‘complete work : ‘this he infcribed to me, and in the 
epiftle dedicatery gave free {cope to the favourable 
fentiments lie entertained of me. Deodati punétu- 
ally performed his laft commands, and in the month 
of November fent me the book, with a letter, ‘from 


whence. thefe circumftances are sda is: 


-Y fall conclüde my relation of his majefty’s jour- 


ney. with that of a‘quarrel which happened between 


me.and the count of Soiffons, followed by another 


with the duke d@’Epernon. . The count having taken 
‘offence at fomething which the king had done or 


faid to: him when he left Paris, thought proper to 


revenge himfelf upon me.* Thad, as has been ob- 
ferved i before, | left my train of artillery, to take the 
‘d'reét road to Limoges, that | might meet his ma- 


jefty at Chatelleraut. The count of Soiffons ordered 
his harbinger:to go to the quarter-mafters, who were 

then employed à in à marking out the king’s lodgement, 
and.afk them which was referved for me, and to 
take pofft Mion of it for him, in fpite of all oppofi- 
tion. This was not {o-eafy to be done as faid,. A 
erear number of gentlémen of the province, who 


‘Knew the: ‘ights of a governor as well as myfelf, be- 


ing prefent when the count’s harbinger was prepar- 
ing to execute his orders, they prevented him, 


without even nr: me with what they bad 


done, 
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done. The count did not fail to complain to the 1605. 
king of thisindignity, which he faid his honour was GAA 


concerned to refent; and, asan ageravation, added, 
that 1 had caufed his harbinger to be beaten. 

The king, who knew his humour, gave him but 
little fatisfaction ; but the count made fo much noife, 
and afferted the fact fo pofitively, that Henry fént 
D’Efcures to me to know the truth. All I knew of 
the matter, which I told him, was, that upon re- 
ceiving information of what was doing, 1 went to 
the place deftined for my quarters, where I found 
above fifty Poitevin gentlemen, who all together 
exclaiming againit the unjuftifiable procedure of the 
count’s harbinger, had made ufe of threats to pre- 
vent his going farther. The count of Soiflons ftill 
infifted, that it was a defigned infult upon him, and 
demanded juftice of the king. He found none to 
take his part; and Henry, by all the arguments he 

could think of, endeavoured to convince him that 
his complaint was eroundlefs: he told him, that all 
governors have a right in their provinces to take 
place of every one but the king; and that I, as 
grand mafter, had the additional right of claiming 
the next quarters to the king, when he marched in 
the body of the army ; therefore it could be no en- 
croachment to have only part of thofe quarters, 
when the whole is at the difpofal of the grand ma- 
fter; no one pretending any right, or fixing on any 
“partof it for himfelf, without my permiffion; and 
for this reafon the quarter-mafter had put to mine 
the accuftomed mark which fecures his to the king ; 
thefe are the words, For the king: the count of Soif- 
fons’. harbinger therefore ought through refpeét to 
have abftained from his attempt. : 

None of thefe reafons having any weight with the 
count of Soiflons, there was a neceffity that Henry 

fhould think of fome expedient to fatisfy us both ; 
and this expedient was, that when I came, 48 ufual, 
to pay my refpects to the king, I fhould make my 
compliments likewife ‘to the count, and offer him, 
oad G 4 through 
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1605. through mere politenefs, my quarters; which the 
y count, returning my civility, fhould refufe: this 


was accordingly done, but it was on my part only; 
for the count, making ufe of a mean artifice, from 
whence he afterwards derived a {till meaner occafion 
for boaft, fuffered me to make all thefe advances, 
without any return on his fide, and took pofleffion 
of my quarters, becaufe I could not decently unfay 
what I had faid. But this joy, and the railleries 
which enhanced it, lafted no longer than till the 
next day. . ; 
As he was paffing through the ftreet where I 
lodged, followed only by two gentlemen (for he 
was going to hunt along with his majefty) he found 
the ftreet filled with gentlemen, to the number of 
two hundred, who were waiting till I came out to 
mount my horfe, and who, as foon as they faw him 
at a diftance, crouded together, as if for diverfion, 
fo clofe, that they. left no pañage for the count ; and 
his equerry, not being able to open him one, was 
obliged to cry out, Make way, genilemen, make way 
for monfieur the count: but they, raifing their voices 
all together, talked fo loud, and fo confufedly, that 
the equerry could not make himfelf heard; fome of 
them muttering at the fame time, that it was never 
known that a governor of a province was difpofiefied 
of his lodgings in a place where he reprefented the 
king’s perfon. The count was obliged to wait a 
quarter of an hour before he could get room to pafs, 
and for a farther aggravation of his misfortune, not 
one of thefe gentlemen faluted him. This was a 
new fubject for complaint to the king. His majefty 
told him, he was forry for what had happened, but 
could do nothing for him, fince he muft not expect 
that, in complaifance to him, he would make enqui- 
ries among four or five hundred gentlemen for the 
perfons who offended him, when he could point out 
no particular man; they at the fame time fuppofing 
they had fome right to take this revenge upon him, 
for an infult injurious to them all, | 
The 
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The count of Soiffons found no one to take part 1 a: 


in his refentment but the duke of Epernon, 
was himfelf then violently enraged againft me on 
the following occafion: the Rochellers hearing that 
his majefty would pafs near their city in his march, 
fent a deputation to him of their chiefeft citizens, as 
a mark of their gratitude and refpect. I was the 
perfon to whom they applied; therefore the king 
ordered me to conduct them to audience, which he 
gave them in the prefence of the whole court: they 
told his majefty they were come to intreat he would 
honour them with his prefence in their city, fince he 
was fo near it; affuring him, that although he was 
at the head of an army of catholics, he fhould not 
be received with lefs refpect and fubmiffion, than 
when he came formerly at the head of the proteftant 
troops ; and that if their gates were not wide enough 
* to admit him and his train, they would throw down 
three hundred fathoms of their wall, fince his re- 
peated bounties had. enabled them to rebuild it. 
They then prefented the keys to him, with fuch fin- 
cere expreffions of joy and affection, that the king 


was melted even to tears, embraced them thrice, . 


and afterwards, entering into a familiar converfation 
with them on the times paft, affured them, that in 
him they might always depend upon finding a pro- 
tector of their liberty, and a zealous preferver of 
their privileges. 

As I was going away at the conclufion of this ce- 
remony, I met the duke of Epernon, who coming 
to wait upon the king, afked me what was doing? 
and I, without reflecting upon his queftion, anfwer- 
ed it directly: but I was furprifed to fee, that at the 
recital I made him, his countenance was overfpread 
with rage and difdain; and, a moment after, to 
hear him afk me, haughtily, whether I affumed any 
right in the government of Rochelle? and by what 
claim I took upon myfelf to prefent the deputies 
from that city to the king ? I never thought it any 
meannefs to give my friends fatisfaction, in cafes 

wherein 


who aye) 
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1605. wherein my conduét might appear doubtful to them ; 
rs I therefore told him, that it was in the quality of an 


antient friend of that city, and by his majefty’s 
command, that I had prefented the deputies to him. 
He replied, with the fame emotion as at firft, that 
Rochelle being comprehended in his patent for go- 
vernor, the king, the Rochellers, and I, had equal- 
iy injured him.- I could not help telling him, that 
the Rochellers would look upon his pretenfions as 
very fingular, but that it was from them, or rather 
from the king, that he was to defire an explanation 
and not from me, fince I had only acted by his ma- 
jefty’s orders, and without any intention to encroach 
upon the rights of other perfons. 

Saying this, 1 quittea him coolly, ‘and he went 
to Henry to tell him the caufe of his difguft: he 
returned more diflatisfied than he went, and ail the | 
refource he had was to mingle his grievances and 
complaints with thofe of the count. The malicious 
things they faid of me on this occafion, which I had 
convincing proofs of, was the caufe that I afterwards 
took D’Ornano’s part in a quarrel which happened 
between him and d’Epernon, during the king’s ftay 
at Limoges. This increafed d’Epernon’s rage, and 
a third difeuft which he received from me completed 
our éftrangement from each other: he demanded 
afienments for the payment of the ammunition 
bread, furnifhed by the cities and large towns for 
the foldiers he had levied. I thought it my duty to 
acquaint the king before I complied with this re- 
queft, who, knowing as well as myfelf that ‘this 
money would remain in d’Epernon’s: purfe,’ inftead 
of being delivered to thofe to whom it belonged, 
gave me e orders to refufe him. . This was the ‘rock 
upon which our'teconciliation, our mutual promifes 
of friendfhip, and thofe connexions which had been 
capable of giving umbrage to the RDS were all fplit 
and deftroyed: 

‘At my return from Féntbiiess J went to givethis 
per bit an account of the ufe 1 had made’ of that 

authority 
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ris 


longer converfation together, than at my return from eu 


Chatélleraut, and upon the very fame fubject, po- 
licy and the quarrels at court. I found him this 
time alfo at Fontainebleau, whither he had come to 
pals the month of Oétober ‘and part of November ; 
the queen was there alfo: the king and fhe met as 
they entered the court,’ fhe in her litter, and he on 
horieback, for he had rode poft.’ He loft La-Ri- 
viere, his firft phyfician there, whom he greatly re- 
ereted: he gave his poft to Du-Laurens *, who was 
already firft phyfician to the queen ; and looked out 
for another for that princefs. 1 did not ftay long 
at Fontainebleau ; a thoufand different affairs called 
me to Paris, where Henry had-confideration enough 
to leave me a long time, without commanding my 
‘attendance on him. mare ju. 

T have yet mentioned but fome part of thofe af- 
fairs queen Margaret had to communicate to me, in 
our interview at Cercote. As fhe propofed to quit 
her caftle at Uffon and refide in Paris, fhe was de- 
firous of having’ my advice upon this occafion, and 
-to’ know if fhe fhould be well received at court; 
whither it was neceffary fhe fhould go, to prove that 
dhe did nothing without his majefty’s confent. T'af- 
fured her, that their majefties would receive her with 
the utmoft refpeét; for I was well acquainted with 
their fentiments in regard toher. A bare afiurance 
would not fatisfy her; fhe infifted upon my engag- 
ing my word as:a fecurity, which I did without any 
hefitation ; and fhe, on her fide, promifed to be go- 
verned wholly by my-advice. After thefe mutual 
engagements, we feparated; I took the road to 


* Andrew Du-Laurens was the Sully being intreated to procure 


fourth principal phyfician, whofe 
,death Henry IV. had feen fince his 
_acceffion to the crown, and as he 
-alfo,died four years afterwards, Pe- 
‘tit. a phyfician of Gien, who fuc- 
ceeded him, . was the fifth. M, de 


-Du-Lauren’s office for Turquet, one 
of the phyficians in ordinary to the 


king, who was ‘a proteftant,: an- 
fwered, :‘* I have taken an oath 
** never «to recommend either! a 


. phyfician or acook to the king,”° 


Chatel- 
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1605. Chatelleraut, and Margaret that of the caftle of Ma- 
y drid, where fhe intended to lodge. 


. Henry, befides the inclination he had to oblige 
this princefs, who well deferved that he fhould con- 
tribute to her fatisfaétion, had another reafon for 
confenting that fhe fhould leave Uffon *. He was 
extremely defirous of having this old caftle in his 
own poffeffion, as its fituation, in a very fufpected 
country, might make it one day a convenient retreat 
for the rebels, as the caftle of Carlat had been. The 
king propofed to throw down this caftle if it fhould 
be judged not worth preferving; for this purpofe, 
he ordered me to fend a faithful and intelligent 
commiflary to the caftle of Uffon as foon as queen 
Margaret had left it, and to give him an exaét in- 
formation of the condition it was in at prefent, but. 
that he fhould not difcover with what intention he 
went. : However, .La-Varenne, coming foon after 
from queen Margaret, declared. to Henry, that it 
would give her great trouble, if the caftle of Uffon 
was demolifhed fo foon after her departure; upon 
which the king wrote to me to defer fending the 
commiffary thither till he had feen that princefs. _ 
This fecond order would have come too late, if 
happily the perfon whom I had refolved to employ, 
and who was one of the beft engineers in the whole 
body of the artillery, had not been indifpofed, which 
obliged him to put off his journey for fome days. 

The arrival of queen Margaret, and the kind re- 
ception Henry prepared to give her, occafioned fome 
of thofe idle flanders which the foolifh populace are 
fo fond of propagating. The wifeft way being to 
feem ignorant of them, the king made no alterati- 
ons in thofe honours he was refolved to pay her. 


% She had lived there neartwen- tas, The marquis de Canillac car- 
ty years. On her leaving Agen, ried her off from this caftle, and 
from whence fhe made her efcape fhut her up in the caftle of Uffon, 


difguifed in the habit of an ordinary 
citizen, riding behind Lignerac, fhe 
went to live at Carlat, a caftle be- 
longing to a gentleman called Mar- 


5 


which place pleafed her fo much 
that fhe fixed her abode there, tho’ 
fhe was left at liberty to quit it 
whenever fbe thought proper. 
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As foon as fhe came to Paris, he fent M. de Ven- 1605. 
dôme and Roquelaure, to pay his compliments to wan. 
her, till he could vifit her in perfon, for he was 
then at Monceaux: the queen alfo fent Chateau- 
vieux in her name to this princefs. On the 26th of 
July, Henry went in perfon to vifit her, to Bois de 
Boulogne *, where fhe then was, having only pafied 
through Paris. His majefty went at feven o’clock 
in the evening, and returned atten, This inter- 


* From thence fhe went to live 
in the palace of Sens near the Ave- 
Mary: fhe afterwards hired a pa- 
lace in the fuburb of Saint-Germain 
oppofite to the Louvre, where fhe 
continued till her death. This prin- 
cefs has been fo much abufed in the 
libels of that time, that one might 
be induced to accufe M. de Sully 
of partiality, in the praife he every 
where beftows on her in his Mee 
moirs, if his teftimony were not 
confirmed by our beit hiftorians, 
The author of L’Hiftoire de la mere 
& du fils, on their authority, fpeaks 
of her in the following manner. 
** Her degradation in point of rank, 
‘6 was fo amply made up by her 
** goodnefs and the royal virtues 
“ fhe poffeffed, as to render her 
“ ftill greatly refpedcted. 
‘true heirefs of the illuftrious 
“ houfe of Valois, fhe never be- 
6 ftowed a gift on any one, with- 
‘€ out making an apology for giv- 
ing fo little; fhe was the refuge 
of men of letters, loved to hear 
them talk, her table was con- 
ftantly furrounded with them, 
and fhe learned fo much from 
converfing with them, that fhe 
fpoke better than any woman of 
‘€ her time, and wrote more cor- 
€ re@ly than moft perfons of her 
“ fex are capable of doing. In 
 fhort, as charity is the queen of 
€ all virtues, this great princefs 
“ crowned her’s by giving alms, 
“ which fhe did with fo liberal a 
€ hand to all who ftood in need of 
** them, that there was not a re- 
5€ ligious houfe in Paris which did 


Like a. 


not feel the effeëts of her bounty, 
nor one poor perfon who had re- 
courfe to her that did not meet 
with relief; therefore God out 
of his mercy repaid her, with u- 
‘€ fury, for that which fhe fhewed 
to his people, giving her grace 
** to make a truly chriftian end.’” 
&c. vol, I, p. 326. This is furely 
fufficient to compenfate for a fmall 
number of levities and human weak- 
nefies, which are the utmoft of what 
this princefs could ever be charged 
with, If any one is defirous of 
feeing further what has been writ- 
ten for or againft her on this head, 
let him read meffieurs De Thou, 
Dupleix, Mezerai, father Daniel, 
father Hilarion de Cofte’s elogium 
of illuftrious ladies, Baffompierre, 
M. Bayle’s diétionary under the 


. word Uffon, and an infinity of o- 


ther writers. She died on the 27th 
of March 1615, at her palace in'the 
Fauxbourg-Saint-Germain, which 
has fince been demolifhed ; fhe was 
interred in the church of the re- 
formed Auguftins, fince called the 
Little Auguftins, which had been 
founded by her. ‘* She was great- 
_ ly regreted,”” fays the Memoirs’ 
of the Regency of Mary de Medicis, 
‘ being a princefs abounding in 
goodnefs of heart, eagerly fond 
of the welfare and repofe of the 
ftate, who did no harm to any 
‘one befides herfelf,” Thefe few 
words, I apprehend, are fufficient 
to give us the perfect idea we ought 
to form of her chara¢ter, and fuf- 
ficiently agree with what M. de 
Sully fays 4 her, 


ce 
ce 
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1605: view paffed with equal. fatisfaction on both fides. 

Www The king fpoke of the caftle of Uffon to this prin- 
cefs:. fhe confented to what he propofed; and, in 
that whole affair, he never did any thing without 
firft knowing whether it would be agreeable to her. 
On the 28th of the fame month fhe came to Paris, 
to pay her refpects to the queen, who came to the: 
Louvre to receive-her: fhe afterwards, on the 4th, 
of Auguft, went to Saint-Germain to.fee the Dau- . 
phin, and ftaid there four or five days with their 
majefties. Henry had no greater pleafure than the 
company of his children, as his frequent journies to 
Saint-Germain fufficiently. proved. Queen Marga- 
ret returned to Bois de Boulogne on the 11th of the 
fame month, greatly affected with their majefties ob- 
liging behaviour to her. 

By the orders which fhe gave to her officers who 
remained at Uffon, Barenton, who was {ent thither. 
by his majefty, found no oppofition, and was put 
in immediate poffeffion of the caftle. He drew up 
a memorial fof the ftate in which he found it, and. 
brought it to the king, who, perfifting in his refo-. 
lution of difmantling this cafile, ordered me to fend 
an engineer or commifiary of artillery there as foon 
as poffible for that purpofe. I was commiffioned to 
thank queen Margaret in his name, for the chear- 
fulnefs with which fhe had made this facrifice, and 
to pay her the full value of all the flores and ammu+ 
nition which were found at Uffon, which Margaret. 
had deftined for the payment of the garrifon fhe 
maintained there; if that princefs did not rather 
chufe to give her foldiers thefe ftores and provifions. 
themfelves: 38 

I fhall conclude the memoirs of the prefent year 
with an article, which I am already certain wiil have 
the approbation of all juft and fenfible perfons ; and 
for which I am alfo as fecure of their acknowledg- 
ments. Jn all.the principal cities of the kingdom, 
efpecially thofe which have arfenals ana academies, 
there are alfo fchools for the young nobility, in which 

7 are 
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are taught all kinds’ of fports and exercifés, as well r605. 


military, as thofe defigned merely to form a grace. WY 


ful carriage, and give ftrength and activity to the 
limbs: and thefe exercifes are no where more care- 
fully cultivated than at Paris, where the fpacious 
courts of the arfenal, deftined to this ufe, are full 


_ almoft every hour in the day. I was always of the 


fame opinion as Henry concerning thefe exercifes : 
he often afferted, that they were the moft folid foun- 
dation, not only of difcipline and other military. vir- 
tues, but alfo of thofe noble fentiments, and that 
elevation of mind, which give one nation the pre- 
eminence over every other. I ufed to be prefent at 
them myfelf, when I could fteal a moment from 
bufinefs, as well through the tafte I had for fuch 
amufements, as becaufe I thought my prefence would 
excite a laudable emulation amongtt the youth. 

One afternoon in carnival time, when thefe fports 
were moft frequent, I left my clofet to fhew myielf 
to this aflembly of young men, and came very fea- 
fonably to prevent the confequences of two quarrels, 
which, from that miftaken notion of honour to 
which France has made herfelf a flave, were likely 
to have been very fatal. ‘Thefe quarrels had taken 
their rife from a trifle, as it generally happens with 
the greateft part of thofe which have been followed 


by the moft bloody cataftrophes; but the king (I . 


am grieved to fay it) took fo little care to enforce 
the obfervation of the ediéts publifhed by fome of his 
predeceflors, againft that barbarous cuftom of duel- 
ling, that every day, and for the flighteft occafions, 
fome blood was fhed. : | | 

I thought it my dûty to endeavour to convince 
thefe young men who crouded about me, of the er- 


ror they were in with regard totrue valour ; ‘It is, 


‘ {gid I to them, in fields of war; and in actions 
‘€ which have the fervice of our country in view, 
that courage is permitted to be fhown ; that which 
arms us againft our friends, or countrymen, ia 
Sf contempt of all laws, as well divine as human, is 
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‘ but a brutal fiercenefs, madnefs and real pufilla- 


vs  nimity.” I perceived, that the moral-I endea- 


voured to inculcate appeared very ftrange to thefe 
young men, who were carried away by the heat of 
blood and atdour of youth: one of them, who, it 
was apparent, fought to give himfelf confequence 
with his fellows, replied, that princes having at all 
times permitted, nay authorifed duels, they had 
pafied into a cuftom, which holds the place of a 
law. 

I contented myfelf for the prefent with making 
the youth fenfible that he fupported' his argument 
upon falfe and erroneous principles, and with pre- 
venting the challenge from proceeding any further ; 
but as foon as I retired, I gave free courfe to my re- 
flexions upon the fingularity of an abufe, unknown. 


to the moft polifhed, and at the fame time braveft 


people. Thefe reflexions, when thrown upon paper, 


compofed a kind of memorial, which I thought it 


my duty to prefent to the king. 

Duels, it is true, are of long ftanding in France, 
and indeed in Europe, but in that part only that has 
been overwhelmed by barbarians, from whofe time 
this hateful cuftom takes its date, and appears there- 
fore to be derived from them; and if hiftories of 
times more remote, fuch as that of the emperor 
Otho the firft, and that of the divorce of Lothario, 
gives fome inftances of fingle combat, they may be 
oppofed by prohibitions of equal antiquity, 1flued 
out by the power of the church, as that of the coun- 
cil of Valentia in 855, or by temporal authority. 
We have in France a very ancient edit, which for- 
bids them in all civil caufes,°and in criminal caufes 
limits them to five cafes; high treafon, rape, houfe- 
burning, murder, and nightly thefts. Saint Lewis * 
afterwards took away all reftriétion; and when 


# On the fubjeët of thefe edi&s combats, confult the writers who 
ef Saint Lewis and Philip the fair, treat of it ; fuch as Paul de Mont- 
as alfo of the origin, manner, and boucher fieur of la Rivaudiere, in 
whatever has relation to fingle his Treatife on the ceremonies and 


Philip 
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Philip the IVth, his grandfon, feemed to reftore 1605. 
them, 1303, in charges of ftate crimes, rapes, and “WY 
houfe-burning, to which he reduced them, he was 
incited only by a motive at once deferving praife and 
cenfure; the hope of abolifhing infenfibly this cu- 
ftom of bloodfhed, which had gathered ftrength in 
his time, by confining it to thefe rare cafes fet down 
in a pofitive law: to nrake this more evident, he 
forbad all manner of perfons to allow them, by re- 
ceiving, what was called pledges of battle, and de- 
clared that right referved to himfelf alone. 

To fhew, by explaining the difference between 
the ancient duels and thofe of our time, what a num- 
ber of namelefs abufes have crept into a practice, 
which itfelf was from its firft original a corruption, it 
will be fufficient to lay down the circumftances and 
formalities which were obferved in thofe times. 

In the firft place, no body, however offended, 
might take vengeance in his own right; and as it is 
now practifed in the firft emotion of caprice and paf- 
fion, and much lefs in mere bravado, which, in my 
opinion, is of all things the moft contrary ‘to the 
laws of fociety. They had their judges, before 
whom he that thought himfelf injured in his honour, 
was to give an account of the wrong fuffered, and 
demand permiffion to prove, in the way of arms, 
that he did not lay upon his enemy a falfe accufati- 
on. It was then confidered as fhameful to defire 
blood for blood. The judge, who was commonly 
the lord of the place, made the perfon accufed, ap- 
pear likewife before him; and never allowed the 
decifion of battle, which was demanded by throw- 
ing a glove, or fome other pledge upon the ground, 
but when he could get no other proof either of guilt 
or innocence. | 


- laws of challenges and fingle com- in the tenth volume of his Memoirs, 
bats, &c. in 1608; John Savaron  intitled Touching Duels ; D’ Audi- 
fieur of Villars, in his Treatife a- guier, Du-Piex, Ruauld, Bafnage, 
gainft duels, with the edi@t of Phi- &c. and many other Italians. 

lip the fair, in 1610; Brantôme, dé 
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The pledges were received, and the judge defer- 


ee red the decifion of the quarrel to the end of two: 


months, during the firft of which the two enemies 
were delivered each of them to common friends, . 
upon fecurity for their forthcoming: their friends: 
endeavoured by all forts of means “to difcover the’ 
perfon criminal, and to give him a fenfe of the in- 
juftice of maintaining a falfhood, from which he 
could expect nothing but the lofs of his: reputation, : 

of his life, and of his foul; for they were perfuaded, 
with the utmoit degree of certainty, that heaven al- 
ways gave the victory to the right caufe; and there- 
fore a duel, in their opinion, was an action of which 
the event could be determined by no human power. 
When the two months were expired, the two rivals 
were put into a.clofe prifon, and committed to the 
ecclefiaftics, who employed every motive to make 
them change their defign. 0 If, after all this, they 
fill perfitted, a day was at laft fixed to end their 
quarrel. | 
When the day was come, the two Hi 
were brought fafting in the morning before the fame 
judge, who obliged both ‘of them to declare upon 
oath that they faid the truth, after which they fuf- 
fered them to eat; they were then armed >in his pre- 
fence, the kind cé arms being likewife fettled: four 
feconds, chofen with the lime ceremonies, faw them 

undreffed, .and: anointed all over the body with oil, 
and faw their ‘beards and hair cut clofe. They were 
then conducted into an inclofed ground, and guard- 
ed by armed men, having been made to repeat, for 
the laft time, their affertions and accufations, to fee 
if they perfifted in them without alterations.. They 
were not even then fuffered:'to advance to the com- 
bat: that moment their feconds joined them at the 
two ends of the field for another ceremony, which 
of itfelf was enough to make their weapons drop 
from their hands, | at leaft if there had been any 
friendfhip between them. ‘Their feconds made them 
kneel down in this place facing each other; wey 
+ made 
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made them join hands,’ with the fingers of one put 1604, 


between the fingers of the other; they deman 
juftice from one another, and were conjured on each 
fide not to fupport afalfity; they folemnly proimifed 
to’aét upon terms of honour, and not to aim at the 
victory by fraud and inchantment.’ ‘The feconds 
examined their arms‘piece by piece, ito fee that no- 
thing: was wanting; and then conducted them to the 
two'ends of the: lifts, where ‘they made them fay 
their prayers and make their confeffion ÿ then afkinà 
each of them whether he had any meffage ‘to fend to 
his adverfary, they fuffered them*to. fall-to, ‘which 
they did at the fignal’ofethe herald,. who criéd'frorh 


without the lifts; Det the brave combatants co. After . 


this, it is true, they fought without mercy, arid the 
vanquifhed, dead or alive; ineurred’ all the infamy 
of the crime and the puhifhment ;° he was dragged 
upon ‘a hardle in his fhirt, and afterwards hanged or 
burnt, while the other: returned hoñoured and tri- 
umphant, witha décree’that attefted "him to have 
gained ‘his fuit, and ‘allotted him'alb-manner of fa- 

tisfaction. CV Meth yey OF basse 01 
| There is throughout all this cetemony fomething 
wild and ridiculous,’ but, however, 'the voice of rea- 
fon, authority, and prudence, is ftill'heard, though 
its diétates are utterly ‘miftaken 5) whereas there is no- 
thing but monftrous unreafonablene® in'the practice 
of thofe fmart youths, who withdraw flily into a field 
to fhed the blood ‘of one another, with hands impell- 
ed by no better inftin'than that which inftigates à 
beaft‘of prey. If men went'to fight with the fame 
coolnefs and deliberation as in former times, can it 
be imagined that there would be the’ hundredth part 
of the duels that now happen?’ But men have 
thought it néceflary. to difmifs confideration from 
that action, which is ferious above all others : fome 
rufh blindly into this danger, others..pleafe them- 
felves with being born for the deftruction of their 
fellow-creatures ; others revive the hateful trade of 
the gladiators, and are indeed more dreadful and 
H 2 con- 
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1605. contemptible than the men that bore that name were 
LC heretofore. 
The forms of duels shies were obferved in Ger- 
many, differ not eflentially from thofe of France, 
which I have defcribed: they were likewife received 
in Spain and England; only he who yielded to his 
adverfary upon a fingle wound was reputed infa- 
mous ; he could not afterwards either cut his beard, 
hear any office, wear a weapon, or mount a horfe. 
On the contrary, he who died in a couragious de- 
fence was buried honourably. - Another fingularity, 
which muft have kept duels from being common in 
Germany, was, that there were only three places 
where they could be fought, Witzbourg in Fran- 
conia, Ufpach, and Hall in Swabia. 
I could not wait for his-majefty’s return to Paris, 
to communicate.to him the memorial of which I 
have now mentioned! the contents; to inform him 
of the accidents to which this practice gave occafion; 
and to defire him to put a ftop to an'evil which was 
every day fpreading by his indulgence. I intreated 
him to attend to the counfel which 1 had prefumed 
to give him, to renew the edicts againft duels, to 
ageravate the punifhment confiderably, and execute 
it : feverely : ; and to forbid all men to profecute any 
word of injury or offence otherwife than by courfe 
ef law; but to manage fo, that the juftice obtained 
might be fpeedy and fatisfactory ; to make the com- 
plainant eafy, and the agereffor penitent ; and laftly, 
to have this new order fixed up, at the beginning of 
every year, in the courts of the Louvre, the palace, 
the arfenal, and in other places that were moft fre- 
quented *. It is certain,,as I reprefented to his 
majefty, that a reputation for perfonal valour, {uch 
as this prince had eftablifhed, was able to give to 
an edict concerning duels, twice the authority that 


* If we attentively read‘ what 
cardinal de Richeliew has faid on 
“this fubje&, in his Political Tefta- 
ment, part I. chap, iii. § 2, the 
. title whereof is, Of the means to pre- 


vent duels; we muft own, that great 
minifter feems to have drawn all 
his refle@tions on this matter from 
this and other parts of thefe Me- 
moirs where duels are fpokea of, 


it 
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it could derive from mere royal pleafure, but the 1605. 
pleafure of the mafter of kines, a power far fuperi- C¥~y 


or, did not allow to the reign of Henry the Great, 
the extirpation of this abufe. 
~~ It may be faid, without pretending to juftify this 
prince, that his eafinef with refpect to duels pro- 
ceeded from a habit contracted by his long wars, by 
which he faw bloodfhed without emotion; and that 
he was likewife not much lefs indifferent about his 
own blood. He had always fome notion that the 
laft moment was inevitably predetermined : this o- 
pinion he difeuifed to himfelf, under the chriftian 
notion of refignation to God. There was fent me 
from Rome, about that time, an account of a con- 
fpiracy againft the ftate, and an attempt upon the 
life ae the king, which I thought I ought to dif- 
clofe to him, though it feemed to me worthy to be 
defpifed, as idéed | he defpifed it. He told me, on 
that occafion, that he was convinced of its being 
beft for his happinefs to pay no manner of regard to 
intelligence like this *, and that otherwife his life 
would be worfe than death ; that the calculators of 
nativities had threatened him, fome, that he fhould 
die by the fword; and others by a coach : but that 


none of them had ever. mentioned poifon, which: 


feemed to him the eafieft way to difpatch him, be- 
caufe he eat a great deal of fruit of all kinds that 
were offered him, Without having them tafted ; 
therefore, upon the whole, he gave himfelf up to 
the Lord of his life and of his death. 

It was not poffible but fpeaking in this manner, 
Henry reckoned a little, without perceiving it, upon 
the good fortune that had accompanied him as well 
in the dangers that particularly threatened his per- 
fon +, as thofe which regarded his kingdom and 


* “Let him alone,” faid this ‘* interfering.” Matthieu, vol. I. 
prince to thofe who perfuaded him . 2. p. 359. 
to punifh a man who had been en- + Henry IV. efcaped one, on 
gaged in a -confpiracy againft him, Monday the roth of Decembers 
‘ he is a wicked wretch whom of which M. de Perefixe gives the 
** God will punifb, without my following relation, ‘ The fame 


H 3 happinefs. 


102: 


nee 


ME M O I'RS, &e. 
iO: eight cr from whom he had 


Book XXII. 


Kaw « 


the AA ‘Con ideciiles 5. cut one was a in so 
hangman’s hand, and-two others of ficknefs the 
fourzh was actually in prifons) the fifth was gone in- 
to voluntary banifhment; the fixth janitertacent to 
flatter him whom formerly he. endeavoured to de- 
ftroy. For the other fort of good fortune, we have 
feen examples throughout this hiftory: but, alas! 
this good fortune was not complete ;. butan unhap- 
py moment for France, as ‘well as for the. orm 


has wholly blotted out that idea of profperity. — 


day on which Mairargues was 
executed, an unfortunate mad- 
man made an‘attempt on the 
facred perfon of the king, rufh- 
ing on him.with a poignard in 


his hand, as he returned from ~ 
hunting over the Pont-neuf, His. 
“majefty’s footmen running up. 
obliged him to quit his ‘hold; and ° 


were going to!beat his bidding 
out on the fpot, 
king forbid them, and ordered 


him to be imprifoned in Fort- : 
. His name was John, 


L’Evéque. 


#6 De-Lifle, a native of Vineux near 


a 


Senlis, He was immediately 


had not the || 


aicunerandl examined by the pre- 
fident Jeannin, who could not 
get: any rational anfwer from 
him ; for he was entirely out of 
his fenfes: he fancied himfelf to 
be king of all the world, and 
faid Henry IV. had ufurped the 
kingdom of France from him, 
and he was therefore going to. 
chaftife him for his temerity : 


whereupon, the king thinking 
him futhiciéntly punifhed by his 


madnefs, commanded he fhould 
only be Kept in prifon, where 
he died foon after.” Hiftory of 


Henry the Great, part 3: 
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dE HE king and queen being at Paris on the 
| firft day of this year, I went to théÆLou- 
| vre in the morning, to pay my refpects to 
them, and offer the ufual prefents. I did not find 
the king in his own chamber; L’Oferai and Ar- 
magnac told me, that he was in bed with the 
queen, and that, probably, both were ftill afleep, 
becaufe the queen’s indifpofition had- kept them a- 
wake almoft the whole night. I paffed on to the 
queen’s apartment, to enquire of La-Renouillere 
and Catherine Selvage the ftate of their majefties 
health ; and knocked at the door as foftly as pof- 
fible, that I-might not wake them. I found that 
the courtiers were already admitted; for feveral 
voices, which I knew to be thofe of Roquelaure, 
Frontenac, and Beringhen, afked all at once, Who 
is there? and when { anfwered, I heard them fay to 
‘the king, Sire, it is the Grand Mafter : ° Come in, 
* Rofny, faid his majefty to me, you will think 
“ mé lazy, till you know what has kept us fo late 
** in bed: my wife, who believes fhe is in her eighth 
“month, having had fome pains as fhe was going 
s6 to bed, I was apprehenfive that fhe would have 
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à dangerous labour ; but towards the middle of 
the night they proved to be only the effects of 
the cholic; and fhe growing eafy we fell afleep, 
and neither of us waked till fix o’clock this 
morning ; but on her part, with groans, fighs, 
and tears, for which fhe has affigned imaginary 
caufes : I will tell you what they are when fome 
of thefe people have leit the room, for you'will 
not fail to {peak your fentiments freely, and I 


-believe your advice will not be unufeful on this 


occafion, any more than on many others of the 
fame kind. But, in the mean time, let us fee 
what you have brought us for cur new-year’s- 
gifts, for I perceive you have three of your fe- 
cretaries with you, each loaded with a velvet 
bag.” I remember, fire, replied I, that when 
] laft faw the queen and your majefty together, 
you were both in very good humour, and be- 
lieving that I fhould find you ftill fo, and in ex- 
pectation of another fon, I have brought you a 
great many new-year’s-gifts, which, from the 
pleafure they will be received with by thofe per- 
fons among whom I fhall diftribute them in your 
name, will aflord you great fatisfaction; and I 
could wifh this might be done in the prefence of 
your majefty and the queen.” ‘“Though the fays 
nothing to you, replied the king, and plays the 
dormoufe, as ufual, yet I know fhe is not afleep ; 
but fhe is offended both with you ‘and I: we 
will talk of this when only you, Renouillere, 
Beringhen, and Catharine are prefent, for they 
know fomething of the matter---but let us fee 
your gifts.”  T'hefe prefents, faid I to his ma- 
jefty, do not exprefs the ftate of a grand mafter 
of the ordnance, nor are worthy of the treafurer 
of a rich and powerful monarch ; but, {mall as 
they are, they will neverthelefs give more joy 
to thofe on whom they are beftowed, and will 


produce you more acknowledgements, fame, and 


** praifes, than the exceflive gifts you lavifh upon 


* per- 
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perfons who I am well affured thank you only by 1606. 
complaints full of ingratitude.” ‘I underftand Uw 


o 


you byhalf a word, replied Henry, as you fome- 
times fhew you do me: but let us fee your 
prefents, and talk no more of what you have 
heard.” 


I then ordered my three fecretaries to approach. 


Sire, faid I, here is Arnaud the elder, who car- 
ries in this bag, which holds the papers of the 
council, three purfes of gold medals,” I fhewed 


them to the king, and explained the motto, which 
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exprefied the affection of the people for his ma- 
fty. ‘One of thefe purfes, fire; continued I, 


is for yourfelf, the other for the queen, and the 
third for the Dauphin; that is to fay, for Ma- 
manga *, if her majefty does not keep it herfelf, 
as fhe always does. In this bag likewife are 
eight purfes of filver medals, ftruck in the fame 
manner, two for your majelty, two forthe queen, 
and four for Renouillere, Catherine Selvage, and 
fuch other ladies of the queen’s chamber as you 
fhall pleafe to give themto. Arnaud the younger 
has in his bag five and twenty purfes of filver 
medals, to be diftributed by the Dauphin, ma- 
dam de Montglat, madam de Drou, and made- 
moifelle de Piolant, among the nurfes, and other 
women attendants on your children, and among 
the queen’s maids. And in the third bag, which 
Le-Gendre carries, there are thirty little bags, 
of a hundred crowns each, in demy-franks, all 
new, and fo large that they look like whole ones; 
thefe are for prefents to the queen’s maids, and 
the women of her chamber, and thofe belong- 
ing to the children of France, according to your 
orders. I have left two large bags in my coach, 


* Madam de Montglat, whom and madam Elizabeth of France, 


the young prince called fo. Inthe to madam de. Montglat, there is 
g138th vol. of the king’s MSS. one from the young dauphin to his 
which is entirely filled with origi- fitter, in which he tells her, he 
pal letters of Henry IV, the queen, kiffes Mamanga’s hands. 
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se: to the.care of my fervants, full of douzains, all 
new likewife, and each bag worth a hundred 
«© crowns, which make twelve thoufand fous ; *thefe 
<¢ are to be divided among the poor invalids who 


. © are upon the keys:of the river near the Louvre, 


which I am told are almoft full. I have fent 
« thither twelve of the moft charitable men in the 
“city to range them in order, and diftribute the 
« prefents. You cannot imagine how much thefe 
‘* trifling new-year’s-gifts, in little pieces new 
<¢ coined, will pleafe thefe poor men, and the queen’s 
<< maids and women of her chamber : they all de- 
€ clare, that they do not regard thefe gifts for the 
<¢ value, but as being inftances of your regard for 
‘ them; efpecially the queen’s maids, who fay, 
€ that what is given them to purchafe cloaths they 
ce muft lay out as directed, but thefe hundred 
*¢ crowns they may lay out in what trifles they pleafe, 
<¢ which is more to their tafte.’’ ‘But, Rofny, 
te faid his majefty to me, will you give them their 
«© new-year’s gifts without making them kifs you 
€ for them ?”. ‘* Truly, fire, replied I, fince you 
<< once commanded them to kifs me, I am under 
‘ no neceffity of ufing prayers and intreaties, they 
*¢ come very willingly ; and madam de Drou, who 
€. is fo devout, only laughs atit.” ‘Ah! Rofny,” 
continued Henry, with the fame gaiety, ‘* fince it 
“e i$ fo, pray tell me truly, who kiffes you moft 
“ willingly? and which of them do you think the 
e handfomeft ? ” ‘Faith, fire, returned I, I can- 
€ not tell you, I have no leifure to think of gal- 
“ Jantry, and I believe they take as little notice of 
my beauty as I of theirs: I kifs them as we do 
‘6 relics when we prefent our offerings.” The king 
could not help laughing aloud; and addreffing him- 
felf to thofe who were prefent, ‘ What do you 
‘€ think, faid he, of this prodigal financier, who 
‘ makes fuch rich prefents out of his mafter’s 
** pocket for akifs?” After diverting himfelf a 
few moments with this thought, ‘Go to breakfaft, 
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“ faid he to the courtiers, and leave us to confer 1606. 


6¢ 


a little upon matters of more importance.” 
Every ‘one retiring but Renouillere and Cäthe- 


rine, ‘the king gently pufhing the queen, ** Awake, 


€c 
"66 


n 
Le. 


you dormoufe, faid he, give me a kifs, and be 
peevifh no more, for allour little quarrels are alrea- 
dyforgot byme; Iam folicitous to keep your mind 
‘eafy, left your health fhould fuffer during your 


"pregnancy: you imagine, purfued he, that Rof- 


fiy favours me in our little difputes ; ‘but you 
would be undeceived, if you knew with what free- 
dom he fometimes tells me truths: and tho’ I often 


“refent thofe liberties, yet I am not really offend- 


ed with him for them; on the contrary, I fhould 
believe he no longer loved me, if he ceafed to 
make me fuch remonftrances as he thought were 
neceflary for the honour of my perfon, the good 
of my kingdom,. and my people’s happinefs ; 
for be aflured, my dear, added he, there are none 
fo juft and fo upright, who would not wholly 
fall, if, when they began to ftumble, they were 
not fupported by the good councils of prudent 
friends and faithful fervants: and to convince 


you of the truth of what I fay, know that Rof- 
ny has been continua'ly telling me, for thefe fif- 


teen days paft, that you are in your eighth month, 
and that I ought not to difcompofe you, for fear 
of hurting your fon, for a fon he infifts upon it, 


LES 7 


This good prince, affuming an air fill more ten- 


der and obliging, intreated her to tell him, before 
me, what was the caufe of her waking fighing and 
in tears. The queen at laft, turning to him, faid, 


* The aftrologers had foretold 
it, fays L’Etoile’s Journal, and that 
the queen’s life would be in, dan- 
ger. She was happily brought to 
bed of a daughter on the 1oth of 
February, . Henry IV, in order to 


comfort the queen (for fhe paffi- 


onately defired to have a fon) faid 


to her, with his ufual gaiety, that 
if this daughter fhould not happen 
to meet with a proper eftablith- 
ment, there would be many others 
in the fame condition ; and that if 
her mother had not bore a daugh- 
ter, fhe would not have been queen 
of France, , " 


that 


Cr 
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1606, that her grief was occafioned by a dream, which 
wi~ feemed to confirm what had been predicted to her 


a few-days before, but that her mind had been re- 
lieved by weeping. She then, in her turn, intreat- 
ed the king to {pare her any farther uneafinefs, at 
leaft while fhe was with child, and to avoid giving 
vent to fuch expreffions, ‘which, faid fhe, make 
<¢ me, as well as others, believe, that you are hap- 
‘ pier in the company of other perfons than in 
<¢ mine, and thofe too, purfued fhe, whom I well 
«© know are not only unfaithful to you, but hate 
<< you in their hearts; I know the reafon alfo, and 
‘€ T appeal for the truth of this to M. de Rofny, 
‘ whofe word I will take.” 

_ T avoided this explanation, by anfwering in a ge- 
neral manner, that it gave me great joy to fee their 
majeftics open their minds thus frankly upon their 
Jittle quarrels ; that I found it would not be diffi- 
cult to put a final end to them for the future, if 
they would ferioufly refolve to yield to fuch means 
as would be uied for that purpofe, by perfons who 
chofe rather to ferve their true intereft than footh 
their refentment. This propofal was accepted im- 
mediately, and they defired me to propofe thofe 
means; the queen faying, that fhe was refolved to 
make ufe of them, and the king, that they would 
be highly agreeable to him. I then declared to 
their majefties in plain terms (having firft convinced 


them, that any other remedy would end only in | 
talking and aéting to no purpofe, as had hitherto 


been the cafe) that there was only one way of get- 
ting rid, at once, of all the occafions of thefe per- 
plexities; that fince they had reafon to diftruft their 
own fteadinefs, in taking and keeping refolutions, 
they fhould make choice of fome perfon for this 
bufinefs, who while this decifion was depending, 
and after it was determined, fhould take the whole 
upon himielf, and act as if the king and queen 
were abfolutely without concern in it. I.advifed 
them to chufe a man {teady enough not to let td 
7 e 
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{elf be fhaken by any confideration, and capable 1606. 
of {uch pure and honeft affections, as to ferve them, =~ 
when the cafe required, by oppofing their inclina- 
tions; | | 

I difcovered not the leaft inclination to be em- 
ployed in this bufinefs, which indeed was not ve- 
ry agreeable; but I affured their majefties, that if 
it was upon me they caft their eyes, they muft 
begin by being abfolutely filent with refpect to the 
means they faw me make ufe of; and that, to give 
me a fecurity that my work fhould not be deftroyed 
by any return of difguft, they fhould oblige them- 
felves, in the moft folemn manner, not to oppofe 
any thing I fhould do, nor to preferve any refent- 
ment againft me, although one of the parties, and 
perhaps both, muft, by admitting the remedy I 
fhould make ufe of, do fome violence to their in- 
clinations. I believe they gueñled what this reme- 
dy was* ; and I may venture to affert, that if they 
had agreed to my propofal, no human confidera- 
tion fhould have hindered me from purfuing it; 
but I had good reafon to fear they would not’ fuffer 
me to proceed thus far. However, the king re- 
plied, that he was ready to fign this engagement ; 
but the queen, finding herfelf prefied, durft not 
venture to make-any promife: fhe faid fhe would 
confider of it; or otherwife, I muft teil her what 
. it was I intended to do. Yet fhe knew my inten- 
tions as well as the king, but was afraid of the con- 
fequences of a compromife. So we did nothing af- 
terwards but talk of that matter to the wind; for 
fuch it is to difcufs with a ferious air the trifling pro- 
jects of the court, which have been already fo of- 
ten exhaufted and worn out. It was through com- 
plaifance for their majefties that I confented to en- 
‘gage in this bufinefs, they having earneftly preffed 


. # M, de Sully has acquainted perfons over the mountains, and 
us with it before, inthe advice he the like number over the feas, as 
gave the king, to fend four or five he exprefles himfelf. 
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1606, meéto it. I withdrew upon the queen’s calling for 
wm her fhift, and the king for his cloaths. to 


The king and queen made my wife and I-very 
confiderable prefents, in return for my new-year’s 
gifts ; we likewife received fome prefents from queen 
Margaret. All the time the king ftaid in Paris 
was {pent in balls, mafquerades, and diverfions of 
every kind. January the roth’ this: prince came to 
the Arfenal*, it being very fine ‘weather, to fee:a 
coùfe of running at the ring. porn 

When the entertainment was over, Henry led me | 
into the great walk in the gardens. where, leaning 
again{t the fide of the balcony, I heard him with | 
pleafure begin: a: ferious converfation upon his poli: 
tical defigns ; the motto of my medals, with which 
he was greatly pleafed, had turned ‘his thoughts 
upon that fubjeét. I had before perceived for fome 
time, that Henry began to be more and more pet: 
fuaded of the neceffity and importance of this po: 
litical plan ; and ‘that he every day removed: fome 
obftacle to the execution of it: he ufed often 'to fay 
to me, that Philip HT: had not profited:by the wife 
councils of Philip I. his father, to look upon ‘all 
thofe väin-glorious ideas of univerfal monarchy, 
with which his predeceflors heads had been intoxi+ 
cated, as fo many idle chimera’s : he added, that 
this prince, : by all his proceedings, had made it 
evident he had not renounced them, and thatthere 
was not one amongall the princes of Chriftendom; 
who would be exempted from the»attacks of this 
proud and infolent monarchy, till it was made to feel 
its own impotence of power by that great blow, the 
defign of which I had firft hinted to him, and to the 
king of England; and which, as he owned, had 
not made all the impreffion on his mind it ought to 
have done. I believe the proceedings of the cham- 
ber Des grand jours in the former year, contributed 
moft to this firmnefs of Henry; for by this dif- 


De Thou. Merc, Fr, ann, 1606, 
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covering the fécret practices of Spain againft him, 1606. 
his natural hatred’ of that crown was greatly in- wy) 


creafed. | | 

I may venture to affirm alfo, that the converfa- 
tion we had together upon this fubject had a great 
fhare in the refolution he had now taken ; and in- 
deed it was not poffible for a prince, though he were 
ever fo inattentive to his own glory, to reflect’ upon 
all which an infatiable avarice and boundlefs ambi- 
tion had in théfe later times induced the houfe ‘of 
Auftria to undertake, without being feized with 
indignation. That Raoul de Habfbourg, whofe 
nobleft exploits, when his election to the empire 
was declared'to him, had been to lead fome fol- 
diers into the. neighbourhood of ‘Bafil, during the 
factions of the Etoiles and the: Papequais, was ne- 
ver eafy till he had divided Alface between himfelf 
and the city of Strafboure; ‘and afterwards, in- 
creafed his little domaine with the dutchies of 
Auftria, Stiria, Carinthia, and other hereditary lands 
which are ftill poffefled by his family in Germany. 
From the beginning of the fourteenth century, 
when this happened, down to our own times, how 
many ftates, what an immenfe extent of country, 
has not this all-eneroffing houfe devoured? the 
kingdoms of Spain, thofe of Naples and Sicily in 
Italy, the ifles of Sardinia, Majorca and Minorca, 
Bohemia and Hungary in Germany, Burgundy, 
Flanders, and all the Low Countries ; add to thefe, 
the acquifitions fhe has made in the eaftern ifles, 
and in the new world, equal almoï in extent to all 
that is difcovered of the three other parts of the 


. earth. Can we ftill doubt then whether Charles V. 


who raifed her to fuch an exalted pitch of power, 
intoxicated with fuch fuccefs, did not ferioufly think 
of {wallowing up all the reft of Europe, Afia, and 
Africa. | wank 

Is there 2 neceffity to bring any other proofs of 
this vain fcheme for univerfal monarchy than the de- 
ftruétion of the German proteftants, the eet a of 
| unis 
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giers, the invafion of France, fo open- 


v ly declared by the irruption made into Provence, 


and by the famous fiege of Metz; enterprifes 
formed at one time by that monarch? And if we 
have feen this projeét blafted, to what can we at- 
tribute it, except to different circumftances, and 
obftacles raifed againft himfelf by the precipitation 
of a mind which, in the intoxication of fuccefs, 
thinks every thing poffible? Charles V. undertook 
too many things at orice, and thofe greatly beyond 
his ftrength ; he engaged in thofe enterprifes with- 
out caution, and almoft without any preparation ; 
he braved earth, fea, the elements, and feafons. 
Soliman, who made head againft him in Europe, 
Afia, and Afric; Francis the firft, Henry the 
eighth, the Pope, the kings of Navarre, Tunis, 
and Algiers, were enemies he defpifed, and whom 
he fcarce took any notice of : he knew not how to 
manage the only refources which remained for him; 
his own fubjects rebelled againft him in Spain, Flan- 
ders, andSicily : at length, when he acknowledged 
his error, he found no other remedy for it but an 
effort of defpair, which made him abandon all, to 
confine himfelf to the gloom of acloifter. I never 
drew this picture to Henry without adding, that 
Philip the fecond, as ambitious as his father, but 
a better politician, had refumed all his defigns, and 
might poffibly have fucceeded in them, if his pri- 
vate views upon France, England, and Ireland, had 
not been croffed by the lucky chance that had brought 


- together two fuch able heads, as thofe of Henry and - 


Elizabeth *. 

I had always been apprehenfive of the effects of 
the courtiers fugoeftions, and the perfuafions of the 
queen. ‘This princefs was continually repreienting 


* It could only be with a view giving the duke fome of his own 
to invade France in general, or in exchange for them: Matthieu 
fome part of it, that Philip TY. in- the hiftorian informs us of this cir- 
tended to poffefs himfelf of the cumftance, vol. I], b, ii, p. 240. 
duke of Savoy's dominions, by 
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to the king her hufband, the advantages af a dou- 606. 
ble ailiance with Spain; fhe affirmed, that if France Yan 
was united with Rome, and the two Auftrian branch. 
es, it would be an effectual way to extinguifh all 
factions in Europe, and that policy as well as reli- 
gion dictated this method. Henry affured me, that 
this fort of converfation, which had prevailed at 
court for fome time, no longer affected him; and 
if he fometimes heard and anfwered tuch difcorrfe, 
like one who fought to convince himfelf by making 
folid objections, it was only to hinder thofe perfons: 
from penetrating into his defigns, and to fatter them 
with the hope of gaining him over to theirs, till a 
proper time came for taking off the mafque. We 
agreed that matters were not yet ripe enough for 
that; and this converfation concluded, as many 
others on the fame fubject had done, by agreeing 
thar, till that moment arrived, it was Henry’s part 
to continue his endeavours for drawing into this af- 
fociation the princes of Germeny and Italy, the 
dukes of Bavaria and Savoy, the former efpecially, 
by the profpeét of gaining the imperial crown, and 
the latter by the hopes of acquiring Lombardy, 
and the regal dignity granted in favour of a mar- 
‘riage betwixt his eldeft fon and the eldeft daughter 
of France. | 

The king could think of no other means to re 
move thofe obftacles which he had reafon to expect 
the duke of Bouillon would raife, than to reduce 
him to reafon, by feizing the city of Sedan. This 
expedient Henry’s own mind fuggefted to him ; and 
he refolved upon it fo much the more willingly, as 
he could undertake this expedition without creating 
any fufpicion of his other defigns. He ordered me 
to prepare immediately a train of artillery, propor- 
 tionable rather to the reputation of that place, than 
its real ftrength, which this prince did not know 
quite fo well as myfelf: he declared to me, that he 
was refolved to march thither in perfon, unlefs he 
was prevented from it by the gout or fome other.in- 
Vo. IV: I | difpofition, 
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1606. difpofition, in which cafe he would commit the con- 
we~ duét of this enterprife to me; and that I might join 


together the authority and dignity fuitable to the. 
high employments I exercifed, his majefty offered 
me that moment, and indeed commanded me to 
accept the rank of duke and peer, defiring me to 
tell him from which of my eftates I would chufe to 
take my title, that he might order Villeroi to make 
out the patent immediately. 

I had refufed this dignity before when the king 
fent me ambaflador to England; but, fince that 
time, the repeated bounties Of this indulgent mafter 
had removed the obftacle which hindered me: from 
taking advantage of his favourable intentions ; and 
finding likewife that this prince wifhed me to be 
raifed to this rank as much for his own intereft as 
mine, I accepted this new favour with the higheft 
acknowledgment. I named the lands of Sully for 
my title, and the patent for it was figned on the 
12th of February, fealed a few days afterwards, 
and regiftered on the laft of the fame month*. All 
the lords of the court, and the greateft part of the 
grandees of the kingdom, were pleafed to accom- 
pany me when I went to the parliament for the ce- 
remony of my reception, which was ftill further 
honoured by the prefence of all the princes of the 
blood, except the count of Soiffons; the great 
chamber, the hall, all the galleries, and the very 
courts themfelves were fo full, that there was fcarce 
room to move. I carried fixty perfons of the high- 
eft quality home with me to the Arfenal, where an 
entertainment of flefh and fith was prepared for 
them, and was moft agreeably furprifed to find his 
majefty, who went thither during the ceremony. 
without giving me notice of hisintention. ‘* Grand 
“€ mafter,” cried the king, as foon as I entered, 


# De Thou, b. xxxvi. and al- marquis de Rofny. Henry IV. 
moft all the hiftorians, mention had before made him honorary 
the diftinguifhed manner in which  counfellor of the parliament.’ 
this dignity wae conferred on the 
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6 T am cometo the feaft without being invited; 1606, 
* s fhall I have a bad dinner ?” “ It is poflible you eyes 
‘© may, Sire, I replied, fince I did not expe& to 

#< be honoured with your prefence.” “I aflure you 

“€ T fhall not,” returned the king, preventing my 
acknowledgments, ‘‘ for while I waited your re- 

© turn, I vifited your kitchens, where I have feen 

€ the fineft fifh imaginable, and ragouts in my own 

© tafte; and becaufe you ftayed too long I have al- 

** Jayed my hunger with fome oyfters, and drank 

** forne of your wine of Arbois, which I think is 

“ the beft I ever tafted.” The king’s gaiety 
. heightened the pleafure of the entertainment ; and 

the reft of the day was paffed to the entire fatisfac- 

tion of the guefts. 

His majefty fent for me the next morning, and, 
in the prefence of all the courtiers, afked me whe- 
ther I had remembered to make a memorial of the 
train of artillery for the attack of Sedan which he 
had mentioned to me: it was already drawn up; 
and when I left my clofet I put it into my poc- 
ket. Inow prefented it to the king, who caufed 
it to be read aloud, by which means the courtiers 
were acquainted with the king’s defign ; who after- 
wards humoroufly faid, that the duke of Bouillon, 
though a naturalifed German, had not probably 
forgot the French language, but that if it was fo, 
we might teach it him in a little time by this me- 
thod. His majefty then feeming to expect my 
advice concerning this war, I told him, that I did 
not think the duke of Bouillon had fo little judg- 
ment, as not to be fenfible of the vaft difpropor- 
tion betwixt his majefty’s forces and his own, or fo 
imprudent as to expofe himfelf to the danger ‘of 
knowing it by experience ; that I had a long time 
forefeen his city would not hold out againft the can- 
non ; and knowing this better than any other, I was 
affured that, if he made any fhew of refiftance, it 
was only with a hope that, during that time, he 


might employ more fuccefsfully the arts of nego- 
Rhee! | 12 tiation ; 
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1606. tiation; yet that I took the liberty to advife his 
vs majefty to write once more to the duke of Bouillon; 


and let him know that, in the prefent conjuncture, 


he might come with full fecurity and throw himfelf 


at his feet, and be very certain that, upon this fub- 
miffion and more exaétnefs in keeping his word 
for the future, his pardon would be granted and 
himfelf treated as formerly; but that if he refufed 
this laft favour, he muft no longer expect to be 
received upon any terms of compofition. After 
this | continued to give the king an account of the 
preparations I had made; the king approved of 
the hint I gave him, to fend away only the body 
of the artillery from Paris, and to take up the am- 
munition and other neceflary provifions in places 

nearer Sedan, to fave the expences of carriage. 
This affair was not pufhed on as vigoroufly as 1 
had expected it would, on account of the great 
oppofition it met with at court, where the leaft pre- 
paration for war feemed to give as much alarm as 
it could do to the enemies themfelves.. Nothing 
was talked of but the difficulties to be encountered 
before a town, the fortifications and fituation of 
which every one exaggerated to Henry, and of 
the inconveniences which would attend a fiege as 
Jong as that muft inevitably be: to hear them, one 
would have imagined that heaven and earth were in- 
terefted in favour of Bouillon and his city. They 
contrived that a memorial on this fubject, in the 
form of a letter, fhould fall into his majefty’s 
hands, full not only of abfurdity bit impertinence ; 
the king thought the ftyle ef it refembled that of 
the duke of Bouillon, with fome ftrokes of Du- 
Pleffis and Tilenus: it was not furprifing that the 
particular friends of Bouillon or the proteftants 
fhould talk in this manner, fuch as Montluet, La- 
Noue, and the two Saint-Germains, who might 
think the whole proteftant body concerned in this 
bufinefs; but it was ftrange that perfons who had 
no connexion with the duke of Bouillon,. and even 
5 thle others, 
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others who underftood fortification, as the engineer’ 1606. 
Erard for inftance, fhould never mention this de- ww 


fign but to fhew the impoffibility of executing it: 
it would be very dificult for me to believe that thefe 
perfons wifhed well to the undertaking. _ 

The king himfelf fell into an irrefolution which 
was wholly incomprehenfible to me ; I often repre- 
fented to him, but in vain, that he would, by this 
procedure, give all the advantage of the caufe to 
perfons who, having neither arms, hearts, nor hands, 
depended upon this refource alone: and it is cer- 
tain, that the duke of Bouillon would not have 
feen matters carried fo far as they were, but becaufe 
he perfuaded himfelf upon the report of his friends 
at court, who gave him intelligence of what pafied 
there, that his majefty would never carry his defigns 
into execution. Another expedient which thofe 
perfons made ufe of, was to tell the king that the 
duke had no intention to refift him, -but that he 


could not refolve to appear weak and fearful before 


perfons, who, inftead of making him a faithful 
report of his majefty’s intentions, feemed folicitous: 
to widen their difference by threats and infults ; that 
if, inftead of thofe perfons (and here I was certain- 
ly meant) his majefty would be pleafed to treat 
with him, by men proper to infpire him with a con- 
fidence in his promifes, he would be foon convinced 
of the truth of their affertions. Montluet * and 
La Nouë, among others, boafted that they would, 
without any difficulty, bring him back to his du-’ 
ty; therefore the king thought the beft thing he 
could do was to depute them to him: they brought 
back nothing but words, and thofe general and am- 
biguous ; yet this did not open Henry’s eyes, be- 
caufe they likewife reprefented to him that Sedan, 
by the new fortifications which were railed there, 
was abfolutely impregnable. J know not whether 
they really were carried away by this falfe opinion, 


Francis d’Angennes, fieur of Montlvet. Odet de La Nouë, 
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1606.. or only affected to appear fo: but Henry, inftead 
y. of haftening his preparations after this anfwer from 


the duke of Bouillon, difcovered more plainly, that 
he thought the fuccefs of this attempt very doubt- 
ful. - rot} 

I likewife reflected ferioufly upon the difpofition 
in which I faw the king, and began to fear, that: 
when by fupporting him againft the general outcry, : 
and againft his own apprehenfions, I fhould have 
embarked him in the enterprife; upon fome unfore- 
feen difficulty which he might probably meet with, 
or by not having influence enough over his mind 
already ftrongly prepoffefied, he might abandon it 
after great noife and expence, or poffibly liften to 
propofals for an accommodation with the duke, up- 
on conditions neither fuitable to his perfon or dig- 
nity ; in which cafe it would be better either not to 
engage in the attempt, or to find, while it was yet 
time, fome other way to fave his majefty’s honour. 
I was very fure, that the reproach of making an 
ufelefs armament, could not fall but upon me; that 
I fhould be accufed of having done too much or too: 
little, and that faults abfolutely contradictory to each 
other would be imputed to me from the fame per- 
fons. I concluded, that it was neceflary Henry 
fhould of himfelf come to fome determination; and: 
¥ was willing to fee what would be the refult of his 
own reflexions. 

I began therefore to fpeak lefs frequently, and 
with more coolnefs than before of the enterprife of 
Sedan, and obferved the fame conduct in public: 
the king was one of the firft who perceived this al- 
teration; and as he did not endeavour to penetrate 
into my reafons for this behaviour, or thought that 
I had changed my opinion concerning the duke of 
Bouillon and Sedan, it came into his mind that, 
having myfelf reflected more deeply upon the advice 
1 had given him, I now tacitly retracted it, pers 
ceiving that the blow I was aiming againft one of 
the heads of the proteftants might fall upon the 
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whole body, by opening a way to opprefs, one after 1606. 
the other, all who fupported them in France. From wayne 


this thought, which was already firmly eftablifhed, 
Henry eafily pañld to a belief that I had no great 
reliance upon his equity, or that my attachment to 
my religion carried me too far: he declared this 
fufpicion to feveral perfons whom he knew to be my 
friends, and in order to have it cleared up by my- 
felf, he came to the Arfenal: I was then confined 
to my chamber, by the wound I had formerly re- 
ceived in my mouth and neck, from whence iffued 
a fplinter of bone, fome lint, lead, and fome grains 
of gunpowder, ftill fo frefh and fo little altered, that 
they took fire when laid on fome burning coals. 
Henry turning the difcourfe upon the duke of 
Bouillon, ‘I think, faid he, you are not fo folici- 
‘ tous about this affair of Sedan, as you were fome 
*© time ago, nor fo firm and fteady in your refolves 
‘€ concerning it as I have known you to be on other 
‘ occafions, where far greater difficulties were to be 
‘ expected ; what is the meaning of it? tell me 


“€ freely I entreat you, and do not conceal any thing . 


** from me.” ‘This prince, by an effect of the live- 
linefs of his temper, did not give me time to reply, 
but proceeded to difcover the notion he had enter- 
tained of my alarms and apprehenfions with refpect 
to the proteftant body in France. He protefted with 


great earneftnefs againft the fufpicion of his labour- - 


ing to ruin the chief proteftants one after the other ; 
he appealed to the knowledge I had of his fenti- 
ments, and afked whether it was not true, that it 
was generally known that, in whatever concerned 
the fervice of his perfon and his table, he chofe ra- 
thèr to truft himfelf in the hands of the proteftants 
than the catholics; and he affured me alfo, that he 
had no perfonal hatred to the duke of Bouillon; that 
he would require nothing difhonourable of him; in 
a word, that he would make me judge of the man- 
ner in which he ought to be treated. 

I 4 IT was 
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I was pleafed to hear the king fpeak thus, and 


VV aflured him, that I was well Ra Toe of his fa- 


vourable fentiments for the proteftants in general, 


and for me in particular; yet I owned, that the 


fufpicion he had entertained of me Oh regard to 
the affair of Sedan had given me uneafinefs: I de- 
clared to him the true caufe of that coldnefs he taxed 
me with; and, having afterwards exhaufted all the 
reflexions which the mind could fuggeft on this oc- 
cafion, I difclofed one to him which had occurred 
to no one but myfelf; and this was, that the expen- 
ces Bouillon had been at in fortifying Sedan having 


entirely exhaufted his funds, and probably involved 


him in great debts, this might be the real caufe of 
his not yictding to his majefty’s defires, fince, if he 
refigned S eaten to him, he would deprive himfelf of 
the only refource he had to retrieve his affairs; and 
this fappofed, perhaps all that was necefary to bring 
the affair to a happy conclufien, was to offer the 


duke of Bouil'on a fum fufficient to pay his debts. 


I reprefented to the king, that if, by giving Bouil- 
lon two hundred ere: crowns, he might be pre- 
vailed upon to accept all the other conditions, his 
majefty would be ftill a gainer of fix hundred thou- 
fand, fince the expence of the armament he was 
preparing could not amount to lefs than eight hun- 
dred thousand crowns. A new motive for treating 
Bouillon with the utmoft rigour of war, if he ob- 
liged the king to attack him, was to declare not 
only the principality of Sedan, but the vifcounty of 
Turenne likewife reunited to the crown; although 
he pretended to hold them both of France in the 


fame manner, as they do the great fiefs of the 


crown: I added, that unlefs his majefty did this, 
he would have the mortification of having made ad- 
vances, for which afterwards nothing could make 
amends. It fhould feem that it was a kind of fore- — 
fight of wha: happened, which made me infift fo 
earneftly upon this alternative, either to fhew an 
extreme indulgence before the enterprife was begun, 
Or, 
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or, when we had. once taken up arms, an inflexible 
refolution. 

The king replied, that to enter into.a negotiation 
with Bouillon, would'be to confirm him. in the o- 
pinion, it appeared by the letter already mentioned 
he entertained, that his majefty durft-not attack him: 
he confented, however, to let me try this method 
in. concert with the princefs of Orange *, who was 
then at Paris, and that we fhould fend Du-Maurier + 
to the duke with difpatches, the purport and terms 
of which he left wholly to me.‘ But you muft 
‘€ jikewife promife me, added Henry, that, if. he 
‘ fhould not accept the offers you make him, you 
‘€ will ferve me RARE in this affair, and in the 
«© manner you have.done before,” purfued he, in- 
ftancing the fiege of Amiens, the campaign of Sa- 
voy, and other “enterprifes of the fame kind. This 
I faithfully promifed. “It is enough,” faid Henry, 
taking my hand; “I am fatished, and will rely en- 
“ tirely upon your capacity and fidelity.” Saying 
this he left me. | 

I went the next day to the princefs of Orange, and 
concerted with her the manner in which we fhould 
both write to the duke of Bouillon. | We fettled the 
deputation of Du-Maurier, and the matter of the 
inftructions which were to be given him. This is 


the fubftance of the letter I wrote to the duke; I 


began by calling to his remembrance the power and 
perfonal abilities of the prefent king, both as well 
known to himielf as to me; and I intreated him to 
reflect well upon the advantages they gave him, fince 
this was the fureft way to avoid the dangers with 
which he was threatened, and to prevent being 
blinded by his own prejudices, or carried away by 


the violence of his pañions. This was not indeed 


# Louifa de Coligny the admi- prince of Orange, whofe widow 
ral’s daughter, firft married to the fhe then was. 
count de Teligny, who was killed + Benjamin Aubery du Maurier, 
_on St. Bartholomew’s day; anda at firft attached to the duke of Bou- 
fecond time to William of Naffau ‘illon,afterwardsto the dake ofSuily, 
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1606, to flatter, but, as I told him, it was to give him a 
ss clear notion of what he might expect, and to pre- 


vail upon him to follow the advice offered him by 
the princefs of Orange, and by a man who folicited 
him as a friend, not to reduce himfelf to the necef- 
fity of giving to force, what nothing but his own 
obftinacy would hinder him from granting to con- 
ditions dictated by the utmoft gentlenefs. I did not 


‘ enter into a detail of the propofals, but informed 


him, that Du-Maurier was commiffioned to make 
them to him perfonally ; befides which, we had re- 
duced to writing all that he had to fay to him in our 
names, that nothing might be forgot or miftaken. 
I prevented the objections which I fuppofed he would 
make, that his majefty did not appear to have any 
part in the propofals we made him, by giving him 
my word of honour, and even offering to become 
furety, if neceflary, that his majefty would ratify 
whatever fhould be agreed on betwixt us; adding, 
that I was willing to be branded with the names of 
bafe, perfidious, and difhonourable, if every article 
was not performed. I concluded with earneftly in- 
treatino him not to fuffer matters to come to an ex- 
tremity. This letter, which exactly agreed with 
that written by the princefs of Orange, was dated 
the 1ft of March. 

The duke of Bouillon anfwered by a letter, dated 
the 4th of the fame month: he told me, that he had 
received a letter from me, as likéwife one from the 
princefs of Orange; that he had heard what Du- 
Maurier had to fay, and had read his paper atten- 
tively, but that he had reafon to complain he fhould 
be obliged to purchafe the king’s favour by a mean- 
nefs which would render him unworthy of it; that 
what was promifed him was only by a writing, 
which could be known but to a fmall number of 
perfons, while all France would be witnefs of his 
humiliation, and the little regard the king would 
afterwards have for him; that his friends whom he 
had confulted, and who were not fo inconfiderable 
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for their number as has been reported; were'all of 1606. 
his opinion ; that his majefty was very far from hav- Ga. j 


ing thofe favourable thoughts of him which he had 
been made to hope for, fince he diftrufted his fideli= 
ty fo much as not to allow him to keep a place of 
fo little ftrength as Sedan. And here he added, but 
with more confidence, and in contradiction to what 
he had juft faid, that he was well informed there 
were perfons who attempted to impofe upon’ his ma- 
jefty, by promifing to make him matter of Sedan in: 
lefs than a month, and without the lofs of one fingle 
man. Bouillon, no doubt, applauded himfelf here 
on the ingenious way he had found to give me the 
‘hye in fpeaking to myfelf. The whole letter was in 
this ftrain of complaints without. foundation, and 
proteftations of innocence, equally vague and un- 
certain. He took care to avoid making any con- 
feffion or promife; and all that he faid to the pur- 
pofe, after this idle preface, was, that if he had 
given the king any caufe to be offended with him, 
rather than aggravate his fault by denying, he was 
ready to make a frank confeflion’ of it, and to fub- 
mit to any reparation his majefty fhould require, 
provided it was not expected the return of his fa- 
vour and confidence fhould coft him his poor incon- 
fiderable city, which he was ready, in an authentic 
manner, to declarethat he held only from his good- 
_ nefs; but that if the king perfifted: in his refolution 
to deprive him of it, he fhould be forced to believe; 
that though his words exprefied kindnefs, yet his 
actions teftified. hatred. Fi Ra 

Bouillon’s letter to the princefs of Orange was 
conceived almoft in the fame terms; and what Du= 
Maurier related from himfelf having nothing more’ 


fatisfaétory in it, the king began to confider the — 


duke of Bouillon as wholly untractable. I thought 
it neceffary, however, to anfwer his letter: I told 
him that his majefty was difpleafed at the manner in 
which he had refufed the offers he had made him by 
me; that he had thought his Ietters full of diftruft, 

| ‘ doubts, 
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1606. doubts, and of expreffions very difrefpeétful to him ; 
trem befides his affectation of not anfwering precifely to 


what was propofed to him. J added, that I was 
truly grieved my advice fhould have no other effect 
but to imbitter his mind, as it had happened for- 
merly, when I wrote to him upon the imprifonment 
of marechal Biron; but that the time would come, 
and perhaps it was already near, when he would be 
fenfible that the counfel I had given him was in the 
prefent conjuncture the -beft that could be offered ; 
and I warned him, for the laft time, to think feri- 
oufly of it, and earneftly entreated him to take fuch 
a refolution as would be moft for his true intereft, 
fince nothing (whatever he might think to the con- 
trary) would give me more fatisfaction. 

In the mean time I had found means to get a plan 
of Sedan drawn, both of the upright and the ground- 
plot. The king came to the Arfenal to look at it, 
and brought with him the count of Soiffons, the 
duke of Epernon, the marechals Briffac, Fervaques, 
Bellegarde, and Roquelaure, Don John de Medicis, 
De-Vic, Montluet, La-Noué, Boëfle, Nereftan, 
D’Efcures, Erard, and Chatillon, who had drawn 
the plan, but whom I had exprefsly ordered not to 
give his opinion before fo many witnefles. The fi- 
tuation of the place, its ftrength, and the form of 
the attack, were fubjects for endlefs debate among 
fo many perfons: Montluet, La-Nouë, and Erard, 
inaintained with great obftinacy, that it was impreg- 
nable, and could only be reduced by famine. All 
this while I fcarce made any anfwer, though they 
generally addreffed themfelves to me, and often de- 
manded my thoughts of thofe terrible foffes, all cut 
in the rock, for {o they alledged they were. ci 4 

The affembly feparating without taking any refo- 
lution, I waited upon his majefty the next day; and 
after telling him my reafon for keeping filence the 
day before, which was, that among fo many per- 
fons fecrecy is but ill kept, I made him fenfible, 
that none of thofe diligent obfervers had attended to 
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any of the defeéts in the fortification, among which 1606. 
were, the valley of the fountain, that of Ginmenés, “Ww 


the fofles, which in fome places were not defended 
by the natural rock, but flanked with earth brought 
thither for the purpofe ; and the two approaches by 
the river fide, one above and the other below, fo 
fpacious, that J affured his majefty I would lodge, 
and that with very little danger, all the troops within 
two hundred paces of the city, and even under the 
counterfcarp of the artificial ditches, becaufe that the 
turning of the valleys would cover them from the 
difcharge of the {mall arms, while the befieged 
would not be ableto fhew themfelves upon their 
parapets, nor fcarcely in any other place, without 
being perceived from the eminences in the field, 
which fo abfolutely command the whole body of the 
fortification, that we might have a full view of the 
infide of the lodgments, from before, behind, and 
of each fide: and I gave his majefty my word, that 
within the eighth day after the batteries were raifed, 
1 would put him in poffeffion of Sedan. 

This once the king believed me, and in the joy 
that tranfported him he flew to impart it to meffieurs 
de Medicis, de La-Force, De-Vic, de Néreftan, 
and Boéffe, whofe difcretion he was well affured of, 
and who greatly praifed my caution. After this, 
Henry no longer hefitated whether he fhould attack 
Sedan, but prepared to fet out as foon as poffible, 
at the head of a body of cavalry, and fome compa- 
nies of the regiment of guards; while 1, in the mean 
time, affembled the reft of the troops in a body, 
and fent away the artillery before; taking care that 
the country people and citizens fhould receive no 


infult, or fuffer the leaft inconvenience, by the quar- 


tering of fo great a number of foldiers. 

The defign of falling upon the duke of Bouillon 
could not fail to raife murmurs among the prote- 
ftants ;, and. it is probable, that the duke depended 
upon a general infurrection in his favour. If this 
was the cafe, he was deceived in his expectations ; 
| ta 
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to which, I confefs, I contributed. I'took occafi- 


LV ON, from a letter that Parabere wrote to me upon 


this fubject, to give in my anfwer a kind of mani- 
fefto, which might juftify to the proteftants the 
king’s proceedings, and fhew that the duke of Bou- 
illon fuffered only through his own fault. It was for 
this reafon that I took much more pains in the com- 


-pofition of this letter, and extended it to greater 
Jength, than I fhould have done if Parabere only 


had been to fee it’; for I fufpeéted, and with reafon, 
that it would be made public. 

I began with enumerating the chief favours which 
Bouillon had received from chis majefty, who had 
preferred him to the prince of Condé himfelf, made 
him marechal of France, firft gentleman of the bed- 
chamber, and raifed, before any other of the pro- 
teftants, to all honours and dignities, rewarded with 


penfions and appointments much larger than what 


were given to the others, his penfions, falaries, &c. 
amounting to one hundred and twenty thoufand 
livres a year ; befides which, his majefty had mar- 
ried him as advantageoufly as he could have done 
his own fon or brother; favoured him in the fuc- 
ceffion of Limeuil, and, after the death of the du- 
chefs his wife, fupported him with all his power : 
this particular I was myfelf an ocular witnefs of, 
and I fpoke of it as fuch. Thefe acts of kindnefs, 
and thefe repeated benefits, I contrafted -with the 
ingratitude with which Bouillon had behaved to 
Henry; his fecret practices, his feditious conduG at 
the fiege of Amiens, his retiring from court when 
marechal Biron was arrefted, and his leaving the 
kingdom, which was attended with circurftances 
more than fufficient to condemn him. I took Pa- 
rabere to witnefs, that notwithftanding all this, him- 
felf, Conftant, and I had been greatly inftrumental 
in foliciting thofe favours which his majefty had fince 
been ftill willing to beftow upon him: I obferved 
to him, that Bouillon had in fome fort confefled 


himfelf guilty. of ‘high treafon, by his me 
u 
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full and general pardon; and when his majefty ap- 1606, 
peared ready to grant it, eluded all by a fubterfuge wan | 
which was in itfelf a crime ; for he, tho’ a fubjeé 
and domeftic of the king, from whom alone he held 
the principality of Sedan, refufed to hold it upon — 
the fame conditions of protection which the late duke 
of Bouillon had accepted from Francis II. of whom 
he was neither a fubject nor domeftic. 

I afterwards enumerated all the conciliatory me- 
thods which fome of his chief friends had fent Du- 
Maurier to propofe to him, with full affurance that 
his majefty would confent to them, namely, that it 
fhould be propofed to the king, that Sedan fhould 
be confidered as one of the cautionary cities given to 
the proteftants; that the duke fhould {ell it to the 
king; or if not, that La-Noué fhould be made go- 
vernor of it, the fovereignty, and even property, 
remaining to the duke: but that while the king of- 
fered him more than he had reafon to expect, he 
would liften to nothing, and, by his ill-timed ob- 
ftinacy, obliged us to draw our {words againft each 
- other, and to reduce the church of Sedan to the ex- 
tremity it would be fhortly in: that his majefty was 
fo greatly affected at this misfortune, that he had re- 
folved, and even faithfully promifed the deputies from ~ 
the church, to make no change, or introduce any 
innovation in the religion of Sedan, although he 
fhould take it by ftorm. I concluded with earneftly, 
intreating Parabere to do me juftice in public, as to 
the purity of my intentions, and my grief at behold- 
ing one, who profefièd the fame religion as myfelf, 
running fo blindly upon his deftruction. 

. Henry thought it neceflary to ufe the fame pre- 
caution with the proteftant party. Bouillon having 
made, by La-Nouë, fome propofals not fit to be re- - 
ceived, the king publifhed and anfwered them by a 
writing which was diftributed among the duke’s 
friends, tho’ at the hazard of confirming both him 
and them in their belief, that his majefty was de- 
firous of ending this affair by gentle means; a 
| they 
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they accordingly gave out, that the king now def- 


wv paired more than ever of the füccefs of his enter- 


prize ; to which Bouillon added (as being reported 
to him by La-Viéville, D’Arfon, and pt Maurier, 
who were deputed to him at different times) that it 
was I who thus rafhly engaged his majefty, againft 
his inclinations, in a war; and that | one day boaft- 
ed to this prince, I would take Sedan in three 
months, by attacking it on the fide of Fer-a-Cheval. 
This laft report indeed was true, and made the king 
begin to reflect upon the pretended fidelity of thofe 
he had admitted into his councils ;. for when thofe 
words efcaped me there were none prefent but the 
king, Don John, and Erard. Bouillon accordingly 
confidered and treated me as one of his moft dange- 
rous enemies, who endeavoured to fupprefs every 
favourable thought which arofe in the mind of his 
majefty for him. It was the king’s part to anfwer 
this reproach, and he did it in the manner 1 wifhed ; 
and as for thofe other reports, which were {till more 
infolent, he refolved to force Bouillon foon to chatipe 
his ftyle. 

His majefty left Fontainebleau the latter end of 
March, carrying with him the queen, who would 
go part of the journey *, notwithftanding the bad- 
nefs of the roads; and took his rout by Rheims, 
Rhetel, Mézieres, Doncheri, and Moufon. As 1 
did not fee his majefty again till the whole affair was 
concluded, I fhall take the relation | give of it from 
the letters he wrote to me, and thofe which by his 
orders were continually fent me by Villeroi and Lae 
Varenne. 

Bouillon kept up his firft arrogance as long as he 
could: he boafted to Du- Matitiers that as fcon as 
he founded a trumpet he would drive the forces of 


France from his gates. The king, while he pur- 


* The queen only made this jour- | 


ney, according to De Thou, the 
Metc. Frang. and the moft authen- 
tic memoirs of that time, in order 


to obtain the moft advantageous 
conditions that were pofñble for 
the duke of Bouillon, who had en- 
gaged her in bis intereft.. 

fued 
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fued Bouillon with arms, was defirous alfo that pre- 1606. 
parations fhould be made for his trial, which he UN 
commanded me to pufh on vigoroufly before I fet 
out to join him. The duke tampered fo fuccefsful- 
ly with four of his majefty’s gunners, that they fuf- 
fered themfelves to be prevailed on to defert him, 
making ufe of the horfes he fent them to La-Fére 
in Tarténois for that purpofe; a crime which well 
deferved an exemplary punifhment. Although the 
duchefs of Bouillon did not leave Sedan, yet he ma- + 
naged with fuch art, that thofe whom his majefty 
employed to bring him an account kd every thing 
that was doing there, reported that fhe had retired 
to Germany, to avoid the inconveniences fhe might 
be expofed to in a befieged city. He was heard to 
boaît likewife, that by ftamping his foot upon the 
ground, he would bring four thoufahd men into 
Sedan’; and would have had it believed, that he had 
the abfolute difpofal of feventeen companies of horfe, 
and fome regiments of foot, which were in Luxem- 
bourg; and that he fhould procure a powerful — 
fupply from the Swifs Cantons. The moft circum- 
ftantial advices we received were, that before the 
20th of April he expected to be reinforced by five 
or fix hundred foldiers, which he had caufed to be 
levied in Gafcony and in the neighbourhood of Li- 
meuil, and ordered them to embark at Bourdeaux. 
A nephew of Rignac, and a man named Prépondié, 
raifed them, under colour of being recruits for the 
war in Flanders: his majefty had received notice of 
this from Pucharnaut, while he was ftill at Paris. 
_ . Thefe advices, upon a nearer examination, were 
. found to have greatly exaggerated the truth: it was 
known that Germany did not offer to ftir in the duke 
of Bouillon’s caufe; the king was well affured by 
Bongars, that the arch-dukes teftified more fear of 
our armament for themfelves, than inclination to 
declare againft us; Spain thought the occafion too 
flight to break the peace with France; and England 
had. not the fmalleft confideration for Bouillon: 
Vor. IV. Ky three 
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1606. three or four hundred Swifs adventurers were all he 
y could depend upon, and this number was likely to 


be leffened, fince our levies againft him were carried 
on in thofe cantons without any oppofition. Mont- 
glat had not yet feen the elector Palatine, but he 
wrote from Strafburg, that this prince fhared in 
Bouillon’s fears, and the Landgrave fent letters to 
France to notiiy his intentions to us, 

As for the duke himfelf, every one knew that he 
had not more than twelve hundred foldiers in Sedan ; 
and we were a frerwards more particularly informed, 
that he had, 1m reality, but feven or eight hundred, 
citizens and adventurers together, part. of whom alfo 
feemed to have an inclination to leave the place be- 
fore the approach of the king’s army. It was re- 
ported that Bouillon himfelf had retired into Ger- 
many, efcorted for fome leagues by his garrifon, 
and had been feen in Bafcogne by fome foldiers who 
knew him, and to whom he fpoke. Some particu- 
lars, with regard to the orders he had given in Se- 
dan for the caftle and town, gave room to believe 
that he did not defign to return: but this news, 
which the governor ‘of Ville-Franche came exprefs 
to relate to the kine, was found to be fale; the 
duke of Nevers, iia was better informed, wrote 
the king word, that the duke of Bouillon had indeed 
marched out of the town, at the head of three or four 
hundred men, but it.was to meet a German prince, 
with whom he returned to Sedan the night after. 
Although the feveral informations given his majefty 
by his agents did not exactly agree in every circum- 
ftance, yet it was known from very good authority, 
that Bouillon was not far from his city. This Ger- 
man count, whom it was faid he had brought into 
Sedan to undergo a fiege there, was the third of the 
counts of Solme : the eldeft was grand matter to the 
elector Palatine; we have feen the fecond with the 
fieur Du-Pleffon : as for this, his knowledge and 
experience were not fpoken of very advantageoully. 

The 
7 NF | 
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The king was indifpofed at Nanteuil, with a cold 4606. 
which did not hinder him from hunting, as foon as Co, 
he began to fpit: he wrote me word from this place 
on the 27th of March, that he had mifiéddof his 
ftag, but to make amends for that, he had taken 
two wolves, which he looked upon as a favourable 
augury; at Frefne he found four companies of the 
regiment of guards, already recruited with feven 
hundred men, whom he permitted to ftay there, till 
the 1ft of April, to raife all the recruits they want- 
ed. It was eafy to perceive the heart of Henry ex- 
pand itfelf, and a martial ardour appear in his coun- 
tenance, at his refuming his firft glorious occupation. 
He went two leagues from Frefne to dine, and from 
thence to attend the fervice called the ténébres at 
Rheims. Here he continued till the Wednefday 
following, when he was joined by the duke of Mer- 
coeur, and all the nobility of the country. There 
alfo he faw Du-Maurier, who came from Sedan, 
commiffioned by the duke of Bouillon to tell him, 
that he confented to receive a perfon there, in the 
king’s name, provided that he was invefted with no 
authority, and that his garrifon fhould remain there, 
commanded by his own officer; that he was ready 
likewife to receive his majefty into Sedan with what 
train he fhould think proper, and all whom he chofe 
to depute to him, but that he perfifted in his refolu- 
tion to be fole mafter of his own city; and rather 
than refign it, he would be contented to lofe his 
eftates, his children, and his life: but in proportion 
as the danger came nearer, the duke’s pride abated. 
The king, without returning any anfwer to this 
propofal, fent the duke of Nevers * to Mouflon, to 
affemble what cavalry was come thither, and hinder 
thofe fuppofed troops of the duke of Bouillon from 
entring Sedan: the whole number amounted but to 
three hundred men, Swifs and Germans included ; 
and there was no appearance that any more fupplies 


# Charles de Gonzague de Cleves, duke of Nevers, 
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1606. would be fent him, his majefty being then in a con- 
LV, dition to prevent them. The king di fcovered great 
impatience to advance towards this city, but he had 
yet.only his regiment of guards with him; the re- 

eruits of light-horfe arrived in good ord but the 
remainder of the troops were not to join him till the 
fourth of April. The king did me the honour to 
write to me twice from Rheims, on the 24th and 

26th of March, preffing me to come thither to him 

with my fon; he propofed to fet out on the 27th 

for Rhétel, and to be at Mouflon on the goth, 

which was the day he prefcribed for the rendezvous 

of the regiment of guards, although the roads were 
rendered almoft impaffable by the rains. His ma- 

jety wrote to me alfo to fend him fome officers and 
_horfes, with a convoy of pick-axes, fhovels, and 
mattocks, and fome pieces of cannon of a moderate 

fize, to ftrengthen his lodgement. 

Neverthelefs very little dependance was to be had 
upon all thefe appearances, as notwithftanding the 
preparations for war, fo many perfons were labour- 
ing to conclude the affair by way of negociation ; 
and in effect, the party that was for peace, in a fhort 
time prevailed, His majefty, however, was but ill 
fatisfied with the laft propofals which Du-Maurier 
had brought from Bouillon, and which, by the 
king’s order, were communicated to the keeper of 
the < great feal and to me. His majefty was yet more 
offended with the memorial, in which it feemed as 
if the duke wanted to treat with Henry as his-equal. 
D’ Arion, of his own accord, went to Bouillon after 
Du-Maurier had prefented this impertinent memo- 
rial to the king ; but Bouillon, after this facrifice to 
his si comprehended that it was at laft time to 
change his language, which all of a fudden he 
foftened very much ; in confequence of which, he 
deputed Nétancour * to. intreat his majefty to fend 


*. John de Nétancour, count of of the city and bifhopric of Vers 
Vaubecourt, counfellor of ftate, dun, governor of Chälons in Cham- 
camp-marechal > lieutenant-general. paign, died in 1642, 
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Villeroi to confer and treat with him; to which the 1606. | 
king confented, on condition that the conference Les 
fhould be held at Torcy, in the dominions of France. 
The laft act of extravagance of this man, who cer- 
tainly deferved worfe than what actually befe! him, 
was to fend back Aérfens, who, with Henry’s leave, 
had been with him, and to declare by him, that he 
difclaimed Néntacour, and that he could do without 
Villeroi. 
. . Henry muft have had fome powerful reafons, __ 

though unknown to me, which made him depute, 
as he did after all this, Villeroi and Dinteville *, in 
order to throw the whole blame of the mifcarriage 
of the accommodation upon Bouillon. With them 
it appears that Bouillon thewed neither ill-humour, 
nor a difinclination to treat.  Villeroi himfelf wrote 
me word what pafied between them, and fubjoined 
to his letter a long memorial, which he wrote the 
fame evening, being the goth of March, after he 
had returned toDonchery. If I was to believe Vil- 

» leroi (for we fhall immediately fee the reafons I had 
to doubt. his fincerity ) he found Bouillon fo dark | 
and irrefolute, that he could not anfwer for any 
thing till another interview, nay until Bouillon had 
not only concluded and figned the treaty, but alfo 
begun to execute it: now how fhall we be able to 
reconcile this with what follows immediately after ? 
where he fays, that it feems as if the duke of Bouil- 
lon was coming to reafon, but, by fuppoñ ng that 
he could not help throwing out fome dark hints of 
his knowledge of the treaty being much nearer a 
conclufion than he cared to tell me. He further 
acquainted me, that a fecond conference was to be 
held the next morning at Donchery, which would 

foMlige the king to fpend another day in that place. 
As a proof that Villeroi did not communicate to 

» me the whole of this affair, La-Varenne, who wrote 

to me at the fame time, informed me, that Bouillon 


# Joachim de Dinteville, governor of Champaign, 
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had prefented himfelf at the conference with the air 


Lys of aman who afked quarter; for which conduét, 


fays he, he had very good reafon, as after having 
made his utmoit efforts, after having exhaufted his 
{mall territory by levies on all fides, he could raife 
no more than fifteen hundred raw men, none of 
whom had ever feen an engagement, with a few 
French and German foot foldiers, and only twenty- 
five Swifs, all the reft of his troops being in a moft 
wretched condition, except fome Flemings from 


+ Frankendal and the neighbouring country. © There- 


fore, if in this extremity the duchefs of Bouillon 
had not yet left-Sedan, there was no reafon to doubt 
but that her hufband had refolved to accept of any 
conditions whatever, fo that the treaty might be 
looked upon as in a manner concluded, it being only 
to fave his chara¢ter from the reproach of fo hafty a 
capitulation, that the duke had demanded, as a fa- 
vour, a refpite till the next morning. | 

All was accordingly concluded in this fecond con- 
ference.  Villeroi was in appearance, very eager to 
acquaint me with the news,. fince he wrote to me 
immediately after, as he had done the day before: 
however he took'care to conceal part of what had 
pafled, as we fhall foon fee. In this fecond letter, 
however, he promifed to fend me the treaty itfelf, 
as {oon as it was fairly tranfcribed and figned, which 
was to be done the next morning: but in the mean 
time he fpecified the principal articles; the treaty 
was intitled, Articles of the protettion of Sedan, and 
Raucourt, and dated April the 2d, 1606, and to 
remain in force four years, By this treaty, the duke 


of Bouillon confented that the king fhould place a 


ae a! in the caftle, with a company-of fifty men; 
and that the inhabitants of Sedan fhould take the 
oath of fidelity to the king, which Bouillon alfo en- 
gaged to'co himfelf. Villeroi filled up the reft of 
his letter with the praifes which he faid his majefty 


" publicly beflowed on my vigilance, and the advice 


I had given on this occafion ; yet furely this was un- 


neceffary, 
se 


Book XXIII: of S U LL Y. 


135 


neceflary, for all my endeavours and all my counls 1606. 
produced nothing : therefore, I was not to be dazzled eV 


by Villeroi’s flattery, nor could I alter my opinion 
of his proceedings. 

I had no reafon to doubt, that his majefty fincere, 
ly defired to give me fome part in the conclufion of 
this affair, after the afiurances I had received from 
him, and the letters he wrote to me for no other pur- 
pofe but to prefs me to come, that nothing might gs : 
done without me. I do not pretend to know Ville- 
roi’s reafons for thinking fo differently from his ma-» 
jefty in this refpet ; perhaps he was afraid I fhould 
deprive him of the honour of this treaty, or prô- * 


bably, he thought Bouillon might, by my interpofi-. 


tion, obtain define more advantage ous, in which 
cafe, our friendship would unite us againtt his poli- 
cy, which was to keep the moft confiderable prote- 
{tants at Variance,wit ith each other. This, however, 
was certain, that he preffed the conclufion of the 
affair fo much the more eagerly, as his majefty ap- 
peared folicitous for my being prefent,, and repeated 
his. invitations to me to come; and to effect this 
purpofe, did not fcruple to make uf of a little ar- 
tifice. Henry having given him the letters before 
mentioned to be difpatched to me, he committed 
them to the care of a fervant, whom he ordered to 
ride flowly into Amiens, Saint-Quintin, and Rheims, 
that I-might not receive them till I had got another 
letter from his majelty, which he wrote to me eight 
days afterwards, and was brought.to me by a cou- 
rier fent exprefsly with it. My aftonifhment may 
be eafily imagined, when by thefe laft difpatches, I 
found that his majefty was under great uneafinefs on’ 
my account, fearing that I was indifpofed, fince he 
had received no anfwers to letters he had wrote to me: 
“eight days before, which was the caufe that every 
thing had been concluded without me. . In this let- 
ter, which was dated Saturday, April the 1ft, Hen- 


ry defired mesto delay no longer, but to leave my. 


heavy baggage at Chalons, and meet him on Mon- 
K 4 | day 
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1606. day following at Cazine, whither he went to fee the 
yn queen. 

Having received thefe two letters both in one 
day, I faw I had not a moment to lofe, if I would 


meet his majefty at the place appointed. 


I found, 


by the reception he gave me, that, after a little re- 
flexion, he would eafily pardon the fault Villeroi had 


committed with regard to me * 


* De Thou, in the account he 
gives of this expedition of Sedan, 
b. cxxxvi. fhews but a {mall degree 
of inclination to the duke of Sully, 


_ but a great one to the duke of Bou- 


ition, He would perfuade us, that 
Henry IV. having been convinced, 
during this journey, that M. de 
Sully perfecuted the marechal de 
Bouillon only from a perfonal en- 
mity to him, he was glad to take 
the opportunity his abfence afford- 
ed, to determine this affair by a 
treaty, becaufe in reality his con- 
nexions with mefiieurs de Biron and 
d’Auvergne, had not extended to 
any thing criminal. The evidence 
of the Merc, Frang. of almoft all 
the hiftorians, and of the auther of 
the Apology for the duke of Bouil- 
Jon himfelf, who, on the contrary, 
fpeaks more favourably 6n this oc- 
cafion of the duke of Sully, than of 
the duke of Bouillon; and the o- 
ther proofs interfperfed through 
thefe Memoirs, inconteftably evince, 
according to my judgment,, the in- 
validity of what M. De Thou here 
afferts, of the opinion Henry IV, 
formed of the duke ef Bouillon’s 
fentiments and difpofition. A quite 
different degree of credit is due to 
facts eftablithed on the evidence of 
original letters and difcourfes, as 
the greateft part of thofe produced 
in the duke of Sully’s Memoirs, and 
the prefentin particular, are, than 
to fuch as are founded only on the 
teftimony of public report: and, if 
J am not miftaken, it weuld not be 
difficult to convince M. De Thou, 
that he is inconfiftent with himfelf 
in what he fays on this fubjeét, 

it may be afked, what was it 


{= 


This prince treated 


then that occafioned that precipita- 


‘tion in concluding the treaty, that 


appearance of favour which is ma- 

nifeft in it, that myftery which M. 

de Sully himfelf infinuates the king 

made of it with refpeét to him? I 

fubfcribe to the reafons Marfolier 

gives: firft, that Henry IV. had no 

mind to ruin the duke of Bouillon, 

but only to make him fenfibie of 
the weight of his power, to contain 

him within the bounds of his duty 

for the future: fecondly, that the 

duke of Bouillon feeing the inftru- 

ment of his affociation with mef- 

fieurs de Biron and d'Auvergne in 

the hands of M, de Villeroi, thought 

it high time to make his fubmiffion 

to the king in earneft, in order to 

obtain his pardon, which his haugh- 
tinefs prevented him from afking, 

fo long as he could flatter himfelf 
his machinations were concealed : 

thirdly, that on due refleétion, 

Henry IV. concluded the duke of 
Bouillon would be able to do him 

lefs mifchief at Sedan than any 

where elfe; and that for this reafon 

he was fo far from driving him 

from thence, that he fent him back 

thither in a month’s time after. 

wards, As to M. deVilleroi, whofe 

behaviour on this occafion the au- 

thor condemns, he certainly acted 

only in obedience to the king’s or- 

ders, and in conformity to his in- 

tention ; and he is therefore greatly 

commended on account of this ne-. 
gociation, in the 8477th volume of 
the royal MSS, See the hiftorians, 

and efpecially the Merc, Franc, an- 

no 1606. No writer has given fo 

minute a relation of this fa, as is 

contained in thefe Memoirs, 


me 
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me with more than ufual kindnefs and refpect, fup- 1606. 
pofing perhaps, that I refented his not Waiting for Uw 


me. ‘ You are welcome, faid he to me aloud, I 


_“ have provided a fupper and a bed for you ; you 


oe 


“ fhall have good accommodations.” ‘ Can you 
ser ouels,” fata he afterwards in a low voice, and 
leaning towards me, ‘* why I have made fuch hatte; 
<¢ it was becaufe I knew that, as foon as you arriv- 
“¢ ed, you would be for viewing every thing, and 
“ throwing yourfelf into the moft dangerous ‘places, 
& fo that I was apprehenfive of fome accident hap- 


<* pening to you; and I would rather Sedan was. 


never taken, than hazard fuch a misfortune, for 
<¢ T have need of you for affairs of much more con- 
‘ fequence.” a # 

. After this, any reflexions I fhould make upon this 
agreement, and the whole conduét of the affair, 
might poffibly not be free from partiality ; all I fhall 
fay therefore, is, that the duke of Bouillon had rea- 
fon to think himfelf very happy that he got off at fo 
eafy arate, after having obliged his majefty to fet an 
army on foot, and bring a train of artillery of fifty 


pieces of cannon, within fifteen or twenty paces of, 
= Sedan, while he himfelf advanced almott to its very 


walls. All this Henry acknowledged, and fome- 
times he was greatly enraged at the duke’s conduct ; 
but his natural clemency : prevailed. He made his 
entry into Sedan on the 2d of April, and left there 
fifty men, with Nétancourt at their head. Bouillon 
came afterwards to pay homage to his majefty, who 
fent for me to be prefent at this ceremony, which 
was performed in the king’s chamber fo early in the 
morning, that the duke found his majefty feild in 
bed *. 

I vifited the town the next day, where, inftead 
of thofe powerful fupplies which were to come from 
all parts of chriftendom to the duke’s affiftance, 


* Henry IV. obligingly anfwer- him, as the good fervices he ex- 
ed him, that it was not fo much peéed from him perfonally. MSS. 


his city ef Sedan which tempted ibid, 
three 
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1606. three hundred miferable Lanfquenets, and twenty- 
VV five Swifs, were all the foreiga troops I faw there ; 
all the reft were in proportion, the cannon in very 
bad order, with four or five unfkilful gunners to at- 
tend them, no place likewife fit to receive them, no 
fafcines, gabions, pick-axes, or planks; in a word, 
none of the ufual preparations for a fiege. It was 
not poflible for me to reftrain myfelf from expref- 
fing my aftonifhment to the duke of Bouillon, who 
was prefent at the furvey, and who, not being pleaf- 
ed either with my obfervations, or the freedom of 
them, began a debate, which he fupported with 
more heat than was necefiary. But however i inge- 
nious his vanity might be, the inequality of the two 
parties were fo palpable, that he pafied among our 
ntighbours, ‘to have prevented his total ruin by an 
implicit fubmiffion. Cardinal Du-Perron, fent me 
a letter of congratulation from Rome, in which he 
fays, quoting an ancient author, wars ought to be 
carried on with vigour and rapidity, for by that 
means we fave both time and expences; thofe con- 
quefts which are made by the terror of arms, are 
more expeditious and extend farther, than thofe 
which are gained by arms themfelves. The Pope 
fpoke publi cly of this expedition in very advanta-. 
geous terms; and I was convinced, that, in all 
other countries, people thought of it in the fame 
manner as they didat Rome. This gave fome con- 
folation, that the reputation of our arms did not 
fuffer. | 
I propofed likewife to indemnify ourfelves in fome 
meafure for the expences of this armament, by re- 
ducing to his majefty’s fubjection the fortrefs of the 
earldom of Saint-Paul. And here it is neceflary to 
remember what I have already faid concern ng the 
acquifition of this earldom in 1604, that when 
Gouillauire came from the cotint of Soifions to pro- 
pofe this bargain to the king, his majefty intrufted 
the management of this affair, in my abfence, to 
meffieurs Belleviere, Villeroi, Sillery, and Manors 
bs an 
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and that upon the difficulties which I reprefented to 1606. 
this prince, would arife in the’affair, he: caufed a sym 


contract to be drawn up, in the name of a third per- 
fon, until the king, by making himfelf mafter of 
thofe forts, they fhould be declared his by right of 
conquett. | 
When Henry propofed to me to pay the troops 
and difband them; ‘ How! fire, replied I, dif- 
‘€ band them, what then will become of your con- 
“¢ tract for the earldom of Saint-Paul? Have you 
forgot the refolution you made when it was paft? 
Since you have been at the expence of raifing an 
army, what now remains but to employ it that 
way?” I reprefented to his majefty, that it 
would be the work of fifteen days only. + The Spa- 
niards had not the leaft expectation of fuch an at- 
tempt, and when it did happen, could have no juft 
caufe to complain, fince the king only made ufe of 
that power granted by treaties to the earls of Saint- 
Paul, to chufe between France and Spain, which 
fhould be declared to the council of Madrid at the 
fame time that we fet forward. ‘I am convinced,” 
faid Henry, after having heard me attentively, ‘ that 
‘ you are in the right, but it requires fome delibe- 
ration before we engage in this affair ; and I fhould 
chufe to mention it to the principal perfons here 
with me, and to my ordinary council.” I know 
not with whom his majefty confulted, or what advice 
was given him, but two days afterwards this prince 
took me afide, and endeavoured to perfuade me, 
that at prefent it was beft to let this affair fleep I 
confefs, when I quitted the king, I could not help 
faying, < Ab! de-par-Ditu!---] find we are going to 
< put our fwords in the fcabbards: with fo fine an 
‘ army, and fo favourable an opportunity of em- 
‘ ployingit, we are preparing to difband our men.” 
I was not able to alter the king’s refolution; the 
the troops were paid and difbanded, and I fent back 
the artillery to Paris. 
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The king having a defire to enter this city with 
a difcharge of all the ordnance, La-Varenne, by 
his order, came to acquaint me with it. ‘* What 
‘ does the king mean, monfieur La-Varenne,” 
cried 1, furprifed at the propofal, “we have not 
5 drawn our fwords, nor fired one fingle volley of 
“ cannon, and fhall we play the vitors ? we who 


in two refpects are the vanquifhed, for we have 


* bought with too great credulity, what the king 
** ought only to hold by his own courage, and af- 
‘ terwards have been afraid to publifh our own 
“ acquifition. I was always apprehenfive that things 
*¢ would be managed thus ; tell the king that all 
“< the world thinks as I do on this occafion, and 
“ would laugh at Us if wé fired the cannon.” I 
probably carried “iny'freedom a little too far, but 
the grief I felt at what had happened was the caufe 
of it. The king could not hear this anfwer with- 
out great emotion; he concealed. it from no one but 
my felf. Praflin, and afterwards Béthune, came 
back immediately, to tell me from him, with great 
gentlenefs, that there was nothing unreafonable in 
what his majefty required of me. And I, in my 
turn, thought I was able to convince them of the 
contrary. Henry besan now to be extremely en- 
raged with me, gave my refiftance very harfh names, 
and fent me an abfolute command to obey him : 
which I did with fuch expedition, and with fo great : 
a noife of the artillery, that he was appeafed im 

mediately, and fent for me to come and eames 
him *. Bouillon was in the king’s train when he 


* The Journal of Henry IV. Ver of Sedan, is fet forth in this 
makes no mention of this difpute, Journal in thefe words: ‘ Coufin, 
but, on the contrary, fays, tWat ‘* I may fay as Cæfar did, Veni, 
M. de Rofny was at the king’s ‘© widi, wici: or as the fong does : 
fide, converfing with him, and ( Three days my love will laf, and 
fhewing him fome beautifulladies: ‘in three days "tis paf: fo much 
that the marechal de Bouillon was ‘* was I in love with Sedan. You 
very plainly dreffed and mounted, ‘‘ are now able té judge whether 
and his look very forrowful. A “* I was in the right cr not; and 
letter wrote by the king to the ‘* whether I did not know the 
Feincels of Orange on the furren« condition of that place better 


made 
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made his entry; he would certainly have injured 1606. 
his majefty greatly to have feared from him any ap- 2 


pearance of contempt. 


The king refumed his for- 


mer familiarity with him; and if there was any 
change in his behaviour, it was only to greater kind- 


nefs and refpect. 


About this time broke out the famous quarrel 
between pope Paul V. and the Venetians ; the foun- 
dation of it had been laid long before, on occafion of 
fome pretended ecclefiaftical rights which the holy fa- 
ther, at a very unfeafonable time, undertook to main- 
tain againft this republic ; who,on their fide, oppofed 


them by very firm decrees *. 


Frefné-Canage, our 


ambaffador at Venice, had given me notice of it 


in the month of October, 


Thefe decrees, joined 


to the imprifonment of the two” eeclefiaftics by an 
arret of the fenate, the interdict fulminated by the 
Pope upon their refufal to revoke thofe decrees, and 
to do him juftice with regard to their imprifonment; 
and laftly, the proteftation lately made by the re- 


€ than thofe who wanted to make 
¢* me believe I fhould not be able 
“ to take it in lefs than three 
S years,’ &c. M. De Thou is 
alfo miftaken,, when he fays, ibid. 
that the duke of Bouillon did not 
arrive till three days after. See 
the Mer, Franc. where a defcrip- 
tion of his majefty’s entry into Pa- 
.aris is given. 

* By one of the decrees, of the 
toth of January, 1603, it is for- 
Bidden to build any church without 
leave from the government ; and 
by a fecond, of the 26th March, 
1605, ecclefiaftics, and perfons 
holding in mortmain, are reftrained 
from making any acquifition with- 
aout fpecial authority. I fhall not 
enter into a difcuffion of thefe 
points of law, there being an in- 

‘finity of treatifes wrote at that 
time on each fideof the queftion; 
the chief are thofe which came 
from the pen of cardinal Baronius, 
in favour of the Pope; and of 
friar Paul Sarpi, a monk of the 


order of the Servites, on behalf 
of the Venetians, All thefe may 
be feen in M. De Thou, the Merc. 
Franc, Matthieu, an. r606. and 
other biftorians : and in particular 
in the writings upon this famous 
difpute. The Jefuits, the capu-. 
chins, and a fmall number of other 
monks, were all that paid any o- 
bedience to the interdiétion, and 
thereby got themfelves drove out 
of the Venetian territories: the 
excommunication was treated with 
contempt by all the other orders in 
the republic, and divine fervice 
continued to be performed as be- 
fore. Itis reported, that the vi- 
car general to the bifhop of Padua, 
faying to the governor, that he 
would a& on this occafion as the 
Holy Ghoft fhould infpire him ; 
the governor made anfwer, That 


the Holy Ghoft had already in-° 


fpired the council of ten, to order 


all thofe to be hanged who fhould 


refufe to obey the order of the {e- 
Rates. 


publie 
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1606. public againtt this excommunication, had brought 
y = Matters to extremity on both fides. 


To fpeak candidly my fentiments of the affair, I 
thought the proceedings of both parties much the 
fame, equally violent and imprudent. I have ever 
had a real refpeét for Paul V. and have profeffed to 
honour him greatly ; nor dol think what I am go- 


ing to fay has any thing in it contrary to thefe fen- 


timents. We live not now in thofe times when’ the 
popes exercifed that fpiritual authority from which 
they thought, and with reafon, their greateft ad- 
vantages were derived, and exercifed it in-fuch a 
manner, as gave them, in reality, a fovereign power’ 
over the princes and ftates in Chriftendom. At 
prefent, their ufurpation of temporal authority is 
clearly known and diftinguifhed, and is ftrongly 
contefted with them. I may almoft venture to fay, 
that they are difabled with regard to their fpiritual 
power ; at leait it is certain, that the proteftants de- 
prived them of two thirds GE it at once; an exam- 
ple fo recent, and fo eafy to imitate, that it was 
certainly very injudicious in the Roman court, to 
expofe the republic of Venice to fuch a temptation, 
furrounded as it is by provinces who have fhook off 
the yoke of the apoftolical fee, and who would re- 
ceive them with open arms as foon as they had done 
the like: thefe I fpeak of were the Lutherans, the 
proteftants of Germany, Switzerland, Bohemia, 
Hungary, Auftria, and RONA to whom 
may be added, the fchifmatic Greeks and Turks. 
Rome fhould reflect upon the ravage made in her 
empire, by three or four monks only ; and that this 
misfortune happened through the ill-timed pride of 


a 


Leo X. and Clement VII. too like what Paul V. 


difcovered in the prefent conjuncture. 

The Venetians, it is probable, run greater rifks 
than the Pope, by making him their enemy. All 
thefe difcuffions, which at “firft the contending par- 
ties pretended to regulate and guide by the judement 
or award of confcience, terminate, fooner or later, 

in 
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in being fupported by arms; when, as it always 1606. 
happens, arguments, far from being relifhed, give Lo 


rife to proceedings more and more violent. And 
there was nothing which this republic ought fo care- 
fully to avoid as war, fince fhe may be convinced, 
that if the Emperor and the king of Spain do not 
profecute their claims upon her dominions, which 
they fcarce ever conceal, it is certainly becaufe they 
have not pretences in readinefs, or want opportuni- 
ties. Itis the part of the Venetian policy, therefore, 
to aim continually at maintaining the republic and 
all Italy in the ftate they are at prefent : for them 
no change can be advantageous, and any revolution 
fatal. I have often examined this matter in my 
converfations with the cardinals de Joyeufe and Du- 
_ Perron, and laboured with more candor than is ge- 
nerally fhewn by a zealous Huguenot, to find out 
means to prevent the new religion from getting a 
footing either in Italy or Spain, provided that they, 
on their fide, would promife, that the Pope, who was 
the head of Italy, fhould fpare himfelf the trouble 
of taking any intereft in that part of Europe with 
which he had no connexion; for it has been:always 
my opinion, that the true fyftem of politiés, that 
which may give and preferve tranquility to Europe, 
depends upon fixing her in this equilibrium. 

_ Could they have thought in this manner at Rome 
and at Venice, every one there would have confpired 
to ftifle the prefent quarrel in its birth; and for this 
a feafonable and mild difcuffion had been fufficient : 
thofe affairs in appearance the moft intricate and 
perplexed, are ftill capable of being happily tem- 
pered by proper management, and this more than 
many others: we ought to confider them without 
any regard to the confequences, with which it is 
wrong to alarm one’s felf, for we fhould never be 
alarmed with what is merely poflible ; but they had 
defignedly increafed the difficulties, by propofing 
things which always rendered the prudence of the 
ableft mediators ineffectual. The malicious infinu- 

ations 
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ations of thofe perfons who fought to take advan- 


er tage of this difunion, had alfo fome fhare in height- 


ening it. If there is a perfon in the world who, 
amidft the emotions of anger, is capable of liften- 
ing to the voice of reafon, [ fhould advife him then 
to diftruft the difcourfe of thofe perfons who, when 
thus agitated, offer to affift his vengeance : it is on 
fuch an occafion, that hatred and envy lay their 
moft dangerous {nares. 

Canaye *, when he confulted me upon what, as 
ambaffador from France, it was fit for him to do, 
in the prefent pofture of affairs, thought it necef- 
fary, for my better information, to fend me a long 
memorial of the grievances complained of, and ar- 
euments ufed by both parties. I made no great ufe 
of this paper; for to examine their reafons, and 
pronounce upon each, would not have been ferving 
them effectually : I therefore told Canaye plainly in 
myanfwer, that, without having any regard to the 
foundation of the quarrel, the Venetians had no o- 
ther part to take but to refer themfelves to arbitra- 
tors, who might perform the office of a common 
friend to both, by pacifying their refentment, not 
judging with rigor. I named the king of France, 
as being, in my opinion, the only one who was 
likely to produce this effect; and recommended to 
them to make ufe of the nuncio Barberine, whofe 
wifdom and integrity I was well affured of, to make 
a report of all to his majefty. They followed my 
advice, but not immediately ; paffion had afferted. 
its ufual dominion before. However, during the 
reft of the year, it was confined to writings, where- 
in inveciive was carried to great excefs; but hap- 
pily, the contending parties were the two powers 
in Europe who were floweft in declaring war, which 
was what each relied on. We fhail fee in the fol 
lowing year the event of this sx os 


‘# Philip Canaye, lord of Frefny, 


It 
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It was of fome ufe to the nuncio Barberihi to 1865: 
obtain for him a ‘oh M s hat, which the Pope fent Levy 


him. upon making a promotion of cardinals, out of 
the ufual ‘order of time. His majefty, to whom 
he was chiefly obliged for this dignity, congratulated 
him upon it. Barberini often declared, that he had. 
a good friend about the king in me; cardinal Du- 
Perron thought likewife, that my intereft had been 
of fome ufe to him, with regard to the archbifhopric 


of Sens, and the poft of great almoner; both” 


which were beftowed. upon him by his majefty : he 
made his acknowledgments to me for this fervice, and 
intreated me to procure him, during his abfence, the 
enjoyment of all the privileges of “his office. 

The citizens of Metz received a fervice of ftitl 
greater importance from me, on occafion of the dif- 
pute they had about that time with the Jefuits ; 
thefe fathers had two years before made an attempt 
to procure a fettlement in Metz, the inhabitants of 
which avoided the blow by an application to his 
majefty, which I fupported. The Jefuits returning 
. to the charge, I again encouraged the people, fend- 
ing them an account by Saint-Germain and Des- 
Bordes, and afterwards by La-Noué, of the king’s 
epinion of the matter. But at the beginning of this 
year their fears were again awakened, by the Je- 
fuits raifing new batteries ftronger than before, 
obliging. the clergy, and all the catholic burghers, 
to unite with them ; they had likewife fecured the 
duke of Epernon’s vote, who was governor of 
Metz, and arrived there on the 15th of April, to 
put the laft hand to the work ; at leaft this was what 
the people apprehended, .and that the governor ac- 
ted ‘in this affair only by the king’s orders. Alarme 
ed at his arrival, they fent me a letter the next day, 
which was followed by another, dated April 25 
and delivered to me by the fieur Braconnier, who 
was ftrictly charged to urge all the reafons that had 
induced me to undertake their defence, wh'ch they 


were afraid I fhould forget: they likewife deputed 
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1606. two of their countrymen,..one after the other, ta 
wes, COUT, to attend this affair; a {aid thofe prote- 


ftants, that they were apprehenfive the Jefuits would 
turn them from:their faith, but becaufe they were 
perfuaded the fociety, by its intrigues, would caufe 
fome revolution. at Metz; the. confequences of 
which, in a&cityo lately re-united to the crown, 
might be fatal. 

It was by this motive, thatI endeavoured to gain 
over his majefty, who likewife knew the importance 
of this city to his great defigns. I filled the inha- 
bitants with joy when Ifent them word by their laft 
deputy, that the king had:granted their requeft, and 

would fuffer no innovation to be made in their city ; 
Which I affured them of in the king’s name.. They 
made me greater acknowledgments à in a third letter, 
dated the roth of July ; but I could perceive they 
were not quite freed fo their fears, their adverfa- 
ries boafting, they faid, that it:was in their power to 
alter the king’ s determination. 

In effect, the _Jefuits received every day. fuch 
ftriking proofs of the king’s favour and protection; 
as might well authorife the fears of the people of 
Metz: this .very year Henry, made them a préfent 
of one hundred thoufand crowns for their college of 
La-Fiéche alone, and condefcended to. regulate the 
difpeial of it himfelf, in the following manner ; 
one hundred and fixty thoufand livres for building 
the college, twenty-one thoufand for the purchale 


of the ground, feventy-five~thoufand in lieu of 


church AE 1 which were fized upon, in order to 
erect a perpetual revenue for thishoufe; for as thefe 
Jands were poflefied by perfons who were not ec- 
clefiaftics, it was allowable to compel them to fell, 
(and that ftep was here a¢tually taken) a pecuniary 
equivalent being granted them; twelve thoufand 
for a dwelling houfe for the fathers, three thoufand 


to purchase books for them, as much for the de- 


corations of their church, fix thobfand: for their 
fubfiftence for the prefent year (for Henry forgot 
HA 
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nothing) and fifteen thoufänd, which had been lent 606. 
them by Varenne after they came to La-Fléche, Su 


which this prince kept an account of. ‘Lhe paper 
was dated October 16, and figned by the king. 

But here follows another much more extraordi- 
nary. A-counfellor of parliament, named Gillot * 
—haddn the year 1603 lent a book to father Cotton, 
which he could:not get again, though he had feveral 
times afked'the father for it; at length he fent a fer 
‘vant to démand'it, with ae not to leave him till 
it was returned’: the counfellor getting his boox by 
thefe means, happened, in opening it, ‘to find a theet 
of paper between the leaves, which had apparently’ 
been forgot by the Jefuit, and? was: wHitten all overs 
as he fuppofed, with his own hand: this paper feem- 
ed’ to him to be worth my notice ; he brought it to 
me, and after obliging: me to promife that I would 
not name him in the affair, he left the paper in my 
hands, to make what ufe of it I thought proper, 
After convincing myfelf that it was the hand-writ- 
ing of father Caren: which it was eafy to do, with’ 
the affiftance of fome letters he knew I had received’ 
from him, we accordingly compared them, and 
found them exs€ly the fame: the following is a 
tranflation of it, for’it was in Latin, and contained’ 
a long lift of queftions which the Jeluit defiened to 
afk the devil, when he exorcifed a certain perfon who’ 
was pofiefied, and who made much noife at that 
time +: the reader will find queftions of every kind’ 


* James Gillot, counfellor-clerk 
in the great chamber of the parlia- 
ment of Paris. 

+ Her name was Adriana de 
Frefne, fhe was born in the village 
of Gerbigny, near Amiens ; after- 
wards. fhe fettled at Paris, in Saint 
Anthony’s-ftrect : fhe drew to the 
convent of Saint Victor, where fhe 
was exorcifed, almoft as great a 
concourfe of people, as Martha 
Brofiier had done to Saint Genevi- 
eve. De Thou, whodid not fuffer 
this piece of hiftory to pafs unno- 
ticed, fpeaking of father Cotton as 
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one of her principal exorcifts, ace 
cording to his cuftom, treats that 
father’s curiofity on this «ccafion: 
with great feverity: he further ob- 
ferves, that Henry 1V. earneftly 
defired the duke of Sully to pre- 
vent this writing from becoming 
public ; and that the contrary, ei- 
ther through ünprudence, or by 
fome other means, having happen- 
ed, he pretended to treat the thing 
as a matter of no moment before 
his court; though inwardly he was 
much difpleafed with father Cotton. 
De Thou, book cxxxii, 
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. init, thofe merely of curiofity, fome trifling, and even 


ridiculous, and others upon fubjeéts which it is not 
fit for me to examine into:. the writing begins thus. 
‘ By the merits of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, 
€ Brome » of Saint Prifca, the virgin martyr; of 
‘ Saint Mofes and Ammon, martyred fold'ers ; of 
‘ Saint Antenogenus, martyr and theologian; of 
“ Saint Volufien, bifhop of Tours; of Saint Leo- 
‘© bard the monk, and of Saint Liberata the virgin.’ 
After this follow the queftions which the gic 
defigns to afk the demon; they are without method 
or connexion, the author having, no doubt, juft 
thrown them on paper as they occurred to his mind; 
and fome are exprefled in fuch a manner, as makes 
it impoffible to guefs what he would be at. 
‘# All that God permits me to know (obferve 
‘ that itis father Cotron that fpeaks) with reaard 
“ to the king and queen; with regard to thofe wha 
‘ live at court; with regard to public and private 
‘© admonitions ; with regard to the news of life, and 
‘€ the right way; with regard to thofe who converfe 
‘ with princes; with regard to Laval, divine fer- 
‘ vice, the knowledge of the Greek and Hebrew 
‘ tongues, vows, the ceremonies of conlecration, 
«© and caies of confcience, the converfion of fouls, 
** and canonization; and if it may be permitted me 
“ to infift farther, with regard to the war againft 
‘** the Spaniards and heretics, the voyage to New 
‘© France, and all the coafts oppofite to America, 
‘ and with regard to the means I ought to ufe, in 
‘* order to perfuade men with efficacy, fo as to in- 
“ duce them to relinquifh their fins. To know 
‘“ from the devil what danger it may be in my 
“* power to prevent, and that he would inform me 
« what, . . . If the perfon poffefied hath been 
<¢ baptized; if fhe be a religious; if any foul play 
<«¢ hath been meditated, by the malice of Clarençal, 
« againft Mary de Valence *, or againft the foul of 
s¢ La-Faye, To afk the demon when Clarençal 
# One of father Cotton’s devotees, 
# will 
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will go from home, the time, and the means, and -1606. 
& if it will be at night; if I have any concealed ty 


danger to apprehend; if languages are infpired 
from God; by what means Chamieres-Ferrier .. . 
by what means, or by reading what books, we 
may render fermons moft ufeful; what is my 
greateft eer what reftitution his ae efty is 
obliged to; what he (the demon) would have 
me to fay to dare Acharia *, Du-Jardin, and 
the brothers and fifters ; what was the apparition 
that was feen in Languedoc; if it be convenient 
that mother Pafithea + fhould come, and fifter 
Anne de Saint Bartholomew go to Pont a-Mouf- 
fon ; and if he would inform me what | ought to 
know, with regard to the king and M. de Rofny ; 
what hopes may be formed of his converfion ; 
what proteftants at court are moft eafily convert- 
ed ; if no danger may befal him who is protected 
by dernons; if I am not threatened on that occa- 
fion myfelfs ; what hinders the foundation of the 
college at Poitiers ; what are the duties of a niece ; 
what paflage of feripture i is moft clear and moft 
efficacious to prove purgatory, the invocation of 
faints, and the power of the Pope ; where the 4- 
himals drank in Noah’s ark; what fons of God 
loved the daughters of men; if the ferpent walked 
on feet before Adam’s fall; how often our fathers 
had been in heaven in the terreftrial paradife ; 
what fort of fpirits ftand before the throne of God; 
if there is a king of the arch-angels ; what ought 
to be done to eftablifh a folid peace with Spain; 
if God will be pleafed to inform me when the he- 
refy of Calvin will be extin@; of my father and 
his condition; of my brothers John and Anthony; 
how many paffages of faith have been corrupted 
by heretics; of. the Geneva plagiary; of the 


voyage of the father general in Spain; of the ~ 


brief, and father general, with regard to Baque- 


* Another devotee of father Cot- + Anun, who will be mention= 
ton’s, ed again in thefe Memoirs. 


Live se ville, 
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& ville, and the young nian who lives-near Notre- 
‘6 Dame; when animals firft migrated into the 
<< iflands; and when the iflands were frft inhabited 
<< by men; where is the terréeftrial paradife; how 


-*¢ the king and queen of England, and all the, Eng- 


a] 
«¢ Jifh nation, may be mofteafily converted ; how:to 


<¢ conquer the Turk, and: make converts of infidels ; 


.& what part of the angels-fell; .what adoration the 
*¢ cherubims pay to the fupreme Being, and-what 


<< are his ideas of it; how I may correétymy errors 


»*¢ of writing, printing, and preaching ; what-em- 
. 66 barrafles be demon: and his companiens in the 


“ ceremony of exorcifing ; what hath fo often oc- 


© cafioned the prefervation of Geneva; what he 
. knows touching the ‘king’s health; what may 


“ unite the grandees of the ‘realm withshim: 3 how 


-“ one may affift-the fieur:de Verdun, and what his 


‘ motives of action are; onthe-hoftage towns; on 
<< Lefdiguieres and his converfion; on the, honour 
«6 of my r relics ; ; on the letters written to madam ‘de 


.<-Clarencal; to be morethancommonly particular 
16€ with regard to that lady; what obftruéts the col- 
ré nhege of Amiens and ‘Tours; of the duration *of 


sc sherefy.”” $ | 
The king, when. he -returned from Sedan, ftaid 
afew days at Paris, and towards the end! of April 
went to Fontainebleau, from whence ‘he -wrote’to 
me, that, by his: phyficians preicriptions, he was 
beginning a frrict regimen, ‘that was to:continue for 
ten days at Jeaft; upon which account, he deferred 
for fo long the ceremony, of the feaft:of Whitfon- 
tide, and: fent. crders to ‘his council notto’ attend 
him for fifteen days.” [xe permitted me to pafs this 


-interyal at Suliy, provided 1 fometimesicame toivifit 


him. ce this-remedy, : together swith pexipiration, 


“his health was greatly mended. 


The. affairs of greateftimportance, in which his 


-majefty was emploved at: Fontainebleau, were:thofe 


which related to religion. The clergy of France 


‘afembling “at, Paris, | renewed their folicitations for 


the 
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the publication ofthe council of Trent *; the pub: 


lic peace being concerned in this: propotal, as well: 
-as in fome others‘of the fame nature; which it was 


refolved in the afiembly fhould be made to the king, 


His majefty oppofed them both with his arguments 


and authority, and treated the proteftants in the 


fame manner, who, in imitation of ‘the clergy, 


feemed ‘difpofed . to'abule their: privileges. Some 


‘provinces wrote to the deputies-general at court, to 


folicit the grant of a petition they fent the king ‘for 


holding a national fynod; while at the fame time in 


to se io the deputies ‘of: the fynod, and to draw | 


‘treated there. 


other provinces; they laboured to procure particu- 
Jar affemblies to be held} wherein it was the cuftom 


uétions upon ‘the affairs: which were:to ‘be 
Henty-had fent me orders by Ville- 
roi onthe 22d of March, totake proper meafures on 
this .o¢cafion in conjunction with my fon;: toewhom 


up 1 


he allowed me to'give a fhare of almoft every part 
‘of my bufinef, ‘and that I thotldiafterwards confer 


with Servian the deputy from Dauphiné. He wrote 


to me himfelf from Fontainebleau, defring that!L 


would fend: for the ‘deputies- -general, and oblige 


thei to declare what were the intentions of the pro- 


teftant-body, and! to render their project ineffectual. 


Tmade him entirely eafy on this head, by afluring 


tome de Villars, archbifhop of Vi- 


€ You have mentioned a council 


him. SA “4. I could not rap the fynod from: be- 


“€ inyy and the holding benefices sa 
“ truft for, others, | let thofe, who 
© are guilty, by their own refor- 
**, mation, fet others an exambpleito 
do the like. In the eleGions 
you fee my manner of proceed- 
“€ ing; T am proud of the footing 
‘ on which I have placed them, 
which is gréatly: different from 
what it was,” &c.° ;Theking, 
notwithftanding, in confequenceof 


% In the Merc. Rubi. anno . 
1606, may be feen the remon- 
ftrance which the clergy -got Je- 
ce 


enne, to make to his majefty, with 
“cr 


this anfwer to it by Henry IV. 
‘€ tome, I defire one may be cal- 
‘led; but, as you rightly obferve, 
the confiderations of this world 
frequently clafh with thofe. of 
heaven: neverthelefs, L fhall al- 
sways be ready to: fupport the 


66, 
[11 


cu prefcribingy many -écclefiaftical ire- 


their complaints, iffued two edits,’ 


*€ goodiof the church, and the fer- 


» “,yice,of God, with the hazard of 
* “ my blood gnd life, As. to fimo- 


L 4 


gulations; which were conf; met, 
the one in1663,: the other in r60. 
See alfo M, De sp büok ex 
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I would at leaft contrive to have 


US fo many faithful fervants of hs there, as fhould 


which he was defirous of refigning, 


render them matter of all the debates: . It appeared 
neceflary likewife to ufe this precaution in the par- 
ticular affembly of Dauphiné; and to fatisfy the 
prefident Parquet that he might not fuffer his office, 
to be filled by 
any of the faétious party, 1 fent: Bullion into Dau- 


LA and Eiperian into Guyenne, with proper in- 


truétions how to act. 

Des-Ageaux. dying this year, his poft.of king’s 
lieutenant of Saint-John-d’Angely, was immediate- 
ly folicited for by feveral perfons, and among others 
by Beaulieu and La-Roche-beaucourt ;. the former 
had had a brevet for it before Des-Ageaux, but the 
duke of Epernon, Parabere, and all the burghers of 
Saint-John, uniting in favour of La-Roche-beau- 
court, his majefty ordered me to fend for him, and 
to give him all the neceffary inftruétions for the 
faithful execution of this offce, which he had deter- 
mined to entruft to him. I took care not to fpeak 


‘for the duke of Rohan, Soubife + and he at that 


time not ftending well in his majefty’s opinion,. on 
account of fome fteps taken by them, which others 


perhaps would tax only with imprudence,. but.I, 


who on fuch occafions am not accuftomed to manage 
my terms, fhall not fcruple to call difobedient, -Ro- 
han applied to me to re-inftate him in his majefty’s 
favour, as foon às he fhould have returned to Paris, 
towards the clofe of the year. The king, to whom 
I wrote, had the goodnefs to give me hopes that. he 
would pardon the duke, and even furnithed me with 
the means of improving this pardon, by bringing 


* In the royal MSS. fee the o- . brother of the duke of Rohan, both 


riginal of a letier from M.de Sully, 


. dated the 20th of May 1606, di- 


rected to the proteftants of the 
province of Burgundy, by which 


che endeavours to diffuade them 
. from this notion of holding a fynod 


at Rochelle. 
J Benjamin de Rohan-Soubife, 


of them fons of René duke of Ro- 


han, and grandfons of John de 


Parthenay-Soubife. The duke of 
Soubife was one of the principal 
leaders of the caïviniftical party ‘in 
France, during the religious wars 
in the following reign, $ 


the 
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the criminal to him after having firft inflru€ted him 1606. 
by my fon, either at his own or fome other houfe, sv 


in all that he was to do to render his fovereign fa- 
-vourable to him, provided that Rohan did not put 
off till then a public acknowledgment of his fault, 
and forrow for having committed it, As to the 
manner in which he fhould treat him, and how he 
fhould for the future expect him to act with the pro- 
teftants, he deferred explaining himfelf till he came 
‘to Paris. With regard to Soubife, as he had de- 
-manded the king’s permiffion before he went to 
Flanders, his mayefty confented that he fhould wait 
for him at Paris, or come to him at Fontainebleau. 
At La-Rochelle new quarrels arofe between the 
proteftants, and the Roman catholic clergy of that 
city, upon the extent and exercife of thofe privileges, 
which the latter were to enjoy there. Both parties 
made reciprocal complaints of each other; the ec- 
clefiaftics, that their adverfaries often attempted to 
do themfelves juftice by force of arms, which was 
always forbidden ; the proteftants, that the clergy 
conftantly fuppreffed the arrets of council, to autho- 
rife their encroachments ; and both defired a decifive 
arret. The king, ee that an arret would 
increafe their animofity, infifted upon my undertak- 
ing the office of mediator upon this occafion. I be- 
ean by fhewing them feparately, what were their 
real interefts; and, after I had affured myfelf of 
their obedience, dictated to them the following ar- 
ticles of accommodation, which will explain’ the 
caufes of their difputes. 
That the proteftants fhould not prohibit the ec- 
. clefiaftics from vifiting the hofpitals and prifons, or 
from hearing confeffions, provided all this was done 
without any pomp, efpecially that of carrying the 
facrament to thofe places: that the clergy had no 
right to affift at burials and public ceremonies, to 
carry the crofs there, or attend criminals to the place 
of punifhment: that the ecclefiaftics fhould receive 
no bad treatment either in word or deed, when they 
pafled 


14 = = MEM OTR S  BookXxitr, 
1606, pated through the ftreets in the habit.of their order: 
vs that the proteftants fhould not make any oppolition 

to the building of their church there; nor to the 
ccommiffioners appointed by them to mark out the 


place, provided. this place was neither 1 inconvenient, "a 


nor fufpected by the city, in -éithér of which cafes 
they fhould affign them another, or leave this point 
to be decided by the king and his council. : I regu- 
Jated likewife fome other articles relating to the -po- 
Jice::. that the catholics fhould-be aeitented with the 
dhare they had in the public pofts and. offices -to 
which they fhould be:raifed by a plurality of votes, 
and the ufual methods; but, with réfpeét tommecha- 
onic trades and corporations, as there was no reafon 
-why they fhould-be excluded from tltem, the pro- 
teftants, by driving away their youth from the fhops 
of the catholics, »had fet an-example of violence to 
-thofe cities where the catholic party was the ftrongeft. 
In the mean time, at Paris, great: preparations 
»were making-for the ceremony of the baptifm of the 
Dauphin, and the two princeffes of France *. The 
-duchefs:of Mantua, who was to have the principal 
-partin this folemnity, fet out from Italy witha train 
of two hundred horfe, and two hundred and fifty 
attendants. Shearrived at Nancy on the beginning 
of June, and from thence her train and thofe be- 
longing to the duke of Lorrain, fent to-know of his 
-majéfty if, atithe end of eight days, which fhe pro- 
-pofed:to ftay at Nancy, fhe might continue her jour- 
oney. This requiring fome ‘confideration, Henry 
wrote to me, for I was then at Sully, to come to 
Paris on the-fourth or fifth of June; adding, that 
‘he would comethither himfelf the latter end of May, 
and -till I arrived make fome fhort excurfons to 
- Saint-Germain to fee: his children, and likewife that 
heithought it-neceflary to fendfeme perfon:to Nancy 
owith his orders. | je kind of: debate arofe upon «the 
.:# Eleonora de Medicis, eldeft of Vincent .de Gonzague duke of 
daughter of Francis de Medicis, . Mantua. 
.grand duke of Tufeany, and-wife 


manner 


~ 
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manner in which the duchefs of Mantua fhould be 5606. 
received, which was, at length decided in the queen’ Sew, 


>favour, who-alleged,. that “thi s princefs coming into 
France only to oblige the king, and do honour to 
an extraordinary ceremony, too great refpect could 
not be paid her. Accordingly nothing was omitted; 
fhe had the precedence not only of ail foreign prin- 
-ces; but alfo.of the-princes of ‘the blood, at which 
othe latter were fo difgufted, that they refufed to af- 
fit at any-ceremony where fhe-was prefent, alleging, 
“that it was a very extraordinary thing for princes of 
othe moft auguft-houfe in Europe, to “be preceded by 
a duke of late date, defcended from a citizen. of 
-Mantua, who, after killing Bonnacolfy his Jord, 
“procured the adminiftration of Mantua to ‘be con- 
-fided to. him,'and afterwards ufurped the fovereignty 
of it. . But notwithftanding all that could be urged, 
othe king would not make the fmalleft conceffion on 
“this-point, confidering only inthe duchefs of Man- 
‘tua, the title of an aliy to the royal family, and el- 
deft fifter of the queen. 


The duke of Bouillon fought to til fome : ad 


vantage of this example, but he was not regarded, 
he had been appointed to carry the regalia in the 
ceremony, and would have taken place of the dukes, 
claiming this privilege as duke of Bouillon and 
“prince of Sédan,; and appealing tothe examples of 
fome of the princes of Sedan to whom he had fuc- 
ceeded; He was told, in: dar to thefe preten- 
fions, that the difference between them and‘him was, 
that they were.really defcended from fovereign jprin- 
ces, a quality which in effeét gave them the firft 
rank, while he was only defcended from. a private 
gentleman. 

On the “20th of aly, the duchefs of Mantua ar- 
“rived at Villers-Coterets, where: fhe found the king, 
“who'waited for her. From thence they were to go 
by ‘Monceaux.to Paris, where I was employed in 
-caufing {eaftolds to’ be built in the church of Notre- 
Dame, in the palace, and in the fquare of the ma- 

nufactures, 


1606. 


-MEMOTIRS Book XXxtif, 


nufactures, and in making all the other preparations, 


rs when we were informed that a contagious difeafe had 


broke out in that vaft city *; for which reafon the 


king, after confulting the duchefs, refolved that the 


ceremony of the baptifins fhould be performed at 
Fontaitiebleau. ‘The tournaments and all the fhews 


‘and diverfions, which were to have been exhibited 
at Paris, were fet afide by this néw plan, which took 


in only the ufual expences for the baptifm of the 
children of France, and the robes of his majefty and 
the royal family. “The nuncio waited upon the king 
at Fontainebleau, as did alfo queen Margaret. The 
chapels of the caftle being too fmall for fuch a cere- 
mony, and that of the monaftery unfinifhed, I pro- 
pofed that the floor of the latter fhould be fpread 
and the walls hung with tapeftry, or that they fhould 
make ufe of the great faloon + for that purpofe. 
The king himfelf took the trouble-to examine the 
palace of Fleury, and caufed it to be prepared for 
the reception of the dauphin when the ceremorly 
was ended; for the contagion in Paris, inftead of 
ceafing, had fpread itfelf into fome of the neigh- 
bouring places ; nor was Fontainebleau entirely frée 
from it. Henry Ÿ wrote me word, the latter end of 
September, that of fix perfons who had been feized 


god-father ; 


* “The plague, ot rather the 
** king’s thriftinefs, fays L'Etoile 


© malicioufly, deprived the city of 


‘Paris of this honour:’’ an affer- 
tion without any foundation, and 
contradicted by all other hiftorians, 

+ It was performed in the court 


called Cour du Donjon, which had 


been prepared for thepurpofe. The 
cardinal de Joyeufe, the Pope’s le- 
gate, reprefented Paul V. as god- 
father, with the duchefs of Mantua 


as god-mother to the dauphin. The 
_-eldeft Madame of France was called 


Elifabeth, after the name of the 
archduchefs her god-mother, wife 
of the archduke Albert, and grand- 


. daughter of Henry II. reprefented 


by madam d’Angouleme without a 
and the youngeft Ma- 


: | 
dame of France had for god-father 


the duke of Lorraine in perfon, and 
for god-motlier the grand duchefs 
of Tufcany,whofe proxy was prince 
John de Medicis; fhe was called 
Chriftina, See in the Merc. Fran. 
anno 1606, and in P. Matthieu, 
vol. If, b. iii. the defcription of the 
manner of performing this ceremo- 
ny, and the magnificence and re- 
joicings which preceded and fol- 
lowed it, See alfe vol. 9361 and 
9364 of thé Royal MSS. 

f It is obferved, in the journal 
of Henry1IV. that no more than. 
ufual died in Paris this year, which 
are therein computed at eight in a 
day ; whence the author concludes, 
that people gaye way to a ground~ 
lefs panic, 


with 
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with the diftemper only one had recovered, but that 1606. 


there were no more taken ill. 
giment of guards from Melun, where he had been 
told fome families were infeéted with the diftemper. 
It was about this time, that their majefties, crofling 
the river of Neuilly in a ferry- boat *, were in danger 
of being drowned, which was the caufe that a bridge 
was afterwards built there. 

I ftaid longer this time at Sully than ufval. The 
king, who was informed that I continued indifpofed 
at Briecomte-robert, wrote to me on the 29th of 
Augutt, and defired to know the ftate of my health. 
This prince made me captain-lieutenant of the com. 
pany of gendarmes, which was formed in the queen’s 
name, and, at my entreaty, granted a full pardon 


to La-Saminiere. 


* “ On Friday the oth of June, 
f£ fays the fame journal, as the 
“ king and queen were croffing the 
‘water in the ferry-boat at Neu- 
*§ illy, on their return from Saint- 
Gerinain-en-Laye, the duke of 
£* Vendôme being with them, they 
were all three in great danger of 
being drowned, efpecially the 
queen, who was obliged to drink 
a great deal more than was a- 
** greeable to her ; and had not 
‘“ one of her footmen and a gentle- 
“€ man called  La-Chataigneraie, 
“ who caught hold of her hair, 
‘€ defperately thrown themfelves 
<¢ into the water to pull her out, 
** fhe would inevitably have loft 
“ her life. This accident cured 
“ the king of a violent tooth-ach ; 
“ and, after having efcaped the 
** danger, he diverted himfelf with 
“ it, faying, he had never met with 
‘ fo good a remedy for that dif- 
** order before, and that they had 
“€ eat too much falt meat at dinner, 
“ therefore they had a mind to 
‘ make them drink after jt.”’ 

This accident happened, accord- 
ing to the Merc, Fran. becaufe as 
they were going into the boat, 
which probably had no rail work 


Thefe favours alone gave him a 


round it, the two fore-horfes, draw- 
ing towards one fide fell over board, 
and by their weight dragged the 
coach, in which were the king, the 
queen, the duke of Vendôme, the 
princefs of Conti, and the duke of 
Montpenfier, whom the rain had 
prevented from alighting with them, 
‘{ The gentlemen who were on 
** horfeback, fays that hiftorian, 
‘€ threw themfelves into the water, 
without having time to take off 
either their cloaths or fwords, 
and haftened towards the place 
where they had feen the king, 
who, being faved from the dan- 
§* ger, notwithitanding all the en- 
** treaty that could be made to the 
‘contrary, returned into the wa- 
** ter to affift in getting out the 
** queen and the duke of Vendôme, 
** As foon as the queen had reco- 
‘€ vered a little breath, fhe gave a 
‘ figh, and afked where the king 
f* was, She teftified her gratitude 
to La-Chataigneraie, whom fhe 
had obferved to be particularly 
inftrumental in faving her, by a 
** prefent of jewels, and a yearly 
** penñon.”"" Anno 1606, De Thou, 
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right 


He withdrew the re- “Y¥™. 
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tight! to require and expect every thing from me: 


Sy he was much afflicted to: find, that the marriage of 


the fon of Noailles with the daughter of Roque- 
laure, inftead of uniting thofe two families, proved 
only a fource of difcord between them. : Henry fo. 
often and fo earneftly prefled me torattempt to re- 
concile them, that I ufed my utmoft endeavours for 
that purpofe.. It is the part of a good prince, to 
keep all who are about his perfon united; and of a 
wife one, to effect this union rather by the inter pofi- 
tion of others than by his own. 

I was likewife well rewarded'for my labours in the 
finances; the contractors giving his majefty an hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand livres, and the continuance’ 
of the leafe of the falt for fix years produced him’ 
likewife a gratuity of fixty thoufand crowns. The 
king difpofed of thefe two hundred and ten thoufand 
livres in’ the following manner: eighty thoufand 
livres were fet apart for the purchafe of Moret, and 
thirty-fix thoufand for fome occafons of his maje- 
fty; the queen had twelve thoufand, the duke of 
Nemours thirty, Verfenai eighteen, and myfelf thir- 
ty thoufand. I likewife received, during the courte’ 


of the year, twice this fum in different gratuities. 


To execute the edicts, the court of ids fent every’ 
year a deputation of counfellors into thofe diftrits, 
where the excife was levied upon falt, in order to 
make a diftribution and reeulation thereon ; ; to lay 
fines upon thofe whom they found exercifing the 
trade of felling falt without licence. Nor’ was this 
the only reafon for fending thofe commiffioners ; for 
the lieutenant-general of Blois fent me word, that 
two of the commiffioners that were appointed to levy 
the excife upon falt and the other taxes for the dif- 
ferent officers of the diftri@, were guilty of many 
crimes in the difcharge of their employment. To. 
which I anfwered, that he was in the wrong to make’ 
a complaint without fpecifying any particulars, but. 
that, however, I had fent him a regulation with re- 
gard to thofe two points, in order for him to fhew’ 

to 
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to the commiffioners, which if they difobeyed, L nn 


promifed to give him ample fatisfaction. 
The import of the regulation was, that the excife 
upon falt fhould:not: for the future be augmented 
merely upon the diftriéts, but that the particular 
parifhes fhould:be fpecified in proportionito the num- 
ber of chimnies, -at the fame time eafing the poorer 
parifhes of anequal fum. With regard to the con- 
traband traders in falt, it was my opinion, that there 
was a diftinétion to be made between them; for as 


thofe who fold the contraband falt could not be pu- 


nifhed too feverely, fo thofe who only purchaféd it 
from the unlicenfed traders, merely becaufe they got 
it cheaper than the other falt, deferved to be treated 


with more lenity, efpecially when they. were not: 


taken i in the fact. 


As to the tax upon the tie of the finances, . 
there are two kinds of it, one upon all the officers: 
in general; into which the king had thought proper 


to confent that enquiries fhould be commenced a- 
gainft them; and the other upon the elects in parti- 


cular, founded upon the re-eftablifhment of their: 


rights, taxations, and exemptions, of feveral kinds. 
‘It was eftablifhed by the regulation, that the firft 


of thefe taxes fhould not be exaéted for the future: : 


“but by mutual confent ; fo that they who fhould des. 


clare before the officer that gave them notice of it, 


and afterwards before the judge or notary of the 
place, that they did not intend to take advantage of 
the king’s abolition, fhould not be compelled to pay’ 


it; but in that cafe they were fubject to a crimi- 
nal profecution, if they were: difcovered to have 


failed in the execution of their truft. The fecond 


tax was the fame; thofe elects who liked better to 
give up the privilege of their office, were difcharged 
from it; but they were obliged to repay. whatever 


they might have received under that title, contrary: 


to the edicts and eftablifhments of the king and the 
ftates, 


The 
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1606. : The commiffioners fent to Rouen gave it as their 
UVVJ Opinion, that it was but reafonable to ftrike eleven 

thoufand crowns off the account of the taxes of the 
province of Normandy, becaufe the treafurers of 
France were to write to me upon this head, and had 
prepared to fend deputies to the king, in order to 
obtain his approbation of this retrenchment. I an- 
fwered them, that there was no need for their taking 

this ftep, for that I would undertake to perfuade his 
majefty thereto, who was already iufficiently inclin- 
ed of himfelf to give them much greater marks of 
his affection, if the ftate of his affairs, and the do- 
nations he was obliged to make to a number of in- 
fatiable courtiers, had permitted him. 1 further 
promifed, that I would join with them, in order to: 
eafe the provinces of a much greater fum than this, 
from which the poor could obtain but a very {mall 
relief. I perceived the reafonablenefs of the pro- 
mife I had made them, when I faw a fum of two 
hundred forty-fix thoufand three hundred and eighty- 
one livres joined to the taille of Provence, though it 
had nothing to.do with it. 

This fum confifted of the following articles: 
Thirty-three thoufand livres for the bridges and 
caufeways of the whole province, which extended 
both to Rouen and Caien: Thirty-feven thoufand 
five hundred livres for the fupprefiion of the edict 
on linen cloth in thofe two diftricts : Twenty-two 
thoufand five hundred livres for the maintainance of 
the bridge of Rouen, raifed by an affeflment on thofe 
two diftricts; although on this account feveral fums 
were levied upon Paris and other cities: Fifteen 
thoufand livres for the bridges of Mantes and Saint- 
Cloud: Thirty thoufand livres for the canal of com- 
munication between the Seine and the Loire: And 
eight thoufand three hundred and eighty-one livres 
for the grand prevoft of the province. I repeat it: 
again, that all thefe different collections were foreign 
to the taille. And it was not reafonable, that per- 
fons who received no advantage from the public re- 

‘ pairs, 
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pairs, fhould be obligéd to furnifh money for them. 1606. 
For fome years paft they had confiderably augment- NY 
ed thefe fums, which, in appearance, were deligned 
for that ufe; but which, in reality, remained in 
the purfes of fome individuals; without one penny 
being returned to the king. 

I obliged the receiver of Angouléme to be an- 
fwerable for fome money which he alledged was not 
now in his hands: had that been true, he was not 
the lefs liable to pay it, becaufe it could not have 
been legally demanded of him without letters pa- 
tents from the king. Although it might happen 
that fome things efcaped me, yet Henry let nothing 
pafs unnoticed; he had been informed that fome 
powder had been embezzled, and he defired me to 
have thofe who were guilty of that mifdemeanor 
profecuted for it; it being abfolutely neceffary fer 
the fecurity of the ftores in the magazines, that 
fuch practices fhould be punifhed, as being a matter 
of great confequence with refpect to all the maga- 
zines in general. He difcovered that there was car- 
rying on in my abfence a commiflion for recovery 
of the fums omitted to be received, and of falfe 
feizures : he wrote immediately to the chancellor, 
that the affair fhould be fuperfeded, becaufe, as I 
muft certainly have been acquainted with it before 
I went away, I fhould have taken fome meafures 
about it, if I had thought it would have been brought 
into queftion. | 

His expences this year were as great as ufual, I 
don’t mean in prefents of jewels fuitable to fo opu- 
lent a prince, for in thefe Henry did not fhew him- 
felf prodigal ; as for example, defigning to make 
a prefent of a jewel to an Italian lady, he was de- 
fous that it fhould not be mean; but atthefame | 
time, that the price might not exceed a thoufand or 
twelve hundred crowns: and he wrote to me to look 
out for a ring for him, with the diamond cut in the 
form of a heart; or in any other, rather than to be 
cut table-fafhion, becaufe the expence would be lefs 
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1606. andthe fhew greater: but his perfonal expences, 
y and thofe at play efpecially, always made up a very 


confiderable article. I often received mefiages, like 
that of the 11th of December : Henry having loft 
all his money at play, fent me word in a billet, of 
which Lomenie’s nephew was the bearer, that Mo- 
rand muft bring him that evening two thoufand 
piftoles. I had then exceffive large accounts to fet- 
tle with Parfait, for the extraordinary expences of 
his houfhold. On the 4th of Odtober he fent me 
orders to pay eighty-five thoufand five hundred and » 
four livres to mademoifelle Du-Beuil, for which 
that billet was to ferve for a receipt. He had re- 
mitted to Zamet, as payment of the remainder of 
an account he was indebted to him for the year 1602, 
the tax of two fols, fix deniers, upon three bufhels : 
of falt; but as this tax did not now fubfift, I was 
obliged to pay Zamet, this year, thirty-feven thou- 
fand four hundred and ninety-two livres, to which 
that old account amounted; and to pay him befides, 
thirty-four thoufand two hundred and twenty livres, 
which he had fince lent to his majefty, or difburfed 
for him. He made La-Varenne a prefent of a 
thoufand crowns. Villeroi, by his orders, wrote 
to my fon, that I muit pay a debt which this prince 


_owed to Balbani, who was confined in Fort-l’Evé-. 


que; and that I muft endeavour to procure his re- 
leafe. | 
Among other expences, which did Henry more 
honour, | take in thofe for repairing the gates of 
Saint-Bernard, and the Temple, and the fountains 
before the feffions-houfe, and the crofs du Tiroir. 
His majefty had written to the Prevot des Mar- 
chands, that. he defired this work might be finifhed 
before Midfummer. The council, I know not for 
what reafon, gave an arret afterwards which render- 
ed this order ineffectual, by applying the money 
defigned for thefe fountains to paving the ftreets of 
Paris, contrary to their firft intentions, when, in 
the contract with the paviors, it was ordered, that 
. 8 | | the 
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the fum neceffary for this purpoie fhould be levied 
upon the inhabitants of the city, according to the 
number of feet the pavement before each door con- 
fifted of ; ‘his majefty, however, infifted upon know- 
ing why thefe works were delayed, and upon what 
account the council had committed this error. 

This prince had often defired me to give him ge- 
neral accounts, which fhould contain a detail of 
every thing relating to my three principal offices, 
of fuperintendant of the finances, grand matter of 
the ordnance, and fuperintendant of the buildings 
and fortifications. J took an opportunity, when he 
was at the Louvre, and when I thought he had but 
little bufinefs upon his hands, to carry him thefe pa- 

ers: but although it was very early in the morn- 
ing when I left the Arfenal, yet when I came to the 
-Louvre 1 found that his majety was already gone 
out ; I therefore fent all my papers back to the Ar- 
fenal, except a very fhort abftra&, which I intend- 
ed to fhew him, and went to madame de Guife, to 
wait his return, fhe having often intreated me to dine 
with her. 

Tt was to make a party for the chace, that Hen- 
ty had rifen fo early that morning, and he was re- 
folved to dine upon the partridges he fhould take in 
hawking: he ufed to fay, that he never thought 
them fo tender and good, as when they were taken 
in this manner ; and efpecially when he could {natch 
them himfelf from the hawks. Towards'the mid- 
dle of the day Henry returned, extremely well fa- 
tisfied with his morning’s diverfion, and in a gaiety 


of humour, which his good ftate of health, and 


the happy fituation of his affairs, contributed great- 
ly to increafe : he entered the great hall, holding his 
partridges in his hand, and cried aloud to Coquet 
(who waited there for his return, and was talking 
to Parfait at one end of the hall) ‘ Coquet, Co- 
<* quet, you muft not complain of Roquelaure, 
<< Thermes, Frontenac, Arambure, and I, for want 
“ of a dinner, for we have brought fomething to 
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‘ treat you with; but go immediately and order 
“€ them to be drefied ; give them their fhare, but 
“ Jet eight be referved for my wife and I; Bonrie- 
«© val here fhall carry them to her from me, and 
“¢ fhall tell her, that] am going to drink her health; 
‘© but take care and keep thofe birds that are leaft 
« bit by the hawks for me; there are three very 
<¢ fat, which 1 took from them myfelf, and which 
‘€ they have fcarce touched.” 
+ As Henry was diftributing his partridges, La- 
Clielle came in, and with him Parfait, bringing in 
a large bafon, gilt with gold, and covered with a 
napkin: “ Sire, cried he twice, embrace my knees, 
‘ for I have brought you a great many, and very 
«© fine ones.” ‘See how rejoiced Parfait is, faid 
the king; this will make him fatter by an inch 
‘ upon the ribs; I find he has brought me fome 
‘© good melons ; I am gladof it, for 1 am refolved 
‘€ to eat my fill of them to-day: they never hurt 
‘ me when they are good, and when I eat them 
“€ while I am very hungry, and before meat, as the 
«¢ phyficians direct. I will give each of you a me- 
<< Jon before you have your partridges, when I have 
‘€ firft chofen out fome for my wife and myfelf, and 
“ for another perfon to whom I have promifed 
‘“ fome.’”’? The king then going to his own apart- 
ment, gave a couple of melons to two boys who 
were at the door, whifpering fomething in their ear 
at the fame time: and as he came out of his long 
clofet to go to his aviary, perceiving Fourcy, Be- 
ringhen, and La-Font, the latter bringing fome- 
thing covered up in his hand, La-Font, faid Hen- 
‘* ry to him, are you bringing mea ragout for my 
‘ dinner?” Yes, fire, replied Beringhen, but 
‘ thefe are raw meats, fit only to feaft the eyes 
“with.” That is not what I want, replied his, 
‘ majefty, for I am exceffively hungry, and would 
‘# rather have my dinner than any other thing: but, 
‘* La-Font, what is it you have wrapped up fo?” 
‘ Sure, faid Fourcy, he has got patterns of feve- 
ce ral; 
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% ral forts of ftuffs, carpets, and tapeftry, which 1606. 
<“ your beft manufacturers have undertaken to ss 


< make.” Oh! replied Henry, they will afford 
«<< us fome amufement after dinner; I will fhew them 


“ to my wife, and to another perfon, whofe opinion. 


<¢ and mine do not always agree, efpecially when we 
“ are talking of what he calls baubles and trifles: I 
“ believe Fourcy, added he, you guefs whom I mean; 
<<] fhould be glad to have him prefent with my 
“ wife when you fhew us thefe ftuffs, ic will bring 
fomething to my remembrance which L want to 
communicate to them when they are together, 
‘ that I may have their opinions: he often tells 
“ me,” purfued his majefty, ftill {peaking of me, 
but without naming me, “that he never thinks any 
‘ thing fine or good, that cofts double its real va- 
«< Jue; and that I fhould be of the fame opinion 
« with regard to all goods extremely dear : I know 
‘¢ what he hints at, and why he talks in this manner, 
<¢ although I pretend to be ignorant; but we mutt 
© fuffer him to talk, for he is not a man of few 
‘ words, Fourcy, go for him immediately ; or 


“ that he may be here the fooner, fend one of my. 


“ coaches for him, or your own.” 


The coachman meeting one of my footmen,, 


whom I had fent to the Louvre to inquire if his 
majefty was returned, he came to the duchefs of 
Guife’s, where I Had jut dined: I furprifed his 
majefty when I came in, for he did not expect to 
fee me fo foon. ‘ You have made great hafte,” 


faid this prince to me when I entered the room,, 


where he was ftill at table; ‘ you could not poffibly 
“ have come direétly from the Arfenal.” When I 
told him where J had dined; ‘That whole family 
‘** being related to you, faid he, and loving you fo 
much as they do, for which I am very “glad, i 
am perfuaded that while they follow your coun- 
fels, as they fay they are determined to do, they. 
“ will never do any injury either to my perfon or 


f fate.” | * Sire, returned I, your majefty fays 
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this in a manner fo unreferved, that I fee you 


arein a good humour, and better fatisfed with 
me than” you have been thefe fifteen days.” 
What! you ftill remember that then, interrupted 
Henry ; I afflure you I do not; you know that 
our little refentments ought never to laft more 
than a day: Iam very fure that yours would 
not hinder you from undertaking, the very next 
day, to do fomething for my advantage in my 
finances. I have not,” continued Henry, with 


great gaiety, ‘ found myfelf fo light and fo eafy 
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‘ thefe chree months as this day ; I mounted my 
horfe without help ; I have had great pleafure in 
the chace this morning ; my hawks have tiown, 
and my greyhounds have run fo well, that the 
former have taken a great number of young par- 
tridges, and the fatter three large hares ; ; one Of . 
the belt of my hawks, which I thought loft, has 
been found and brought back to me: I have a 
very good appetite, te eat fome excellent me- 
lons, and they have ferved me up fome quails, 
the fatteft and tendereft I have ever eat. By iet- 
ters from Provence,” continued the king, to 


fhew me that every thing confpired to his happinefs, 
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I am informed, that the feditions in Marfeilies 
are entirely quelled ; and from feveral other pro- 
vinces I have news, that there never has been fa 
fruitful a feafon, and that my people will grow 
rich, if I permit them to export corn. Saint- 
Antoine writes me word, that the prince of 
Wales is always talking of me, and of the friend- 
fhip which he promifed you he would ever pre- 
ferve for me, From Italy I am informed, that 
affairs there are in fuch a fituation, that I thall 
have the honour of reconciling the Pope and the 
Venetians. Bongars writes me word from Ger- 
many, that the new king of Sweden is upon bet- 
ter terms with his fabjeds : ; and that the jand- 
grave of Hefle acquires every day new friends 
and allies, Buzenval has written to Villeroi, that 

66 both 
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« both the Spaniards and Flemings are brought fo 606. 
« low, that they will foon be ‘obliged to liften to Coyy 


‘< propofals for a peace, or a truce, of which I muft 
‘6 necefiarily be the mediator and protector: and 
« thus begin to render myfelf the arbitrator of all 
“¢ the differences among the princes of Chriften- 
“ dom. And for an increafe of fatisfaction, faid 
<* this prince gaily, behold me here at table, fur- 
“ rounded with all thefe perfons you fee” (for he 
had with him Du-Laurens, Du-Perron the young- 
er, Gutron, Des-Yvetaux, Chaumont, and the fa- 
thers Cotton and Gonthier) ‘‘of whole affection 
< for me I am well affured, and who, as you know, 
are capable of entertaining me with ufeful as well 
as agreeable converfation ; which fhall not, how- 
ever, hinder me from talking of bufinefs as foon 
as 1 have dined, for then I will liften to every 
body, and will fatisfy all, if reafon and juftice 
can-do it.” na ies, 

I found, by fome other things his majefty faid, 
that the company had turned the converfation upon 
kim in particular, and had alike praifed him for-his 
great qualities, and congratulated him upon his 
good fortune. It would be difficult, | faid, to find 
better judges than they were. ‘However, faid 
< Henry, I did not fuffer all they faid to pafs with- 
‘ out contradiction.” And he confefled, that all 
their praifes of him could not deftroy his confciouf- 
nefs that he had many faults ; and as to their com- 
pliments upon his good fortune, he told them, that 
_ if they had been with him from the time his father 
died, they would have been fenfible that part of thofe 
compliments might have been fpared, for that his 
miférable moments had far furpafied his happy ones. 
This led Henry to a reflection he ufed often to make, 
that he had not yet fuffered fo much by his declared 
- enemies, as by the ingratitude and defertion of ma- 
ny, who, he faid, were either his friends, allies, 
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or fubjeéts. The young Du-Perron, who in thefe 


laft words found ample matter for his eloquence to 
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1606. difplay itfelf, began to treat this fubjeét like a theo- 

wy~ logician or preacher, and even a myftic: ‘ You 

«« have delivered your fentiments,” faid 1 when he 

concluded, ‘in fo lofty a ftyle, that nothing can 

«© be added to your difcourfe.” I then maintained 

to him, as well as to all the company, agreeable to 

what his majefty had juft faid, or rather to what J 

had myfelf been a witnefs of, that this prince had 

enjoyed lefs tranquility during the peace, than he 

did in all the troubles and alarms of war. ‘* Rof- 

“ ny, faid the king to me, if you will put a few 

<¢ words upon this fubject on paper, I will fhew it 

<¢ to fome incredulous perfons.” I replied, that 

it required fome time to do that, and likewife might 

not be received favourably by every one. To this 

I added fome other plain truths upon religion and 

policy ; and the mifery with which France was 

threatened if fhe fhould lofe her king; which I 

_ believe was ftill lefs pleafing to the courtiers, than 
what I had faid before. 

This converfation, which from being gay and 
lively had taken a very ferious turn, was interrupt- 
ed by the queen, who had left her chamber, and 
was going to her clofet. The king, rifing from 
able went to meet her, faying, ce Well, my dear, 

were not the melons, partridges, and quails I 
‘ fent you very good? if your appetite has been as 
“ keen as mine, you have dined extremely well ; 
‘ [ never eat fo much as I have done to-day, or 
‘€ was ever in a better humour; afk Rofny, he will 
‘€ tell you the pccafion of it, and will acquaint you 
<< with the news I have received, and the converfa- 
$* tion we have had.” ‘The queen, who was like- 
wife more than ufually chearful, replied, that to 
contribute, on her fide, to ee his majefty, fhe 
had been making preparations for a ballet and an 
interlude of her own invention; the ballet was to 
reprefent the felicity of the golden age; and the 
interlude, the amufements of the four feafons in the 
year, ‘* I do not fay, added the, that I have nr 
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€ had a little affiftance; for Duret and La-Clavelle 1606. 
“© have been with me the whole morning, while Lu 
«¢ you were at the chace.” How charmed am I 
“ to fee you in this humour, my dear, faid Henry 
< to her; I befeech you let us always live together 
‘€ in this manner.” Fourcy was then ordered to 
fhew the patterns for the ftuffs and tapeftry. The 
king defired the queen to tell him her opinion of 
them ; and turning to me, ‘I know what yours is 
<¢ already, faid he ; but now let us fee your abftracts 
‘of accounts ?” 

Of thefe there were three, the fame number with 
the general accounts : this is a fimple fketch of this 
undertaking ; in the firft, which regarded the fu- 
perintendancy of the buildings and fortifications, 
the king found what was contained in the general 
account ; 1{t, a memorial of all the fortifications 
made in the frontiers fince the direction was in my 
hands; 2d, of all the buildings and royal houfes; 
3d, of allthe moveables, hangings, gold and filver : 
plate, which Thad colleéted forhim. The fecondcom- 
pendium, which related to the finances, was an in- 
dex to the memoirs; 1ft, of the changes and im- 
provements which I had made in all the different 
parts of the king’s finances and revenues; 2d, of 
all the gold and filver money actually in the’ treafu- 
ry ; 3d, of the improvements which I had ftill to 
make, and of the fums which I hoped to add to 
the former. The third compendium, which relat- 
ed to the office of the grand matter, fhewed the 
particulars of the general account; 1ft, of pieces 
of fix different bores, repofited in my Arfenal, and 
of all that related to the cannons; 2d, of the num- 
ber of bullets, with the means of keeping all the 
train of artillery, and employing them in good or- 
der; 3d, of the quantity of three forts of gun- 
powder commonly ufed ; 4th, of the quantity of 
arms, tools, and» inftruments of the train of artil- 
lery ; 5th, of the number of foldiers, as well gen- 
tlemen as volunteers, whom the king could si on 
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1606. foot, reckoned according to the divifion of the 
— wry~™ kingdom. 

‘That the reader may the better underftand what 
has been faid a little higher, with refpeét to Spain 
and the United Provinces, it is neceflary to fee 
what pañed this year in Flanders *. ‘The Spaniards, 
to whom the army deftined for the expedition of 
Sedan had given great umbrage, finding that they 
had nothing to apprehend from that quarter, the 
marquis Spinola fet out from Genoa on the fixth of 

May, that he might arrive in Flanders on the 19th. 
The fiege of Rhinburg, which the Spaniards under- 
took this year, was the only confiderable action per- 

* formed this campaign: at firft the befieged defend- 
ed themfelves with their ufual vigour, and made fe- . 
veral fallies, by which two Spanifh colonels loft 
their lives ; the name of one of them was Thores, 
and the other commanded the new terfe+, which 
came from Savoy. This bold defence made the 
event of the fiege appear very doubtful, at beft it was 
thought that it would be protracted a long time ; 
Spinola was of this opinion, and the king fuppofed 
that Rhimberg would not furrender before the 2oth 
of October : however, they capitulated the begin- 
ning of this month. If the courier was to be cre- ~ 
dited, who, the next day after the reduction of this 
city, was {ent by Spinola to carry the news to Ma- 
drid, and who paffed through Paris in his way, 
the befieged had not more than fix tons of powder 
left; but, it muft be confeffed, that the Dutch did 
not, upon this occafion, exert the valour they had 
done in the preceding years ; they were then indeed 
difpirited and weary of the war. The garrifon, 
which was left by the fenate to its own conduct, 
were fatisfied with obtaining, that they fhould be 
permitted to march out with all marks of ho- 


* Confult De Thou, the Mere. ufe of in two or three places of 
Franc. anno 1606, and Siri, ibid. Sully’s Memoirs, fignifies a batal- 
on this fubjeét. lion, or feveral companies of foot, 

+ The word terfe, which ismadg forming one corps, 


nour, 
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nour, fuch as carrying away their cannon, &c. 1606, 
They threw all the blame of their furrender upon wry, 
the prince of Orange, who they faid would neither 
fuccour the place, nor give any difturbance to the 
Spanifh army. . This reproach was not wholly with- 
out caufe; prince Maurice’s reputation fuffered 
greatly from the inaction he lived in during this 
fiege and the whole campaign. 

Indeed the conduct of the United Provinces 
cannot be wondered at, if we confider that they 
were reduced to fuch extremities, that it was not 
poffible for them to carry on the war much longer. 
All the letters from Buzenval and Berny * confirmed 
this truth; and public report did not exaggerate 
things inthis refpect. It was no lefs certain, that 
Spain was no longer in a condition to take advan- 
tagé of theirweaknefs. The fieges of Oftend and 
Sluys, had opened two wounds which they had ne- 
ver been able to clofe. In Flanders a peace was 
publicly talked of; and thofe who till then 
had fhown themfelves moft againft it, were, to 
their own aftonifhment, infenfibly brought to ap- 
prove of it. They now left off foliciting with ar- 
' dour the affiftance of France; or to have that re- 
liance upon our promifes as they had formerly. I 
am perfuaded, that the ftill recent remembrance 
of all the obligations they lay under to his majefty, 
was one of the chief caufes of a delay of a peace 
or a truce, which, but for that confideration, would — 
have been concluded this year. A mifunderftanding 
between the prince of Orange and Barnevelt, which 
divided the council of the States into two parties, 
contributed alfo to this delay ; the former would not 
hear of a peace, and the latter cried out againft a 
war. This oppofition was the caufe likewife that 
the council of France could take no refolutions 
with refpect to the affairs of Flanders, fince it was 


* Byulard, lord of Berny, 
not 
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1606. not poffible to ferve one party without injuring the 
way . oer: 


Buzenval returned to Paris the beginning of De- 
cember, charged with a great number of propofals. 
His majefty not well knowing what to refolve upon, 
fent him to the Arfenal, where I was confined to 
my chamber, to confer with me uponthem. | I con- 
fels I was no lefs perplexed than the king; I faw 
plainly that, if there was any refolution to be ta- 
ken, with refpect to the peace between Spain and 
the United Provinces, this was the time for it: but 
in what manner fhould we aét, or how fecond the 
defigns of a people without ftrength, without union 
amongit themfelves, and fo deftitute of advice, that, 
as it was plain, not being able to agree upon the 
choice of the deputies to be fent to his majefty, our 
own agent to them was obliged to take this com- 
miffion upon himfelf: fhall we prevail upon thefe 
provinces to fubmit to the French domination, and 
fo make their quarrel our own? But is not this to 
engage rafhly in a war with the whole houfe of Auf- 
tria, the event of which would be fo much the more 
doubtful, as the countries neceflary to be poffefied 
were at the greater diftance from our own; as we 
had yet no preparations made for entering the ter- 
ritories of our enemies, or veflels to invade them by 
fea, but thofe belonging to the States: fhall we be 
contented with receiving acertain number of towns, 
either as a fecurity, or in perpetual poffeffion, to 
indemnify us for what money and ftores we had ad- 
vanced, as Buzenval offered in their name? This 
propofal has all the inconveniencies of the firft, 
without any of its advantages; we fhould befides 
have numerous garrifons to maintain, becaufe thefe 
towns would be doubtlefs upon the frontiers, where 
the Flemings would behold us with almoft as bad 
an eye as the Spaniards themfelves, of which we 
have a very recent example, in their behaviour to 
the Englifh in the like circumftance. In whatever 
manner we difguife any refolution which ur 

| leads 
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leads to a wat with Spain, it will as infallibly bring 1606. 
England upon us, as foon as we feem defirous of —~—~ 
getting a footing, and making an eftablifhment in 
the Low Countries; but that we might have no- 
thing to fear either from the one or the other, it 
was neceffary that our firft attempt fhould be to 
make ourfelves, by one ftroke, mafters of the fea 
againft the Spaniards, and in a cafe of abfolute ne- 
ceffity, againft the Englifh likewife. I believe I 
could then have engaged my head, that having no- 
thing more to attack or defend but on the fide of the 
Meufe, Spain would have entirely loft the Low 
Countries. But what great expences, and what 
prodigious efforts muft neceflarily be made, e’er 
this could be accomplifhed ? Iam ftill perfuaded that 
we might, without giving umbrage to our neigh- 
bours, and without fuffering any greater inconve- 
nience from Spain, than complaints and murmurs; 
have ftill continued fecretly to favour the States, as 
we did at prefent: but befides that the fums we ad- 
vanced for them, muft be increafed in proportion 
as their power and firength diminifhed, al] the ad- 
vantage we could hope for from it, would be mere- 
ly to retard the peace for fome years. In the pre- 
fent ftate of things, there was no other alternative, 
but an accommodation between Spain and the Unit- 
ed Provinces, or a war between us and Spain: with 
refpect to this accommodation, there were ftill two 
parts for us to take, either to fuffer it to be made 
without our interpofition, or to appear to be the me- 
diators of it; the fecond was the moft reafonable, 
and this was in the end embraced: but at the time 
of which I am fpeaking, the king was very far 
from approving this ftroke of policy ; and, in one 
fenfe, it was that which met with moft oppofition. : 
Thefe were almoft all the reflections. I made to 
the king, who defired to know my opinion of Bu- 
zenval’s deputation. I put them in writing, be- 
caufe I was not able to wait upon his majefty : it 
was not my fault, if this paper was not entirely fa- 
are tisfactory. 
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1606. tisfaétory. We left it to time to bring matters 
y to a conclufion, but they continued in the fame 


doubtful ftate till the following year. ‘Fhe United 
Provinces made fome fmall prefents by Aérfens to 
the king and queen, ‘or which his majefty fent them 
his thanks, and made a prefent, by the queen, to 
Aérfens’s wife, of four hundred crowns in jéwels. 
Aérfens, by his mafters orders, prefented the king 
with a relation of a voyage which the Dutch had 
lately made to the Eaft Indies. 

Thave nothing more to fay of Germany, than 
that the duke of Wirtemberg found the good effects 
of the king’s protection: Montglat was his ma- 
jefty’s agent in that country; for as for Bongars, 
who was there alfo, and who had written a letter 
from Metz to me, which Henry read, becaufe it 
was open, this prince would not permit him to flay 
in that city, nor in any other place, he faid, where 
he might preach his doctrine. 

All England was thrown into: a. confternation, 
by the difcovery of a plot, carried on by the jefuits 
Garnet and Oldecorne, with feveral other Englifh- 
men, again{ft the king’s perfon; the confpirators 
having refolved to blow up his majefty and the chief 
lords of the kingdom, when they were all affembled 
in the parliament-houfe, under which they had 
lodged barrels, and prepared trains of gunpowder. 
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A LL the affairs of the kingdom were this 1607. 


year fo free from difturbance, that they UCHynwu 

afford us fcarce any event remarkable, or 
particular; but to compenfate for this they prefent 
us with a fcene which, notwithftanding its uniform- 
_ ity, is more ftriking than uncommon cataftrophes, 
in which the writer or the reader is only entertained 
with repeated acts of inhumanity or corruption, fuch 
acts as can excite no other motion than thofe of hor- 
ror and difeuft. This ftriking fcene is the plenty 
and the quiet with which all France was overfpread : 
never were there known fo many pleafures and diver- 
fions as appeared this winter in Paris and at court ; 
and the fame tokens of a happy reign were difco- 
vered likewife over all the kingdom. This happi- 
nefs, which derived its fource from the benevolent 
difpofition of Henry, reflected in its turn upon him, 
and gave him back part of the benefits he beftowed. 
Difengaged from the hurry and tumult of war, till 
the time came prefcribed by himfelf to complete the 
glory ef his reign, he had little elfe to do but to 

; refign | 
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refign himfelf to the calm pleafures of a private life, 
amongft his faithful fervants, and in his different 
palaces, which he vifited fucceffively one after the 


Other: he was dt Saint-Germains on the firft of Ja- 


nuary, whither T could not go to pay my atcuftomed 
compliments to their majefties ; the wound I had for- 


merly received in my mouth opened by an impoft- 


hume, which confined me to my houfe. His ma- 
jefty had the goodnefs to write to me, to let me 
know how greatly he was concerned for my indifpo- 
fition, and fent two of his minifters, whom he chiefly 
employed, to confer with me upon the affairs of 
government, the plan of which he always formed 
in the beginning of the year. Thefe two minifters 
were Villeroi and the keeper of the feals; for Sillery, 
whom I have already diftinguifhed by this title, had 
been aflociated by his majefty with Bellievre in the 
office of chancellor, till by the death of that mini- 
fter, which, it was forefeen, was not far off, he 
fhould fill the employment alone.  Bellievre, once 
remarkable for the ftrength of his underftanding, 
had been for fome time fo greatly altered, that it 
was neceflary to give him a fuccefor, while he was 
fill alive: he bore this aflociation fo impatiently, 
although Sillery behaved with the utmoft politenefs 
to him, as afforded a new proof of his incapacity to 
act alone *. His weaknefs increafed daily; and re- 


® “ You fee, faid he, to M. Baf- opportunity his journey to the Li- 
“€ fompierre, a man going to feek mofin afforded him for it, the great 
** his grave in Paris, Ihave ferved age and weaknefs of Bellievre not 
** as long as I was able, and now, permitting him to follow the king 
‘ when I am found no longer fit init: the chancellor faid, ‘‘ If his 
“ for fervice, Iam fent to my re- ‘© majefty would not make the feals 
** pofe, and to take care of the fal- ‘* ride poft, he would take care to 
“* vation of my foul, which the ‘ deliver them in time wherever 
doing other peoples bufinefs did ‘* his majefty fhould be. — You 
** not give me time tothink of be- ‘ feem, fir, added he, to be afraid 
*« fore : a chancellor without feals ‘ there is not ground enough in 
** is’ like an apothecary without ‘* Guienne to bury me: I amin 
** drugs.” Journal de Baffompi- ‘* good health, and have no defire 
erre. “ to live longer than I can be of 

When Henry IV. required the ‘ fervice to you; but I fhould 
feals of M. de Bellievre, in orderto ‘ think life aburden to me fhould 
beftow them on Sillery, hetook the ‘ you think fit to difcharge me.” 


turning 
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turning again to a {tate of infancy, he paid at length 1607. 
the laft tribute to nature, after having paid almoft Uw. 


all the others. 

The king came to Paris on the 2d of January, 
with a defign to carry the queen to Vigny, but I 
diffuaded him from this journey, and he contented 
himfelf with making a tour to Fontainebleau, from 
whence he returned to Paris towards the end of Fe- 
bruary, in order to goto Chantilly, which was his 
ordinary refidence during the month of March, it 
being very pleafant there in that feafon. In a letter 
he wrote to me from that place, dated March the 
8th, he tells me, that the weather there was very 
fine ; that he was every day on horfeback, and pañled 
his time very agreeably. He fixed no where, till, 
after returning to Paris on the 2oth of March, he 
fet out unmediately for Fontainebleau, where he 
ftayed the fpring. He had fine weather during his 
journey from Paris to Fleury, whither he went to 
vifit his children who were in that palace; but from 
thence to Fontainebleau the rain accompanied him 
all the way. In the letter in which his maiefty gave 


me a detail of this journey, he likewife informed me | 


that the dauphin had come a league to meet him; 
that he found him very handfome, as likewife his 
other children; that the queen, who was then with 
child, was very well in health ; and that they ex- 
pected to be very foon at Fontainebleau. ‘ Send 
‘ me the news of the city;” faid this prince, in a 
letter dated the 1ft of April. * My wife and I are 
‘ in good health, as are likewife my fon and the reft 
‘ of my children, who are the prettieft creatures in 
“ the world, and give me infinite pleafure *. 


P. Matt. tom. Il. liv. iii. p. 688. * Perefixe fays, ‘ He loved all 
This great chancellor, whofe pro- “ his children, legitimate and na- 
bity and fteadinefs were univerfally ‘ tural, with equal affe@ion, but 
acknowledged, had ferved under ‘‘ with different confideration: he 
five kings. He was the author of ‘* would not fuffer them to call 
many ufeful regulations in the ‘‘ him Monfieur; a title which 
chancery. Hediedthe sth of Sep- ‘* feems to eftrange children from 
tember, in the following year, aged ‘* their father, and to denote fer- 
78 years. He was born atl yons, ‘*-vitude and fubjeétion, but or- 
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The queen was delivered on the 16th of April, at 


Av 11 0’clock at night, of her fecond fon, who was af- 


terwards called the duke of * Orleans. Montmartin 
brought me the news of it immediately, in a billet 
from his majefty ; and almoft in the fame. moment 
I received a fecond letter from him, in which he 
commanded me to caufe the cannon to be fired. 
The birth of this prince redoubled the joy of the 
royal family; the king, who had intended to return 
to Paris at the beginning of May, thought no longer 
of quitting Fontainebleau, from whence: he only 
took a journey to vifit madam de Moret. 

Hunting was, as ufual, his favourite: diverfion : 
although this exercife is not in my tafte, yet I fhalk 
not venture to pronounce that it is not a very. agree- 
able amufement, fince fo great a number of perfons 
find an invincible attraction init. The account that 
Praflin gave me from Fontainebleau, of the parties 
his majefty had engaged in, was not very likely to 
alter my opinion of it. In one of his letters he gave 
me a relation of the manner in which his majefty had. 
{pent one day: all the morning he had. pafs’d in. 


 fowling, hunted the wolf in the “afternoon, and con- 


cluded the day with the chace of a ftag, which had. 
lafted till night, and in the midft of a fhower of rain. 
that held three or four hours; they were then fix 
leagues from any place where they could lodge, and 
were obliged to ride from thence wet through with 
rain, except the king only, who changed all his 
cloaths before he came to Fontainebleau, where he 
arrived a little fatigued indeed, but in high fpirits, 
and perfectly fatisñed, becaufe he had that day taken 
all that he had attacked. This is what princes call 
diverfion; but we muft not difpute their taftes or 
pleafures.. The preceding day’s fatigue did not pre- 
vent Henry from employing himfelf all the next 
morning in vifiting his workmen, and running from 


‘ dered them to eall him Papa, a ing in his fifth year, before he was 
‘ name of love and tendernefs.”” . baptized. 
* He had no chriftian name, dy~ 


one 
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one work-room to another. “¢ It is certain, addedPra- 1607. 
 flin, that at his return from the park he felt fome word 


“ flight touches of a fever; but this was nothing to 
‘€ him.” Henry, when he wrote to me on this 
fubje&t, fhewed himfelf a true fportfman, for he al- 
ways flightly pafs’d over his fatigues, and dwelt 
“upon what he called his fucceffes,; for example, - he 
wrote .to me, on the 20th of May, that he had 
hunted the day before with infinite pleafure, and had 
not been incommoded with the heat;. that he had 
taken his ftag very early, dined at Ponthierry at.ten 
o’clock, and at half an hour after two returned to 
Fontainebleau, where he found the queen, who had 
come to meet him. Another time he fays, in one 
of his letters, ‘I have juft taken a ftag, amidft 
‘ great heat, and with great fatisfaction.” Predo- 
minant paffions are always thought cheaply gratified, 
be the purchafe ever fo dear. 

- This prince, however, was not fo much engroffed 
by his pleafures as to neglect any of his affairs ; but 
as at that time they gave him but very little trouble, 
alt he had to do was to write to me, or fend for me 
to Fontainebleau, when he had any important affair 
to communicate to me: he fent for me and the pre- 
fident Jeannin on Eafter-Wednefday, and ordered 
his council to attend him there on the Monday after 


Eafter. He never forgot to reward any additional . 


trouble, by new inftances of his bounty; ‘I will 
** not, wrote he to me, wait for requefts from thofe 
‘€ by whom I am ferved with diligence and fidelity s 
“ you affift me fo well in my affairs, that it is fit I 
‘€ fhould affift you likewife in yours; I therefore 
** affign you twenty thoufand crowns out of the 
‘ money arifing from the extraordinary branches of 
<< my revenue: caufe the neceffary difpatches for it 
‘ to be made out.” In another letter he fays, “I 
. “ hear you are building at La-Chapelle, and mak- 
‘© ing a park there ; as a friend to builders, and as 
‘< your good mafter, I make you a prefent of fix 

N_2 ‘ thoufand 
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‘© thoufand crowns, to help you. to do fomething 
‘€ handfome there.” 

There is another fort of letters which I received 
from Henry, ‘that are far higher in my eftimation, 
fince the confidence of fo great a prince otight by a 
faithful or affectionate minifter to be preferred to 
prefents ; fuch are thofe in which he opened his heart 
to me, and confided to me his deareft interefts. In 
one of thefe letters he thus exprefies himfelf: ‘* A 
*¢ thought has occurred to me this morning, which 
‘ makes it neceffary for me to fee you, and confult 
‘ you, as the moft faithful and affectionate of all 
‘ my fervants.” It was the fame with every thing 
that happened to difturb his quiet. My fon hap- 
pened to hurt himfelf, in endeavouring to break a 


Lai 


horfe; his majefty fent a courier expretsly to know 
the ftate of his health, writing to me, that as a fa- 


ther and a mafter he took all imaginable intereft in 
it. My ion was ftill more dangeroufly ill in No- 
vember; and the king, not fatisfied with fending 
Du Laurens his firft phyfician to him, and recom- 
mending him in the moft earneft manner to his care, 
wrote to me, that I was fo dear to him, that if he 
imagined his prefence was in the leaft neceflary, he 
would come himfelf, to give me this proof of his af- 
fection ; and with great soodnefs allowed me not only 
to defer my journey to Fontainebleau for two days, 
but for all the time that I could be ufeful to my fon. 

In the unhappy affair that happened at Amiens, 
where Rambures murdered my nephew D’Epinoi, 
the king being informed of the exeeffive affliction 
into which this cruel accident had plunged the bro- 
ther of the deceafed *, fenta perfon to vifit him in 


* Of feveral fons fprung from of Gand, conftable of Flanders, 


the marriage of Peter de Melun, 
prince of Epinoi, marquis of Riche- 
bourg, and Hyppolita of Montmo- 
rency, of whom (as has been be- 
fore mentioned) M. de Sully had 
taken the guardianfhip, only two 
then remained alive ; William de 
Melan, prince of Epinoi, vifcount 


“will be mentioned hereafter: 


grand bailiff of Hainault, knight of 
the order of the golden fleece, &c. it 
was he who had the great law-fuit 
with the princefs of Ligne, which 
and 
Henry de Melun, marquis of Riche- 
bourg, his younger brother, who 
was killed by Rambures, 1 
his 
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his name, and three feveral times afterwards fent 1607. 
him compliments of condolance. Some incendia- Lu 


ries had endeavoured to animate the whole family of 
_Epinoi againft the count of St. Paul *, whom they 
accufed of having had a hand in the affaffination of 
my nephew. Saint Paul, juftly offended at thefe 
reports, came to his majefty, and, with all that ge- 
nerous confidence which innocence infpires,. cleared 
himfelf of the imputed crime, by proving that he 
was in Calais when it was committed: he fpoke of 
the unhappy victim of this cruelty and artifice with 
praifes, and with a grief fo fincere, that I myfelf 
regretted he was not at Amiens, where he faid he 
might have prevented this accident: he protefted 
that he would willingly have fhed part of his own 
blood to have preferved the unfortunate D’Epinoi: 
He afterwards complained that his enemies, befides 
the other injurious reports they had propagated, 
gave out that his majefty had refolved to have him 
examined in a court of juftice, and had promifed 
to treat him with great feverity; that I had deter- 
mined to behave to him with contempt, and get him 
prohibited from coming to Paris while I was there. 
Saint Paul ftaid three whole days in Paris, to remove 
the fufpicions that had been conceived of him. I 
thought he behaved like a brave and gallant man, 
upon this occafon; and I believe he was very well 
fatisfied with the manner in which I treated him. 


wa 


Henry was as much interefted in this affair as if it - 


had concerned him perfonaily; he cleared up the 
whole conduct of Saint Paul to me, and in a letter 
he wrote to me at that time, defired me not to give 
credit to any reports that fhould come from the Ba- 
‘file, where my enemies had no other view but to 
join a fecond misfortune to the firft. He exhorted 
me to take advantage of the confidence Saint Paul 
feemed to have in me, to prevent the affair from 
having any bad confequence. 


* Francis d’Orleans, count of St, Paul. 
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I was fill confined to my houfe by this unfortu- 


NN nate accident, when the king came to me one day to 


confer with me about fome affairs of gallantry, which 
I have forgot; all I remember is, that I exprefled 


_ myfelf in very fevere terms againft Madame d’ An- 


goulefme * and another perfon, who were principally 
concerned in it; andthat I was bold enough to re- 


- prefent to Henry, that amours, which fo little fuited 


with his age and dignity, were fo many baneful 
wounds to his glory, and probably would end in 
fomething {till more fatal. My freedom, often gra- 
cioufly received, produced nothing this time but an 
extreme rage in Henry, and drew upon myfelf the 
moft lively reproaches from him. He left my 
chamber in fuch wrath, that he was heard to fay 
aloud, and with great emotion, ‘ It is impoffible to 
St bear with this man any longer; he is eternally 
‘ contradicting me, and approves of nothing I pro- 
‘ pofe: but, by heaven, I will make him obey me; 
‘ he fhall not appear in my prefence thefe fifteen 
days.” My difgrace appeared to ail that were 
preient as a thing abfolutely refolved on. My fer- 
vants were all afflicted ; but many others, I believe, 
inwardly rejoiced at it. | 

At feven o’clock the next morning, the king came 
to the arfenal, with five or fix perfons whom he 
brought with him in his coach. He would not al- 
low my people to give me notice of his arrival; but 
walked up to my apartment, and tapped at my 
clofet-door himfelf. Upon my afking, < Who is 
** there ?’” he replied, “It is the king.” I knew 
his voice, and was not a little furprifed at this vifit. 
‘ Well, what are you doing here ?” faid he, enter- - 
ing with Requelaure, De-Vic, Zamet, La Varenne, 
and Erard the engineer; for he had occafion to 
{peak to me about the fortifications of Calais. I re- 
plied, that I was writing letters, and preparing work 
for my ieeretaries. And, indeed, my table was all 


* Charlotte de Montmorency, wife of Charles de Valois, duke of An- 
goulefme. 
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overfpread with letters and ftates of affairs, which I 160 7: 
was to lay before the council that day. ‘ And how 19 


“long have you been thus employed ?”’ faid his 
majefty.’ “ Ever fince three o’clock,” I replied. 
“ Well, Roquelaure,” faid the prince turning to 
him, ‘for how much money would you lead this 
¢ life?” < Faith, fire, not forall your treafures,” 
replied Roquelaure. Henry made no anfwer; but 
commanding every one to retire, he began to confer 
with me upon matters in which it was impoflible for 
me to be of his opinion; and this he eafily perceiv- 
ed when I told him coldly, that I had no advice to 
give: that his majefty having, doubtlefs, taken his 
refolution after mature deliberation, all that remain- 
ed to be done was to obey him, fince he was dif- 
pleafed when my fentiments happened not to agree 
with his. ‘ Oh, oh,” faid Henry, fmiling, and 
piving mea little tap on the cheek, ‘* you are upon 
“€ the referve with me, and are angry at what hap- 
‘ pened yefterday: however, I am fo no longer 
‘ with you; come, come, embrace me and live 
*¢ with me with the fame freedom as ufual; for I 
“ love you not the lefs for it: on the contrary, 
€ from the moment that you ceafe to contend with 
‘ me on occafions, where I am convinced you can- 
<< not approve my conduct, I fhall believe you no 
‘€ longer love me.” 

“It is circumftances like thefe that ferve to difcover 
the bottom of Henry’s character, and, indeed, to 
relate them is to fhew him in his faireft light. It is 
common enough to fee the minifters and favourites 
of princes fall into difgrace: it is likewife common 
to fee them deferve fuch ufage by a criminal con- 
dut. On thefe occafions, can it be faid that the 
punifhment is the confequence of a fault? this is 
feldom the cafe. ‘That which ought to be done, 
merely upon principles of juftice, is often the effect 
of caprice, levity, and ill humour ; for reafon feems 
to be equally incapable of making herfelf heard, 
DENTS ae ss FS when 
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1607. when the oppofes the Pellions, or when fhe joins 
Sy with them. 


The king afterwards converfed with me upon af- 
fairs which it is not permitted me to relate here; 
then embracing me, he bid me farewel. As he 
went out of my clofet, he told De-Vic that he had 
provided for the fortifications of Calais; and raifing 


his voice, ‘‘ There are people, faid he, foolifh e- 


<< nough.to fancy; that when I fhew any refentment 
‘ againft M. de Sully, I am really in earneft, and 
<< that it will hold a long time; but they are greatly 
se deceived : for when I reflect that he never makes 
‘6 me any remonftrances, or contradicts me but for 
my honour, my grandeur, and the advantage of 
«¢ my affairs, and “As no view to his own pt 

€ | love him the more for his freedom, and am im- 
‘ patient till I tell him that I do.” A prince wha 
underftands his own interefts, fhould thus from time 
to time give firiking marks of his efteem for the 
minifter he has made choice of ; provided that choice 
be really good, it will likewife fecure to him that of 
the public, which is a very efiential point, 

I now return to thofe afairs on which Villeroi and 
Sillery were, by the king’s order, to confer with me. 
One of the moft important related to the proteftants. 
The king having in the preceding year g cranted them 
permiffion to hold a convocation in this, they were 
fummoned to meet at Rochelle; and the deputies of 
which it was to be compofed, were appointed in the 
provincial aflemblies.. It. was from fome of thefe 
very deputies his majefty received notice that the 
article of the convocation at Gap concerning the 
Pope, of which fo much has been already faid, was 
exprefied in their papers. However ill-affected a 
part of thofe who bore the greateft fway in this af- 
fembly might be, they judged j it neceflary to fend 
three deputies to his majetty, as well upon this af- 
fair, as fome others which they knew would not be 
agreeable to him. The matter was this: they had 
determined to bring again under examination the 

queftion 
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queftion which had been already difcuffed with fo 1607. 
much warmth at the aflembly of Chatelleraut, con- —~™ 
cerning the nomination and number of the prote- 
ftant deputies-general, and the duration of their 
office, as the time for which the prefent two were 
to be employed was near expired. 

The king by fending the private deputies to me 
from Fontainebleau, where he then was, followed. 
his ufual cuftom on fuch occafions, which was to 
make me acquaint the affembly with his intentions 
as from myfelf; and from a principle of affection 
for my brethren, refolving, if he could not fucceed 
by thefe means, to make ufe of his authority. On 
. the 27th of April, my brother was fent by his ma- 
jefty to confer with me; but, as I was ftill in ex- 
pectation of feeing the king himfelf at Paris, I kept 
the deputies two or three days without giving them 
an anfwer, which I fhould have been glad to have 
concerted firft with his majefty. On the 5th of May, 
I had a letter from him, in which he told me that 
he had altered his defign of coming to Paris, and 
‘feemed impatient to know what I had done with the 
deputies. ‘ I know already, faid he, all they could 
_ * fay to you in anfwer to thofe reprefentations, 
‘ which, in the letter I fent you by your brother, 
‘ I directed you to make them. M. de La-Noue, 
‘ to whom I fpoke yefterday in the prefence of M. 
‘ de Villeroi, repeated to me the greateft part of 
‘€ what pafied. He tells me, he never faw fo many 
‘ fools in one fet of men, and named Rivet among 
‘ others. It cannot be doubted but that the depu- 
‘€ ties, before they faw you, confulted firft with M. 
‘ du Pleffis, who inftruéted them what to fay.” 

_ I wrote fuch a letter to the aflembly as his majefty 
required of me: J exhorted them not to arrogate to 
themfelves any power, with regard to the article 
concerning the general deputies, which belonged to 
the police, or the government: I reprefented to 
them that the offices of the general deputies ought 

to Jaft three years, lefs time not being fufficient to 
| give 
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1607. give them a thorough knowledge of affairs; and 
y that they ought not to content themfelves with nam- 


ing two deputies only; becaufe, as thé choice was 
not confirmed by the general affemblies till private 
ones had been firft confulted (a formality that took 


up a great deal of time) if any accident happened 


to one of thefe deputies, the party would want an 
agent with the king; therefore it, inftead of two, 
they always propofed fix to his majefty, the vacancy 
would be fupplied immediately by his naming one 
of the fix pointed to him in the lift. With regard 


to the Pope, I remonftrated to them, that by again 


urging a queftion which had been already pronounc- 
ed ufelefs and difrefpeétful to the Pope, who by his 
gentle and pacific character merited a quite different 
treatment, they ran the danger of lofing, through 
their own faults, and for a trifle of no confideration, 
that calm and happy fituation which had fo long 
been the end of their wifhes. I referred them to the 
fentiments they had formerly acknowledged, and 
concluded my letter by reprefenting to them, in the 
moft forcible manner I could, that difobedience of 
any kind to their mafter was dangerous; but that 
an unjuft and unreafonable difobedience would in- 
fallibly end in their deftruction. 

I likewife got fome other perfons, whofe influence 
with the-party I was fenfible was greater than mine, 
to write to them in the fame terms, and entreat them 
to hear, and confider with attention, the arguments 
Montmartin had to add to theirs. I fixed upon him 
to be the bearer of this letter; and his majefty on 
this occafion thought him qualified to be the inter- 
preter of his will to the affembly. I likewife made 
ufe of another motive to influence their refolutions, 
which his majefty expected would have fome weight ; 
and this was, that as the Rochellers had lately foli- 
cited the grant of two thoufand livres for their col- 
lege, I gave them to underftand that his majefty 
would judge by the refpeét and deference which they 


induced their brethren to pay to his orders, whether 


they 
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they merited this favour from him. Some days af- 1607. 
terwards, I received a letter from the king, in which weve 


he informed me, that Montmartin and the deputies 
fent by him had been indeed tolerably well received 
by the aflémbly; but that they had not fhewn all the 
refpect they ought to have done, either to the fpeeches 
of the firft, or to my letters, and thofe that were 
added to them, the authors of which had been ftyled 
in derifion, The four prophets of the church. The 
accounts Montmartin fent from time to time of the 
difpofition of the aflembly were not more to Henry’s 
fatisfaction. ‘ If this holds,” fays he in a letter to 
me, “they will be kings, and we the affemblies.” 
_ However, that party which was for the king carried 
it at laft. The zeal Montmartin exerted in this af- 
fembly was rewarded by the king with a penfion, 
although it could not be faid that his fuccefs was 
complete with regard to the obftacles he had fur- 
mounted: yet he thought he had done all that was 
poñlible to be done, fince he was able to declare to 
his majefty that his will had been obeyed. ‘ Mont- 
‘© martin,” fays Henry in a letter to me, “has taken 
‘* great pains in this affair, though to little purpofe, 
*¢ which he will not believe: he has ‘brought the 
‘ fhadow, but the fubftance remains; the article 
‘ of Gap having no more than two voices.” 

The church of Pons gave an inftance of great 
boldnefs, when by ridiculoufly applying to herfelf 
the manner of governing in religious affairs by de- 
puties-general, fhe took the liberty to name three 
 perfons to the king, Verac, Longchamp and Ber- 
tauville, to be invefted in quality of particular de- 
puties, with the government of that city. Henry 
anfwered only by his edicts: but he was not lefs of- 
fended with this infolence, than at the informations 
he received of the private conferences held together 
by Lefdiguieres and Murat; as likewife of the dif- 
refpeét fhewn by the minifter Chamier to the con- 
fiable, in paffing through Montelimar. I pau 

wards 
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1607. wards made this-minifter clear himfelf to Henry of 
y the faults that had been charged upon him. 


Towards the clofe of this year, the Rochellers 


gave the king another caufe of difguft with them, 


by. writing in a body, without his majefty’s know- 
ledge or mine, to the king of England, to demand 
the liberty of a Scotch minifter, named Melvin, who 
had been imprifoned in the Tower of London for 
having publifhed fome injurious writings againft the 
king and his council. The Rochellers had nothing 
to fay in their own defence, againft a fact which the 
minifter Primrofe himfelf, who had carried their dif- 
patches to England, confefled to his majefty, and 
was, in confideration of this confeffion, permitted 
by the king to exercife the minifterial funétions at 
Bourdeaux : but what rendered the Rochellers ftill 
more criminal, was, that they attempted to give this 
prifoner a retreat in their city, and to allow him to 
preach in their churches; which carried in it fuch an 
affectation of independence as was wholly inexcuf- 
able. The king of England did’ not require much 
entreaty to grant to a city he had an affection for, fo 
fmall a favour as the enlargement of a ftranger he was 
olad to have out of his kingdom; nor am I certain 
but that the council of London found a fecret fatif- 
faction in making the king of France ftich a prefent: 
but Henry, befides the confideration of his autho- 
rity, which was wounded by fuch a procedure, had 
the fame reafon for not receiving him into his do- 
minions, as king James had for driving him out of 
his. He fent Bullion to confer with me upon this 
affair, which was alfo the fubjeét of many letters I 
received from him, or from Villeroi by his orders. 
ft was likewife commiflioned by the’ king to demand 
from the Rochellers an explanation of this conduct, 
fo reproach them with their temerity, and to prevail — 
upon them to implore a:pardon for it of his majefty, 
who appeared perfectly fatisfied with every ftep I 
took in this affair, MG 
Among 
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Among many réal faults charged upon that city}. 1607. 
it was found that there were fome groundlefs and 4 
unproved imputations.. The jefuits being defirous 
of fending one of their fociety to preach in Rochelle, 
La Varenne, father Cotton, and fome others, chofe 
father Seguiran * for that purpofe ; and, that they 
might not hazard a refufal from his majefty, they 
applied to Beaulieu and Frefne, the two fecretaries 
of ftate, who, by their own authority, and without 
mentioning it to his majefty, delivered to this father 
letters by which he was entitled to preach in Ro- 
chelle.. The jefuit accordingly prefented himfelf at 
the city gates, and being afked who he was, replied 
boldly, ‘ I am Seguiran of the company of Jefus, 
“ who, by virtue of the king’s letters, am come to 
‘ preach in this city.” ‘* Go back again,” faid 
the fentinel very difrepectfully, ‘ we know very well 
*¢ that Jefus had no companions, and that you have 
‘< no letters from the king.” The Rochellers, with- 
out hearing more, obliged the father to go back. 
Seguiran in a rage threatened to complain to the 
king, and did not fail to keep his word. He was 
fo well feconded by his partifans at court, who, con- 

‘cealing all or part of the truth from his majefty, ex- 
ageerated the difrefpect that had been fhewn to his 
orders, in fuch a manner, that Henry in a billet, 
which exprefied great rage and impatience, defired 
I would immediately attend him at Fontainebleau. 

I found the court in an uproar, and the king fur- 
rounded by perfons who ufed their utmoft endea- 
vours to keep up his refentment. ‘* So,” faid he 
as foon as he faw me, ‘ your people at Rochelle 
‘ have acted in a ftrange manner: fee the refpeét 
‘ they fhew me, and the gratitude they exprefs for 
** the friendfhip I have difcovered for them, and 
‘ the favours they have received from me.” . He 
then related the fat to me, with an air that fhewed 
he was determined to chaftife them for the fault; 


* Gafpar Seguiran, afterwards confeflor to Lewis XIII. 


but 
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1607. but afterwards taking me afide, ‘< I have been ob- 
urr~ ‘* liged to appear angry, faid he, to filence thofe 


‘€ who are folicitous to find fomething to blame in. 
‘ my conduct. But the Rochellers have not been 
‘ entirely in the wrong; for I neither gave orders 
€ for thofe letters, nor was informed of their inten- 
“ tion to procure them; if I had, I fhould have 
“* taken care to prevent their being granted. How- 
‘ ever, you muft think of fome means to fettle this 
“ matter, without difcovering what the fecretaries 
‘€ of ftate have done; for that will produce bad con- 
“* fequences for ail their other difpatches.” | 

After fettling with his majefty what was fitteft to 
be done, I wrote to the Rochellers that it was ab- 
folutely neceffary they fhould make fome fubmiffion 
to the king, and affure him of their forrow for hav- 
ing offended him. I infinuated to them, that by a 
little obedience this affair would end advantageoufly 
for them: I affured them, that the letters had been 
granted without his majefty’s knowledge, but that 
they fhould have no farther trouble of that kind, 
and that the king would put an end to this without 
encroaching upon their privileges: and, laftly, that 
I would take all maginable care to manage their 
interefts, together with two or three of their beft and 
wifeft citizens, whom I defired them to fend to me. 
The method E took, was to procure father Seguiran 
other letters figned by his majefty himfelf, by virtue 
of which he preached at Rochelle a few days, at the 
end of which he was recalled ; a medium with which 
the jefuits themfelves did not appear diffatisfied. 

But it was extremely difficult to find one that 
would content the city of Poitiers. From the time 
that this city had been conftrained to adniit the je- 
fuits, I was fatigued with repeated complaints of 
thefe fathers from the bifhop, the lieutenant-general, 
and the principal inhabitants, either feparately or in 
a body. ‘Thefe complaints, which were not made 
by the proteftants only, but even by the catholics 
themielves, turned chiefly upon the great si 
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of partifans the jefuits had gained at Poitiers, who 1607. 
on their arrival had given them poffeffion of a col- “¥™ 


lege, and expended great fums of money upon 
houfes and furniture for them, and had even en- 
dowed them with the richeft benefices in that diftrict : 

yet that thefe fathers, who had been fettled amongft 
them upwards of two years, and during that time 
had the moft part of the youth of the city commit- 


ted to their care, had been of no advantage to them; . 


a misfortune of which they were more fenfible, hav- 
ing had before, as they alledged, good colleges, 

and excellent matters. To thefe, they added com- 
plaints of more confequence, accufing the jefuits of 
fowing diffenfions in the city, and in the whole pro- 


vince; and earneftly entreated that they might be 


recalled, anda royal college founded. It was not 
poflible for me to do them much fervice with Henry, 
who had lately carried his complaifance for the Or- 
_ der they complained of fo far, as to grant, at their 


folicitation, that his heart fhould be depofited in 


their college of La Fleche, inftead of the church of 
Notre Dame, where it was the cuftom to depofite 
the hearts of our deceafed kings. It was upon this 
_occafion that a canon of that church, meeting a je- 
fuit about the time that this diftin@ion was granted 
to his fociety, afked him which he would rather 
choofe, to put the king’s heart into La Fleche, or 
la fleche into the king’s s heart *. 

Notwithftanding the favours his majefty was every 
day fhoweting upon the jefuits, this fociety doubt- 
lefs thought thernfelites {till more obliged to the king 
of Spain, fince he continued. to fiapport all their de- 
fiens; defigns which they carried on in the king- 
dom, and everuin the midft of the court itfelf. The 
Spanifh ambaffador freely difclofed to the great num- 
ber of friends this crown had amongft us, that his 
catholic _majelty was refolved to prevent, by every 
method in his power, a king fo ‘eager het fo. pru- 


* La feche is French for an arrow, 
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1607. dent, fo able a general as Henry was, whofe repu- 
y tation was fo high, and who was fo clofely connected 


with the proteftants, from executing thofe great 
fchemes, which the money, the arms, and ammu- 


nition of all kinds he was amaffing, gave but too 


much reafon to believe he had projected; that it was 
neceffary, therefore, to prevent his taking wing, 
fince nothing could refift him in his flight, and find 
him fufficient employment within his own kingdom, 
by making ufe, for the fame purpofes as they had 
done during the league, of the enmity there was be- 
tween the two religions eltablifhed in France; that 
this was the bufinefs of all the catholics in Europe, 
whofe fears were fo much the more reafonable, as 
Henry had fhewn by the protection he had granted 
to the United-Provinces, that he knew how to weaken 
the only power capable of making any great effort 
in their favour ; and that it was, therefore, neceffary 
to act in the fame manner towards him, by endea- 
vouring to confume his forces before they undertook 
openly to procure fatisfaétion. 

In thefe difcourfes I was ftill lefs fpared than any 
other perfon. It was faid, that I had prevailed upon ~ 
his majefty to undertake greater things than. any 
other king of France had attempted for thefe five 
hundred years, and that my chief aim was the de- 
ftruétion of the catholic religion. This laft charge 
is the only one I deny; and it is, indeed, abfolutely 
falfe: but they thought themielves fufficiently au- 
thorized to load me with it, as it was the moft likely 
to make fome impreffion. I allege nothing againft 
the ambaffador without foundation. Some of the 
ecclefiaftics, whom he had confided thefe fecrets to, 
had {till love enough for their country to be offend- 
ed with fuch difcourfe; they thought they fatisfied 
fufficiently their confcience, and their honour, by 
obliging cardinal Du-Perron and his brother, to 
whom they repeated what had been faid, to fwear 
by their faith, and the holy evangelifts, that they 
would not name them. It cannot be imagined, 

that 
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all was too circumftantial. They repeated but the Le 


words of the ambaflador, who had likewife faid, 
that the affair was already fo far advanced, that it 
was no longer to be called a mere project only : for, 
that many good eccléfiaftics, and friends of his ca- 
tholic majefty, had, and did ftill labour fo effectually 
for its fuccefs, that a happy revolution was foon to 
be expected : ‘befides, it was not only in his court 
that thefe informations were given to the king. He 


received them from all foreign courts, where the Spa- 


nifh ambafladors publicly declared, that the balance 
began to lean too much on the fide of France to 
make it poffible for a peace to continue long between 
the two crowns. It was likewife added, ~ that the 
Spaniards fupported thefe difcourfes by the moft ftre- 
nuous endeavours, and the practice of every kind of 
artifice, to deprive France of her friends and allies. 
Henry, alarmed as he had good reafon to be, with 


thefe informations, which multiplied on every fide, 


had from the latter end of the laft year talked of 
them to me; and fent La-Varenne for me one morn- 
ing fo very early that I found him in bed: As foon 
as he was dreft, he took my hand, faying, “ My 
‘€ friend, I want to confer with you on fome matters 
‘ of importance. We will go into my library that 
‘© we may not be foon interrupted; for, although 
‘ | have fome touches of the gout, I fhall conti- 
‘€ nue to walk as ufual if poffible.” After relating 
to me the advices he had received, ‘‘ Well, confefs 
s< freely, faid he, that you are not grieved to find 
<< by what I have told you, your opinion confirmed, 
‘ that it is neceflary great kings fhould refolve to 
“ be either hammers or anvils; when they have 
powerful rivals, and never depend too fecurely 
<< upon a perfect tranquillity. I do not deny but 
“ that I have often contefted this point with you; 
but fince it is now clear that you were in the right, 
let us, at leaft, endeavour to reduce thefe rivals 
“ to fuch a condition, that when I am dead they 
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may not carry their defigns into execution, which 
‘¢ probably they will then find it eafier to do than 
during my life, who am well acquainted with all 
<¢ their arts. I am not fo ftupid, continued Henry, 
to take vengeance at my Own expence upon your 
huguenots for the tricks they fometimes play me ; 
they deceive themfelves greatly if they imagine I 
know not the difference between my ftrength and 
theirs, and that it is eafy for me to deltroy them 
whenever I pleafe: but I fhall not for a trifling 
offence, or to fatisfy others, weaken my ftate fo 
much by ruining them, as to become a prey to 
my enemies. I would rather give them two 
blows, than receive one from them. Therefore,” 
purfued he, rifing in his temper as he fpoke, “ fince 
‘ the malice of thefe rafcals is fo great, we muft en- 
“ deavour to prevent it; and, by heaven I fwear, 
for they have kindled my rage, if they purfue 
their plots againft my perfon and my ftate, for I 
was informed yefterday that there are defigns laid 
againft both, if they once oblige me to take up 
arms, I will do it in fuch a manner that they fhall 
curfe the hour when they difturbed my quiet. 
Therefore. make all the neceflary preparations, 
and provide arms, ammunition, artillery, and 
money in abundance; and confider of fome motto 
for this approaching year 1607, that may exprefs 
the refolutions we have juft taken; that if they 
make war on us like foxes, we will make it on 
them like lions.” I was charmed to hear the 
king talk in this manner, and obeyed his orders with 
joy. Upon the gold medals, which I prefented him 
with on the beginning of the year, was reprefented 
the temple of Janus, a lily feemed to keep the door 
fut, which was ftill further explained by this motto: 
Claufi, cavete recludam. Henry was pleafed with the 
invention, and thought I had fucceeded very well in 
expreffing his refolution not to fuffer himfelf to be 
prevented by his enemies, — 
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It was with great difficulty that he could help re- 1607. 
garding as fuch fix or feven perfons of his court, WwW™ 


againft whom, among many others, he was conti- 
nually receiving informations. The whole houfe of 
Lorraine was comprehended in thefe informations, 
which was the caufe that Henry, in a letter he wrote 
to me one day, made ufe of this expreflion: ‘* All 
‘“ the crofles of Lorraine are falfe, and I am afraid 
‘< the flowers-de-luce are not free from the conta- 
*¢ gion.” To thefe complaints his majefty often 
added reproaches on me, for appearing publicly to 
have ftronger connexions with thofe princes than was 
confiftent between perfons whofe principles were fo 
different. ‘Tho’ I looked upon the injurious reports 
that were made of mefficurs de Lorraine to be abfo- 
lutely falfe,; yet I thought I owed fo much complai- 
fance to my prince as to mention them to one of the 
family, who might give him the moft caufe for un- 
eafinefs. I did fo, and in return received affurances 
of obedience and attachment fo apparently fincere, 
that I thought myfelf under an obligation to unde- 
ceive his majefty in this refpect. I entreated him to 
do me the juftice to believe that I would, without 
hefitating a moment, break off any connexion which 
appeared to me in the fmalleft degree prejudicial to 
his authority; and fince he permitted me to offer 
him my advice upen this head, I reprefented to him, 
that even his own intereft required I fhould not 
abandon the perfon of whom he complained : for 
although it fhould be fuppofed, that he concealed 
from me fome part of his fentiments, yet, while I 
continued to preferve fome influence over him, I 
was very certain he would never carry his difcontent 
fo far as to be guilty of any breach of his duty to- 
wards him; and that it appeared abfolutely necef- 
_fary to me, in order to prevent giving any appre- 
henfions to perfons who would be fo much the more 
affected with an imputation of difloyalty, as they 
deferved it lefs, to be filent, and wait for a full dif- 
covery with patience, 
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With regard to thofe other perfons who were com- 


cs prehended in this accufation, the king told me no- 


thing of which I had not been informed before him ; 
but whenever I endeavoured to fearch into the bot- 
tom of thefe reports, I was always convinced there 
had been but little foundation for them. I was like- 
wife fo well acquainted with the motive that had 
induced thefe liars to propagate their flanders, that 
at length I took a refolution to give credit to none 
of them ; and heard them without reply name feve- 
ral perfons whom they found a malignant joy in a- 
bufing : not but it was certain, that the Spanifh party 
at court was very confiderable; I have been the firft 
to acknowledge this truth, and none knew better 
than myfelf thofe who profeffed themfelves friends 
to it: but what probability was there, that in this 
affociation, which they would endeavour to keep 
fecret, they fhould introduce perfons who were known — 
to have a long and invincible averfion to it ? 

To this Henry anfwered, that it was ftill very 
dangerous that there never fhould be any confpiracy 
in the ftate, which they did not entertain hopes of | 
engaging the nobleft and greateft part of the court 
to join; and again repeated his importunities, that 
I would difcover and prevent thofe fuppofed plots. 
Although I agreed with him in his maxim, yet I 
oppofed it by another which fecmed-no lefs incon- 
teftable, that he ought not to think of punifhing 
thofe crimes, as yet barely formed in the imagina- 
tion, and carried no farther than wifhes ; * but only 
to be ftriétly attentive to prevent their maturity, by 
feparating, as if without defign, thofe feeds that 
give rife to them. And this ought always to be the 
bufinefs of the minifter rather than the mafter. But 
at moft, what could thefe people, reprefented in 
fuch dreadful colours, be able to perform ? It was 
by this reflection that I endeavoured to calm the 
mind of the king : Was not his fingle perfon more 
formidable than a thoufand of theirs? and were not 
his fervants, whom he knew to be faithful, a fecure 
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defence againft his enemies ? Hehry had no enemies 
among them whom he could not, by a fingle word, 
make tremble; and during his life, there was no 
reafon to/apprehend that the peace of the govern- 
ment would be difturbed by any revolution. 

This is almoft all that pañled on the occafion, be- 
tween his majefty and I, either by meffages or let- 
ters, which he often fent me by the duke of Rohan. 
Henry at length followed the advice I gave him, 
which was to trace this bufinefs through bye-paths, 
and act with policy rather than force. I did not be- 
hold this employment in the fame light with others 
that the king had charged me with in his court: I 
took feveral journies thither on this account, and 
negleéted nothing which I thought capable of diffi- 
pating thefe malignant vapours. I even offered his 
mayefty to devote to it all the time he permitted me 
to fpend at my houfes in the country, and to purfue 
my enquiries, without ceafing, near him: I agreed 
with him that the letters I fent him on this fubject 
fhould be written in a cypher which it was not pof- 
fible for any other to underftand, or counterfeit: I 
fent Defcartes to Barrault to give him inftructions 
concerning every thing it was neceffary he fhould do 
and fay at Madrid, both upon this fubjeét and feve- 
ral others, among which was the affair relating to a 
memorial that was prefented by the Spanifh tecre- 
tary, on the fifth of April, to the king at Fontaine- 
bleau. | 

In this memorial, his majefty was requefted to 
give orders for reftoring to the Spaniards a certain 
capture made by Grammont, and of which he had 
refufed to make reftitution, without a command 
from his majefty. To fettle this affair all that was 
neceffary was a perfect knowledge of the law relat- 
ing to fhipwrecks; for the capture was of that na- 
ture. The Spanifh minifter maintained that this law 
had nothing to do with veflels and pieces of ord- 
_ nance, which belonged immediately to kings and 
fovereign princes, and of which they were actually 
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1607. making ufe. Neither the law which was quoted, 
iA nor the matter in difpute, feemed fo clear to the 


council, as Spain would have had it. Villeroi re- . 
plied, that when the famous fleet fent by the de- 
ceafed king of Spain againft England was difperfed 
in the Channel, they had, indeed, procured the 
wrecks that came to Calais to be reftored ; but that 
this reftitution was looked upon as a matter of fa- 
vour rather than right, The king referred it to me 
to decide this queftion, by the authority and exam- 
ples of the archives of the monarchy. 

The proceedings this year in Flanders, between 
Spain andthe United Provinces, will appear to have 
confequences very different for us. From the be- 
ginning of the campaign, fome hopes were con- 
ceived, that a peace would be ftill delayed for a 
confiderable time longer. Du-Terrail attempted to 
furprize the town of Sluys for the Spaniards: he 
opened himfelf a paffage by petarding, and advanced 
fo far at the head of the foldiers, which had been 
given him by the archduke for this enterprize, that 
he would, doubtlefs, have taken the place if he 
had been better fupported; but his foldiers being 
feized by a fudden panic, fled: and thus abandoned 
he was obliged to retire, without drawing any ad- 
vantage from his affault. The prince of Orange 
attacked Antwerp, and fucceeded no better. So 
much pufillanimity ferved only to fhew that both 
parties had forgot how to make war; and gave 
more weight to propofals for a peace, which were 
then publicly made. An averfion fo deeply rooted 
as that of the Dutch for Spain, infpired them with 
a defire to make a lait attempt (by the fame method 
they had ufed the preceding year) to prevail upon us 


. to make their caufe our own. And this was the 


offer of a certain number of their beft towns in 
hoftage. | 
I believe I have not related what pañed in the 
council upon this occafion. It was there alledged, 
that it was unreafonable to expect the king fhould 
every 
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every year expend two millions for the fervice of the 
States, without drawing any advantage from it: 
that the example fet by queen Elizabeth afforded us 
a very ufeful leffon : and that the Dutch had reafon 
to think themfelves happy, if we affifted them upon 
the fame conditions. There was nothing furprifing 
in this opinion of the council, except its being fup- 
ported, as it was obferved, only by the zealous ca- 
tholics ; thofe very catholics who would have fa- 
crified every thing for the fuccefs of their project to 
unite France and Spain. Probably it will not be 
eafy to guefs what end thefe counfellors purfued by 
meafures in appearance fo contradictory to each o- 
ther. ButI fhall explainit : they were far from be- 
lieving the offers of the Dutch as fincere as they 
really were ; and, in their opinion, there needed no 
more to create difcord between the king and the 
ftates, than to accept their propofition. It was, 
therefore, refolved to accept it, while I difcovered 
no otherways my diflike of this meafure than by re- 
fufing my voice. 

However, it fell out quite contrary to their ex- 
pectations. The council of the United-Provinces * 
received this overture gladly, and confented to give 
the king fix towns in hoftage, which he fhould chufe 
himfelf, provided he furnifhed them with two mil- 
lions, and a certain quantity of powder, and fa- 
voured as formerly their levies of foldiers in France. 
Buzenval, as has been already obferved, being re- 
turned the preceding winter, fignified this refolu- 
tion to our counfellors, who in the perplexity they 
were caft into by it, knew no longer either what to 
fay, or what determination to take. And I am of 
opinion, that inftead of mortifying I did them a real 


* There can be no doubt but the 
United-Provinces, at that time, 
really defigned, not only to put 
themfelves under the proteétion of 


France, but even to fubmitto its 


fovereignty. See their deliberation 
on this affair in Vittorio Siri (Mem. 
Recond, vol. J. page 418): but 


\ 


fince it was neceffity alone which 
compelled them to it, this-difpofi- 
tion could not be very fincere ; nor 
would they have continued in it 
long. J apprehend the beft mea- 
fures which could be followed, 
were thofe the duke of Sully pre- 
vailed on the council to take. 
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1607. fervice, by fhewing them, as I did in full council, 
vs) with what precipitation they had formed their firft 


refolves : I convinced them, that the different fup- 


- plies granted voluntarily each year by his majefty to 


the ftates, did not amount to near fo large as that 


they now demanded of him: that the towns they 


offered were not upon examination a fufficient fecu- 

rity for our money. In a word, I taxed, with ftill 
more fatisfaétion on their part than my own, all the 
arguments they had urged with ignorance and ab- 
furdity. This was an extraordinary council com- 

pofed of the king, the count of Soiffons, the chan- 
cellor Bellievre, Sillery, Chateau-neuf, Villeroi, 
Chateau-vieux, as captain of the guards, and my- 
felf. No one having any thing to reply, it was no 
longer debated whether the offered towns fhould be 
accepted ; and we confined ourfelves to the former 
terms of friends and allies of the United-Provinces, 
either offenfive or defenfive ; the pretext of which, 
as exprefled in the treaty, for the ftates would have 
it one, was to make peace between them and the 
king of Spain. 

_ The ftates, to whom this artful management gave 
a fair colour for throwing the blame upon us, would 
not admit the change; but abfolutely declared, that 
fince they were refufed the money they had occafion 
for, after having been promifed it, they were reduced 
to the neceflity of making peace with their enemy, 

and that we fhould fee it concluded immediately. 

This was not what his majefty expected, who had 

promifed himfelf he fhould he able to keep things 

as they were a confiderable time longer, by giving 

the Dutch the fame fupplies and affiftances as ufual ; 

and had for that purpofe advanced them the fum of 
fix hundred thoufand livres at the beginning of the 
year: but they took his money without altering their 


defign of a ceflation of arms. And it was appa- 


rently to prevent the reproaches they had reafon to 
expect from us, that we were again importuned 
with the fame propofals of towns given in hoftage, 

and 
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and of fubmiffion to the French domination, which 
they knew we had no inclination to accept. The 
likewife endeavoured to get a more confiderable fum 
of money from us. Aërfens, on his return to Pa- 
ris the beginning of April, had the affurance to de- 
mand a farther fum of two hundred thoufand livres. 
Henry had his revenge; but, although he refufed 
Aërfens, he neglected no other means to prevail 
upon the ftates to fufpend their refolution of an ac- 
commodation, notwithftanding, he faid, that from 
that moment it was but too clear to him that the 
point was already fixed on amongit them. 


Preaux and Ruffy had already been commiffioned , 


by the king to make fome reprefentation to the 
ftates upon this fubjec&t. His majefty, who looked 
upon it as a piece of neceflary policy to have fome 
perfon, on his part, to affift at the general aflembly 
of the ftates, which had been fummoned to meet on 
the 6th of May, andin which they were to appoint 
deputies to acquaint him with their motives for a- 
greeing to a ceffation of arms, thought proper to 
order me to fend Buzenval thither again with the ut- 
moft fpeed, and affociated Jeannin with him in the 
commiffion. ‘Their inftructions differed but little 
from thofe which had been given to La-Boderie * 
on the fubject of the fufpenfion of arms. I de- 
livered to Buzenval his appointments, as formerly, 
for fix months, comprehending only the expences 
which Franchemen, his fecretary, might have been 
at in his mafter’s abfence. 

Affairs were in this fituation when we heard the 
news of a great naval victory gained, on the + 25th 
of April, by the fleet of the United-Provinces, 
over that of the Spaniards; and almoft immediate- 
ly after, Buzenval fent us a relation of it, which 


* Antony Le-Fevre de La-Bo- the ation ; but of little moment. 
derie. See De Thou, book cxxxviii. Le 
+ Other hiftorians fay, Monday Merc. Frans. anno 1607, and 
30th of April: there are alfo fome other hiflorians, 
other differences in the accounts of 
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1607. Was as follows: Alvarès Avila*, the Spanifh ad- 
es miral, was ordered to cruife near the Streights of 


Gibraltar, to hinder the Dutch from entering the 
Mediterranean, and to deprive them of the trade 
of the Adriatic. The Dutch, to whom this was a 
moft fenfible mortification, gave the command of ten 
or twelve veflels to one of their ableft feamen, named 
Heemfkerk +, with the title of vice-admiral, and or- 
dered him to go and reconnoitre this fleet, and at 
tack it. Avila, tho’ already near twice as ftrong 


as his enemy, yet provided a reinforcement of 


twenty fix great fhips, fome of which were of a 
thoufand ton burden, and augmented the number 
of his troops to three thoufand five hundred men. 
With this acceffion of ftrength, he thought himfelf 
fo fecure of victory, that he brought a hundred and 
fifty gentlemen along with him only to be witneffes 
of it. However, inftead of ftanding out to fea, 
as he ought to have done, with fuch certainty of 
fuccefs, he pofted himfelf under the town and caftle 
of Gibraltar, that he might not be obliged to fight 
but when he thought proper. 

Heemfkerk, who had taken none of thefe precau- 
tions, no fooner perceived that his enemy feemed to 
fear him, than he advanced to attack him, and im- 
mediately began the moft furious battle that ever 
was fought in the memory of man. It lafted eight 
whole hours. The Dutch vice-admiral, at the be- 
ginning, attacked the veffel in which the Spanifh 
admiral was, grappled it, and was ready to board 
her. À cannon-ball, which wounded him in the 
thigh foon after the fight began, left him only an 
hour’s life, during which, and till within a moment 
of his death, he continued to give orders as if he 
felt no pain. When he found himfelf ready to ex- 
pire, he delivered his fword to his lieutenant, o- 
bliging him, and all that were with him, to bind 
themfelves by an oath, either to conquer or die, 


* D. John Alvarés d’Avila + Jacob Heemfkerk, 
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The lieutenant caufed the fame oath to be taken by 160%, 
the people in all the other veflels, where nothing su 


was heard but a general cry of Viffory or death. 
At length, the Dutch were victorious: they had 
loft only two veffels, and about two hundred and 
fifty men: the Spaniards loft fixteen fhips, three 
were confumed by fire; and the others, among 
which was the admiral’s fhip, run aground. Avila, 
with thirty-five captains, fifty of his volunteers, 
and two thoufand eight hundred foldiers, loft their 
lives in the fight; a memorable action, which was 
not only the fource of tears and affliction to many 
widows and private perfons, but filled all Spain 
with horror. 

This, indeed, was finifhing the war by a glori- 
ous ftroke ; for the negotiations were not laid afide, 
but were probably pufhed on with the greater vi- 
gour for it, At firft, they would have had them 
confidered as meafures propofed only by the mar- 
quis Spinola, or, at moft, by the archduke, with- 
out any mention made of the king of Spain: and 
fome perfons were weak enough to believe, that the 
whole affair was conducted without the participation 
of his catholic majefty. But a very little reflec- 
tion would have convinced them, that it was not at 
all probable, that either Spinola or the archduke 
would have ventured to negotiate with the mortal 
enemies of Spain, either for a peace or a truce of 
any length, for both were talked of, without, at 
leaft, the fecret confent of the king of Spain, or of 
thofe that governed him. This prince had already 


refolved upon it, as afterwards appeared; and if 
any perplexity was obferved, it proceeced either 
from the nature of the bufinefs itfelf, or from the 
dilatorinefs of the council of Madrid; or, perhaps, 
from thofe to whom, for form’s fake, he thought 
himfelf obliged to communicate his refolution, 
which was not without fome danger for Spain, 
and confequently only taken up through an urgent 
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That this peace would, and would not, be 2- 


= greed to, was obftinately debated in France till the 


very moment that it was concluded. The king 
wrote me his opinion of the difpatches he received 
from the Low-Countries, and fent them regularly 
to Villeroi, Sillery, and me, to be examined in a 
kind of council. The moft important of thefe dif- 
patches was that which he received the latter end of 
May, importing, that in Flanders they waited for 
nothing to conclude the articles, but a promife from 
the king of Spain to fatisfy whatever fhould be de- 
termined by the archduke, or by Spinola and the 
Dutch agents: that the marquifs’s fecretary, who 
had pafied through Paris fome days before, was 
gone to require this engagement, with the revo- 
cation of Don Diego D’Ibarra, which it was faid he 
had actually procured. To the account of which 
Henry gave me of thofe proceedings, in a letter he 
wrote to me from Monceaux, the 24th of May, I 
anfwered, that he might look upon the ratification 
of Spain as a thing abfolutely certain, and confe- 
quently the peace or a long true: that apparently 
it would be under this laft title, as moft proper to 
conceal the fhame of the Spaniards, that the agree- 
ment would be made. To which I added, agree- 
able to what I had faid before, that Spain yielded to 
neceffity, taking it for granted that fhe did not, un- 
der this ftep, conceal a fnare by which fhe hoped 
one day to regain all that fhe now facrificed to the 
exigence of her affairs. 

Spinola’s fecretary had no commiffion for the 
fcheme of ratification, as had been reported ; for 
otherways it would certainly have arrived at Flan- 
ders, and even at Paris, before the end of July, as 
Henry had expected: either new obftacles were 
raifed, or Spain, for other reafons, thought proper 
to delay it for fome time longer, fince it appeared 
not to be dated till the 18thof September. I was 
among the firft that knew it, from the archduke’s 
ambaffador, who afterwards caufed the report | 
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be fpread at Paris, with circumftances very favour- 
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able for the Spaniards, which Henry would not be- Craw 


lieve. ‘The Spaniards, faid he, if it had been true, 
would not have been fo long without faying it, I 
wrote him at Fontainebleau, an account of what 
the ambaflador had faid to me upon this fubject , 
and my anfwer to him, the plainnefs of which 
highly pleafed his majefty. The firft difpatch that 
was expected from Holland, and which came, at 
length, onthe 14th of October, fhewed us exactly 
what we ought to think of this paper, which was 
wifhed for with fo much impatience. 

By this his catholic majefty not only approved 
of the treaty for the fufpenfion of arms, which 
had been made by the archduke, but likewife en- 
gaged his royal word to ratify all that fhould be 
concluded by this prince, or his agents, with the 
council of the United-Provinces, either for a peace 
or a long truce, leaving the choice to them, as if 
it had been fettled and concluded by himfelf. He 
promifed to ufe his whole authority in enforcing the 
ftriét obfervation of it throughout all his dominions, 
under a great penalty ; providing only, that if no- 
thing fhould be concluded upon by the negotiators, 
the prefent treaty fhould be deemed null, and nei- 
ther of the parties be capable of demanding any 
other right from it, than that which they had before; 
and that every thing fhould remain in the fame flate 
they were at the time of the prefent ratification. 
It was written and figned in Spanifh, 7% e/ Rey, 
and in a placart, with which the ftates were offend- 
ed: but they were well enough fatisfied with the 
form, except only that they ftill objeéted to thefe 
words ; Without prejudicing the rights of the par- 
ties, which were expreffed upon the fuppofition that 
nothing would be concluded. Theyraifed fill more 
difficulty about its being ftipulated, that the prefent 
regulation fhould take place, as well with regard to 
religion, as to policy and government ; believing 
that this claufe was inferted to difpute with them the 
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rights of real fovereigns of the ecclefiaftic police : 


Ur but the paper was, by the deputies from France and 


England, whofe advice they afked concerning it, 
judged fit to be received. Jeannin, who fought 
to make the name of his mafter as confiderable as 
he could, told him, that the king would never be 
brought to approve of their breaking off the treaty 
for a trifle, after having acceded to all, when, if 
the matter was well confidered, it would be found 
that they engaged for nothing more than what they 
had themfelves a defire to do. Therefore, it was 
his advice to them, that all the favours they grant- 
ed to the catholics in their republic, fhould appear 
rather to proceed from themfelves, or through the 
interpofition of his moft chriftian majefty, than by 
virtue of a contract made with the archdukes and 
with Spain. 

This was the ratification that made fo much 
noife*. Henry, when he fent me a copy of it by 
young Lomenie, wrote to me in thefe words: ‘* Time 
‘€ will unfold to us what advantages either party 
‘€ will draw from it. Prince Maurice already talks 
€ asif he would not receive it; and that it would 
‘€ likewife be rejected in Zealand.” The truce, 
in which this negotiation ended at laft, was neither 
completed nor publifhed till the beginning of the 
year 1609, many different obftacles having kept it 
fufpended during the whole courfe of the year 1608. 
But not to anticipate matters, let us content our- 
felves with faying that in this it produced a total 
ceffation of hoftilities, during which they ferioufly 
negotiated a peace. The king {till kept Jeannin 
and Prieux + at Holland. The king of Englard 


* See De-Thou, Le Merc. Franc. in France as in other nations. “ To 
and other hiftorians, anno 1607; ‘* do honour to his worth and me- 
and alfothe 9981 vol. of the king’s ‘ rit, fay the Memoires de l’Hif- 
MSS. which contains many curious ‘ toire de France, the ftates-gene- 
pieces on the affairs of the United- ‘* ral defrayed the expences of his 
Netherlands. ** funeral, which was performed 

+ Monf. de Buzenval died at ‘* with the fame pomp and cere- 
Leyden, the 23d of September; ‘* mony as the prince of Orange's 
a man of great reputation, as well ‘* had been.”’ 
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had alfo a deputy refiding there. His conduct, 1607. 
with thofe people, fufficiently made known his cha- VV 


racter, fuch as I have already painted it. There 
was nothing to hinder him from humbling a power 
which was odious to him: France, although fhe 
could fubfift without her neighbours better than any 
other crown, pointed out the way to him, and of- 
fered to fhew the example: but what can be ex- 
pected from perfons who neither know how to feize 
opportunities as they offer, to execute any thing 
boldly, or even to defire any thing with fteadinefs ? 

Upon notice given by De-Vic, that in contempt 
of treaties, and notwithftanding repeated declara- 
tions from the archdukes, our neighbours continu- 
ed building the fort of Rebuy, which would be foon 
in a condition of defence; the king fent orders to 
that vice-admiral to fend fome troops thither, who 
furprifed the workmen, and threw down all that they 
had built, without killing or wounding any perfon 
whatever. ‘Our neighbours,” faid Villeroi, ina 
letter to me, ‘* have reafon to be offended: but it 
¢¢ is better that they fhould be petitioners and com- 
‘€ plain, than that we fhould.” 

The Grifons, at length, determined to fhew the 
Spaniards fomewhat lefs refpeét, after having too 
long fubmitted to footh and court them. The ef- 
forts which were made by the mutineers amongtt 
them, to banifh the proteftants, and reduce the 
whole country to the Spanifh yoke, ended ina real 
fedition, in which the fenate difcovered, that the 
count of Fuentes had made the bifhop of Coire 
and his adherents play the chief parts, by means of 
two penfioners of Spain, who bore ail the punifh- 
ment: they were feized and delivered up to the fe- 
cular power, which performed a fpeedy and exem- 
plary piece of juftice upon them. The Leagues, 
at the fame time, caufed the articles of Milan to 
be cancelled, the fole tye that bound them to Spain, 
and folemnly confirmed their alliances with France, 
and the Venetians: after this bold ftroke, the Gri- 
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1607. fons became more than ever fenfible how neceflary 
y the advice and affiftance of his moft chriftian maje- 


fty was to them. The courier, who came to make 
thefe two requefts, brought this good news in fix 
days after he quitted the Valteline. 

Although the count of Fuentes, in public, talked 
of nothing but revenging his mafter, and affected to 
make great preparations in Germany and Switzer- 
land; yet France was not alarmed, being perfuaded, 
that if, by thefe vain threats, he could drive off any 
decifion concerning the affair of the Valteline, he 


would not infift very obftinately on that of the two 


penfionaries, and of the cancelled articles. The 
emperor * had fufficient employment upon his hands 
in his own dominions: having attempted to deprive 
the proteftants of Tranfilvania of liberty of con- 
fcience, a Tranfilvanian, named Boftkay, had put 
himfelf at their head, and handled the imperial 
troops fo roughly, that the emperor, being appre- 
henfive that the male-contents would be joined by 
the Turks, found himfelf obliged to leave thofe 
people in quiet, and'to grant to Boftkay the lordfhip 
of the country. 

With regard to the Swifs cantons, Spain had rea- 
fon to believe, that the Leagues would not have 
acted in the manner they had done, without the con- 
currence of thofe cantons which were in alliance 
with the duchy of Milan. 

The king gave the Grifons to underftand, that he 
would not abandon them: he made the fame pro- 
mife to the little republic of Geneva, which he 
thought might be of fome ufe to him in his great 
defigns; he fent her money to maintain her forces, 
and to make a plentiful provifion of ammunition. 
His majefty did ftill more; for he fent letters to 
Geneva, filled with expreffions of his.regard for that 
city, by Boiffe, colonel of the regiment of Navarre, - 
and governor of the city and caftle of Bourg, and 


* Rodolph, 


of- 
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“offered them this officer to affift thé in the conduct 4 607. 
_ of their enterprizes ; and did not fcruple to commu- Pano 


nicate to them his defign of making Geneva a ma- 
gazine of cannon, and all kinds of warlike ftores ; 
as well to ferve their occafions, as thofe which his 
 majefty might have for them in thofe cantons. On 
the 2 rt of | April, the republic returned the king an 
anfwer full of acknowledgements for the teftimonies 
he gave them of his goodnefs, and promifes of giv- 
‘ing him the moft exact informations of whatever 
their common enemies might practife againft them. 
Notwithftanding thefe mutual good offices between 
the king and the republic of Geneva, Henry did 
not break with the duke of Savoy; but, on the 
contrary, the count of Garmare, envoy from this 
prince, having taken leave of the king at Fontaine- 
bleau, the latter end of Oétober, with an intention 
to repafs the Alps, with the marquis De-Beuillaque, 
ibid from the grand duke of Tufcany, without 
taking their rout through Paris (at leaft as the king 
thought) his majefty wrote to me, defiring that I 
would fend him two crochets of precious ftones, each 
valued at a thoufand crowns, to prefent them with. 


England was not without her troubles this year. - 


His Britannic. majefty, after. putting to death the 


two jefuits, Garnet and Oldicorne, the chief actors 


in the plot laid againft his perfon, which has been 
already. mentioned in the preceding year, thought it 
_neceffary to have the oath: of fidelity again admini-~ 
ftred to all his fubjectsy. which was done with fome 
Circumftances derogatory to the honour and power. 
_of the Pope, on whom this prince laid the blame of 
the plot. This fo highly offended his holinefs, that 
he fent a brief into England, by which all the ca- 
_ tholics there were prohibited from taking this oath. 

The holy father was juft then happily. delivered 


from the perplexity into which his quarrel with the . 


Venetians had thrown him : the king terminated this 


affair to the fatisfaction of both parties, by thecar-. 


* dinal Joyeufe, LS in the month of April, fent his 
Vozs IV: equerry 
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equerty to his majefty, with the news.and.the con- 


ditions. ‘The republic *, making the firft advances, 
as became them, refigned, through the interpofition 
of the French ambaflador, the two ecclefiaftics who 
were prifoners, into the hands of a perfon appointed 


by the Pope to receive them, without any protefta- 


tion that could be difpleafing to his holinefs,. They, 


_likewife, revoked all they had done againft the in- 


> . . D 
terdiét, upon his majefty’s affuring them, that the 


Pope would afterwards recal this interdict in the moft 
gracious form.’ All .this was effected by cardinal 
Joyeufe, without any farther interpofition of the. 
Spanifh ambafiadors, than what he thought fit to 
allow. them, which greatly enhanced the glory his 
majefty acquired by this reconciliation +. Henry, 
being. defirous of giving fome gratuity to cardinal 
Aldobrandin, left the manner of it to me: as I had 
fome reafon to believe that his eminence would. be 
better pleafed with money than rings and jewels, I 


decided for a penfion rather than a prefent. 


* According to other hiftorians, 
the doge and fenate would not give 
the Pope any fatisfaétion ; nor re- 
ceive abfolution, much lefs fue for 
it. And Paul V. was extremely 
mortified at the indifference where- 
with what he would have had e- 
fteemed as a favour, was received 
at Venice, Frefne-Canaye faid, on 
his returning from his embaffy, that 
the Pope was treated with no more 
refpeét at Venice than at Geneva. 
It is certain, at leaft, that all his 


-endeayours to reftore the jefuits 


were ufelefs. ‘ This affair, fays 


“6 Monf, de Péréfixe, retarded the © 


accommodation forfome months, 
€ and was near breaking it off en- 
€ tirely: forthe Pope, confidering 
‘€ they had been driven out on his 


6 account, abfolutely infified, that : 


cs the fenate fhould reftôte them 
«© their houfes and effets : the fe- 
ce mate, on the contrary, were ob- 
6 ftigatcly refolved to rifque every 
4 # 


thing rather than confent to it, 
“ At laft, the Pope, perfuaded by 
the eloquence of the cardinal de 
Perron, conceived it would be 
more advifeable to make fome 
conceffions in this point, than to 
run the hazard of embroiling all 
chriftendom ; fo that they re- 
mained banifhed from the Veng- 
tian territories, Pope Alexan- 
der VII. by his interceflion, has 
‘€ re-eftablifhed them there.” Pé- 
réfixe, Journal de L’ Etoile, Me- 
moires pour l'Hiftoire de France, 


Mercure François, Matthieu, &c. 


anno 1607, 

+ ‘‘ It was I; faid Henry IV, 
‘ who made the peace of Italy.” 
The Mercure François obferves, 


that, Francis de Caftro, and Don 


Inigo de Cardenas, Minifters from 


. Spain at Rome, in vain endeavour- 


ed to prevail on the Pope to ap- 
point cardinal Zapula. affociate to 
cardinal de Joyeufe, anno : 607. 


Carcinal 
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are 


. Cardinal Barberin, returning to Rome from his 1607. 
nunciature, thought himfelf fo much obliged to me UNSS 


for the fervices I had rendered him, that he talked 
of them publicly in terms of the higheft acknow- 
ledgment, which, in the month of November, pro- 
cured me a moft obliging brief from Paul V. : His 
holinefs, at leaft, made this a pretence for writing 
to me, and recommending the perfon who was to 
fucceed Barberin to my favour, who was the elu of 
the church of Mont-Politian. I fhall not relate here 
either the acknowledgments made me by his holi- 
nefs, or the praifes, kind offers, and other civilities 


with which his letter was filled, fince this would be. 


only to repeat what I have already faid, on occafion 
of the brief fent me formerly by Clement VHI. both 
-which contained the moft earneft entreaties, and moft 
pathetic exhortations, to induce me to embrace the 
Roman catholic religion. I anfwered Paul V. in 
the fame manner as I had done his predeceffor, in 
terms the moft polite, refpectful, and fatisfactory, I 
could imagine; except only, that I obferved a pro- 
found filence upon the article of my change of reli- 
eion. | 

~ But let us now return from this detail of foreigrt 


affairs to thofe of the government, and begin with 


the finances, after having premifed, in the firft place, 
that the finances of Navarre * were this year reunited 
to thofe of France; fo that we fhall no longer treat 
*of them feparately. And, fecondly, that the long 


ftay his majefty made in his palaces without Paris, - 


and at a diftance from his council, was the caufe 
that almoft all bufinefs was tranfacted by letters. 


* The author here undoubtedly 
means to fpeak of the ediét, tho’ it 
was not paft till 1609, whereby the 
Demefnes, and all the eftates whith 
belonged to Henry IV. as king of 
Navarre, and which, till that time, 
» had alwaysbeen kept feparate from 
the crown of France, becaufe that 
prince had granted the income 
thereof to his fitter Catherine, were 


umited to it in an unalienated per- 
petuity, &c. Thefe eftates com- 
prehend the duchies of Vendôme 
and Albret; the earldom of Foix, 
Armagnac, Bigorre, Gaure, Merle, 
Beaumont, La Ferre, the vifcounty 
of Limoge, and other rights and 
revenues, See the above mention 
ed hiftorians. 
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‘1607. His majefty chofe rather to take this trouble upon 
a him, than to obligé his fecretaries and other people 


in office, to do bufinefs near his perfon. He, like- 
wife, granted the fame indulgence to thofe whofe 


employments, tho’ of another kind; required their 
‘attendance on him. His majefty’sdervice was never 


lefs troublefome or expenfive to the inferior officers 
of the crown < Ns 

The king, at a vifit he made mein the fera 
{peaking of the regulations to be made in the finan- 
ces for the prefent year, defired I would give him a 
fummary account of all the money I had” paid fince . 


I had governed the finances, to the’perfons named 


in the following calculation, which I prefented to 
him, eight days afterwards, in this form: To the 


-Swifs cantons, and leagues of the Grifons, feven- 


teen millions three hundred and fifty thoufand livres; 


— ebt to England in money given to the United Pro- 


vinces, fix ‘millions nine hundred and fifty thoufand 


‘livres; to feveral princes of Germany, four millions. 
‘eight hundred and ninety feven thoufand livres ; to 


the grand duke of Tufcany, and other Italian prin- 
ces, eighteen thoufand livres; to Gondy, Zamet, 
Cenamy, and other contractors, for debts due upon 
falt and the large farms, four rnilOhs eight hundred 
thoufand livres : ; for debts contracted “during thie 


‘Teague, thirteen millions feven hundred and feventy 


thoufand livres; for debts due to the provinces of 
Dauphiné, Lyonno is, Languedoc, &c. paid out of 
the money arifing from the Gabelle, four millions 
feven hundred twenty- -eight thoufand livres ;, debts 
to feveral perfons, paid from the money arifing from 
any branch of the royal revenue, four millions eight 


hundre] thirty fix thoufand fix hundred livres; to 


otrers, comprehended in a différent account, four 


miliions thirty-eight thoufand three hundred livres ; 


lit prelents made by his majefty, fix millions forty- 
two thoufand three hundred livres ; for purchafing 
arias, ammunition and furniture ‘Of ordnance de- 


polit ted in the magazines, twelve millions; for 


i churches, 
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churches, and other buildings, fix millions one. 
hundred and fifty thoufand livres repairs and forti- 


fications of towns, five millions feven, hundred and 


éighty-five thoufand livres; for pavements, bridges, 
caufeways, &c. four millions eight hundred and 
fifty-five thoufand livres; jewels and furniture pur- 
chafed by his majefty, one million eight hundred 
thoufand livres; total, eighty-feven millions, nine 
hundred and two thoufand two hundred livres. 

Queen Margaret had inherited, from the queen 
her mother, very confiderable eftates *, of which fhe 
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made a ceffion to M. the Dauphin. The annual'rent — 


of thefe eftates, at the time fhe refigned them, a- 
mounted to twenty-four thoufand three hundred and 
feventy livres : in letting out leafes, I increafed them 
to thirty thoufand three hundred and fixty livres... I 
alfo recovered a capital of one hundred and. feventy 


thoufand three hundred livres, which produced year- 


ly the fum of thirteen thoufand and three hundred 
livres, that had been alienated, either by. the deceaf- 
ed queen; or) by Margaret herfelf. I could have 
wifhed to have recovered another part of thofe eftates, 
worth ninety-four thoufand livres, bringing in an- 
nually the fum of eight thoufand three hundred and 
ninety-five livres; but it had been abfolutely old, 

or given away, by thefe two princefles. 

‘T undertook to reunite to the crown lands, all the 
regifters and clerks-offices at the courts of Langue- 
doc, which had,been alienated. This defign was no 
iooner known, than La-Fofle, and fever al. other 
contractors, came to make me offers. The part I 
took was, to allow thofe farmers to redeem them, 
on condition that, at the expiration of a certain num- 
ber of years, during which it was agreed they fhould 
enjoy them, they fhould reftore them quite cleared 
to his majetty ; ; a praife-wotthy, and in fome degree 
neceflary œconomy, and authorifed by all the laws 


* The particulars of thefe spats Margaret and the duke of Angou- 
have been enumerated before, in lème. 
fpeaking of the fuit between queen 
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of public and private juftice. ~The contraéts made 
with the purchafers imparted exprefsly a power of 
perpetual redemption for their own court; an ob- 
fervation I make here, becaufe the parliament of 
Touloufe, in regiftering the letters-patent expediat- 
ed for this treaty, thought proper to except their 
offices and thofe of the city. | wrote to the firft 
prefident, Verdun, that the king was juftly incenfd 
at this contempt of the laws, which was {till more 
extraordinary in perfons appointed to maintain ju- 
‘ftice and order; and that he would have cited the 

whole body, if fome friends of that parliament had 
not fufpended the effects of his anger, by promifing 
him an entire obedience: for, indeed, what right 
had the parliament of Languedoc to defire their of- 
fices fhould be excepted from a general rule for the 
whole province? and, if it was ‘the kind of treaty 
that difpleafed them, why, fince the proprietors of 
thefe offices were allowed to fell, alienate, infeof, 
and transfer them to others, in che: funie imannièr:as 
if they had been part of their own property, would 
they attempt to deprive his majefty of this right, 
who was become proprietor of thole eftates? To 
this no reply could be made; and the parliament of 
Touloufe remained convicted of partiality from the 
fact itfelf. 

The parliament of Dijon confented to purchafe, 
for the Jum of fixty thoufand crowns, a grant for 
the jurifdiction of Breffe, However, they gave 
themfelves no trouble about raifing this fum, which 
determined his majeity to augment the gabelle in 
this province, which would, at leaft, procure hima | 


part of it, The parliament prefumed to fupprefs — 


this augmentation by an arret, which was, indeed, 
cancclled by the council ; but at the hazard of raif- 
ing a fedition among the people, who had not be- 
fore murmured at 7 impoft. The baron de Lux 
was commiflioned by the king, to declare to the 
parliament of Burgundy how highly he was offended 
at this procedure, I advifed his majefty to preferibe A 


to 
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to that-parliament a certain time for the mnt of 1607. 
the fum that had been:promifed by them; and, if A 
they did not fatisfy him, :to.declare, without any 

other form, the jurifdiétion of Brefle. transferred to 

the parliament of Dauphiné. : ‘The word parliament 

carries with it an idea of equity, and even wifdom ; 

yet, in thefe bodies, we meet with fuch inftances cf 
irregularity, that one cannot help concluding, that, 

if infallibility may be hoped for among men, it will 

be found rather in one than’a multitude. 

I have been always fcandalized.at the chambers of 
accounts, which, though eftablifhed merely that the 
proceedings between the principal directors of.the 
revenue, the different perfons accountable, and. the 
other receivers, might be carried on with method, 
_integrity,: and truth, have been of no other effect 
than to teach all the parties concerned to cheat and 
fteal, by allowing, in the accounts which they paf- 
fed, a thoufand articles which were equally known 
to be falfe on one fide and on the other. My fcheme 
was to declare all the accounts which had been given 
-in from the year 1598, exclufive, fubje@ to review. 
-} writ a circular letter to the-chambers of accounts, 
the zft of April, in which I told them, that, in con- 
formity to the pleafure of his majefty, who defired 
to be fatisfied concerning the conduct of all the per- 
fons entrufted with his money, I had made an exact 
fearch for the accounts audited in the council from 
the year 1598, and not having found fuch and fuch 
receipts for fuch and fuch years, which I particula- 
rifed to each of the chambers, in the fearch that I 
had made into their feveral accounts, one of thofe 
things. muft have been, either that the perfons, who 
were to pay in the public money, had neglected to 
give intheir accounts, or that the council had omit- 
ted to keep the extracts or copies. To know which 
of thefe was true, I enjoined thefe chambers to have 
the duplicates of thefe accounts laid before them, ta 
compare them with the papers of the king’s council, 
and: to draw: up an extract of all that which,they 
barks fy, F'4 | found 
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1607. found contrary to the form which the king prefcrib- } 
Sn ed them, and which was exprefsly fent them every 


year, that no difficulty might embarrafs them. I 
did not forget to explain to them how that extract: 
ought to be made, with exact inclufion of all refi- 
dues, falaries, cofts, charges of accounts, wages, 
exemptions, taxations, receipts, and other things of 
the like nature: I ordered them to make extracts of 
the accounts, not only of general but of particnlar 


receivers; becaufe his majefty had been told, that 


the accounts of particular receivers, not being ufed — 
to be audited by the council, were thofe which gave 
room for moft of the illegal profecutions on the part 
of the chambers. I concluded the letter with telling 


them, that, in order to fet this inquiry on foot, I 


neither fent them an edict, nor particular commifii- 
ons, becaufe they were able to do it by virtue of 
their office: but, if they thought farther powers ne- 


_cefflary, they need but afk them ; and that they ought 


to think themfelves obliged to his majefty, that, in- 
ftead of the rigorous proceedings of a chamber of 
juftice, or an appointment of commiffioners, he em 
ployed only his ordinary officers to correéb abufes ; 
and that it was their bufinefs to requite this good- 
nefs, by giving the higheft proofs of exaétnefs and 
honefty. > nay: | 

- This was an affair likely to caufe a difpute betwee. 

the chamber of accounts, and the treafurers, recei- 


vers, and other perfons employed in the payment of 


the revenue, who endeavoured: to’ turn: afide the 
ftroke by two means: firft, by drawing the whole 
office upon the chamber of accounts; fecondly, by 
declaring that the king had made them purchafe a 
fecurity, both for themfelves and their under-agents, 
againft-any retrofpective enquiry, by a tax of fix 
hundred thoufand livres, which had, in effect been 
paid. ‘There remained yet another refuge in the 
chamber of accounts, where we were oppofed by 
difficulties of another kind. Thofe bodies pretend 
ed, as they always do, that the fovereign authority, 
Bh | with 
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with which they -wère entrufted in all affairs of the 1607. 
revenue, entitled: them to give the laft audit to alls mg 
accounts, without being fubjeét:to any examination, ae 
even of the king himfelf. 1 confidered this objec-. 
tion as no further valid than as between the cham- 
bers and mytfelf ; : and I fhewed his majefty, that I 
was willing to undertake theie fovereign courts, 
provided that he, on his part, would give to me, to 
them, and the council, the neceffary orders. It was 
‘not my fault that the affair ftopt here. 
_Notwithftanding the regulation which had been 
made, the foregoing year, for the direction of the 
commiffioners fent.into the provinces, I {till received 
frequent complaints againft them. Hanapier pre- 
fented: his againft the commiffioners of the falt-office 
at Buzancois. I had fome of them cited before the 
council, where a very fevere reprimand was given to 
‘Fardieu.. I:could never make thefe fellows under- 
ftand, that by harraffing the people for the tax, for 
inftance upon falt, under a falfe appearance of zeal 
for the king’s profit, he loft more than he gained 
upon the whole, by the infolvency to which debtors 
were reduced; and, to tell the truth, they took this 
pains only for the farmers of the revenue. There 
was a neceflity of reviving, with yet ftronger injunc- 
tions, the regulation of the gabelle, that which re- 
gards the diftribution of falt among the provinces ; 
that which regards the tax, and that about the fale 
of uncuftomed falt: for there was no reafon why 
the condition of collectors of the taille fhould be 
made worfe, fince it was an office in which no body 
entered but by force, and which almoft no body 
quitted but with ruin. I, likewife, forbid the com- 
miffioners to ufe any extraordinary meafures againft 
the regifters, notaries, fergeants, gagers, and other 
public perfons ; or to oblige any public officer to pay : 
the tax of his collection, without firft fending to the 
commiffioners-general at Paris the complete ftate of 
thofe taxes to be examined and authorifed. I forbid 
them, likewife, to:decide any controverted cafe with- 
oa out 
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1607. out applying to the council. : When thefe difpofiti- 
LA ons were formed. upon fuch views, it was not my 


intereft that they fhould be kept fecret, as they com- 
monly are, between the minifters and the perfons 
interefted. By the fame act which obliged Du- 
Monceau the commiffioner of Berry to obferve them, 
L made them known likewife to Marechal de La 
Chître, and to the treafurers of France, with whom 
Lordered him to act in concert. 

This province appeared to me to want fome regu- 
lation with regard to the marfhalfeys; part of the 
revenues appointed for their maintenance being: em-" 
bezzled, or returned to the office of the receiver- 
general, the remainder was fcarce fufficient to_fup- 
porta {mall number of archers: places where they 
were fent to refide were chofen with fo little judg~. 
ment, that in fome, where they were moft necefiary, 
none were fettled, as in Vatan, Iffoudun, Argenton, 
Chateauroux, La-Chatre, and Saint Amand, where 


_ the royal authority was not well refpected, and at 


the fame time the middle of the province, where 
they were almoft ufelefs, was quite over-run with 
them. After confulting the treafurers of the pro- 
vince about a new method of diftributing thefe 
guards, I fent them my regulation on this head. 
The court of election of Saint Amand being partly 
for Bourbonnois, they granted: to the vice’ fenefchal 
of this province aright of placing there a lieutenant 
and a brigade, as being ot little importance for the 
public good, on whom this privilege was conferred. 
I obliged thofe who had been fecurity for the re- 


_ceivers of the depofits of the parliaments of Paris and 


Bordeaux, to bring in, within four months, the des 
clarations af thefe receivers to the office of meflieurs 
de Maiffes, Pont-carré, Caumarten, and Maupeou, 
appointed for that purpofe; and I declared, with 
their confent, thefe offices reunited to the domaine 


fixteen years after that date. 


Cuffe and Marigné, appointed for the reimburfe- 
ment of the fix hundred thoufand livres lent to the 
king, 
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king, in the year 1598, by the province of Brittany, 1 607. 
fent me théir final account of receipt and expence} sys 


of rather an abftract, and an inaccurate abridgment, 
by which I found, that, for reimburfing fix hun- 
dred thoufand ‘franks, they acknowledged to have 
received and given out near one million three hun- 
‘dred and forty thoufand livres. I was already in- 
formed, by the:complaints that were fent me from 
that province, of the nature’of that eftimate, and 
feverely reproved thofe by whom it was given in. I 
alfo profecuted feveral perfons for thefts which Vitry 
difcovered to me in Guienne *. 

When it was’known that the:king defigned to 
redeem feveral parts of his domaine, many contrac- 
tors came and offered themfelves for that purpofe : 
one of them fent to enquire, whether the council 
would admit him to treat for a fhare of a hundred 
and fifty thoufand livres: but he would neither dif- 
cover his name, nor declare what part of the do- 
maine, nor even the conditions that he would treat 
upon, only that thofe conditions were very advan- 
tageous forhis majefty ; becaufe he neither defired 
a leafe for a long time, nor any new regulations, 
but to take every thing upon the footing it was at 
prefent. He made it an exprefs condition, that, 
after he had declared himfelf, no one fhould be al- 


* One of the principal aëts of ‘f 


juftice againft the financiers, during 
the duke of Sully’s miniftry, was 
the imprifonment and punifhment 
of the famous contractor L’Argen- 
tier, The Memoirs of the hiftory 
of France, after having related 
{vol, II. p. 271.) his mifdemeanors 
and embezzlements, adds the fol- 
dowing ftory: “The laft time the 
§* king was going to Fontainbleau, 
L’ Argentier coming to take his 
‘ 

#2 
ce 


he would foon follow him thi- 
ther to kifs his hand, and receive 
ff his commands; and added, that 
** journey would coft him ten thou- 
{Sand qrowns., Ventre faint gris, 


leave of his majefty, told him, 


anfwered his majefty, (his ufual 
oath) that is too much for a 
journey from Paris to Fontaine- 
bleau. Yes, fir, replied L’Ar- 
gentier ; but I have, with your 
majefty’s leave, fomething elfe 
to do there: for I propofe to 
take a model of the. front of 
your houfe, in order to have 
one of mine in Champagne built 
£ onthe fame plan; at which the 
king Jaughing, took no further 
notice of it at that time: but 
when news was brought him of 
L’ Argentier’s . imprifonment. jn 
“the Châtelet, How, fays he, he 
€ is going to take a model of the 
£ front of the Châtelet 2” 


lowed | 


~ 
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1607. lowed)to outbid him without paying him two hun- 
us dred thoufand livres. The fingularity of this pro- 
pofal did not hinder the council from accepting it ; 
but the king infifted upon this perfon’s giving in his 
name, and “explaining himfelf, at leaft to’the time 
and nature of the redemption, to-him, the chancel- 
lor, and I. His majefty was apprehenfive, that. 
‘this unknown contraétor might condition for a part 
of the domaine which was in the hands of fome per- 
fons from whom it might not be convenient to take 
it: À man, named Longuet, prefented likewife, on 
this fubject, a long memorial, which the king fent 
me, as well as the propofals that were lately made 
him by the farmers of the aids at F ontainebleau; 
faying that he fufpected, that thofe who came in this 
qanner to make him propofals, in my abfence, de- 
figned to impofe upon him. 
~The duke of Nevers prefented a petition to sl: 
council for fuppreffing the falt-office eftablifhed at 
Rethelois, at the folicitation of the duchefs his mo- 
ther, to whom the king had given the profits of this 
office, for a certain ium agreed on between them: I 
was obliged to apply to the treafurers of Champagne 
to come at a certainknowledge of this affair, which 
had:not been tranfacted in’my time; and I found; 
without much difficulty, the original grant to. the 
duchefs of Nevers. The king, when he faw it, was 
of opinion, that this family could have no farther 
demand. upon him. However, hé fent it to me 
with orders to make an exact calculation, and if any 
money remained due to the duke of Nevers, to pay 
it; and propofed, inftead of fupprefling this part of 
the revenue, to improve it as 1 had done'the others. 
His majefty had two law-fuits with this houle for the 
inheritances of thofe of Foix and. d’Albret, each 
party having a claim of millions upon the other. 
‘This affair was thought to be very perplexed : but, 
when I got the writings into my hands, I drew upa 
Real fo fuccinét:and clear, that si king was 
foon convinced I had not been miftaken when I 
offered 
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‘offered it as my opinion, that each party would be 1607. 
obliged to come greatly down in his demands, Len 
The people of Lyons had likewife a procefs in the 
council againft Feydeau. : They reprefented to his 
majefty, that the council’s refufing to deliver them 
an arret, which they had already obtained, was a 
mortal injury to their trade. The kino referred 
them: to me, and I foon did their bufinefs. The 
good or ill done to fuch a city as Lyons is of im- 
portance to the whole kingdom. For this piece of 
fervice, the city of Lyons fent mé her thanks by the 
‘mayor and fheriffs. itty ily 
Upon a report fent me by. the treafurers of Be- 
ziers, of the manner in which the tax of the:mare | 
d’or was levied, I caufed an arret of council for fuf- 
pending this levy to be granted. I know not what 
the king was made to believe concerning it: but his 
majefty wrote to me not to let this arret be figned ; 
Or if it was, not to give notice of it without an or- 
-der from him; not that he intended to authorife the 
abufes that were committed in levying this tax, but 
he was willing, at leaft, to know what they were. 
However, thofe abufes fo ftrongly affected the mo- 
ney arifing from it, that I was perfuaded if the king 
blamed us for any thing, it would be for having fo 
Jong delayed to provide fome remedy againft them. 
But I was-afterwards charged with a fault fall 
more grievous in relation to the council: my ene- 
mies endeavoured to perfuade the king that I intro- 
duced none into it but’ perfons who, as they faid, 
neither merited nor had any regard to the duties of 
«their employment; ‘and that this procedure occafi- 
--oned great confufion in the council. If what they 
had alleged had been true, I confefs Ifhould have 
-deferved iomething more than thofe reproaches his 
-majefty made me, as 1 fhould have bafely abufed 
that confidence with which he had entrufted the 
- whole management of the finances to my care. As 
- I examined into the occafion of fuch a report, I 
#judged that it could only be the fcheme I had aa aa 
€ 
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1607. ed of joining to that great number of mafters of 
vs requefts, and other men of the robe, of whom the 
council was generally compofed, fome men of the 
fword, chofen from among thofe who had commif- 
fions to be prefent at them upon extraordinary occa- 
fions: And it is certain, that I never had an op- 
portunity of talking on this fubject to the princes, 
dukes, peers, and other officers of the crown, in 
whom I obferved a ftrength of judgment and capa- 
city, and that I did not endeavour to infpire them 
with an inclination for this employment, which, 
through a blind prejudice, they thought unworthy 
of their birth. He only is a truly great man who 
knows how to be ufeful to his country at all times, 
and on all occafions : and what is bafenefs but tar- 
nifhing by a foft and effeminate life, fuch as perfons 
cf quality in France lead during the peace, all the 
glory which they had been able to acquire in war?’ 
Far from fuppofing that I had done wrong by en- 
deavouring to undeceive all thofe ufelefs voluptuaries 
of the court, I avowed to the king, that it had been 
my intention, and thought it my duty, to fettle this 
matter with his majefty, although by letters ; and, 
confequently, with no great conveniency. I drew 
out a plan of a new council, and fent it to the king, 
in which four men of the fword were to fupply the 
places of as many counfellors out of the eight of 
which it was compofed. ‘To introduce this change 
in the moft effectual manner, it was neceflary to 
have a lift of thofe perfons in the’ kingdom beft 
qualified for fuch an office, who had exceeded thirty 
years of age, out of which twenty fhould be chofen, 
which, allowing five for each quarter, would always. 
keep the council complete. Thefe were to attend 
conftantly three mornings in a week where the coun- 
cil was held; and if they failed, were to be blotted 
out of the lift, and their places given to others. 
What immente difference between a body thus com- 
pofed, and an aflembly where every member con- 


ducts 
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duéts himfelf by arts which have been the whole : 607, 


ftudy of his life? .: | ! 

I fhall not enter here into a particular detail of all 
that I defigned.to do. I only obferved to the king, 
that if this project gave him as much pleafure as it 
did me, he would be ftill more fatisfied with that 
general rule, which I believed I could fo well regu- 
date, as to make it poffible for all the fecrets of the 


{tate to be fafely depofited with fo many perfons of | 


different tempers, underftandings, and ftations. The 
king was going to hunt when he received my letter. 
He read it, however, twice over, and fent me word 
he would confider of my propofal: but all my en- 
deavours to bring him over to my opinion proved 
ineffectual. 
worft confequences of a bad cuftom ; for thofe may 
-be at all times oppofed with fuccefs: but it is the 
giving credit to certain abufes lefs palpable, and con- 
cealing them under a mafque of wifdom and an ap- 
_ pearance of public utility, fo as to draw the appro- 
bation of princes of the beft underftanding. Thefe 
cannot be deftroyed but after a long chain of reflec- 
tions *, and applying remedies to them flowly, and 
_one-after the other: but the life of man is too fhort 
to afford him leifure for rooting up all of them. This 
was not the only occafion on which his majefty was 
not of the fame opinion with me. He had been 
perfuaded to erect a new chamber of juftice againit 
_the financiers, a work that long experience had pro- 
nounced ufelefs and liable to abufes; but ftill highly 
agreeable to this prince, who not, chufing to apply 
any part of his ordinary revenues to his expences in 
play, buildings, miftreffes, and other things of that 
nature, which, as I have already faid, were very 


* Certainly nothing can be truer 


The authorifing great abufes is not the 


than what the author fays here ; 
nor can any thing be more happily 
imagined than this projeét, to de- 
ftroy thofe prejudices which ftill 
fubfitt amongft the nobility of 
France, even in this enlightened 
age. Why fhould the finances, 


2 


trade, or other fun@ions becoming 
a good patriot, be deemed more 
degrading, than an acquaintance 
with the belles lettres, which the 
nobility are not afhamed to culti- 
vate? We may hope time will re- 
move thefe prejudices, 


confi- 
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1607. confiderable, was glad to find them fupplied by a 
sv fum of money ready provided to his hand, and which 


the interefted courtiers always reprefented much 


greater than he found it to be. I was fo grieved to 


fee Henry ftill the dupe of thefe people, that I fhew- 


‘ed my relentment of it in full court: my plainnefs 


threw the king into fuch an extreme rage with me, 
that my enemies conceived great hopes of my dif- 
grace. The adventure of the Arfenal, which I have 


“already related, added-to this, ravfed them ftill 


higher. But, notwith{tanding all this, I could not 
hinder myfelf from openly reproving the commif- 
fioners of this chamber, when [ faw them pretend 


ignorance of the chief criminals, and punifh with 


no lefs oftentation than feverity fach as were guilty 
of flight mifdemeanors. 

Mangot, one of the commiffioners, acting: as 
king’s counfel, having delivered an opinion contrary 


-to particular orders he had received from the king, 
-upon an affair which I have now forgot, I made him 


fenfible that in me’ he had an overfeer who was deter- 
mined to let nothing pafs. He complained of me 
to his majefty, and prevailed upon his brethren to 


join with him,'at leaft fo it was reported to me; and - 


with circumftances fo pofitive, that I could have tio 
reafon to doubt the truth of what I wastold.. The 
king did not, indeed, mention the affair to me; but 
this was far from being a proof that he had not been 
informed of it. 1, therefore, thought it neceflary 
to give his majefty a full relation of all I had faid to 
Mangot, that 1 might not fuffer his refentment to 
go fo far as I had fometimes experienced. I had 
told Mangot, that I would not fubmit to thofe pre- 


tended orders from the king unlefs they were fhewn 
to me. It was not difficult to give a bad turn to 
~ thefe words. When I wrote to his majefty, I thank- 
“ed him for not giving credit to the reports my ene- 


mies had made to him of me: I affured him, that 
the heat I difcovered on that occafion proceeded only 
from my grief at feeing his orders difobeyed by Pee 
Late who 
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who expected that he fhould defpoil himfelf of his 1607. 
whole authority in favour of them, and his interefts uv 


facrificed to every confideration. I concluded with 
earneft entreaties that he would pardon me, if, con- 
trary to my intention, I had done any thing to dif- 
pleafehim.  —.. | 

However, I had been deceived in fuppofing he 
had heard of this affair: he told me in his anfwer 
that he was greatly furprifed to hear the firft news of 
this quarrel from me; that if thofe men had fpoken 
to him, he would have replied, as a mafter who 
loves his fervant; that all this was only an artifice 
to inflame me and force me to complain, and by 
that means create fome mifunderftanding between 
us, ‘ I fwear to you, added Henry, that I have 
<< never heard this affair mentioned: your temper is 
“<¢ a little precipitate, and I perceive by your letter 
‘¢ that you believe all that has been faid to you. 
<¢ However, report is an abfolute lyar : moderate 
« your refentment, and be not fo eafily prevailed 
‘¢ upon to believe all the ftories that are brought to 
<¢ vou. By indifference, you will revenge yourfelf 
<< on thofe who envy and hate you, for the affection 
6 [bear you. This is the firft time that I have 
‘< taken a pen into my hand fince this laft fit of the 
‘ gout. My refentment againft thefe flanderers has 
se furmounted my pain.” 


Caumartin had managed with fuch prudence and 


ceconomy the money he was entrufted with to diftri- 
bute among the Swifs cantons, that he found means 
to referve thirty thoufand crowns each year, with 
which he cleared other debts, by making a compo- 


fition with the creditors. Such an example of juftice — 


and probity ought not to be pafied over in filence; 
and is fo much the more laudable, as that if he had 
fought a plaufible pretence for turning part of this 
fum to his own profit, nothing was more eafÿ than 
to make the Swifs murmur at his parcimony. I did 
hot fail to mention this conduct with all the praifes 

Vou, AVG © ©. Qi» it 
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1607. it defervéd to Du-Refuge, who fucceeded Cau- 
yn MATIN. Sees 


+ The king had lately raifed a company of gend- 
armes, to be commanded by the duke of Orleans, 
which he thought fo fine, and fo well mounted, 
when he went to review them, that he advanced 
them, together with that of the queen, a year’s pay. 
He left it to my choice to take the two hundred 
thoufand livres, which this mufter coft him, out of 
the fix hundred thoufand which were every year 
brought into the treafury from the profits of the 
taille; or that the treafury, deducting that fum from 
the money appropriated to the ordinary expences of 
war, fhould pay it back again at the ufual time of 
paying thofe companies. | 

With regard .to the duties of my other employ- 
ments, the moft confiderable, relating to the ord- 
nance, was providing the neceffary furniture for an 
armament of galleys; a work with which the king 
was highly pleafed. However, I was willing to 
fpare him part of the expence. In fearching amoneft 
the old papers of my predecefiors in the poft of 
grand matter of the ordnance, I found, that in the 
former reigns, many pieces of artillery had been 
given to the captains of the galleys, which they had 


obliged themfelves to reftore when required; but had » 


not done it. The council, to whom I communi- 
cated this difcovery, agreed with me that we might . 
commence a law-fuit againft the heirs of thofe cap- 
tains, and force them to make reftitution of the 
pieces of ordnance lent to their predeceffors: but, 
as feveral perfons of quality were interefted in this — 
profecution, I fent the duke of Rohan to his maje- 
{ty to afk his permiffion for it ; fending him, at the 
fame time, a paper I had drawn up concerning this © 
affair. The king confented that the fuit fhould be 
begun, but not carried on with all the rigour it : 
might have been, which rendered all my trouble 
fruitlefs. It was always my opinion, that it would 
have been more proper for Henry to have feemed 
| 5 ignorant 
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ignorant of the fat, than to have made attempts td 1607. 
have recovered thofe pieces of ordnance, and after- cvs 


wards to defift from them. 

I ordered ‘plans to be taken of all the fortreflés 
and coafts of Brittany, which I fent-to his majefty, 
that he might fee what was neceflary to be done 
there. J loft this year two excellent engineers, Bon- 
nefort and the younger Erard, who was already riot 
inferior to his father: their deaths grieved me ex- 
tremely. 1 entreated the king not to difpofe of their 
places, for which folicitations were immediately 
made, till we had both well examined the Sea 
of thofe who were candidates for them. 

The forcible carrying away of the Sieuf de Fon- 
tange’s daughter, with which I begin the article of 
the police, relates alfo to my employment as grand 
matter, fince I received orders from his majefty to 
fend fome cannon before the caftle of Pierrefort, 
which Fontange, affifted by his friends, befieged in 
his purfuit of the ravifher. The expences of a fiege 
foon reduced him to great diftrefs, and obliged him 

‘to have recourfe to the king. Henry, moved with 
the juftice of his caufe, which, befides, as the com- 
mon father of his fubjects, he could not avoid in- 
terefting himfelf in, referred the petition and the 
bearer to Sillery and me, writing to me that he had 


juft given orders to Du- Bourg and Nereftan * to. 


hold their companies in readinefs to march thither ; 
and commanded Noailles to advance with his, in or- 
der to execute what I fhould judge fit to be done in 
favour of Fontangé : but that if L was of opinion he 


fhould be at all the expence of the fiege of Pierre-- 


fort, he recommended it to me to follow the moft 
prudent methods I could in this affair, that it might 
be as little burthenfome as poffible to the people. 
Henry alfo referred Baumevielle to us, who had 
propoted an expedient to him, which, he faid, had 


* Philibert de Neteftan, captain grand mafter of the order of out 
of the king’s guards, and appointed lady of Mount-Carmel and St. La 
by his majefty, the following year, zarus, 


Q 2 _ more 
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1607. more vanity than folidity init; and having employ- 
vs ed Vanterol to feize a man who was fufpected of 


having entertained fome traiterous defigns, he fent 
him to me to be paid the expences of his journey. 
The good order of the police appeared to me like- 
wife to be wounded by the judge of Saumur taking 
upon him, of his own private authority, to prohibit 
the exportation of grain out of the kingdom, and 
of felling it within the extent of his jurifdiction of 
Saumur. I got the council to cancel this fentence, 
even before his majefty was informed of it, and the 
officers of juftice, by whom it was publifhed, were 
fummoned to appear and anfwer for their conduct. 
The parliament of Rouen granted two arrets, 


- which by fome perfons were pronounced to be very 


good, and by others extremely unjuft: one was 
upon the fhrine of St. Romain, which is maintained 
in the privilege of giving a pardon for any aflaffi- 


nation, however atrocious it might be *: 


* In favour of William de la 
Mothe-de-Pehu, an accomplice in 
the murder of Francis de Montmo- 
rency, lord of Halot, the king’s 
lieutenant-general in Normandy, 
committed fixteen years before, in 
a very atrocious manner, by Chri- 
ftopher marquis of Allegre, Hen- 
ry IV, calling this affair before his 


council, changed the pardon grant- 


ed to La Mothe, into a fentence of 
banifhment for nine years; and to 


pay feveral fines, &c. The punith- - 


ment, in all probability, would 
have been more fevere, if the youth 
of the criminal had not in fome de- 
gree alleviated his crime. The 
king, ever fince the year 1597, had 
greatly abridged the privilege of 
which the chapter of Rouen is pof- 


feffed. This procefs, which at that | 


time made a great noife, oceafioned 
a more ftriét enquiry into the na- 
ture of this queftion. M. De Thou, 
vol, IV. p- 160. Nicholas Rigault, 
the continuator of De Thou, and 
all other. men of learning, fo far as 
one can judge from what is faid on 


the other 


this fubje& in the Mercure Fran- 
Sois, anno 1607. p. 179, made no 
difficulty to efteem as fabulous the 
pretended miracle whereby St. Ro- 
main, archbifhop of Rouen, deli- 
vered that city from the ravages of 
a monfter or ferpent, commonly 
called the Gargouille: being affift- 
ed in the enterprize by a criminal 
imprifoned for murder: from 
whence this privilege had its origin. 
The evidence by which it was en- 
deavoured to prove that this privi- 
lege was really granted by feverai 
kings of France, could not ftand 
the teft of a ftriét fcrutiny ; but was 
found full of errors, fuppofitions,: 
and falfities, in the times and dates, 
It is conjectured, that this pious 
fable had its origin from a trae mie © 
racle performed by this archbifhops 
but that it was, by {topping an in< 
undation ; which poetical licence, 
according to cuftom, transformed 
into a monfter, befides adorning 
the ftory with many others of its 
ufual figures. The word Hydray 
which was eafily altered into Ser 
\ 


upon 
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upon the marriage of a man named Drouet, auditor 1607. 
of the chamber of accounts, whofe hiftory does not WAN 
merit a place in thefe Memoirs. 

The firft prefident of this parliament being feized 
with a dangerous diftemper, of which however he | 
did not die, his majefty ordered me to tell Jambe- 
ville, who folicited for this dignity, that he always 
defigned it for him, but that he was not pleafed with 

the eagernefs he fhewed to enjoy it. The office of 
advocate to the king in the parliament of Bourdeaux 
becoming vacant by the death of the Sieur de Sault, 
queen Margaret and D’Ornano requefted it for the 
fon of Du-Bernet, counfellor in that court; but the 
king refufed them, not being willing to give this 4 
place, the importance of which the late troubles had 
fufficiently fhewn, to any one whofe character he 
was not thoroughly acquainted with: but the pic- 
ture I drew of Du-Bernet procured him the favour 

of Henry, anda grant of the place. His majefty 
greatly regretted the lofs of Dinteville and Bretau- 
ville; as likewife that of two officers of his houfe- 
hold, Sainte Marie, and Canify. As he had creat- 
ed their pofts only in their favour, they were fup- 
preffed at their deceafe. 

That exaétnefs which I have prefcribed myfelf, 
obliges me to give an account here of feveral fums 
of money, which, by my papers, I find to be paid 
this year, by the orders, and for the private expen- 
ces of his majefty. Thirty-fix thoufand livres to 


pent, has fo near a refemblance to 
the word which in Greek fignifies 
an inundation, that this alone 
might eafily occafion the miftake, 
To recite all the reafons contained 
in the pleadings, and writings of 
that time, or in the different dif- 
fertations wrote fince then on this 
fubje@, for and againft the privi- 
‘$ege of the canons of the cathedral 
church of Rouen, would take up 
too much room here. It is no 
wonder there {hould have been fo 
great an out-cry againft an aét of 


Ons 


devotion fo fingular as this, where. 
by an aétion the moft unjuft, and 
tending to authorife what is highly 
criminal, is made the moft effential. 
part of the commemoration of a 
faint. The ceremonies obferved 
on this eccafion (for they ftill fub- 
fift, and are performed every year 
at Rouen on the feaft of the afcen- 
fion,. being called The Elevation of 
the Shrine) are defcribed in the 
Mercure François, and in many 
other places. 


Don 
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Don John de Medicis: the king made me take. 


y them upon the hundred thoufand livres placed in the 


ftate of finances of the prefent year, to the account. 
of his uncle the grand duke of Tufcany. Three 
thoufand to cardinal Givry, and the fame fum to- 


cardinal Seraphin, which remained of the revenues 


of the abbey of Clérac, due before the contraét made 
with thofe of St. John de Latran. ‘Three thoufand 


two hundred and pp livres to Santeny, who 


had lent that fam to the king. Eighteen thoufand 
and fixty livres to the bifhop ‘of Carcaflonne, which 
had been long and importunately folicited by him,. 
as being due to him by his majefty, to whom he 
propofed expedients without number for the pay- 
ment. The king ordered me to require a fword 
enriched with precious ftones, and fome papers from 
this bifhop, which he had given him as fecurity for 
this fum. Many confiderable fums were loft by: 
Henry at play; but I fhall not fet them all down 
here. He fent Beringhen to me for nine thoufand 
livres, which he had loft at the fair of St. Germain, 


in little jewels and trinkets ; writing to me, that the 


merchants were very prefling for their money.  Be- 
ringhen came again fome days afterwards for five 
thoufand two ‘hundred and fixty-five livres; three 
days after that, I gave him three thoufand more; 
and another time, three thoufand fix hundred livres. 

I do not with thefe fums confound thofe that were 
given by the king to the prince of Condé, to enable 
him to make the tour of Italy; Henry could not be 
at too much expence to infpire this prince with pro- 


per fentiments; thofe which it coft him to repair 


the battions of the gate of St. Antony and La Place- 
Royale ; thofe which were paid to redeem the queen’s 


rings from Rucelay, to whom they were pledged ; 


nor thofe which he expended in buildings for his 
manufactures, which were very confiderable, and, 
in my opinion, very ufelefs. The undertakers 
would have thrown down, for that purpofe, all the 
houfes on one fide of La Sti ; but Henry, 


according 
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according to the plan of the comptroller Donon, 1607, 
ordered them to be fatisfied with erecting before thofé Cpe 


houfes a kind of gallery, which preferved on that 
fide of the fquare a uniformity with the others. 

It was a difficult matter to agree upon a price with 
thefe celebrated Flemith tapeftry- workers, which we 


had brought into France at fo great an expence. At ’ 


length it was refolved in the prefence of Sillery and 
1, that a hundred thoufand franks fhould be given 
them for their eftablifhment. Henry was very foli- 
citous about the payment of this fum, ‘ Having, 
“ faid he, a great defire to keep them, and not to 
“¢ lofe the advances we have made.” He would 
have been better pleafed if thefe people could have 
been paid out of fome other funds than thofe which 
he had referved for himfelf : however, there was a 
neceflity for fatisfying them at any price whatever. 
His majefty made ufe of his authority to oblige De 
Vienne to fign an acquittal to the undertakers for 
linen-cloth in imitation of Dutch holland. This 
prince ordered a complete fet of furniture to be made 
for him, which he fent to me to examine feparately, 
to know if they had not impofed upon him. Thefe 
things were not at all in my tafte, and I was but a 
very indifferent judge of them : the price feemed to 
me to be exceffive, as well as the quantity. Henry 
was of another opinion: after examining the work, 
and reading my paper, he wrote to me that there 
was not too > much, and that they had not exceeded 
his orders; that he had never feen {fo beautiful a 
piece of work befére, and that the workman mutt be 
paid his demands immediately. 

Henry did not leave Fontainebleau * til the end 
of July, when he went to Monceaux, where he ftaid 


* He was attacked by the gout 
on Whitfun-eve, The fit was vio- 
lent, fays Matthieu, the pain moft 
fevere; but his courage and the 
ftrength of his conftitution would 
have overcome it, had he not taken 
a greater liberty in eating fruit than 


3 Q 4 


his phyficians thought proper to 
allow him. He did not indulge 
his diforder, but continued his ufual 
exercife; and about the 21ft of 
May, being i in bed with the queen, 
and perceiving’ a new fit coming on 
in one ofhis feet, he removed into 


three 
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1607. three weeks. Towards the clofe of Auguft, he went 
UV to St. Maur, where he was detained fome days by a 


‘moft tender affection *. 


flight indifpofition, during which time the queen 
drank the waters of Vanvres. The king ftaid at 
Paris all the month of September: he went thither 
again in December, having returned to Fontaine- 


beau about the middle of OGtober, and pafied the. 


autumn there, M. le Connetable went thither like- 
wife, and was very gracioufly received by his maje- 
fty when they met at Bouron. 

It was one of this prince’s higheft enjoyments to 
be with his children, all of whom he loved with the 
Hearing in the month of 
Augutt that the effets of the contagious air began 
to be perceived at St. Germain, he wrote inftantly to 
Madam de Montglat to take the children to Noify; 
and fent Frontenac poft to me, to tell me that he 
depended | Bof my care and diligence to provide 
coaches, litters, and waggons,.necefflary for this re- 
moval. Monfieur the Dauphin falling fick at Noify, 
his majefty inflantly writ me an account of i it, ashe 
did likewiie of his recovery ; for he never Faller! to 
give me notice of every alteration in his health, 
whether for the better or worfe; as likewife of all 
the reft of the royal family. It was judged that the 
children of France might return with fafety to St, 
Germain in the month of November; but Henry, 
not willing to run the leaft hazard in a matter of 
fuch confequence, writ to me and Madame de Mont: 


another bed ; and finding the mo- asto prevent his feeing their faults, 
tion in his removal of fervice to . and aéting with his ufual prudence 


Pa C—O OT”! ll Niue à) 


him, he got up and ordered himfelf 
to be carried to the great canal, 
where he walked till he had tired 
himfelf to fuch a degree, that when 
he came back he fell afleep; and 
on waking again felt himfelf free 
from pain, 

* Henry IV. has been blamed 
for fuffering the great affection he 
had, for both his lawful and na- 
tural children, to blind him fo far, 


in what related to them, This E 
find him reproached with in the 
book called Hiftoire de Ja Mere & 
du Fils, vol. I. p. 43. 
not know whether the anecdotes it 
contains are as full of truth as they 
are of curious matters: I find an 
appearance of prejudice in it for 
certain perfons, and againit others, 
which gives one reafon fufficient to 
lay no great ftrefs on its evidence. 


glat, 


But ldo 
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glat, to ftay at Noify the whole month *. They 1607. 
were accordingly not removed till the firft of De- ~~ 


cember. 

_ Time did not bring to the family of this prince 
that tranquillity which was fo often difturbed by the 
pride and folly of women; ‘on the contrary, thofe 
domeftic diforders increafed every day: great part 
of the converfation I had with his majefty in his li- 
brary turned upon this fubjeét. Henry entreated 
me, in terms fuch as one friend would ufe to ano- 
ther, to interpofe once more between the two per- 
fons that caufed' all his uneafinefs. I fhall treat this 
fubject more fully in the Memoirs of the following 
year; all I fhall fay concerning it in this, being only 
to explain the meaning of fome letters 1 received 
from this prince: one of thefe letters is dated from 
Verneuil, near Senlis, April 15. He there com- 
plains, that after having promifed him at the Louvre 
to ufe my utmoft endeavours to bring about an ac- 
commodation, yet I had fuffered fifteen days to pafs 
without doing any thing towards it. ‘* I fee, pur- 
<< fued he, that the entreaties of a friend are not 
_ $* fufficiently perfuafive, and you will reduce me to 
€* the neceflity of requiring your obedience as a king 
‘ and a mafter. Do not fail then to perform your 
‘ promife, if you love me, and defire that I fhould 
* love you; for lam refolved to extricate myfelf 


without my faying it, are but too often renewed; 
‘€ and will put an end to them whatever it coft me. 
‘ Adieu. You are very dear to me; but I muft be 
“ equally fo to you, which I fhall be convinced of 
** if you render me the fervice I defire of you.” 


from all thefe intrigues, which, as you well know 


* The comet which appeared 
this year in the month of Septem- 
per, gave occafion to take all thefe 
precautions for the health of the 
children of France ; becaufe the a- 
ftrologers gave out that it threaten- 


ed their lives, Henry IV, faid to. 


3 


Matthieu his hiftorian, who relates 
it, that the comet had fhed its in- 
fluence on the daughter of the king 


of England ; and that, thro” God’s 


mercy, the aftrologers had been 
miftaken, Vol. I, book iii. p. 769. 
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_I find another dated from Fontainebleau, in the 


my month of October, conceived in thefe terms: 


‘ Something has happened in my family, which has 
“* given me more pain than any thing of the kind I 
‘ have ever yet met with. I would purchafe your 
<* prefence at almoft any price; for you are the only 
‘ perfon to whom I can open my heart, and from 
‘ whofe advice I receive the greateft confolation. — 
<< This affair is neither of love nor of jealoufy ; it 
‘js a matter of ftate. Difpatch your bufinefs 
*¢ quickly, that you may come to me as foon as 
‘ poffible. I employ M. Sillery; but he is unequal 
‘ to the tafk. You may guefs what it is in which 
‘€ T want your affiftance: this obftinacy and info- 
‘ lence will at length become infupportable.” 
‘* For my private uneafinefs,” writ he fome days 
afterwards, ‘¢ it will laft for ever: if you were here 
‘ you could not reflrain your anger, but would 
‘€ fpeak your fentiments freely.’?. The reader, I do 


not doubt, greatly pities this good prince; and it 
-was almoft all that I could do for him. — 


The duke of Bouillon received a ftriking inftance 


of the goodnefs and gentlenefs of Henry, when he 


refolved to yield Sedan again to him, and truft the 
guard of it to himfelf, by withdrawing Netancourt 
and the company he had placed there. The Sieur 
Gamaliel de Monfire, commiflary in ordinary of 
war, was fent thither for that purpofe. His in- 
ftructions, which were dated the laft day of Decem- 
ber in the prefent year, imported, that although the 
term of four years, during which the royal garrifon 
was to remain there, was not yet expired; yet his 
majefty thought proper, for fufficient reafons, to 
withdraw it, and to put the duke of Bouillon again 
in pofleffion of this city; that Monfire fhould give 
this company their pay for the remaining four 
months of the prefent year, after which it fhould 
be difbanded ; and that this commiffary fhould take 
care that the foldiers paid all the debts they had con- 
tracted among the town’s people. It being the king's 
+) inten- 


Book NAT, Or: SU" LEE Y. 


235 


intention to fulfil exactly the article of the a& of 1607. 
protection of April the 2d, 1596, by which his ma- ve 


jefty engaged to maintain there a certain number of 
officers and troops for the fecurity of the city, Mon- 
fire was directed to make thofe officers and foldiers, 
__ who were placed in Sedan in the room of thofe that 
were commanded to leave it, take a particular oath 
to his majefty, befides that which by the treaty they 
were obliged to take four times a year at their quar- 
terly payments. Thefe officers and foldiers bound 
themfelves by oath to ferve the king for and againft 
all perfons whatever, even again{ft the duke of Bou- 
—illon himfelf, if he fhould neglect to fulfil the con- 
ditions of the treaty of 1606: and, laftly, Monfire 
was ordered to oblige the burghers of Sedan like- 
wife to take the oath exprefied in the act of protec- 
tion, which differed from the other only in this, 
that they were releafed from that taken to the duke 
of Bouillon, and by his own confent, if he fhould 
ever be capable of engaging in oppofite interefts to 
thofe of his majefty. All this was exactly executed. 
The original inftrument of this tranfaction was exe- 
cuted before the notaries of Sedan, and proved as 
well as the two oaths taken by the burghers and fol- 
diers, which were reduced to writing, and dated 
one on the 22d, the other on the 23d of January 
following, 3 
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P HE Memoirs of this year, as of the for- 
_ —& mer, will contain none of thofe extraordi- 
nary events, which cannot be read with- 

out aftonifhment or horror : I fhall continue in them 
my ufual details of the government, court intrigues, 
and the private life of Henry as well as my own. . 
The winter was fpent in diverfions more varied and 
more frequent than ever, and in fhews prepared 
with great magnificence. The king had fent for 
fome comedians from Italy, in whofe performances | 
he took much delight: he often fent for them to 
Fontainebleau to play before him, and in my ab- 
fence commanded my fon to pay them their ap- 
pointments with great exactnefs. The Arfenal was 
generally the place where thofe plays and fhews were 
exhibited which required fome preparations. The 
king, fometimes when I was abfent, came thither 
to run at the ring; but he never thought there was 
the fame order and regularity preferved, as when I 
was there: and the queen, and the whole court, 
thought no other place fo agreeable and convenient 
for theatrical reprefentations. For this purpofe I 
had 
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had caufed a fpacious hall to be built and fitted up, 1608. 
with an amphitheatre; and a great number of box- “Y™, 


es, in feveral galleries feparated from each other, 
with different degrees of height, and particular 
doors belonging to them. Two of thefe galle- 
ries were-deftined for the ladies: no man was al- 
lowed to enter with them. This was one of my 
regulations, which I would not fuffer fhould be 
reverfed, and which I did not think it beneath me 
to enforce the obfervation of. | 


One day when a very fine ballet was réprefentel 


‘in this hall, I perceived a man leading in a lady, 
with whom he was preparing to enter one of the 
womens galleries : he was a foreigner, and I eafily 
diftinguifhed of what country by the fwarthy colour 
of his fkin:  ‘* Monfieur, faid I to him, you muft 
‘€ feek for another door if you pleafe; for I do not 
“€ imagine, that, with fuch a complexion, you can 
hope to pafs for a fair lady.” ‘My Lord,” 
anfwered he in very bad French, ** when you know 
<¢ who I am, I am perfuaded you will not refufe to 
“ Jet me fit among thofe fair ladies, as fwarthy 
<< as Lam. My nameis Pimentel, I have the ho- 
“ hour to be very well with his majefty, who 
€ plays very often with me.” Which was, in- 
deed, too true; for this foreigner, whom I had 
already heard often mentioned, had gained immenfe 
fums from the king. ‘ How, Ventre-de-ma-vie,” 
faid I to him, affecting to be extremely angry, “* you 
“ are then that fat Portuguefe*, who every day 
‘ wins the King’smoney. Pardien, you are come 
** toa bad place ; for I neither like, nor will fuffer 
“ fuch people to come here.” He offered to 
fpeak, but I would not hear him. ‘Go, go,” 


© Pimentel was not a Portuguefe, but an Italian. 
€x- 


{ 
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1608, exquifitely performed, Pimentel told him that he 
y hada great inclination to fee it, but that he met his 


grand financer, with his negative front at the door, 
who turned him back: He then related his adven- 
ture with me, at which the king was extremely 
pleafed, and laughed heartily at his manner of tel- 
ding it; nor did he forget to divert the whole court 
with it afterwards. 

Acer fhall not here have recourfe to the artifices. of 
falfe | modefty, to infinuate that the affection the 
king fhewed for me, and the confidence he placed 
in me, had rifen to fuch a height, that if I had been 
capable of afpiring to the fuperb title of favourite, 
J might have obtained it... The reader may judge 


of this by the offers his majefty made me this 


year: but.it is neceflary to take this matter a little 
higher. 

Among the many calumnies which in the year 
160% had brought me to the brink of ruin, my 
enemies by private informations endeavoured to per- 
fuade Henry, that I intended to procure fo rich and 
fo powerful an alliance for my fon *, as might one 
day render him formidable to his majefty himfelf : 
that feveral perfons, either by my defire, or to make 
their court to me, laboured fo earneftly for the fuc« 
cefs of his fcheme, that already I had it in my 
choice. to marry my fon either to mademoifelle de 
Bourbon, de Maienne, de Montmorency, de Bouil- 
Jon, or de Crequy, or into any of the richeft pri- 
vate families in the kingdom, if I preferred a great 
eftate to a noble name. This was one of the prin+ 
cipal points of that long and ferious converfation I 
had with his majefty the preceding year in his libra- 
ry, and of which I promifed to relate all that I was 
permitted to difcover, as opportunities offered, 


* Maximilian de Bethune, mar- vernor of Mante and Gergeau, aad 
quis of Rofny, eldeft fon of the miafter-general of the ordnance in 
duke of Sully, by Anne de Courte- _reverfion, after the death of his fa- 
nay his firft wife. He was fuper- ther, but died before him in 1634. 
intendant of the fortifications, go- 


Henry 
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| Henry afked me what were my views for my fon, 1608, ' 
and whether there was any truth in thofe reports that LR 


he had heard concerning his marriage with one of 
thofe ladies I have mentioned. I acknowledged to 
this prince, that it was indeed true. Each of thofe 
families had made me offers very capable of daz- 
zling an ambitious man ; but that my conftant reply 
had been, that it was from his majefty alone I would 
receive a wife for my fon. ©) 9) | 

The king appeared extremely well fatisfied with 
this anfwer, and thefe fentiments ; and opening his 
heart entirely, he told me, that with regard to me, 
there were two things which would give him equal 
uneafinefs :. one of which was, if, knowing the ex- 
treme concern it gave him to fee the chief of his 
nobility mixing their blood with that of a burgher, 
or a plebeian, { fhould ever dream of marrying my 
fon below the dignity of his birth ; and the other, if, 
erring in the contrary extreme, I fhould choofe a 
wife for him either out of the houfe of Bourbon, or 
of Lorrain, but more efpecially that of Bouillon. 
Therefore, among the five young ladies propofed for 
Rofny, he faw only Mademoifelle de Crequy on 
. whom he could fix his choice ; for every one knew 
the houfes of Bonne, Blanchefort, and Agoutft, to 
be of the loweft clafs of the nobility, although other- 
wife diftinguifhed as much by brave examples of per- 
fonal valour, as by the moft fhining dignities of the 
ftate. Henry, confirming himfelf in this thought, 
added, that he would not have the propofal come 
from any but himfelf; and that he would take a con- 
venient time for it, which he did almoft immediate- 
ly after. | | 
_« Lefdiguieres and Crequy were not hard to be per- 
fuaded : I may even fay, that the eagernefs théy 
fhewed for the conclufion of the match did not abate, 
till they faw the articles not only drawn up: but fign- 
ed. I may fay, likewife, with equal truth, that in 
the conditions they found no artifice on my fide: I 
fought rather to acquire tender friends, than relati- 
| ons 
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ons {till nearer conneéted. Nothing fell out in the - 
ww fucceeding years, that did not confirm me in the 


thought, “that I had fuccteded in my endeavours to 
procure this happinefs. 
glory and profperity for me, but they are paft: 
thofe friends fo affectionate have difappeared with 
my favour; thofe allies fo refpectful have vanifhed 
with my fortune: but what do I fay, have they not 
endeavoured to complete my misfortune, and that 
of my fon, by giving me caufe to deteft on a thou- 
fand accounts the moft unhappy of all alliances? 
Why had I not the power of reading hearts?» But 
perhaps I have reafon to thank heaven for my error 
and my credulity : the temptation to which I faw 
myfelf a fhort time afterwards expofed, might have 
been then too ee for confcience to have fur- 
mounted, 

_ Although the marriage *, thus anne HE 
on, was not celebrated immediately, as both parties 
left it to the king to fix the time for it, from that 
moment I looked upon the tye, which united the 
family of Crequy to mine, as indiffoluble; and I 
was fo far the dupe of the fincerity and tendernefs 
of my own heart, as to make this alliance one argu- 
ment for not fuffering myfelf to be influenced by 
the inchanting profpect that was fuddenly offered to 
my view. It was at the latter end of this year, 
which was fome months after the treaty with the 
Crequy.family had been concluded, that this temp- 
tation was thrown in my way ; and in the beginning 
of this, when I was more ftrongly affailed by it. But 
before I explain myfelf, it is neceflary to obferve, 
that it was ftill by an effect of the moft refined ma- 


Thofe years were full of 


..# Tt was not celebrated till the 
month of Oétober, in the follow- 
ing year, at Charenton, by M. Du 
Moulin, a reformed minifter, The 
lady was only nine or ten yearsold: 
fhe was called Frances, daughter of 
Charles de Blanchefort de ‘Crequy, 
prince of Poix, and afterwards duke 


of Lefdiguieres, by his marriage 
with Magdalen de Bonny de Lef- 
diguieres, daughter of the conftablé 
of that name. The marquis of 
Refny had iffue by her, Maximilian 
Francis de Bethune duke of Sully, 
&c. and Louifa de Bethune, who 
died unmarried, 
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lice of my enemies, that I faw myfelf in a fituation 1608. 
wherein it depended only upon my own choice to vs. 


- reach the higheft degree of gteatnefs and fplendor 
that any fubject could arrive at: 
| My enemies then began to infinuate to the king, 
under an appedrance of zeal both for him and me, 
Which he thought very fincere, that he had not yet 
done enough for me; that he ought -not to delay 
offering ahd obliging mé to accept all that his muni- 
ficence was able to beftow; without requiring any 
thing more of me thän what indeed appeared mott 
eflential and indifpenfably neceffary; namely, to 
quit the proteftant and embrace the catholic religi- 
on. It was, dotbtlefs, far from their intention to 
procure fo many advantages for me; and I fhall 
eafily prove, that the object they had in view was 
diametrically oppofite to that which they appearéd 
to have by the propofals they made. They had in- 
= ardly fo good ari opinion bf me;. as to believe that 
I would not purchafe any advancement at the price 
of quitting my religion. From my refufal; there- 
fore, they hoped to perfuade the king, that he had 
every thing to fear from a man who was capable of 
making his religion triumph over his intereft, which 
it was “generally found no confiderations, whethér 
facred or profane, were able to refift. The king, 
pleafed with the profpect of advancing me, received 
this propofal with intentions fo different from thofe 
_ by whom it was made to him, that I cannot pre- 
ferve a too grateful remembrance of his goodnefs. 
Accordingly he fent for me one-morning to tlie 
Louvre; and.fhutting himfelf up alone with me in 
his library, Well, my friend, faid he, you have 
‘€ been in great hafte to conclude the treaty for your 
<< fon’s marriage, tho’ I cannot conceive why; for 
> &© in this alliance, neither for blood, riches, nor 
“ perfon, can I fee any advantage for you.” Hen- 
ry, it is apparent, had forgot that I had done no- 
thing in this affair but by. his exprefs commands. 
& [ have ‘refolved, continued he, to employ you 
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with more authority than ever in the adminiftra- 
ticn, and to raife you and your family to all forts 
of honours, dignities, and riches; but there is a 
neceffity that you fhould affift me in the executi- 
on of this defign: for if you do not contribute to 
it on your fide, it will be difficult for me to ac- 
complifh my intentions, without prejudice to my 
affairs, and hazarding great blame ; confequences 
which I am perfuaded you would be unwilling I 
fhould draw upon myfelf. My defgn, then, is 
to ally you to myfelf, by giving my daughter 
Vendome * in marriage to your fon, witha por- 
tion of two hundred thoufand crowns in ready 
money, and a penfion of ten thoufand a year; 
the government of Berry to your fon, to which 
I fhall join that of Bourbonnois after Madame de 
Augouléme’s deceafe ; and the domaine fhe pof- 
feffes there, by reimburfing the money it coft her. 
I will likewife give your fon the poft of grand 
mafter of the ordnance in reverfion, and the go- 
vernment of Poitou to your fon-in-law, for which 
I fhall give you that of Normandy in exchange ; 
for I fee very plainly, that poor M. de Montpen- 
fier + will not live long, any more than the Con- 
ftable, whofe office I likewife deftine for you, and 
will give you the reverfion of it now. | But to fa- 
vour all this, it is neceffary that you and your fon 
fhould embrace the catholic religion. J. entreat 
you not to refufe me this requeft, fince the good 
of my fervice, and the fortune of your houfe re- 
quire it.” 


* Catherine-Henrietta de Ven- 
dome, legitimated daughter of Hen- 
ry the JV, by Gabrielle d’ Eftrées, 
She married Charles of Lorrain, 
duke of Elboeuf, and died in 1663. 

+ Henry de Bourbon, duke of 
Montpenfier, actually died in the 
month of February in this year, af- 
ter Janguifhing two years, during 
which time he lived only on wo- 
mens milk; having prepared him- 
felf in a truly chriftian. manner for 


his death. Henry IV. being in- 
formed of it, faid aloud, ‘*‘ We 
‘ ought all to pray to God to 
‘€ grant us as much time to repent 
‘as this prince had.”? Matthieu, 
ibid, 772. The duke of Montpen- 
fier was only thirty five years old, 
The branch of Bourbon Montpen- 
fier was extinét in him ; for he left 
only one daughter, who was con- 
tracted in marriage to the duke of 
Orleans, fecond fon of Henry IV. 
The 
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The recital I have made here is fo proper to ex- 1608. 
cite and to flatter vanity, that to avoid: {0 dangerous MWY 


afnare, I will not give way to any reflexions upon 
it, not even'to fuch as muft neceffarily-arife on the 
goodnefs of a prince, who enforced his entreaties 
with acts of the higheft munificence. My anfwer 
was conceived, as I remember, in thefe terms: I 
told his majefty, that he did me more honour than 
I deferved, and even more than I could hope or de= 
“fire: that it was not for ine to decide concerning 
the two prôpofals he had made for my fon, fince his 
fettlement in the world depended entirely on his ma- 


jefty, and he was arrived to an age that rendered _ 


him capable of ferious reflexions upon religion, and 
might therefore direct his choice himfelf: but with 
regard to me, the cafe was quite different. I affured 
him with the utmott fincerity, that I could not think 
of increafing my honours, dignities, or riches, at 
the expence of my confcience: that if I fhould ever 
change my religion, it would be from conviction 
alone; neither ambition, avarice, nor vanity, being 
able to influence me: and that if I acted otherwife, 
his majefty himfelf would have good reafon for dif- 
trufting a heart that could not preferve its faith to 
God. ‘ But why,” replied Henry, with a cordia- 
lity that fenfibly affected me, ‘ why fhould I fufpe&t 
‘ you, fince you would not do any thing that I 
‘ have not done before you, and which you your- 
«< felf advifed me to do, when I propofed the affair 
‘ toyou. Give me, I befeech you, this fatisfaéti- 
on: I will allow you a month to confider of it: 
“€ fear not that I will fail in the performance of any 
‘ of my promifes.” 

I have not, Sire, I replied, the leaft doubt but 
that your word is inviolable: I defire nothing fo ar- 
dently as to pleafe you; nor will I ever neglect any 

thing that is in my power to do. I promife to think 
ferioully of all that you have been pleafed to propoie 
tome, ftill hoping I fhall fatisfy your majefty, tho” 
“not t perhaps à in the manner you expect. 
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“The proteftants hearing that I intended to break 


‘uv off my propofed alliance with Lefdiguieres, and to 


marry my fon to Mademoifelle de “Vendome, for 
this report was immediately fpread every where, 
now believed they were going to lofe me entirely. 
They had long, with the fevereft reproaches, ac- 
cufed me with having laboured to ruin the prote- 
ftant party in France, by amaffing up fuch confide- 
rable fums for the king, and providing fuch an © 
abundance of warlike ftores, which their fears repre- | 
fented to them would be firft employed againft them. | 
In vain did I endeavour to convince them, that they 
had no reafon to apprehend fuch defiens from a 
prince like Henry. Their prejudices made them 
always return to their former fufpicions of me: in 
thefe they were confirmed by the affection the king 
fhewed for Rofny, calling him often my fon; the 
free accefs which all ecclefiaftics had to my houfe ; 
the care I took to repair churches, hofpitals, and 
convents, in which I every year expended a confide- 
rable fum of the royal revenues ; the brief of Paul V. : 
of which feveral copies had ida taken; and I know 
not how many other circumftances, which all at that 
moment concurred to perfuade them of Ay breach » 
of faith. 

The chief perfons amongft the proeetthineet and 
the minifters efpecially, feemed to be moft uneafy 
at this report, not only becaufe of the triumph which 
their enemies were going to have over them; but 
becaufe they were perfuaded, and they even faid it 
publicly, that if I was once prevailed upon to aban- 
don them; I fhould not act with indifference towards 
them, but become their moft zealous perfecutor. 
For. a long {pace of time, 1 heard nothing but ex- 


_ hortations, remonftrances, and harangues, from that 


party, which were not likely to be very efficacious 
after what the king had faid to me, if I had not 
happily found the ftrongeft fupport within myfelf. 
The countefs of Sault, Lefdiguieres, and the Cre- 
quy family, exerted themfelves, in the mean time, 

with 
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with the utmoft vigour, to hinder the marriage with 1608. 
Mademoifelle de Crequy from being broken of, and Cyany’ 


that with Mademoifelle de Vendoiie from going 
forward: they endeavoured to perfuade the queen 
to intereft herfelf in their caufe, and complained to 
her of what was défigned to their prejudice. But 
finding that fhe would do nothing in'the affair, they 
renewed their folicitations to me, making ufe of 
every method they thought capable of keeping me 
on their fide; affiduities, aflurances, promifes, oaths, 
all were employed to diffuade me from a defign I 
had never entertained. 

During thefe tranfactions, I left Paris to take a 
journey to Sully, and my other eftates; and imme- 
diately upon my return, which was at the end of ten 
or twelve days, his majefty fent Villeroi to me, to 
receive my anfwer upon the propofals he had mace 
to me. 1 was not forry that he had deputed a per- 
fon to me, before whom I could declare, with the 
utmoft freedom, thofe fentiments which reflexion 
had but the more confirmed. I told Villeroi, that 
I moft humbly thanked his majefty for all the ho- 
nours he had conferred on me: that 1 could never 
confent to be invefted with the offices of perfons ftill 
living ; and that, although they fhould become va- 
cant, I did not think myfelf entitled to them, be- 
ing already poflefled of as many as I defired: that 
as for what regarded my fon, I fhould never have 
any other counfel to give him, than to obey the 
king, and to do nothing againft his own confcience. 
I had particular reafons for being ftill lefs explicit 


upon the articles of mychange of religion: therefore, 


I only told Villeroi, that cardinal Du Perron fhould 
bear my anfwer to his majefty. His eminence, as 
well as Henry, thought there was great meaning in 
_ thefe words: the king related them to Du’ Perron, 
declaring that he entertained fome hopes from them. 
And foon after this, the cardinal came to vifit me, 


_ and entreated me to open my whole heart to him. | 


| iy anfwer had both ftrength, and even theology 
R 3 enough 
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enough init to convince Du Perron that he had been 


Lys deceived in his expectations : neither his learning 


nor his eloquence could move me; and at his re- 
turn, he told the king I was inflexible. 

This prince, who was defirous of making one 
effort more, fent for me again; but although he 
made ufe of no other arguments than what the 


gentlenefs of his difpofition, and his affection for me — 


fuggefted, and, 1f I may be permitted to fay fo, 
fuch folicitations as became our ancient friendfhip, 
yet I was perfuaded, the danger would not ftop 
there, great as it was even then, efpecially when he 
began to reproach me, and called my conftancy and 
firmnefs, obduracy to him; and a certain fign, he 
faid, that I no longer loved him. At length, he 
told me, that this was the laft time he would fpeak 
of this matter to me; and that he expected I fhould 
give him my fon at leaft. To this I again replied, 


that J would.not; deny, him.juibuechatL sould not M 


confent to ufe the authority of a father to make my 
fon embrace the Roman catholic religion, His firm- 
nefs was equal to my own; and the king, who 
would not beftow his daughter on any of the princes 


of the blood for fear of rendering them too power: : 
ful, refolved to marry Mademoifelle de Vendome ta 


the fon of M. le Connetable. The countefs of Sault 
took this opportunity to renew her inftances for the 
accomplifhing her grand-daughter’s marriage. 

All that now remained to be done, was to guard 
againft the counter-blow of my enemies: and this 
I did not negleét, when I found that they were bufy 
in preparing it for me. I took that opportunity to 


write to the king, telling him that I was not igno- | 
rant of any thing that was reported to him to give | 


him a bad impreffion of my thoughts, words, and 
actions: that they imputed to me what I neither 
thought, faid, or did. I earneftly entreated him 


not to forget the promife he had made me, to de-. 


clare to me himfelf his will, and what caufes of 
complaint he had againft me. His anfwer was 
i wholly 
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wholly calculated to reftore my quiet, and fecureme 1608. 
againit all apprehenfions from my enemies: he told WAC 
mein it; that J, in common with all perfons in | 
power, excited more envy than compaffion. ‘ You 
‘«* know, added he, whether I am exempted from 
<¢ it from the people of both religions. ‘This then 
“ is all you have to do; that fince J take your ad- 
“ vice in all my affairs, do you alfo take mine in 
_# every thing that relates to you, as that of the moft 
‘ faithful friend you have in the world, and the 
‘€ beft mafter that ever was.” 

It was not without fome reafon that Henry 
brought himfelf as an example. He likewife had 
his uneafinefles, and his fecret enemies: for although 
we no longer, as formerly, faw feditions ready to 
break out in the kingdom, becaufe the exertion of 
the royal authority had obliged infolence and mutiny 
to keep themfelves concealed; yet it was but too 
certain, that in court, and among the moft confide- 
rable perfons in the kingdom, the fame turbulent 
and reftlefs fpirit, the fame eager panting after no- 
velties, which had fo long kept the ftate in diforder 
and anarchy, were perceived. That fpirit now 
fhewed itfelf in divifions amongft families, and quar- 
rels between particular perfons, which Henry la- 
boured to compofe by every method in his power, 
looking upon them as feeds from whence nothing 
but the moft dangerous fruits could proceed : and it 
gave him great pain when he could not always fuc- 
ceed to his wifh. The reign of Henry the fourth, 
which in many refpects bore a great refemblance to 
that of Auguftus, had likewife this in conformity 
with his, that it was difturbed by quarrels among his 
nobility; and on thefe occafions, the example of 
Auguftus was what Henry commonly propofed to 
himfelf to imitate. Æquitate non aculeo was the 
motto, which, by his direction, I put on the gold 
medals ftruck this year, which reprefented a {warm 
Of bees in the air, with their king in the midft. of 
them without a fting. I prefented thefe medals to 
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1608. Henry, as he pafied through his little gallery to that 
wn which leads to the Tuilleries, where we walked to- 


gether a long time, difcourfing upon the fubject I 
Have juft mentioned, and thofe domeftic quarrels 
which embirtered the life of a prince too gentle and 
too good, whofe unhappinefs I have {o often de- 
plored. 

The reader may perceive, that in my Memoirs of 
the late years, I have faithfully obferved the pro- 
mife I had formerly made, to entertain him no more 
with the weakneffes of Henry. I carefully conceal- 
ed from my fecretaries, and all perfons whatever, all 
that pafied between Henry and me upon this fub- 
ject, in thofe many long and fecret converfations we 
had together : except the duchefs of Beaufort and: 
the marchionefs of Verneuil, the name of no other 
woman has been mentioned in thefe Memoirs, with 
the title of miftrefs to the king. I chufe rather to 
fupprefs all the trouble I have fuffered in this article, 
than make it known at the expence of my mafter’s 
glory: probably I have carried this fcruple too far. 
The public has heard fo often the names-of Ma- 
dame de Moret *, Mademoifelle des Eflarts, old 


* Jacqueline Du-Beuil, countefs 
of Moret ; Charlotte des Effarts, 
countefs of Romorantin; two of 
Henry the IVth’s miftrefles. By 
the firft, he had Antony earl of 
Moret, killed at the battle of Ca- 
ftelnaudary, in 1632: and by the 
fecond, he had two daughters ; one 
abbefs of Fontevraud, and the o- 
ther of Chelles, By thofe two la- 
dies, hy the ‘duchefs of Beaufort, 
and by the marchionefs of Verneuil, 
who fucceffively had opehly the 
title of the king’s miftrefs, he had 
eight children, which were all he 
legitimated. Befides thefe, he was 
in love with Mary Babou, viféoun- 
tefs of Eftauges, two cobGut of the 
fair Gabrielle, and many others. 
See L’Hiftoire des Amours du 
Grand Alcandre. ~ 

After the death of Henry IV. 
Mademoifelle des ‘Effarts fecretly 


married the cardinal of Guife, lewis 
of Lorraine; the pope having 
granted him a difpenfation for that 
marriage, and, at the fame time, 
empowered him fill to hold his 
benefices. ‘This is proved by the 
very contraét of marriage, found 
amongft the cardinal’s papers after 
his death, executed in the moft au- 
thentic form. Mention is made of 
this in the Mercure Hift. and Polit, 
April 1688. From this marriage, 
two fons were born ; one bifhop of 
Condom, and the fecond earl of 
Romorantin; and two daughters, 
one of whom married the marquis 
of Rhodes, Charlotte des Effarts 
afterwards married Francis Du- 
Hallier-de-l’Hofpital, marfhal of 
France, earl of Rofnay, &c. The 
commentary of Les Amours du 
Grand Alcandre remarks only, that 
fhe was the cardinal of Guife’s mi-, 


Madame 
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Madame d’Angouleme, the countefs of Sault, Mit 


he 
> owen 


_ dames de Raony, and de Chamlivault, two of my vs 


relations ; 
illet, Marillac, Duret the phyfician, RO phy- 
fician who was a Jew, and many of the moft con- 
fiderable perfons at court, all differently interefted 


the Commandeur de Sillery *, Rambou- 


in thefe adventures of gallantry, either as principals 


or as parties concerned; that I might relate a great 
deal without faying any thing new, which would be 
indeed but a cold repetition of little debates and love 
quarrels, fuch as thofe which I have already flightly 
mentioned. The following circumftance T have 
excepted from this rule, as it is of a nature ‘that 
feems to require I fhould juftify my part in it to the 
public. 

~ On one of thofe occafions when Hate was moft 
deeply affected with the uneafy temper of the queen, 
it was reported, that he had quitted her with fome 
emotion, and fet out for Chantilly without feeing 
her. This indeed was true: he took the Arfenal in 
his way, and there opened his whole heart to me 
upon the caufe of this difpute. The king purfued 
his journey, and I went in the afternoon to the 
Louvre, ‘attended only by one of my fecretaries, 
who did not follow me to the queen’s little clofet, 
where fhe was then fhut up. Leonora Conchini 
was at the door of this clofet, her head bending 


down towards her neck, like a perfon who was fleep- 


ing, or at leaft in a profound reverie. I drew her 
out of it, and fhe told me, that the queen would 
not fuffer her to enter her clofet, thé door of which 
however was opened to me the moment I was 
named +. 


ftrefs; and afterwards of N. De- + The queen, for a long time, 


Vic, archbifhop of Auch. She was 
the natural daughter of the baron 
of Sautor, in Champagne. Jour- 
nal du regne de Henry III. printed 
in 1720, vol, I. p. 277. 

* Noel de Sillery, Brother of the 
chancellor, ambaffador at Rome. 
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placed a great confidence in M. de 
Sully. The author of L’Hiftoire de 
la Mere & du Fils, fays, that prin- 
cefs having refolved one day, by 
the advice of Conchini, to inform 
the king, that certain of the cour- 
tiers had had the boldnefs to make 


I found 
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1608. ‘I found the queen bufy in compofing a letter to 
ENV the king, which fhe allowed me to read : it breath- 
ed an air of fpleen and bitternefs, which mutt ine- 
vitably have very bad effects. I made her fo fen- 
fible of the confequences it was likely to produce, 
that fhe confented to fupprefs it, though with great 

- difficulty ; and upon condition that I fhould affift 
her in compofing another, wherein nothing fhould 

be omitted of all that, as fhe faid, the might with 
juttice reprefent to the king her hufband. There 
was a neceflity for complying with this requeft, to 
avoid fomething worfe. Many little debates arofe 
between us, concerning the choice of expreffions and 

the force of each term. I had occafion for all the 
prefence of mind I was capable of exerting, to find 
out the means of fatisfying this princefs, without 
difpleafing the king, or of being guilty of any dif- 
refpect in addrefling him. This letter, which was 
very long, I fhall not repeat here. The queen com- 
plained in it of the continual gallantries of the king 
her hufband; but declared that fhe was excited to 
this only by the earneft defire fhe had to poffefs his 
heart entirely. If therefore fhe appeared to infift 
too abfolutely upon his facrificing his miftrefs to her, 
her quiet, her confcience, and her honour, the in- 
tereft of the king, his health and his life, the goad 

of the ftate, and the fecurity of her childrens fuc- 
ceflion to the throne, which the marchionefs de Ver- 


love to her, fhe was defirous of ‘“ having made the firft advances 3 
previoufly taking the duke of Sul- ‘ and that the king might ima- 
1y’s advice inregardtoit, who per- §* gine, the motives which had in 
fuaded her not to execute that re- ‘* duced her to make fuch a difco- 
folution, by reprefenting to her, % very, were either fear that it 
$ That fhe was going to give the ‘‘ fhould have been made by fome 
“ king the flrongeft and jufteft ‘ other means, or that fhe had 
“© fufpicton a fovereign could have ‘ taken a difguft againft the per- 
« of his wife; fince every man of ‘* fons accufed, by meeting with 
“¢ common fenfe muft know very ‘* fomebody elfe more agreeable in 
4 well, that it would be highly ‘* her eyes; or, in fine, through 
“ improper to entertain a perfon ‘the perfuafion of others, who 
€* of her rank on the fubjeét of ‘* had influence enough over her 
** love, without previoufly being ‘ to prevail on her to take this re 
“€ affured, that it would not be ‘ folution,” Vol, I, p. 10. 

#* difagreeable to her, or fromher 


“nw 


nan 


Lal 


EN 


neuil 


» pee 


Book XXV. or SULLY. 261 


neuil took pleafure in rendering doubtful, were fe 1608. 
many motives which reduced her, fhe faid, to the wv™ 
difagreeable neceflity of making fuch a demand, 
with fome degree of peremptorinefs : to awaken his 
tendernefs, and excite his compaffion, fhe ‘added, 
that fhe, together with the children fhe had by him, 
would threw themfelves at his feet :. fhe reminded 
him of his promifes, and took God to witnefs, that 
if fhe could not prevail upon him to keep them, fhe 
would, on her fide, renounce all other vengeance 
againft the marchionefs de Verneuil. | 
All my caution was fcarce fufficient to avoid the 
extremes the queen would have run into; andvit is 
apparent, however, that I failed either in addrefs or 
invention: for the king, when he received this let- 
ter, was mortally offended with it, and fo much the 
more as he inftantly perceived that it was not in the 
queen’s manner. | I had a billet from him immedi- 
ately, conceived in thefe terms: ‘ My friend, I 
s¢ have received the moft impertinent letter from my 
‘ wife that ever was wrote. | am not fo angry 
with her, as with the perfon that has dictated it; 
for I fee plainly that it is not her ftyle. Endea- 
“* vour to difcover the author of it: I never fhall 
‘€ have any regard for him, whoever he Le; nor 
*¢ will I fee him as long as I live.” However fecure 
I thought myfelf, I could not help being uneafy at 
this billet. — | 
The king, on his arrival from Chantilly three or 
four days afterwards, came tothe Arfenal. I was 
fufficiently perplexed by the queftions he afked me 
concerning this affair; for it was exprefsly for that 
purpofe that he came. ‘* Well, faid he, have you 
*¢ yet difcovered the perfon who compofed my wife’s 
# letter??? Not yet certainly, replied I, making 
ufe of fome little addrefs, but I hope to give you 
this fatisfaction in two days; and probably fooner, 
if you will tell me what there is in it that difpleafes 
you. ‘* Oh, replied he, the letter is mighty well 
writ; full of reafons, obedience, and {ubmiffion ; 
| | f but 
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608. ** but wounds me {miling, and while it flatters 
y ‘* piques me. I have no particular exception to 


«© make toit; but, in general, I am offended with 
‘© it, and fhall be the more fo if it comes to be pub- 
& lic.” But, Sire, replied I, if it be fuch as you 
fay, it may have been written with a good inten- 
tion, and to prevent fomething ftill worfe. ‘ No! 
“ no! interrupted Henry, it is malicioufly defign- 
<< ed, and with a view to infult me. If my wife 
“ had taken advice from you, or from any of my 
€ faithful fervants in it, I fhould not have been fo 
“ much offended.” What, Sire, refumed I haftily, 
if it was one of your faithful fervants who had dic- 
tated it, would you not bear him fome ill-will? 
«© Not the leaft, returned the king; for I fhould be 
“* very certain, that he had done it with a good in- 
** tention.” Itis true, Sire, faid I: therefore you 
muft be no longer angry; for it was I that dictated 
it, through an apprehenfion that fomething worfe 
might happen: and when you know my reafons, 
you will confefs, that I was under a neceffity of do- 
ing it. But to remove all your doubts, I will fhew 
you the original, written in my own hand, at the 
fide of the queen’s. Saying this, I took the paper 
out of my pocket, and prefented it to him. 

The king, as he read it, made me obferve fome 
words, in the place of which the queen, when fhe 
copied the letter, had fubftituted others far lefs ob- 
liging. ‘* Well, faid he, fince you are the author, 
‘ Jet us fay no more of it: my heart is at reft. But 
“ this is not all,” added he, taking advantage of 
the afcendant, which on this occafion I feeméd to 
have over the mind of the queen: “there are two 
‘ fervices which I expect from you.” I liftened to 
the king with great attention, and without once in- 
terrupting him, although he fpoke a long time ; and 
I fhall here relate his words, which I took down in 
writing at the time. It is by this kind of familiar 
converfations that the heart is beft known. ‘I 
‘ know, faid he, that my wife came twice to your 

‘ houfe, 
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 houfe, while I was at the chace : that fhe was fhut 1608, 
‘up with you in your wife’s clofet, each time above = 
‘6 an hour; that at her coming out from thence, 
‘ although her colour feemed to be raifed by anger, 
‘ and her eyes full of tears, yet fhe behaved ina 
“ friendly manner to you, thanked you, and ap- 
‘ peared not ill fatisfied with what you had faid to 
é her: and that you may know I am not ill in- 
<¢ formed, I fhall not hide from you, that it was 
“ my coufin de Rohan, your daughter, who re- 
“ lated all this to me; not for the fake of telling 
<< fecrets, but becaufe fhe thought I fhould be glad 
<< to fee my wife and you upon fuch friendly terms. 
It muft certainly be, therefore, that my wife has 
<< fome bufinefs of confequence with you: for, not- 
<¢ withftanding all the queftions I, have afked her, 
<¢ fhe has never faid a fingle word, or given the 
€ fmalleft intimation of thefe two conferences. I 
*¢ forbid you likewife, upon pain of my difpleafure, 
‘€ to fay any thing of this matter to my coufin de 
** Rohan: you will deprive me of the pleafure I 
*¢ have in feeing her here, and fhe will never tell 
‘ me any thing more, if fhe knows I have repeated 
“ this to you. Although I laugh and play with 
«¢ her as with a child, yet I do not find in her a 
‘¢ childifh underftanding. She fometimes gives me 
‘ very good advice, and is extremely fecret, which 
<< is an excellent quality. I have told her many 
‘ things in confidence, which I have been con-  , 
‘ # vinced fhe never mentioned, either to you or to 
‘ any other perfon.”’ 
‘ But to return to thefe two important fervices, 
which only you, in my opinion, are able to un- 
‘ dertake, I have already faid, and I repeat it a- 
.# gain, that you mutt be extremely careful to avoid 
_* giving the leaft fufpicion that you have concerted 
* with me what you are to do and fay in thefe af- 
fairs: it muft not appear, that I knew any thing 
‘© of your interpofition, but that you act entirely of 
“ yourfelf ; and you muft even feign to be appre- 
: _ “ henfive 
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henfive of its coming to my ear. One of thefe 
fervices regards Madam de Verneuil: it is with 
her you muft begin, and this will fmooth your 
way to the other. You mutt tell this lady, that 
as her particular friend you come to give her no- 
tice, that fhe is upon the point of lofing my fa- 
vour, unlefs fhe behaves with great prudence and 
circumfpection: that you have difcovered, that 
there are perfons at court who are endeavouring 
to engage me in affairs of gallantry with others ; 
and if this fhould happen, you are fully perfuad- 
ed, that I fhall take her children from her, and 
confine her to a cloifter; that this abatement in 
my affection for her is, in the firft place, appa- 
rently caufed by the fufpicion Ihave entertained 


that fhe no longer loves me; that fhe takes the 


liberty to {peak of me often with contempt, and 
even prefers other perfons to me: fecondly, be- 
caule fhe feeks to ftrengthen herfelf with the in- 
tereft of the houfe of Lorrain, as if fhe was 
defirous of fome other protector than me; but, 
above all, her connexions and familiarities with 
meffieurs de Guife and de Joinville offend me to 
the laft degree; being fully convinced, that from 
them fhe will receive only fuch counfels as are 
dangerous both to my perfon and ftate; as like- 
wife from her father and her brother, with whom, 
notwithftanding my prohibition to her, fhe füll 
correfponds, when fhe might have thought her- 
felf happy, that, at her entreaties, I {pared their 
lives ; that fhe fends meffages to her brother by 
his wife, whom I have allowed to vifithim; but 
that the chief caufe of my eftrangement from her 
is her infolent behaviour to the queen.” 

Henry then told me many circumftances con- 


cerning the marchionefs, which I have already re- 
lated. ‘If, continued he, either by an effect of 
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your induftry or good fortune, you can prevail 
upon her to alter her condué in all thefe refpeéts, 
you will not only free me from great uneafineds,. 
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and fet my heart at reft with regard to her, but :608. 
you will likewife furnifh yourfelf with the means , , 


of difpofing the queen to accommodate herfelf to 
my will, which is the fecond fervice that I require 
and expect from you: you muft remonftrate to 
her, ftill as from yourfelf, that it is abfolutely 


* neceflary fhe fhould do fo, if the would engage 


me to give her the fatisfaction fhe demands. 
That, among many other caufes of difguft which 
fhe gives me, nothing is more infupportable to 
me,. than that abfolute authority fhe fuffers Con- 
chini and his wife to have over her; that thefe 
people make her do whatever they pleafe, oppofe 
all that they diflike, and love and hate, as they 


¢ direct her pañlions ; that they have at length ex- 


haufted my patience; and that I often reproach 
myfelf for not following the advice given me by 
the duchefs of Florence, Don John, Jouanini, 
Gondy, and even what my own judgment fug- 
gefted; which was to fend them both back to 
Italy from Marfeilles, I was defirous, purfued 
the king, to repair this fault through the inter- 
pofition of Don John; but I foon perceived it 
was too late: for fcarce did Don John enter upon 


the fubjeét with the queen, to whom he propofed . 


it by way of advice, than fhe entered, as you 
know, into fuch an excefs of rage againit him, 
that there was no fort of reproaches, infults, and 
threats, which fhe did not ufe to him; fo that, 
not able to endure them, he quitted France, not- 
withftanding all my endeavours to retain him. 
But before this happened, the princefs of Orange 
thought of other expedients for removing thefe 
two perfons, and propofed them to me by Madam 
de Verneuil, who thought to prevail upon the 
queen, by this complaifance for her favourites, 
to permit her to fee her, and come freely to the 
Louvre. Thefe expedients, to which I confent- 
ed, becaufe I found you did not oppofe them, 


‘ were to marry Conchini to la Leonor, and after- 
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‘ wards to fend them back to Italy, under the ho- 
‘ nourable pretence of living with fplendor in their 
‘ own country, upon the great riches they had ac- 
<< quired in France: but all this, inftead of foften- 
‘ing my wife, or engaging her to alter her con- 


© duct, has only taught her to oppofe my will with 


‘ more obftinacy than before; and the Conchinis, 
‘ both hufband and Wife, are now become fo info- 
“ lent and. audacious, that they have dared to 
“ threaten my perfon, if I ufe any violence to their 
‘¢) friends.” 

It was not eafy for the king to quit this article, 


“through the rage with which he was agitated againft 


this whole party. Among many others, he recount- 


-ed the following circumftance, which, till then, I 


thought he had been ignorant of. My wife, know- 
ing that Conchini had a defign to purchafe La-Ferté- 
au-Vidame, which was worth two or three hundred 
thoufand crowns, fhe thought fuch a confiderable 
eftate would give occafion for murmurs that could 
not fail of reflecting back upon the queen herfelf, on 
account of the protection fhe was known to grant 
them. She did not hefitate therefore a moment 4- 
bout waiting on the queen, to reprefent to her, that 
it was her intereft to hinder Conchini from pufhing 
this matter any further. The queen received this - 
advice very gracioufly, and thanked my wife for 
giving it her: but as foon as fhe faw the Conchinis, 
they knew fo well how to make her alter her opinion, 


-that fhe exclaimed in a ftrange manner againft ma- 


dame de Rofny, and would not fee her for fome 
time. Probably her refentment would have lafted 
much longer, had fhe not reflected, that both her- 
felf and her favourites had always occafion for me. 
« I have been told, added Henry, that Conchini 
‘© had the impudence to reproach your wife upon 
‘ this occafion, and ufed expreffions fo full of info- 


-*© Jence both againft her and me, that I am fur- 


s ré fhe did not anfwer him more feverely : but, 
‘ doubtlefs, fhe was reftrained by her fears of break- 
66 ing 
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“ing entirely with my wife. Youcannot imagine,” 1608. 
purfued Henry, not able to ceafe his invectives WWI 


dgainft this Italian, ‘how greatly I was provoked to 
«fee this man undertake to be the challenger at a 


“ tournament, againit all the braveft, and moft — 


“oallant men in France, and this in the Grande 
«© rué St. Antoine, where my wife and all the ladies 
“of the court were prefent; and that he fhould 
have the good fortune to carry it: but nothing 
“ ever gave me greater pleafure than] had at this 
 courfe, when I faw M. de Nemours, and the 
marquis de Rofny your fon, arrive, mounted 
upon two excellent horfes, which they managed 
“° with equal grace, and uncommon juftnefs.” 
Henry, after dwelling fome time longer upon a 
circumftance that had given him fo much pleafure, 
renewed his former fubject. ‘ Be careful, faid he 
‘ to me, to manage thofe two affairs, I have re- 
«© commended to you, cautioufly ; proceed leifurely, 
‘ and as opportunities offer, without hazarding any 
thing by too great precipitation: in a word, act 
‘ with your ufual prudence, refpeét, and addrefs. 
“* J proteft I fhall efteem thefe two fervices more 
‘€ than if you had gained me a battle, or taken the 
‘ city and caftle of Milan with your cannons ; for 
‘ my ‘heart fuggefts to me, that this man and wo- 
** man will one day do great mifchief: I find in 
‘ them defigns above their condition, and abfolute- 
“€ ly contrary to their duty.” Again I afked this 
prince, why he referred to me an affair the fuccefs 
of which, in my hands, was fo doubtful; whereas, 
if he would undertake it himfelf,. it would coft him 
no more to execute it, than to pronounce to two 
women with a refolute tone, thefe few words, J wi// 
bave it fo. His reply to this, and the debates that 
followed, were the fame with thofe which the reader 
has .already too often feen in thefe Memoirs. At 
ft he went away, faying, with.an embrace, ‘* A- 
** dieu, my friend: I earneftly recommend to you 
VoL. IV, a 
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thefe two affairs, for they are very near my heart : 


y, < but, above all, be fecret.” 


All that by my utmoft endeavour I was able to 
do for the tranquillity of this prince, was to pro- 
cure him fome fhort calms, amidft the long and 
often repeated ftorms he was obliged to fuffer ;. in 
fuch an unecual viciffitude did he pafs the few days 
that heaven ftill left him. One of his longeft inter- 
vals of quiet was, during the queen’s lying i in. She 
bad followed the king, who went in the beginning 
of March to Fontainebleau. It was not poflible to: . 
carry tenderneis and folicitude farther than Henry 
did. While fhe was in this condition, he often writ 
to me from Fontainebleau, and in every letter gave 


. me an account of the queen’s health. ‘* I thought,” 


faid he in one of thefe letters, ‘ to have fent you 
‘ the news of my wife’s being brought to bed; but 
‘< I believe it will not be this night.” In another, 
My wife imagines fhe will go to the end of the 
“ month; fince “fhe has paffed yefterday.”” The 
queen was delivered of her third fon * on the 26th 
of April. | 
The king ftill continuing to write to me as ufual, 

in one of his letters ordered me to acquaint him how 
the news of his fon’s birth was received. ‘ Not by 
<< you, faid he, for there I have no doubt; but by 
< the public.” I keep with great care the follow- 
ing letter, which his majefty fent me by the duke of 
Rohan, upon hearing that my wife had lain-in of a 
fon about the fame time that the queen did. “Ido 
‘ not believe, that any of my fervants have taken 
<< oreater intereft in the birth of my fon d’Anjou 
than you; and I would have you likewife believe, © 


Lai 


_* that I furpafs all your friends in joy for the birth 


** of yours: you will be ftun’d with their flatteries ; 
‘ but the aflurance I give you of my friendfhip, 


* Gafton- John-Baptift of France, that he would dedicate him'to the 
then called duke of Anjou, andaf- church, and that he fhould-be oal- 
terwards duke of Orleans: he died Jed the cardinal of France. Ibid, 
in 1660. Siri makes Henry IV. 568. 
fay, before the birthof that prince, 


‘ ought 
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“¢ ought to be more convincing than all their 1608, 
“ fpeeches. Remember me to the lying-in lady *.?) ny: 


The queen was more indifpofed after this lying- 
in, than fe had ever been before; but proper re- 
medies. being ufed, fhe was foon reftored to perfect 
health. The king took all imaginable care of her. 
He came to Paris the beginning of May, but re- 
turned almoft immediately after to Fontainebleau ; 
and the joy the queen fhewed at his return filled him 
with a real fatisfaction. He allowed, at the requeft 
of this princefs, that ten or twelve thoufand crowns 
fhould be expended on buildings at Monceaux, and 
fent me orders to that purpofe. It is from thefe 
letters of his majefty that I collect all thefe circum- 
ftances. This order he repeated when the mafter- 
builder, who had undertaken the work, informed 
“him, that he had been obliged, through want of 
money, to difmifs his men. I had given him an 
aflignment upon a reftitution of money to be paid 
by the nephew of Argouges, which he had not yet 
done, pretending, to gain time, that he owed no- 
thing. The king fent me orders to prefs him for 
the payment, and to advance the mafter-buildér the 
money out of other funds, . without referring him to 
Frefne, who could not be forced to pay it. Being 
apprehenfive that I fhould give credit to the reports 
which were made me of the queen’s being difgufted, 


and that fhe fought a pretence for quarrelling with 


me, he,,in another letter, for a proof of the con- 
trary, related to me in what manner this princefs 
had taken my part againft M. and madame de Ven- 
tadour, who had made fome complaints of me to 
their majefties. | peut ine 
One could not give Henry a more fenfible plea- 
fure, than by conforming one’s felf to that complai- 
fance which he had for every one with whom he 


* “I fhould be glad, fays Hen- “ ftem there fhould not be fome 
* ry IV. God had fent him a do- “ offsets.’? Meni. Hift, de France, 
“€ zen fons; for it would be a ibid, 

‘& great pity, that from fo good a 
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1608. . lived'in any degree of friendfhip or farniliarity. I 
> received from him. a gracious acknowledgement for 


fomé fervices rendered to. madame de Verneuil and 
madame de Moret, and for the methods I made ufe: 
of to free him: from Mademoifelle des Effarts.. This 
young lady began to be extremely tronblefome to: 
him :: fhe had the prefumption to expect fhe fhould. 
have the fame afcendant over him as his other mi- 
ftreffes. At laft, however, fhe feemed willing to 
retire into the abbey of Beaumont, and named cer- 
tain conditions, upon which FN and La Varenne 


were often fent by Henry to confer with me, ‘He 


gave himflf the trouble to write to the prefident de 
Motteville, concernmg the place of a Maitre-des- 
Comptes at Rouen, which the young lady requefted 
from one of her friends ; and to Montauban, to ad- 
vance the money for the purchafe. There was a 
neceflity ikewile for giving her a thoufand crowns, 
and five hundred to the abbey of Beaumont, which 
fhe had chofen for her retreat *. Both thefe fums 
the king demanded of me, in a letter dated the 12th 
of May : happy indeed, to get rid of her at fo eafy 
grate 

He likewif defired my advice, as to the manner 
in which he fhould behave to avoid a quarrel with 
the queen; on an occafion when Conchini became @ 
competitor with madame de Verneuil, for a favour 
which that lady had obtained a promife for two years 
before. : “¢oF fove,” faid he in his letter, ** Ma- 
«dame de Verneuil better than Conehini.” Whiclt 
indeed:was.not to'be doubted: but at that time he 
was obliged to at with great circumfpeétion towards 
the queen. ‘This gave rife to an intrigue at court, 
that afforded great pleafure to feveral perfons, which 
Fcannot better explain than by the following letter 
the king writ me from Fontainebleau : 

«© Although I have parted with madathe de Vers 
& neuil upon very bad terms, yet I cannot help 
* She did not retire thither ; or, at leat, 3 the did, fhe did not Ray 
Teng theres 
bovil a ue ‘having 
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«* having fome curiofity to’know, if there be any 
*< foundation for the report which prevails here, 
“hat the prince of Joinville vifits her : learn the 
<< truth of it, and give me notice in a letter, which 
will burn, as-you muft-do this. It is this that 
“* retains him fo long, fay ‘they : yoir know well it 
‘ qs not for want of money.” ~The report was in- 
deed true: Joinville had fuffered himfelf to be cap- 
tivated by the charms of the. marchionefs,: who, sas 
at was faid, did not let him defpair. For.a long 
time, nothing was talked of but their intimacy, and 
the very paffionate letters which it was pretended 
they writ to each other; and it was at laft confi: 
dently reported,; that he-had offered to marry. her : 
at muft be obferved, that all this I repeat after:the 
court and Paris... Trifling as this affair: may feems 
there “were in. it fome circumftances relating to 
the king, of fuch confequence as to make a pro+ 
found fecrecy necefflary., If matters’had really gone 
fo far between the two lovers as people were willing 
to believe, madame de Verneuil, notwithftanding 
all her experience, was here the dupe: fhe was nog 
fuficiently well acquainted with the difpofition and 
conduct of a young man, ftill lefs amorous, than 
rafh and heedlefs: promifes, oaths, privacies, let- 
ters, all, in a very little time, ended in a rupture, 
which was equally imputed to both. However, to 
fay the truth, the fault lay on madame de Villars *, 
who appeared too beautiful in the eyes of Joinville 
to leave his heart faithful to its firft choice. 
Madame de Villars did not at firft appear. fo eafy 
“a conqueft as her rival had been: proud of her al- 
Jiance with the blood-royal, fhe treated him with 
diftance and referve. Joinville, repulfed, and in de- 
{pair, extorted from her a confeffion of the caufe of 
her rigour. She told him, that after the correfpon- 
dence he had, and ftill continued to carry on; witha 
lady fo beautiful and witty as madame de Verneuil, 
_ + Joliet-Hyppolita PEftrées, wife of George de Brancas, marquis.of 
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y ville defended himfelf; it is not neceflary to fay in 


cf 
n 


what terms. She refuted him, by alledging their 


interviews, and letters; one in particular from ma- 


dame de Verneuil, more tender and paffionate than 
the reft. On fuch an occafion, it is a cuftom to 
make, to the beloved lady, a facrifice of her letters 
who was abandoned. Joinville refifted as long as he 
was able; but, at laft, put into the hands of ma- 
dame de Villars that pretended letter: (I fay pre- 
tended, becaufe it was far from being certain that 
this letter, which he was prevailed upon with fo 
much difficulty to fhew, ever came from madame 
de Verneuil) But be that as it will; for the ufe ma- 
dame de Villars intended to make of this letter, it 
was indifferent to her whether it was forged or not. 
This woman had an inveterate hatred to the mar- 
chionefs of Verneuil: the moment fhe had the letter 
in her pofieffion, fhe flew with it to the king. It 
was not difficult, with fuch a proof, to force be- 
lief ; and fhe made fuch an artful ufe of it, that this 
prince, hitherto ignorant, or willing to feem fo, of 
the greateft part of the intrigue, came inftantly to 
me, witha heart filled with grief and rage, and re- 
lated to me I know not how many circumftances, 
which to him appeared as certain proofs of her guilt; 
tho’ I thought them far from being convincing. Itold 
him, for it was neceffary to treat this affair metho- 
dically, that he ought to hear what madame de Ver- 
neuil could fay for herfelf, before he condemned her, 
€ Oh! heavens, hear her, cried Henry, the has 
fuch power of expreffion, that if I liften to her, 
fhe will perfuade me I am to blame, and that fhe 
is injured: yet I will fpeak to her, and fhew her 
thefe proofs of her perfidy.”: In effect, he went 
away breathing nothing but vengeance.  Joinville’s 
intrigues with the governor of Franche Comté feem: 
ed to him not half fo criminal. 
The marchjonefs of Verneuil, long accuftomed ta 
thefe fort of tranfports, was not much alarmed; and 
3 main: 
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‘maintained to the king, that Joinville had been 
wicked enough to forge | this letter. Henry, foften- 
ed by a circumftance which had not entered into his 

. head before, became almoft entirely fatisfied, when 

fhe propofed to him, to fubmit it to my judement, 

whether the hand-writing was her’s or not, fenible 
that no collufion could be fufpected between us; 

fhe not having an excefs of confidence in me, nor I 
too much efteem for her. Accordingly the papers 
were put into my hands, and a day fixed for the de- 
cifion of this caufe, which was’ to be determined at 
the houfe of the marchionefs. I went thither in the 
morning, and was introduced into her clofet, where 
fhe waited both for her accufer and her judge; in an 
undrefs that exprefled great negligence. 

I had already begun to queftion her, when Henry 
came in with Montbazon: I am not permitted to 
relate the reft; for the king would not fuffer any of 
thofe that came with him to be prefent at this confe- 
rence: however, they heard us talk very loud, and 
the marchionefs weep. The king went from her 
apartment into another, and defiring all that were 

there to withdraw, took me to one of the moft di- 
{tant windows to examine the papers with him more 

_ exactly. This was not done fo calmly, but thofe 

that were without might hear us difdourte with great 
heat; and that I went often backwards and forwards, 
between the lady’s clofet and the place where the 
king ftood. The conclufion of this fcene was, that 

the king went away entirely fatisfied with his mi- 
firefs *, As for Joinville, whatever part he had 


* In the Memoires of Baffompi- ‘* given her. : The affair was ace 
etre, Vol. I. p.02. I find the fol: ‘* commodated by the duke of E~ 
lowing account of this intrigues ‘* guillon’s bringing to the kinga 
§* A few days afterwards happened ‘ clerk of Bigot, who confetled 
** the difference between madam ‘© that he had forged thofe letters ; 
ff de Verneuil andthe king, which ‘ and the prince of Joinville was 
ff had its origin from madam de ‘ banifhed.”” Our Memoirs men- 
Villars having fhewn the king tion this to have happened this 
*€ fome letters which madam de year; but it was in the year 1603, 
f€ Verneuil had wrote to the prince upon the recurn of Henry 1V. from 
* of Jeypvilte, and which he had his journey to Metz, 
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acted, it was happy for him that it was Henry with 
whom he had todo; and the more fo, as he engag- 
ed, almoft immediately afterwards, in another in- 
trigue of the fame ae with madame de Moret *, 

which I was not acquainted with. 

The count of Sommerive + was likewife hardy 
enough to become the rival of his mafter, and to 
make the countefs of Moret the object of his gallan- 
tries, with whom he began by a propofal of mar- 
riage ; and it was believed, that he had given her a 
promife i in writing: for toa young man tranfported 
with paffion, the one cofts as little as the other. 
The king, when he was informed of it, approved 
of the match, and employed La Borde, a gentleman 
whom ‘he knew to be more faithfully devoted to him 
than any of thofe that reforted to the countefs’s 


* The Memoirs for the hiftory 
of France gives this account of it : 
** The prince of Joinville having 
made his addreffes to one of the 
king’s favourites, who was one 
of thofe whom Tertullian calls 
Publicarum libidinumvittima ; ; fhe, 
to excufe herfelf, alledged the 
* prince had given her a promife 
of marriage. He thereby incur- 
red the king’s difpleafure, who 
commanded him either to banifh 
himfelf, or marry the lady. At 
firft, he put on the appearance of 
being willing to marry her, and 
to go on with what he had be- 
gun: but at laft he declared, 
that he had never any fuch in- 
tention; and faid aloud, T hat, 
‘ the king only excepted, if any 
* gentleman, or any one of what- 
ever quality, had given him fuch 
* language, he would have fet both 
his feet on his neck. The count 
de Lude hearing of this, faid it 
was the fentiment of a hang- 
man. Madam de Cuife, in tears, 
came and threw herfelf at the 
king’s feet, and, as if the were 
in the extremeft defpair, begged 
** of his majefty to kill her. To 
ff which the king anfwered, I have 
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‘ never killed any ladies, and T do 
not know how to go about it, 
 Thofe, adds he, who were ef- 
** teemed to be the moft knowing 
‘€ at court, gave out it was the 
“ king himfelf who had induced 
£ the countefs to do what the 
Verde” 

‘I gave notice, fays Baffompi- 
‘€ erre in his Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 
** 208, to the prince of Joinville, 
‘€ and madam de Meret, of the de 
‘« fign the king had to furprife 
“ them together. They were not 
‘ found together; but the king 
‘6 difcovered enough to forbid Mon, 
‘€ de Chevreufe,the name the princé | 
uk +] Joinville then bore, the court; 
‘€ and would have done the famé 
‘ by ber, had the not been on the 
‘ point-of being brought to bed : 
‘€ but mine made up this diffe- 
{ rence.” Henry gave orders to 
take the prince of Joinville into 
cuftody ; but he efcaped out of the 
kingdom, and did not return till 
after the death of Henry 1V. his 
family baving never been able to 
prevail on the king to recal him, 
Galanteries des Rois de France. * * 

t+ Charles-Emanuel de Lorrain, 
fecond fon of the duke of Maiennei 
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houfe, to difcover if they were fincere on both fides; r608. 
and to take care to prevent the youth from tranf. Lys 


greffing the bounds of his duty. La Borde’s report 
was not very favourable to the count of Sommerive, 
who, at firft, had fome thoughts of murdering this 
troublefome Argus; and meeting him one day as he 
was coming from church, he fell upon him fo furi- 
oufly, that La Borde, to fave his life, was obliged 
to have recourfe to flight. The king commanded 
me to examine into this fact, which, in his fury, he 
called an affaffination. “The time Sommerive had 
chofen for it, and the difrefpect it fhewed for the 
king, rendered him ftill more guilty. 

_ However, it being neceflary to obferve fome cau- 
tion, tho’ it were only in confideration of La Borde ; 
for the king was fenfible, that Sommerive was a far 
more dangerous perfon to deal with than Joinville ; 
La Varenne came to me from his majefty, to con- 
fult upon proper meatures for managing this affair, 
without wounding his own authority ; and we agreed, 
that the beft expedient was, to prevail upon the duke 
of Maïenne himfelf to do the king juftice, with re- 
card to the offence his fon had committed. againft 
him: I was charged with this mefiage, and the con- 
duct of it left wholly to my judgment. I found the 
duke cf Maienne fo ill with a fit of the gout, which 
was attended with a high fever, that there was no 
poffibility of {peaking to him, efpecially upon fuch 
a fubject. .Theduke of Eguillon *, Sommerive’s 
eldeft brother, told me, that this action of his bro- 
ther was not more deeply refented by any perfon than 
by. his own family ; that it had been the caufe of his 
father’s illnefs ; and wifhed himfelf dead, as well as 
this unworthy brother, rather than to become the 
reproach of their relations. He added, that the 
king himfelf knew. but too well how Sommerive 
treated them all, tho’, for the honour of the fami- 


* Henry de Lorrain, duke of Eguillon, and afterwards of Maienne. 
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1608. ly, they concealed his behaviour from the public: 
vs that this laft offence gave them inconceivable af- 


fiction. And after’entreating me to affift him with 
my advice, he declared that he would go himielf, 


“if his majefty required it, to receive his orders, and 


would execute them, whatever they were, upon his 


own brother: and that, for himfelf, he would ra- 


ther lofe his life than fail in the oath he had taken, 
to obey his mafter with all the fidelity and zeal of a 


~ fervant and fubject. 


To conceal from D’Eguillon that I had been com- 
miffioned by the king to come thither, I told him, 
that I would not advife him to go to his majefty, 


becaufe I did not know whether he was yet informed . 


of the affair, but that,in twenty-four hours, I would 
give him fuch advice-as I thought moft for his inte- 
reft (for fo long it required to fend to Fontainebleau 
to know his majefty’s intentions.) I, therefore, con- 
tented myfelf, at prefent, with reprefenting to him 
the atrocioufnefs of Sommerive’s crime, and the fa- 
tal confequences that might attend it. He exclaim- 


ed againft it himfelf, with a fi incerity which I thought 


it my duty to reprefent to his majefty, telling him, 


at the fame time, that he had only to pronounce 
what fatisfaction he required, the family fearing no- 
thing fo much as the lofs of his favour. 

Henry fent me notice, by Villeroi, that he was 
fatisfied with what D’Eguillon had faid to me, al- 
though he was convinced that all this rage againit 
Somn merive would not hinder them carrying it with 
a high hand in public, as they had already done up- 
on oth er occafions of the fame kind: he ordered me 
to make the whole houfe of Lorrain fenfible how 
greatly they were indebted to his indulgence, in re- 
ferring to them the chaftifement of Biiarites that 
he expected they would immediately oblige him to 
retire, tho’ it were only to Soiffons, as being unwor- 
thy to ftay in a place where his majefty was; that 
D’F guillon fhould come and tell him what refolu- 
2 tion 
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tion they had taken, in the mean while; till he 1608. 
fhould himfelf name the punifhment; offer to be fe. wy~s 


curity for Sommerive’s appearance, and even con- 
ducted him to the Baftile, if fuch was the king’s 
pleafure or make him leave the kingdom, and not 
return till after the expiration of two or three years. 
Henry infinuated, that it was this laft part he fhould 
take, although it required fome confideration. on 
account of Sommerive’s intrigues with Spain. The 
king had been told, that this young nobleman had 
endeavoured to prevail upon the count of St. Paul 
to go with him to Holland, with an intention to en- 
ter into the fervice of the archdukes ; that he had 
taken the advice of Du Terrail, aati} as {oon as 
the faét was committed, had fent fome of his fer- 
vants to Flanders. It was neither to that country, 
nor to any other dependant upon the Spaniards, 
which his majefty chofe he fhould retire to ; but to- 
wards Nancy, from whence he might pafs to the 
‘Emperor’s court, or into Hungary ; ; that country 
being moft agreeable to his majefty. 4 

To this letter of Villeroi’s was added a fhort 
billet, addrefied tome, by the king, and contained 
-only thefe few words: ‘‘ I muft tell you, that the 
‘ beft of the whole race is worth but little : God 
s* grant I may be miftaken.” However he was 
not difpleafed with D’Eguillon’s behaviour, when 
he waited on him at Fontainebleau : his majefty 
only thought that he fhewed fome little affectation 
in endeavouring to extenuate his brother’s offence, 
The king told him, that it was his will Sommerive 
fhould retire to Lorrain, and not ftir from thence 
-without his permiffion. 1 was commiffioned to no- 
‘tify this order to the duke of Maïenne, his majefty 
being willing, at the entreaties of D’ Eguillon, to 
{pare him the ungrateful tafk. 

D’Eguillon did not make a proper application of 
- the leffons the king gave him in relation to his bro- 
ther, No one was ignorant of the affection bjs 

ma 
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. majefty had for Balagny *: he had lately given a 
2 proof of it, by maintaining himin the poffeffion of 
the greffes of Bordeaux, of which the contractors 
endeavoured to deprive him. D’Eguillon had the 
imprudence to quarrel with him-upon fome ‘affairs 
of gallantry indeed, and the bafenefs, fome time 
after, to attack him when he’ was almoft alone, 
while himfelf was accompanied with a body. of 
armed men. The prejudice Henry already had to 
this family increafed the indignation he felt for this 
attempt. In the firft emotions of his anger, he 
writ to me, that being refolved to punifh D’Eguil- 
lon for it, he eayneftly entreated me to forget the 
friendfhip I had hitherto had for this family, fince 


I ought to feta much higher value upon that of 


my king. This letter afforded me a proof of this 
prince’s great knowledge of mankind: he predicted 
to me, that all the obligations I fhould confer on 
D’Eguillon would be forgot, if, .through any 
change of my fortune, I fhould be incapable of ad- 
ding to them :..and this du has been fully 
accomplifhed. 

However, I was then aime of the contrary, 
and liftening only to what my friendfhip for the 
whole houfe of Lorrain fuggefted to me, the king’s 
letter, which his, courier, meeting me at my return 
from Sully; delivered to me at Montargis, did not 
hinder me from anfwering his: majefty immediately, 
and that only to do the very thing he had forbid me, 
which was : the ‘foliciting a pardon for D’Eguillon, 


without. deferring it: ll... went to. court, which I 


propofed to do immediately afterwards: : My letter 
was not unufeful to D’Eeuillon, when Hé prefent- 


ed himfelf to his majetty to clear himfelf of' the 


charge. This is what the king himfelf writ me, 
May 22d: ‘ Your letter came very feafonably ; 


* Damien de Montluc, lord of mont de Buffy d’Amboife: he was, 
Balagny, fon of John prince of at that time, only 25 or 26 years 


Cambray, and of Renée "de Cler- old, and unmarried. 
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é for he arrived this night, and talked to mein 1608: 
“ fuch a manner, that I was fcarce able to reftrain “Y™) 


my anger. Certainly this youth grows very in- 
& folent.” I did not however abandon his intereft, 
When I went to Fontainebleau, I found the king’s 
refentment fo violent, that there was a neceflity for 
all the perfeverance the warmeft friendfhip is capa- 
ble of to vanquifh it. I obtained, at length, that 
this affair fhould be left to me, to make up in the 
beft manner J could.’ I furmounted, ‘with the fame 
fteadinefs of friendthip, many’ other difficulties, 
which were not inferior to this; and believed. that 
all was forgotten on both fides, congratulating my- 
felf upon my fuccefs, when I heard in what manner 
D’Eguillon talked of this good office in public, and 
the gratitude he exprefled to me for it. 

Yet this man, without faith and without huma- 
nity, difhonoured himfelf and me, a fhort time af- 
terwards, by completing the crime, which I had 
fo lately obtained His pardon for attempting, and 
procured Balagny to be affaffinated. The letter his 
majefty writ to me upon it, will give the. reader the 
trueft notion of this crime. My friend, you 
& have doubtlefs heard of the wicked aétion com- 
‘ mitted upon Balagny: I would not write you an 
ée account of it, till I had heard all the informa- 
tions ; for, on fuch occafions, the parties are not 
to be believed: Things are worfe than you can 
imagine : he has: violated the promife he made 
‘ to you, and irreparably wounded his honour, 
by the extreme cowardice and cruelty of falling 
upon a fingle man with numbers. I had rather 
a fon of mine were dead, than that he fhould be 
guilty of fuch an action. The bearer will tell 
you the particulars. ‘The relations of both have 

“attempted to fight; but I have taken care to pre: 
“* vent it. Adieu. I love you LAINE and with 
‘€ this truth I conclude.” 

But Henry: (for Lfelt too much horror at this 
{angel to dwell on it any longer) was cae 
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LENS fact to blame, fince it was through his eafinefs of 
y temper, that the rage of duelling had fpread through 


the court, the city, and over the whole kingdom * ; 
and to fuch excefs was it carried, that it gave me, 
and even his majefty himfelf, infinite fatigue and 
trouble, to compofe differences, and to.hinder, each 


day, the difputants from proceeding to the laftex- 


tremities. Before the affair of Balagny happened, 
the baron de Courtaumer came to tell me, that he 
was bufy in reconciling his two nephews, M. the 
prince of Conti, and the prince of Joinville. Mon- 
tigny quarrelled, for no caufe, with D’Epernon, 
whom I was ordered to pacify. ‘* For you know,” 
faid Henry in his letter, ‘that he will always be 
‘< the mafter.” The forcibly carrying away of a 
young lady occafioned a combat between the fa: 
milies of La-Force and St. Germain. St. Ger- 
main, the fon, who was the ravifher, being fent 
for by the chancellor, in the king’s name, leit Pa- 
ris, inftead of obeying, and went to his father, 
which made his majefty apprehenfive that he would 
divulge, amongft foreigners, fome important orders 
which he could not be ignorant that’ he had given to 
La-Force. 

This eafinefs of temper in the king was the true 
caufe of that licentioufnefs and fedition which had 
infected the court and the kingdom, and which his 
majefty fo deeply lamented: the gentry had taken 
it from the nobility, and the nobility from the 
princes of the blood. The count of Soiffons pub- 
licly fhewed his difcontent. The prince of Con- 
dé, by indifcrete fallies, fome indeed only worthy 
of laughter, and others of confequence enough to 
give great caufe of uneafinefs to his majefty, al- 
moit exhaufted his patience. It was believed, that 
marriage would cure his impetuofity and wildnefs ; 


© * Leomenie computed, in 1607, JV. came to the crown. The 
how many French gentlemen had. number was found to be full 4000. 
been killed in duels, fince Henry Mem, Hif, de Fr, ibid. 


and 
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and Mademoifelle de Montmorency * was the wife: 1608. 


the-king chofe for him. 
completed Henry’s domeftic muse as we fhall 
fee in the following year. 

: The difficulties that arofe, concerning the mar- 
riage of Mademoifelle de Mercceur, icreafed his 
fie of the whole houfe of Lorrain. She had 
been contracted to M. de Vendome, in the year 
1598, when the king took a journey to Brittany. 


The parties were now of age to confummate the. 


marriage; but the mother, and grand-mother of 
the young lady, had taken care to infpire her with 
fuch an averfon for M. de Vendome, that fhe would 
not fuffer him to fpeak to her. 
dé, who was not then married, would have been a 


more agreeable match, in all their opinions ; but, : 


fince that could not take place, the duchefs was 
unwilling to let her daughter’s large eftates go out 
of the family. The king could not help thinking, 
that the dukes of Guife and Maienne contributed to 
fupport this lady in her obftinate refiftance to his 
will. I often combated this opinion, and repre- 
fented to his majefty, that, on this occafion, he did 
not do them juftice, which in the end he had rea- 
fon to be convinced of, by the little oppofiticn they 
made to his intentions, when they were declared to 
them by the marquifs D’Oraifon, whom they had 
fent to his majefty. 

The readieft and the fureft way for Henry to ac- 
complifh this marriage, was to have affumed his 
authority, and given them an abfolute command 
to fulfil the contraé&t : but this prince + had lefs in- 
clination to take fuch meafures on this occafion than 


* Margaret Charlotte of Mont- duchefs, on her part, caufed the 


The prince of Con- . 


. morency. 

: + Henry, in his anger, threat- 
ened the duchefs de Mercœur to 
make her pay two hundred thou- 
fand crowns for damages, befides 
the penalty of a hundred thoufand 
fer breach of covenant. The 


— - 


Baie 


king to be told, that he might not 
only take the hundred thoufand 
crowns, but all her eftates befides, 
if he was entitled to them. Her 
daughter retired to a nunnery of 
capuchins, with intent to take the 
veil, Mem, Hif, de Fr, ibid. 


on 


It was this marriage that cu 
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1608. : on any other. It only rémained then, either to ena 
vw deavour, by gentlenefs and perfuafion, to prevail 


upon the ladies, or to have recourfe to the decifion 
of the law, which muft undoubtedly have been in 
his-favour, were his majefty to be treated with the 
fame impartiality as any private man: but this was 
to draw it out into length, by the delays and tricks” 
of the courts of juftice. It would take up a con-. 
fiderable time to bring up only the letters of attor- 
ney from Lorrain, without which the proceedings. 
could not be begun; and it would be two months 


before the affair could be terminated, although his 


majefty fhould interpofe his authority, to oblige 
them to difpenfe with the accuftomed formalities in 
his favour. However, gentle methods were far 
more eligible, fince not only the union of two per-: 
fons; but that of feveral families, were concerned 
in it. There ftill remained many refources for a 
young woman forced from her relations, and obliged: 
to marry, in fpite of herfelf, to regain her liberty,’ 
although all the ceremonies were performed that 
fhould feem to have deprived her of* it, efpecially 
if fhe could not be prevented from privately receiv- 
ing bad counfels. For thefe reafons, therefore, I 
advifed his majefty to try gentle methods, in the 
long letter I fent him in anfwer to his. 

For this purpofe many conferences were held at: 
the houfes of the two duchefles, at that of the: 
duchefs of Guife, aunt to the young lady, and at 
the princefs of Conti’s, during which time M. de 
Vendome was kept at a diftance, his majefty hav- 
ing fent him under the conduéct-of La-Vallée into 
Brittany. As for me, I thought no perfon better 
qualified to manage this negotiation than father Cot- 
ton. J'advifed the king to ‘employ him, and he fuc- 
ceeded fo well, that at the time when the king was 
moft fully perfuaded he fhould never terminate this 
affair, but by the ordinary courfe of law, and had 
already. writ to the firft prefident on this fubject, 
this father, on’ a füdden, gave him hopes that it 
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would be concluded by other means. The art of 1608. 
directing confciences, in which he “excelled, gave Lu 


him up immediately the firft point, and not the 
Jeaft effential They began to ceafe their invectives, 
which only nourifhed hatred and difguft. Father 
Cotton did not fail to go as often as he could to the 
king, to give him an account of the progrefs he 
had made; and his majefty, from time to time, 
fent him to the chancellor and me to take our advice, 


and was highly pleafed with the fervice he did him 


upon this occafion. | 

The mother and the daughter were the firft that 
were prevailed upon; but not without the duchefs’s 
giving fuch free fcope to her refentment againft the 
king, her relations, and all the world, that Henry 
believed he fhould never find a favourable moment 
to obtain her confent, but exhorted me, if fuch a 
one ever offered, not to let it efcape. The grand- 
mother, and fome other confidants of the duchefs’s, 
as La-Porte the confeffor, continued a long time 
obftinate : but, at length, all were appeafed, and 
the marriage was celebrated *. The king was not 
quite freed from his fufpicion, that the Guifes, and 
all the princes of the houfe of Lorrain, fought, in 
reality, to deceive him, under an appearance of the 
ereateft refpect and deference; for which reafon, 
when the poft of firft prefident of the chamber of 
accounts in Provence became vacant by the death 
of Beauville, and the duke of Guife folicited it for 
one of his friends, as likewife the countefs of Sault 
for one of hers, he denied them both. ‘* They have 
‘€ both been fupporters of the League,” faid he; 
and this was all the reafon he gave me for it, when 
he writ to me to confult with the chancellor about 
filling up this place with one more fit for it. 


* The 7th of Julyin the year ‘the king fhone all over with 
following. The nuptials,’’ fays ‘* jewels of an ineftimable value 5 
the Memoires de l’Hift, de France, ‘ he run at the ring, and feldom 
“© were fplendid and magnificent: ‘* failed of carrying the prize.” 
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Not all the arguments I ufed to the king, could 


y. preventhim from giving, if I may ufe the ‘expref- 


fion, a right to every one to difturb his quiet, by 
continually bringing him informations againft the 
moft illuftrious perfons in the kingdom, as well 
catholics as proteftants. Sometimes he was told, 
that the Duke of BHO Du-Pleffis, and other 
heads of the reformed religion, were levying troops ; 
fometimes that it was agreed upon between them, 
M. the prince, M. the count, and even all thofe 
that had been the greateft fupporters of the League 
againft them,. to take poffeffion of feveral towns. 
Another time, it was faid, that the duke of Roan- 
nais held affemblies in Anjou, which Pont-Cour- 
lai writ allo to me: but nothing fo much alarmed 
his majefty as the advice he received from a gen- 
tleman of Poitou; for this province was always 


. made the feat of rebellion. This man faid, that 


he had been prefent at affemblies of a great num- 
ber of gentlemen, who acted in the names of al- 
moft all the grandees of the kingdom, befides the 
proteftants, in which he was a witnefs, that they 
had fixed upon a day for feizing a great number 
of towns which he named, and “had delivered out 
money for the making provifion of {caling-ladders, 
petards, arms, and ammunition, neceffary for the 
enterprife. 

The king was at. Fontainebleau, without any 
train, and only with a defign to make fome parties 


- for hunting, when this informer was prefented to 


him: he fent him back to Paris, with orders to 
wait on Sillery and Villeroi, to whom he gave fuch 
exact memorials, that the king was no longer in 
doubt of the truth of his report, and, full of ap- 
prehenfions, returned inftantly to Paris through 
Melun, and entered the city at the gate St. An- 
toine. He fent St. Michael immediately for me, 
having matters, he faid, of the utmoft confequence 
to communicate to me. My wife and my children 

being 
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being then in the city with all the Coaches of the £608. 
houfe, I was obliged to wait till one was fent me by WY 
Phelipeaux, 

* T found the king fhüt up in me queen’s little 
clofet-; with him were that princes, the chancel- 

Jor, dnd Villéroi} bufy in examining thofe papers 
which had heated the lively imagination of Henry. 

st Well, Monfieur Obftinacy,” faid he to me as I 
ehtered, “‘ here”is the war begua.”? : So much the 
better, Sire, faid 1; for it can ge only againft the 
Spaniards. No, no, anfweréd'he, it is againtt 
“much nearer neighbours, fapporeed by all yout 
*“huguenots.” All the huguenots ! returned 13 

ah, Site, what makes you imagine fo? I will anfwet 

for many, that they do not entertain the leaft no- 

tion of it, and Iam ready to anfwer for almoft all 

the reft, that they dare not. ‘ Did I not tell you; 

te my deat, ” faid his majefty; turning to the queen, 

that he would not believe this ? according to 

# him, no one dare give me the leaft offerice, and 

“it depends only upon myfelf to, give law to all 

& the world.” {It is crue, Site, I replied, and fo 
“you may whenever you pleafe.” 

Villeroi and Sillery attempted to füppoit his ma- 
jefty’s opinion, that this was a moft danger ous con- 
Sopa id _ I feprefented to them, that it was great 
wealcnefs to fuffet themfelves to be intimidated “thus 
by rere trifles: I took the paper out of their hands. 
and could not help fmiling when I found, that, of 
this formidable body of rebels; only ten of a ddzen 
‘poor inconfiderable gentlemen and foldiers were 
Mentioned, whofe perfotis I knew, being, in reality, 
in my government ; and five or fix villages, as La- 
“Haye in Toutaine, St. John d’Angle, ‘La-Roche- 
pozai, St. Savin, and Chauvigny-le-Blant in Ber- 
ty : Pardieu, Sire, refumed I with fome emotion, 
théfe gentlemen mean to jeft both with yout ma- 
jefty and me, by making thefe idle reports of con- 
fequence enough to affect you with any apprehen- 
‘ti and inducing you to take meaftres to pre vent 

24 what 
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1608. what will never happen. The whole myftery is this: 
vs one of your fubjects has an inclination to get an hun- 


dred crowns from you. 

‘ Notwithftanding all you can fay, replied the 
“ king, I ain SAT à that there is a neceffity for 
“ my going thither, or elfe that you fhould fet 
‘ out in two days, and give proper orders ‘there 
“ for keeping every thing quiet.” If you would 
confent, Sire, replied I, after liftening patiently to 
a Jong detail he made me of the artillery, ammu- 


nition, and other warlike ftores neceffary for this: 


expedition, to let me manage it my own way, I will 
engage to bring this affair to a conclufion, without 

auch trouble or expence.  Pardieu, faid Henry, 
** you are the moft obftinate man J ever faw ; well, 
<< what would'you fay?” Sire, anfwered I, I only 


defire you will give me Moret the prevôt, and 


twenty archers, and I will bring you a good account 
of thefe rebels.‘ You will have it fo, ” faid Hen- 


ry, vanquifhed by my perfeverance ; ‘* but if any 


accident fhould happen, you will have all the 


*¢ blame.” However, the king’s fears were whol- 


ly groundlefs. My whole army confifted of twenty 
horfe, with which I feized all thofe perfons that had 
been accufed, very few of whom were punifhed, 
his majefty finding moft of them innocent, . and 
that the others were not worth troubling himfelf 


with. 


The affembly of proteftants, which it was necef- 
fary fhould be held this year, for appointing the 
two deputies-general, feemed to the king to merit 


. full more attention, on account of the prefent fitu- 


ation of affairs. He ordered me to affift at it for 
the third time; and that I might do fo with the 
greater conveniency, the aflembly was fummoned 
to meet at Gergeav, of which I was governor, and 


where I could direct every thing from my eftate of 


Sully; which extended to the gates of that city. 
I fhall be filent as to the article of my inftructions. 
On the 3d of October, when I wrote for the firit 

time 
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time to Villeroi, the affembly had not yet taken 1608. 
any form, although the members had met fome Uyno 
days before; for they ftill expected fome of the 
provincial deputies.. When I found, that, by one 
fingle word, I had put all the difaffected to filence, 
I took upon myfelf to anfwer for it to his majefty, 
that nothing would be done in it contrary to his 
will; which, however, he could not be perfuaded 
to believe. All the letters I received from the king 
and Villeroi were filled with complaints of the 
proteftants, ‘* Send back my courier immediate- 
ly,” faid the king in one of his letters, ‘there are 
‘*’ people at Gergeau with whom there is no deal- 
“ ing: they have treated you like a catholic; I 
<< knew they would do fo: and four days ago, I 
 faw a letter from Saumur which prefcribed the 
‘< manner.” | | 
It is certain, that there was,‘ at firft, fome tu- 

mult in the affembly, and upon this ‘account in 
particular, that his majefty had fent two catholic 
governors into the cities of Montendre and Tartas, 
which they alledged had been yielded to them by 
the king. They fupported their demands by the 
tenor of the edicts, and complained that Caumont 
had been taken from them in the fame manner. 
Chambaut, Du-Bourg, and Du-Ferrier, were fent, 
by the aflembly, to me at Sully, with meffages full 
of fubmiffion to his majefty, to whom they had 
likewife refolved to depute two or three of their 
body upon the fame fubject. As I knew his ma- 
jefty would not receive this deputation favourably, 
I endeavoured to diffuade them from that defign : 
Freprefented to them, that I had no commiffion 
from the king to treat upon this article; but that I 
would write about it to him. I excufed myfelf 
from having any thing to do with regard to Mon- 
cenis, a place upon which they had the fame pre- 
tenfions as the two former, becaufe it belonged to 
M. the count. 
F3 I 
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I writ to Villeroi what the aflembly had propofed,. 


ys charging him to reprefent to the king, that, if he. 


was willing this affair fhould. not be, protracted, it. 
would be neceffary to fatisfy fuch of their demands. 
as were juit, or promife, at leait, to do fo, when. 
he fhould return an anfwer to them : to which his 
majefty confented. This article difpatched, which. 
was one. of the eight propofed by the affembly, I 
told them, that, of thofe that remained, five were, 
to be: brought before the council, as falling à under. 
the. cognifance of that tribunal; and that they. 
ought now..to. fettle the principal affair, which was: 
the appointing the two deputies, . His majelty no- 
tified. his: intentions to them on this fubjeét, which, 
were, conformable to what he had declared. to them: 
before, as has been feen when J treated of the ge-. 
neral aflembly held at Châtelleraut : and this affair. 
was likewife. concluded to the. entire fatisfaétion of 
both parties, by means of a propofal I made to the 
king to appoint Villarnou to be deputy for the no-, 
bility, and Mirande for thofe of the fecond order. 


‘The former, would have been chofen the preceding, 


year, if he had not been propofed in a manner con-, 
trary to.the form preicribed PR the king... He went 
immediately to receive his orders, bearing a, letter 
from me. to the king, who fummed up to him,..in 
a few words, the dates of his office, and femed 
very well fatisfied with his choice. 

The aflembly, after this, continued no oper 
than was neceflary. to receive the brevet of the de- 
puties acceptation, and all was over before the firft 
of November. His majefty, in every letter he 
writ to me, Aaya cave, to me, in particular, to 
be fpeedy in fettling this bufinefs ; to return to him 
as foon as. pofib'e, and always concluded with his 
ufual expreffions of kindnefs. ‘Lhe laft courier 
that I difpatched to him found him at the Arfenal,, 
from. whence, as Vilieroi informed me in his jee: 
ter, * he returned at feven in the evening, making 

him 
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him write to me at eighty not being willing to do it 1608. 
himfelf for fear of keeping the courier too long. CU 

When Ireturned; I gave his majefty a more ex- 
act account than I had done in my letters, of all 
that has pafled at Gergeau, and of the pacific dif- 
pofitions in which I had found a great number of 
the beft and moft confiderable perfons of the prote- 
ftant body. His majefty was then at Fontaine- 
bleau, where he ftaid as lone this year as any of 
the former ones: he had returned thither the mid- 
dle of May, after that fhort jotrney to Paris which 
I have mentioned, and: ftaid there all June and Ju- 
ly ; in Auguit he went back to Paris, from whence 
he went to St. Germain; and afterwards to Mon- 
ceaux, where he ftaid fifteen days; and, pafing 
through Fontainebleau, came to Paris the begin- 
ning of Otober, while: I was ftill at Gergeau ; in 
the middle of October he went again to Fontaine- 
bleau, where he ftaid all the remainder of that 
month; and part of November, and then returned 
to difpatch his affairs. I have already obferved, that 
this manner of living was only fatiguing to hime 
felf, and a few of his principal miniiters, 

He was not this year afflicted with any danger 
ous diftemper. In a letter he writ to me from 
Fontainebleau, dated June 2d, he fays, ‘I have » 
<< had a fever, which has lafted two days anda 
‘ night; but it only proceeds from a cold, which, 
£ by the help of God, :I ‘hope will not have any 
‘ bad confequences. J am refolvéd to take more 
care of my health than [I have done hitherto: 
“ this you may depend upon, as allo upon the af- 
‘6 furance I gave you of my affection for you? 
“Yet he ftill continued the fatigue of the chace. 
From St, Germain he writ to me, that he had taken 
a ftag in an hour: that he went afterwards to bed, 
where he lay another hour, and then went to walk 
‘in his gardens, and to vifit his manufacturers. 
Henry, while this cold in his head continued, wet 
eight or ten handkerchiefs in a day: he had, at 
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the fame time, a defluxion in his ears and throat, 


y which was very troublefome to him. And after- 


wards preparing himfelf, by purges, to drink the 
waters Of Spa, he was feized with a loofenefs, from 
which he fuffered violent pains for two days, and 
which left a weaknefs upon him for a confiderable 
time afterwards. This was a diforder that prevail- 
ed not only over all that diftrict, from whence his 
méjefty writ to me, that he had with him the good 
man Villeroi, and above a hundred gentlemen of his 
court, who were afflicted with it, but likewife in 
Paris, and all the neighbouring parts. 

Almoft all the children of his majefty were fick 
during the month of May. In his letter to me, in 
which he fent me an account of it, his paternal ten- 
dernefs made him enter into the fmalleft circumftan- 
ces relating to the ftate of their health, none of 
which, indeed, were indifferent to me. In his let- 
ter he fent me from Fontainebleau, dated May the 
16th, he fays, ** [am in great affliction, having all 
“© my children ill here: my daughter de Verneuil 
€6 has got the meafles; my fon, the Dauphin, vo- 
<* mited twice yefterday; he has a flight fever, at- 
“¢ tended with a drowfinefs, and a fore throat: 
‘ from thefe fymptoms, the phyficians think he 
‘6 likewife will have the meafles. Laft night, my 
‘ daughter began to have a little fever: my fon 
€ d’Orleans has a continued one ; 3 but it is more 
** violent one day than another.” This prince’s 
illnefs was moft dangerous, and lafted longer than 
any of the other. ‘ Judge, continued he, whe- 
** ther, with all this, I muft not fuffer great unea- 
<< finefs. I will every day give you an account of 
** my children’s health.” Happily they all recover- 
ed. ‘ Whatever it fhall pleafe God to do with 
“< them,” faid this prince to me, “1 will fubmit pati- 
*¢ ently to his will: all the difpenfations of his provi- 
** dence are good.” He enquired, with his ufual good- 
ne!s, how my fon did, who, he had been told, had 
the fmall-pox, He chofe Noify for the place of as 
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children’s refidence during thefummer, and would 1608, 
not fuffer them to be removed to St. Germain till No- cy 


vember, at which time he fent me orders, as ufual, 
to have them carried thither,, with Madame de 
Montglat, in the coaches and litters of the queen 
Margaret : ; ordering me to tell Madame de Verneuil 
to fend hers thither likewife, the fmall- -pox then 
raging at Paris. 

The fon of this lady, who was called, the mar- 
quis de Verneuil *, was, by the king his father, de- 
fiened for the church; and the bifhopric of Metz 
becoming vacant, he had fome thoughts of giving 
it him; but the procuring this prince to be nomi- 
nated, the illegitimacy of his birth, and his youth, 
for he was yet but achild, were three obftacles to 
his advancement to this fee. It was in the power of 
the chapter of Metz to remove the firft, by admit- 
ting the young prince as a candidate; or, if that 
was too difficult to be granted, to appoint the cardi- 
nal of Guife either to be bifhop or adminiftrator, 
becaufe, from his hands, it might afterwards eafily 
pafs into thofe of the young De Verneuil. This 
chapter having both a right to chufe themfelves a 
bifhop, in cafe of a vacancy, by refignation, or 
death, and of giving the adminiftration of the re- 
venues of the bifhopric to any perfon they pleafed, 
there was no neceffity for ufing many perfuafions 
with them ; for, as foon as they perceived that it 
would pleafe the king to have his fon appointed, 
he was admitted and chofen unanimoufly. 

But it was the Pope alone who could grant the 
neceffary difpenfation on the other two articles, the 
birth and age of the young prince. His majefty, 


* Henry de Bourbon, Marquis, purple to this prince. He enjoy- 


or, according to others, duke of 
Verneuil, afterwards bifhop of 
Metz. If Paul V. fhewed himfelf 
fo difficult on account of the bi- 
fhopric of Metz, Innocent X. 
fhewed himfelf much more fo: 
for he pofitively refufed to give the 


ed more than four hundred thou- 
fand livres a year in benefices, 
when he gave them all up in 1668, 
to marry Charlotte Seguier, widow 
of Maximiliam Francis, third duke 
of Sully. He died in 1682, 


to 
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1608. to prevail upon him to grant this favour, {ent the 
Sr duke of Nevers to Rome*. Valerio, the courier 
from Rome, was received ina moft obliging man- 
ner at Paris, and retained there till the end of March. 
The marchionefs of Verneuil negleéted nothing to 
fecure the fuccefs of this affair. However}: all that 
could be obtained from the Pope, was a difpenfa- 
‘tion for the birth. He refufed the fecond réqueft; 
as being abfolutely contrary to the canons and dif- 
cipline of the church ; but, by the force of en- 
treaties and folicitations, they drew from him, at 
length, that kind of approbation, which, in the 
Roman ftyle, is called expeéfative, and that the 
young prince might bear, at prefent, the title/of 
bifhop of Metz. Valerio brought the news to 
Fontainebleau the latter end of April, and, by the 
kine’s command, I acquainted Madame de Vérnéuil 
with it immediately. | 
The little complaifance, which Paul V. on this 
occafon, fhewed His majefty, was well repaid by 
him; when, at that pontiff’s requeft, the cardinals 
and prelates of France renewed their folicitations to 
Henry, that the decrees of the council of Trent 
might be publifhed in the kingdom: the king, 
without fuffering himfelf to be moved by their re- 
peated attempts on this head, replied, that fince 
they could not get this council ‘approved by Francis 
I. Henry IT. and Charles IX. although they had 
not the fame obligations to the proteftants as he had, 
nor had granted “them fuch favourable ediéts as he 
‘had done, they muft not expect that he would ever 
give his confent to it. He fhewed them the mif- 
chief fuch a grant was capable of doing in the 
kingdom, and declared, that he had no inclinalon 
to eftablifh the inquifition in France; and that he 
thought it very furprifing, for he was aware of that 
objection, that fuch a ftrange claufe fhould be made 


* The Memoirs of thofe times take notice of the magnificent srl 
and reception of the duke at Rome. 


one 
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fore that they could obtain from his majefty was, ~~~ 
that the imafs fhould be permitted in Bearn *. 
: This year the Roman college loft the cardinals de 


Lorrain and Baronius. — 


“The duke of Florence, and 


the famous Scaliger died alfo about the fame time : 
and, in France, the chancellor: de Bellievre, father 
Ange de Joyeufe, and Miron +. 


*. Thé exercife of the catholic. 


religion had been re-eftablifhed at 
Béarn, ever fince the time of* the 
edi@ of Nantes. There is there- 
fore a miftake here in thefe Me- 
moirs ;. and, inftead of the mas, 
it fhould be read the gefuits 3 thofe 
fathers. being; € eftablifhed- there this 
year, by the king’s edi& of the 
16th of February. They were o- 
bliged for this torthe folicitations of 
the” bifhop, of, Olleron, Nic, Ri- 
gault, Book i, Merc, Fr. 1608, 
80$ «int! 

nee Fdocis Miron, mafter of re- 
quefts, fuperintendant of the go- 
vérnment of the ifle of France, 
prefident of the great council, 
provolt of Paris, and lieutenant- 
civil within the provoftfhip there- 
of, &c. died-in the month of June, 
this year, extremely. regreted on 
account of his probity, and other 
good qualities. His party efteemed 
him fo much for the fteadinefs with 
which he had oppofed the fuperin- 
tendant on occafion of the order 
of council which had’ been made 
the year before for the fuppreffion 
of the annuities of the Hotel de 
Ville, and of the bold remonftran- 
ces he made to the king on that 
behalf, that they got together in 
a body, and came, in a feditious 
manner, to defend his houfe againft 
the threatnings of the council. 
Péréfixe, from whom I have this 
fact, agrees, that the enquiry into 
the cafe of the annuitants was 
in itfelf moft juft ; and yet blames 
the authors of it: ‘* Becaufe, 
# fays he, the greateft part of 
* thofe annuities having paffed 


6 


“ through feveral hands, or been 
‘€ divided, many families muft be 
‘¢ ‘put to great trouble hy it. Mi- 
ron, adds he, earneftly requeft- 


‘ ed the citizens to retire, and 


‘“ not to make him criminal; af- 
‘* furing them they had nothing to 
‘ fear: that they had to do with 
a king as great as wife, as gen- 
tle as equitable ; and who would 
** not fuffér himfelf to be infiu- 
enced by the advice of evil coun- 
e'fellors. 

For my part, I do not fo much 
admire this gentleman, who, not- 
withftanding his. probity, fufféred 
himfelf to be fo far tranfported 
with paffion, as to.make fome o- 
dious comparifons. ‘Not indeed, 
€ fays.the fame writer,, with the 


‘ king’s. perfon, but with fome: 
as, f, do. the, 


“€ of his council ;”’ 


king himfelf, who refifting the 


perfuafion of thofe who would, 


have prevailed on him to feize him 
by force, and feverely to punifh 
his boldnefs, < gracioufly received, 
‘ continues M, de Péréfixe, the 
‘ excufes and moft humble fub- 
** miffions of Miron ; and befides, 
forbid the profecution of the 
enquiry into the annuities, which 
had made fo much noife.”” I 
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am furprized no notice is taken of: 


any part of this tranfaétion in thefe 
Memoirs. | 

But another aétion, which does 
real honour to M. de Sully (taken 
out, of the Memoires pour l Hitt. 


de. Fr.) was, his foliciting Henry» 


IV. on behalf of the prefident 


Miron, brother of the deceafed,, 


who had refigned the office of lieu- 


Some _ 


284 
1608. 


L bleau and Monceaux. 


MEMOIRS Book XXV. 


Some new embellifhments were made at Fontaine- 
The bridge Marchand * 
was built at Paris, in the place of that called the 
bridge Aux-Meüûniers. I gave the king a defign 
for La-Place Dauphine, by which, leaving the fund 
to be managed by the undertaker for his own ad- 
vantage, it might be finifhed in three years. It 
was offered to the firft prefident, and to the parlia- 
ment. I allo drew a plan for the bridge of Rouen; 
which my fon prefented to his majefty, for I was 
then upon the fpot. Henry thought nothing could 
be better contrived for the conveniency of the ground. 
The bridge of Mante was finifhed this year. In 
Bourbonnois, I depofited. feveral pieces rr artillery, 
which procured me the thanks of that province by 
St. Géran. | 
Thefe works of neceflity, or of public utility, 
might have been carried much farther, if the king. 
had been willing to follow the advice I gave him, to 


tenant-civil to him, and after- Pigeon-bridge) becaufe pigeons 


wards of his fon. The king fay- 
ing tohim, ‘I am furprizcd you 
“* fhould defire my favour for per- 
fons whom you formerly fo 
* much hated. And, Sire, re- 
plied Sully, I am more furprifed 
to find you hate people you for- 
merly fo much loved, and who 
love you, and have done you 
“good fervice.” The queen, at 
the recommendation of Conchini, 
procured this office for Nicholas 
Le-Geai, the king’s attorney of the 
Chatelet. 

# 4 So called after the name of 
€ Charles Le-Marchand, captain 
of the arquebufiers and archers 
of Paris, who undertook, with 
the king’s permiffion, to build 
the faid bridge at his own cofts 
and expences, on certain condi- 
tions, which were granted to 
him, and amongft others, that 
it fhould bear his name.” Jour- 
nal de L’Etoile, ibid. 

This bridge, which formerly was 
called Pont-aux-Colombes, (the 


.1639: 


were fold on it, had afterwards 
the name of Pont-aux-Meüûniers, 
{the Millers-bridge) becaufe there 
was a mill under every arch, It 
had been broke down ever fince 
the year 1596, by aflood, on the 
22d of December, between five and 
fix o'clock in the evening, crufhing 
under its ruins upwards of five 
hundred perfons, who were for the 
moft part, as it was faid, of the 
number of thofe who had enriched 
themfelves at the maflacre of St, 
Bartholomew; and it had, ever 
fince, continued unrepaired. It 
was begun this year, and finifhed 
the next. It took fire twelve years 
after, being of wood, and was 
burnt down, together with another 
bridge, called Pont-au-Change, 
which was rebuilt with ftone in 
and the two bridges were 
united in one, which, at prefent, 
is called Pont-au-Change, See the 
authors ef the Antiquities and De- 
{criptions of Paris, 


facrifice: 
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facrifice fome of his private expences to fuch laud- 

able undertakings. ‘The money he loft at play only, 
would have anfwered thofe pupal I was ordered 
to pay Edward Fernandez *, a Portuguefe, ‘at one 
time thirty-four thoufand piftoles which he had loft 
to him. This order is dated Auguft 27. He often 
fent me others for two:or three thoufand piftoles +, 
and many more for fums lefs confiderable. How- 
ever it muft be confefied, that this paffion for play 
never hindered him from agreeing to every propofal 


in which the public good was concerned. 
A dreadful devaftation ¢ was made by the Loire, 


in the month of Oétober. 


* This Edward Fernandez is 
taken notice of in the Memoirs of 
. Baffompierre, as being a rich Por- 
tuguefe banker, who lent money to 
the courtiers for play, on pledges, 
and at large intereft. 

+ “I do not know, fays M. de 
‘€ Péréfixe, what anfwer to make 
“€ to thofe who charge him with 
ff being fonder of cards and dice, 
‘€ than was becoming a great king ; 
€ and that befides he play:d ill, be 
* ing eager to win, timorous when 
large fums were depending, and 
‘€ out of temper when he loft.”” It 
requires no anfwer, I fhould tell 
this writer ; for it muft be owned, 
that it is a blot in the life of this 
great prince. How can one juftify 
a paffion for play, when pufhed to 
the degree it was by Henry IV ? 
What can be more pernicious in the 
mafter of a whole nation? What 
example can be worfe ? What can 
have a ftronger tendency to the 
fubvyerfion of order, and the cor- 
ruption of manners ? 

We find, on this fubjeét, in the 
Memoirs for the hiftory of France, 
a ftory as pleafant as it is pleafant- 
ly told, ‘M, de Créquy, after- 
** wards duke of Lefdiguieres and 
marfhal of France, loft fo much 
ff money, that one day, coming 
from the king’s, in a manner ont 
‘€ of his fenfes, he met M, deGuife 
who was going to the caftle, to 
& whom he faid: Friend, friend, 


In my journey from d’O- 


** where are the guards placed to 


day? On which M. de Guife, 
‘€ ftepping back two or three pa- 
ces, Excufe me, Sir, fays he, I 
am not of this country ; and im- 
mediately went to the king, who 
“* Jaughed heartily at the ftory.” 
The marfhal de Baffompierre 
fays, that Pimentel, the foreigner 
mentioned in the beginning of this 
book, ‘* won upwards of two hun- 
** dred thoufand crowns, which he 
‘ carried off; and came back to 
‘€ France the following year,where 
‘ he made another good harveft.”” 
It is reported, that the ftratagem, 
he made ufe of to win fo much, 
was to get into his hands all the 
dice which were in the fhops at 
Paris, and fubftituting falfe dice, 
which he had got made, in the 
place of them. But what fome 
people have faid, that Henry IV. 
was informed of the cheat, and 
countenanced it, with defign to 
impoverifh his courtiers, and there- 
by to make them more fubmiffive 
to him, ought to be looked upon 
as a mete ftroke of fatire. The 
duke of Epernon loft confiderable 
fums, and all his jewels, The duke 
of Biron alfo loft, in one year, more 
than five hundred thoufand crowns. 
f This devaftation lafted twenty- 
four hours, and came in an inftant, 
Had not the banks broke down, 
the city of Tours muft have been, 
laid under water, and Blois ran a 
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livet to Orleans, I expeéted to have been. involved 


init. This whole paflage was one continued ‘fea; 
in which the boats {wam over the tops of the trees 
and houfes the water, had yet left ftanding. : How- 
ever, no accident happened to myfelf; but the boat, 
which carried me, ftuck in its return, and fell in 
two pieces, but-fortunately all the pañlengers faved 
themfelves by fwimming. The defolation was ex-. 
treme, and the damage infinite. In the petitions of 
the injured towns and: villages, not only a total dif- 
charge.of the Taille was demanded, but likewife a 
fpeedÿ and effectual fuccour, at leaft, for their moft 
urgent neceflities, without which moft part of the 
lands muft remain untilled, and the houfes be de- 
fertedi ‘¢ God,” faid Henry, in his: anfwer to a 
letter I writ to him ‘upon this terrible accident, “has 
“given me fubjeéts, that I may preferve them as 
my children. Let them meet with tendernefs 
‘ and charity from my council. Alms are always 
“ highly acceptable to God ; and in cafes of public 
‘€ mifery more efpecially fo. It would lie heavy on 
‘ my confcience, if I neglected to do every thing I 


’ \ x 
great rifque. M, de Sully, who ‘ which had not fomeofits arches _ 
was then at Sully, with great dif- ‘* broke down. The force of the 
ficulty faved himfelf: both he and ‘* water made breaches in all the 
his whole duchy were in greatdan- ‘* banks. The low grounds were 
ger. Mem, hift. de Fr. ib, “* covered with it quite to the fkirts 
According to Le Mercure Fran- ‘* of the hills; the lands, which 
çois,this misfortune happened twice, are very fruitful there, were for 
in this year, inthe Loire: once to- ‘! a long time overflowed, there 
wards the end of winter, after a ‘ being no vent for the water to 
froft; the fecond time, in the be- ‘ run off ; and became quite bar- 
ginning of fummer, by the fudden ‘ren, being covered with fand 
melting of the fnow on the moun- ‘* and ftones, which the water had 
tains of Velai and Auvergne: it ‘* brought from Auvergne.” 
places none of thofe floods in the This year was called the year of 
month of O&ober, in which heis the hard winter, that feafon being 
miftaken. ‘* The lofs, fays he, of unufually fevere. ‘* Henry IV. 
‘ men, women, children, cattle, ‘‘ faid, his beard froze in bed with 
** caftles, mills, houfes, and all “the queen by him.” He had 
forts of goods, was ineftimable. fome frozen bread given him on the. 
There was not a bridge on this 23dof January, which he would 
river, which has a courfe of not fuffer to be thawed. Matth, 
‘€ more than five hundred leagues, vol II, book iii, .p. 77%: 
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‘© can for their relief” I feconded, with all my 1608. 


power, the king’s pious intentions. 

In the fame letter I obtained three little gratuities 
for different perfons: the profits of a mill, at the 
gates of Paris, for one ; the remainder of fome trees, 
that had been cut down, for another; and the tim- 
ber, which had ferved to repair the ftone-bridge at 
Mante, for the third. 

The merit and learning of meffieurs F enouillet and 
D’Abeins, fo. well known throughout the whole 
kingdom, encouraged me to requeft, for the firft, 
the reverfion of the bifhopric of Poitiers ; and, for 
the fecond, the firft bifhopric which fhould become 
vacant, both which were promifed me. I fet out 
immediately after for Sully ; but I had fcarce left his 
majefty, when news was brought him of the death 
of the bifhop of Montpelier, which he inftantly fent 
to inform me of. I was of opinion, that I fhould 
make fome alteration in the favour I had obtained 
of the king. I therefore writ to him, that Mont- 
pelier being full of proteftants, it feemed to me to 
require, that a man as eloquent as the abbe Fenou- 
illet fhould be made bifhop of it; and that the mild 
and moderate difpofition of the abbe d’Abiens ren- 
dered him abfolutely fit for the bifhopric of Poitiers, 
that province having many hot and violent fpirits in 
it that required tempering. Henry read my letter 
to the courtiers about him, and, fmiling, afked 
them whether the catholics could have made a bet- 
ter difpofition*? Fervaque was fo dangeroufly ill, 

that I advifed his mpajedty to think of difpofing of 


* Péréfixe relates this fact fome- ‘* was the fon of a father who had 
thing differently. ‘The bifhopric ‘* ferved equally well with his 
** of Poitiers being become vacant, ‘ fword in the wars, and with his 
ff Rofny earneftly recommended ‘* genius in embafiies.. Some time 
“one Fenouillet to him, who was “‘ after,the bifhopric of Montpelier 
eftéemed a man of learning, and ‘ became vacant, on ‘which the 
a good preacher. The king, ‘ king, of his own motion, fent 
notwithftanding this recommen-. ‘ for Fenouillet, and gave it to 
“ dation, gave it to the abbot of “ him; but on condition, that he 
La Rochepofai, whoalfo poffeffed ‘ fhould take it as an obligation to 
** many good qualities; and befides ‘* himalone,’’ Ibid, p. 312. 
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the very confiderable pofts he held in Normandy. 
But he foon deftroyed our opinion of his danger, 
by writing, fome days afterwards, that, if a com- 
miffion was fent him to hold the States of that pro- 
vince, he found himfelf able to prefide at the af- 
fembly. 

The treaty of 1564, between France and Lotrain, 
daily fuffered fome new difficulties relating to the 
limits of the country of Meffin, which determined 
the king to fend commiffioners upon the fpot. Thefe. 
were, chofen by the chancellor and I, out of the 
council and elfewhere. Another work, no lefs ufe- 
ful, and much more confiderable, was to order a 
report to be given in, upon exact views, of all the 
encroachments made by our neighbours in different 
parts of the frontiers, and efpecially upon the con- 
fines of Champaign, with Franche Comté, and 
Lorrain. Chatillon, the engineer, to whom [ com- 
mitted this tafk, executed it with the utmoft exact- 
nefs. He made it clear, that the king of Spain, 
and the duke of Lorrain, had unjuftly appropriated 
to themfelves a great number of fiefs, and even 
whole villages, as the village of Pierre-court, the 
town of Pafferan, the lordfhip of Commercy, and 
many others, which it would be too tedious to enu- 
merate here *. 

This work was but a fmall part of what, by his 
majefty’s orders, I had undertaken. The moft exact 
plans of all the coafts and frontiers of France were 
to be drawn. The duke of Maïenne and tht inha- 
bitants of Antibes having put to fale the lands they 
had in the neighbourhood of that city, the king was 
defirous of purchafing them, which, when known, 
was fufficient to make them fet fuch a price upon 
thofe lands as difgufted his majefty, who ordered 
them to be told, that they might fell their land to 
whomfoever they pleafed, but that he would put a 
governor into Antibes, who might probably make 
them repent of their injuftice to himielf. 


* They may be feen in the old Memoirs of Sully, vol. V. p, 222. 
Let 


Book XXV. Se 6: tre ies ee 


28g 


Let us now come to the finances. There was a 131608. 
new regulation made, directed to the treafurers of Cv 


the exchequer, of the private expences, of the pofts, 
of the Swifs League, of the ordnance, of the extra- 
ordinary of the wars, and the extraordinary on this 
fide the mountains, and the reft, which prefcribed 
them {till a more exact method for giving in their 
accounts, and placed them in the loweft dependance 
on their fuperintendant, without a precept from 
~ whom they had fcarce the power of doing any thing. 
This regulation * was extended, likewife, even to 
the regifters and the fecretary of the council, J put 
in the fame fubjection thofe who acted under me in 
every- other bufinefs: I obliged Lichani, under 
whofe direétion the ftreets of Paris were paving, to 
come every Wednefday and Saturday noon, to givé 
me an account of the payment and employment of 
his workmen. | 

By a circular letter fent to all the managers of the 
finances, I forbid them to place any more, in their 
accounts, fuch articles as had been once rejected, or 
reduced by the council, leaving no means to recover 
them but that of petition ; and that they might not 
plead. want of rules, I fent them forms drawn up 
with clearnef and exaétnefs. They were obliged 
even to quote the date, and the fignatures of the 
patents and edicts of council that were there men- 
tioned. The regulation of the fees of the chamber 
of accounts, and another, concerning the money 
embezzled by the treafurers of France, and the re- 
* ceivers-general, was joined to the former. This 
new fcheme brought the king, at prefent, a hundred 
thoufand crowns profit, which would be doubled, 
when it came to be perfectly obferved. The cham- 
ber of accounts did not part witltits-fees but with a 
great deal of trouble, not even when it was made 
appear upon how falie a fuppofition they had been 


eftablifhed. I was obliged even to get a formal or- | 


# See this regulation in the old Memoirs, vol, III. p, 194. 
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1608. der, from his majefty, to obtain from them a deli- 
wy~w Very of the regifters, for which I had occafion. 1 


' had a great deal of trouble with the procurer-gene- 


ral, and the prefidents of that chamber, to make 
them verify an edict with refpect to thofe who paid 
their rents, and for the extinction of forty- -eight 
thoufand livres of rents fettled by compoñt on. 

I declared to the fovereign courts, and the office 
of finances of Languedoe, the refolution of the king 
upon feveral queftions which they had fent to me, 
refpecting rights of prefence, feudal ex feigneurial 
rights, fupplement of the crown-lands, new pur- 
chafes, t he crown-lands of Navarre, rights of /raite 
foraine et. domaniale, payments upon ” cloths, and 
particularly the taille réelle, upon which the council 
determined, with one voice, that the prince, the. 
officers of the crown, and the king himfelf being 
obliged to pay it, for the lands which they poffefled. 
in that province, it muft be paid by every one elfe, 
both cities and communities. [ ordered Maufiac to 
carry letters, concerning all this, to the parliament 
ef Touloufe, the eafuters of France, and the farm- 

ers of the gabelles. I diretted the edict for the: 
repurchafe of the regifters to ME de Verdun, firft 
prefident of that parliament, that he might fee it 
reciftred, which he did without any difhiculty OF 
fubterfuge. He wrote, at the fame time, that he 
had proceeded to make a compenfatien to the regi- 
fters of the feveral cousts; and affured me of the 
exact fubmiffion of the parliament to the king’s will. 
To this he added fome perfonal acknowledgments, 

and thanked me, among other things, for “having 
fent fuch a commiffioner as Colange, a man of fott 
addrefs, and infinuating behaviour, 

I do my beft to fupprefs all particularities, which 
muft naturally be tedious; and fhall therefore fay 
nothing of the letters which I wrote to the procurer- 
oti of Dauphiné, to the fieur Marion, and to: 
the treafurers of Burgundy upon the repurchafe of 

g | 
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the domaine, upon the late regulations, and upon 
every Other fubject *. | 

When I faw the year drawing to an end, I wrote 
to the king at Fontainebleau, that his prefence was 
neceflary for 4 general view of the finances: that I 
wanted his orders for a thoufand things, fuch as his 
garrifons, his troops, the gallies, the officers of the 
dauphin’s houfhold, and of the children of France ; 
that, by his abfence, many other affairs were left 
unfettled, which, by thofe who had them in charges 
were confidered as merely of my invention, and in- 
different to him. I fhall honeftly confefs, that I 
have always endeavoured to join his majefty with 
his minifters in the management of bufinefs, becaufe, 
in reality, the beft regulations come to nothing, ün- 
lefs it plainly appear that negle€&: will be puñifhed by 
the difpleafure of the prince. 

The brevet of the taille had never been made in 
a manner fo folemn as it was now for the year 1609. 
His majefty came on the 16th of Auguft, and took 
his feat in the couricil, attended by feveral princes, 
dukes, peers, and officers of the crown, and an edict 
of the council was paft in his prefence, by which it 
is faid, that the king having examined the calcula- 
tions of receipts, and expences for the prefent year, 
and heard the reports of his council, and the fuper- 
intendant of his finances, was very defirous to fhew 
his regard to the remonftrances which they had made 
him, by difcharoing his people from part of the 
taille; but that the debts contracted by: his prede- 
ceflors, and the diforder in which he found the fi- 
nances, obliged him to encreafe it inftead of dimi- 
nifhing: but that, however, he was contented to 
impofe, for the next year, only the fame fum as for 
the year paft, with the augmentation but of twenty 
thoufand feven hundred and fifty livres, ten fols, 
and feven deniers, which were to arife by an appro- 
priation of the fame fum, which the commiffioners 


* All the letters in the old Me- may be confulted on this fubjeét. 
Molrs of Sully, of this year 1608, Vol. III. 
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1608. had always charged upon the Jahns for fome petty 


uv. expences of each province, which charge was from. 


henceforth fupprefied. | 

] fhall give an account, with fome fatisfaétion, of 
a memorial, which I prefented to the king, con- 
eerning the taille, becaufe, by the particularities and 
reflections contained in it, it may pafs for an epitome 
of the hiftory of the taille, in Franee. 

It is certain, that no ftate whatfoever, fabjeét to 
the government of many, OF of one, can be without 
paying taxes: for tho’ we fhould fuppofe it content 
with the power which it now has, without endea- 
vouring after more, it is however impoffible, but 
that, from time to time, it muft have outrages to 
revenge, and rebels to reprefs. Innumerable necef- 
fities, rifing within itfelf, muft be indifpenfably 
fupplied by regular € expences, which however muft 
be fometimes “greater, fometimes lefs. Thefe ex- 
pences, as well ordinary as extraordinary, were, in 
this kingdom, for a long time, raifed upon the 
lands belonging to the king, or to the crown, by 
taxes, under the name of voluntary affiftance, laid 
and allotted-by a general determination of all the or- 
ders of the kingdom, which are called the ftates. 
They were however almoft nothing to the immenfe 
fums to which we have feen them rife fince, becaufe, 


in thofe times, they confined themfelves to things 


barely neceflary as well in as out of the kingdom. 
It is a remark, which I know not whether any man 
has made, that of all our kings of the third race, 
down to Charles Vill. not one appears to have en- 
gaged in diftant conqueits, or even to have made a 
formal declaration of war, againft any neighbour- 
ing princes With this. fbirit of moderation and fru- 
gality t’ ey never found themfelvesin want; but were 
able to dilcharge all expences without mortgaging, 
or alienating their lands ;. and were therefore, in re- 
ality, notwithftanding that appearance of poverty, 
much richer than their fucceflors in the midft of alf 
their treafures, which they have obtained by Pa 
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lefs power, and abfolute authority. This is no pa- 1608. 
radox. The prince who can do much,. he thinks, Leyrv 


he can do every thing, and undertakes every thing 
without perceiving a capital error in the computa- 
tion of his ftrength, the impoverifhment and ruin of 
his fubjects, which is always aggravated as his de- 
fires encreafe, and at lait reduces him to total weak- 
nefs. 


I fay nothing of the troubles arifing from endea-: 


vours to fatiate an avarice in itfelf infatiable. The 


taille, which of all arbitrary impofts is indifputably 
the moft pernicious as the moft unjuft, as under: 


that name are comprehended all capitations or aflef- 


ments raifed arbitrarily upon particular perfons, fur- 


niffies us with many ftriking examples of its bad 


confequences. How many times has it brought-the’ 


royal authority into danger? Its firft confequence 
was to turn Childeric, the father of Clovis, out of 
his throne ; and fome time afterwards it coft Chil- 
peric his life: for he was affaffinated by Bodillon, 
a French gentleman, in revenge of ignominious 


treatment, which he received fre om the prince, for 


having reprefented, with a little freedom of fpeech, 
the danger of an exorbitant tax, which he was going 
to eftablifh. Such another tax, under Philip Au- 
guftus, produced an infurreétion of the nobility, 
which defeated the defign:’ Others, who have fuc- 
ceeded better in this undertaking, have afterwards 
felt fuch violent remorfe of confcience, that they 
have been forced to fet themfelves at eafe by an ab- 
folution from the Pope. St. Lewis left no injunction 
fo forceable to his fon, as that of raifing no money 


upon his fubjects, againit their will} and without 


their confent, Philip de Valois, who got rid of all 
fuch feruples, found the confequences of raifing 
‘taxes, and faw his chief cities in arms againft him, 
He am fted, before he was king, at an ajfemblée des 
Notables, in the reion of EME utter eee Hutin, 
in which it was decreed, that every king fhoula, 

when he was confecrated, take an cath toe lay no new 
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1608.. taxes upon his people without the authority of an 
wey affembly of the threceftates. To this decree John I, 


and Charles V. fubmitted, and made modeft. de- 
mands of fupplies, which were granted them. A 
tax aflefled upon. particular peepee without an af- 
fembly of the ftates, or confent of the nation, was 
looked upon as not the leaft evil in the reign cf 
Charl-s VI. a reign fo full of unfortunate events, 
that it may be called the grave of the French laws, 
and the French morals. Under Charles VII. who 
had the Englifh to drive out of his country, that 
neceffity which leflened the murmurs of the people, 
encreafed the evil. Te had the addrefs to change 
that tribute into a ftated and fettled payment ; which, 
from being a perfonal affeffment, had the name of 
taille. It was however eftablifhed, in different pro- 
vinces, in different forms: in fome it was ae a 
poll-tax, in others a tax upon eftates, in others a 
mixed tax: it was fixed by Charles VII. at one mil- 
lion eight hundred thoufand livres. Let us now fee 
what progrefs it had made from reign to reign, down 
to our time, | 

_ Lewis XJ, augmented the taille to four millions 
feven hundred thoufand livres. In the year 1498, 
at the time of the death of Charles VIII. it appears, 
that there were paid into the exchequer, when all 
expences were deducted, four millions four hundred 
fixty-one thoufand fix hundred and nineteen livres ; 
in 1515, at the death of Lewis XII. four millions 
eight hundred fixty-five thoufand fix hundred and 
feventeen livres. Jt made at once a prodigious ad: 
vance under Francis I. who left it at his death raifed 
to fourteen millions forty-four thoufand one hundred 
and fifteen livres. Henry I. left it af no more than 
twelve millions ninety-eight thoufand five hundred, 
and fixty-three livres. It continued to fhrink in the 
two following reigns, being in the time of Francis II. 
only eleven millions one hundred and four thoufand 


nine- hundred and feventy-one livres; and in that of 


Charles IX, but eight millions fx hundred thirty- 
Tet ae he cight 
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eight thoufand nine hundred and ninety-eight livres. 1608. 
Tae reien of Henry IIL. favoured it much, if we Ga~w 


take a view of ir, not as it ftood at the time when he 
was {tripped of great part of his kingdom, as about 
the year of his death, butin 1581 for inftance, when 
it brought in thirty-one millions fix hundred and 
fifty-four thoufand four hundred livres. Henry the 
Great, inftead of fuffering himfelf to be carried 
away by a bad example, was content, tho’ he had 
immenfe debrs to clear, and great charges to fup- 
port, with receiving only fixteen millions clear mo- 
ney, half from the “tailles, and half from the farms. 

If, notwithftanding all this, Henry found means 
to put twenty millions into his cofiers, as we fhall 
find he did, he owed it te a frugality which was not 
known in thofe reigns, and which would probably 
have been locked on as fcandalous. Foreigners 


could no longer. meddle in the finances with impu- . 


nity. This year the elector palatine wrote to me 
from Heidelberg, earneftly preffing me to procure 
him the re- imburfement of fome money, which, he 
faid, he kad lent to the king, and for which, in 
ight years, he had only drawn one fingle affign- 
ment, Carl- Paul, a counfellor, and gentleman i in 
ordinary to this éleétor, was fent to me with great 
offers of fervice from his matter, to profecute this 
affair. The place I held often procured me compli- 
ments from foreign princes. "The duke of Savoy, 
when he fent the fieur Jacob to his mayefty to con- 
gratulate him on the birth of his third fon, fent me, 
at the fame time, a very polite and obliging letter. 
The ducheis of Lorrain’s ficknefs brought the 
duke ef Mantua into Lorrain, and from thence inte 
France. This princefs was fo iil after her lying-in, 
that the phylicians long defpaired of her life: fhe had 
had but one child, which was a daughter, who was 
extremely well, and the mother was at length cured. 
Their majefties appeared to be greatly interefted in 
her recovery, and. neglected nothing to make the 


duke of aa SS s ftay in France agreeable to him: 
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1608. they gave him a great many fine ballets, and ftill 
Wns better repafts, for “which the king paid a fevere pe- 


nance, by the great quantity of medicines he was 
obliged to take afterwards. ‘The duke of Mantua 
did not repafs the Alps till the middle of October, 
carrying with him a large fum of money, which he : 
had won from the king at play. There were ftill 
four thoufand piftoles due to him when he went a- 
way, which, at parting, he defired Henry to pay to 
his commiffioner, His majefty fent me an order for 
it ina billet, which Edouard brought me. 

The negotiations for a peace, or a long truce, 
were {till continued in the Low Countries at the 
Hague, the place chofen for the conferences, but in 
fuch a manner, that it was long believed the mark, 
which had been thought fo near, would be bre 
for ever; fuch BiReul ties arofe through diftruft, en- 
mity, and a diverfity of intereft. A certain Spanifh 
cordelier, who was employed very much in this af. 
fair by his catholic majefty, paffing through Paris, 
had the honour to be prefented to the king, whom 
he endeavoured to perfuade that the peace would be 
foon concluded. Don Pedro * caufed a report to be 
fpread through all Paris, that the courtiers, which 
were to carry the news of it to Spain, would fpeedi- 
ly arrive, The king, and all thofe who were in- 
formed of the true ftate of things, by the difpatches 
fent from Jeannin, and the reft of his majefty’s a 


eents in the Low Countries, could not give credit to 


* Don Pedro was ambafiador from 
Spain at the courtof France: his 
prefence there was far from being 
agreeable to Henry IV. fince he was 
not unacquainted with that mini- 
fter’s cabals, to engage his council 
in the Spanifh interéft. See Vitto- 
rio Siri, mem. recond. yol. I. Le 


‘Grain, Decade de Henry le Grand, 


b,x. L'Etoile, and other hiftorians. 
Le Grain relates the following re- 
partee from Henry IV. to Don Pe- 
dro, who faying to him, he faw no 


Body fo ill lodged at Fontainebleau 


as God, Henry made anfwer, “ We 


$€ Frenchmen lodge God in our 
f hearts, not between four walls 
« Jike you Spaniards; and I fhould 
‘* have a deubt, if you were even 
‘€ to lodge him in your hearts, as 
‘ we do, he would there be ina 
‘ Jodging of ftone. But don’t you 
‘€ fee, fays he, afterwards, fmiling, 
‘€ that my chapel is not yet finifh- 
“ ed; I do not intend to leave it 
‘€ in the condition it now is ; there 
‘ are few gentlemen in my king- 
** dom, who have not a chapel in 
‘ their houfes ; I do not defign 
‘€ mine shall want ong,”* 
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thefe reports ; ; a - reafon, fincef irom that time, 
till the end of September, and of October, and fo 
on ail the remaining part of the year; “hothing was 
effected: It is je certain, that the obftacle _pro- 
ceeded from the Spaniards. It isthe -fafett way, 
therefore, to TEA his point doubtful. ‘As for the 
archdukes, they laboured in earneft for the peace. 
His moft chrifian’ majefty, tho’ contrary. to his own 
interefts. cave alfo the moft pacific counfels: but, 
things were brought to fuch a point, that this was 
the only part, Henry thought, he ought to take. 

| ve réfpect to” the biince or Cranse, if he was 


not the ‘ole enemy to the ! peace, he. was, at leait,: 
the vot declared one. “Thefe are the reafons and 


pretences made ufe of by him and his partifans, fp 
prevent its taking place : That whatever defire Spain 
might appear to have, either for a peace or a long 


truce, yet fhe would never agree to it, with the con- 
dition of ÉROROBIRE formally and , exprefsly, . all 


foveteignty over. the United. Braet and yet, 
Without this clauie, thefe provinces could have ho 
dependance upon treaties, fince otherw ays. the Spa. 
niards would ftill have a right to fecure the har- 


bours, forts, foldiers, failors; would draw to them 


felves all the trade, and open, a fecond time, the, 
way to the tyranny: that during the truce they would 
find means to lulf all the beft and wifeft of the people. 
into a lethargy, and put the difaf éttd and merce- 
nary among them into motion; that the catholic 

party in thofe provinces, having already a ftrong 

inclination for the RUE cominion, would rife,. 
declare themfelves openly, and bring all, or the 
greateft part of the country into their “meafures ; weed 


that when the truce was expired, Spain would have, 


an Poegrunity, to finifh the war at one blow *; that 


the peace, if the treaty might be called fo, had na 


_ fecurity in a truce, which the ! king of Spain would 
break ‘whenever: his defigns were ripe for execution, 


»* Spain| in reality, renewed the- goroufy than ever, in the year 
war gaint the Flemings more yi- 1621, when the truce expired. 
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1608. The princefs of Orange wrote to me foon after in 
~~ almoft the fame terms, except only, that, although 


fhe obferved to me that the troops, the towns, and 
even whole provinces were of her {on-in-law’s opi- 
nion, and faithfully devoted to the whole houfe of 
Naffau, yet fhe could not diffemble, that the con- 
trary party was at leaft as ftrong as theirs. 

Prince Maurice, who thought in the fame man- 
ner, did not fail to ufe his endeavours to gain the 
king: in October he fent Lambert, the fon, with a 
letter to his majefty, in which he told him, he might 
give abfolute credit to whatever he fhould fay to him 
in his name. Lambert highly extolled his mafter’s 
defign: he endeavoured to perfuade the king, that 
things were brought to fuch a point, that the mar- 
quis Spinofa, the prefident Richardot, and the Spa- 
nifh commiffioners, had been thanked and difmified 
on the firft of this month. All this fo much the 
more furprifed his majefty’s counfellors, who were 
prefent at this report of Lambert, as Berny, in the 
difpatches he had fent before, had acquainted the . 
king, that the equipages of thefe Spanifh deputies, 
and themfelves likewifeé, were expected at Bruffels 


_ the 4th of Odtober. They would have perfuaded 


his majefty, that now both his friends and his ene- 
mies would think themfelves happy, to receive from 
him whatever conditions he fhould be pleafed to im- 
pofe upon them. This was what Villeroi wrote to 
me when he gave me a full account of this whole 
affair; fending me likewife to Gergeau, where I 
then was, a copy of the prince of Orange’s letter, 
But the king was not fo precipitate: Lambert’s dif- 
courfe appeared to him, from feveral circumftances, 
very doubtful. He faw no letter from the council 
of the States. That from the prince feemed full of 
referve and artifice. Maurice himfelf had hitherto 
aéted in a manner {0 little conformable to his profef- 
fions, that there was fufficient reafon for holding 
him fufpected. When Lambert added, that Zeland 
would rather come under the dominion of the a 
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lifh, than confent to an agreement with Spain; and 1608, 
that the Dutch entreated: his majefty would at leaft ous 


keep himfelf neutral, if he would not affift his allies 
as formerly; finee, if they only remained poffefied 
of thefe towns, they would ftill find employment for 
the Spaniards fifty years longer. Henry, in thefe 
words, faw nothing but an extravagant boaft full of 
falfhood, or at leaft of moft grofs artifice; which 
appeared plainer when Lambert advanced a thoufand 
other things, that, if true, Jeannin could not have 
been ignorant of, and of which he had not given his 
majefty any account. According to Lambert, Bar- 
nevelt and Aërfens were difgraced, and even in dan- 


ger of being profecuted ; and in feveral towns of 


the States it had. been deliberated in their councils, 
whether they fhould nat take a refolution to fubmit 
themfelves to the French. fovereignty. Strange! 
how all this could be carried on fo fecretly, that in 
Flanders people fhould be wholly ignorant fuch de- 
fiens were forming: but indeed the difcourfe of 
Lambert did not always agree with the letter he 
brought from the prince of Orange. 

I am of opinion, that if his majefty had feen pro- 
‘ability in any of thefe propofals, fuch, for example, 
as that of receiving the Dutch under his dominion, 
he would not have needed any fpur to animate him 
to the undertaking ; for he fometimes could not hin- 
der himfelf from being a little offended with Jean- 
nin, for not turning his views that way: but at 
length Henry took a wifer refolution, which was 
quietly to hear and fee all that paffed, without ap- 
pearing either willing to retard, or folicitous to ac- 
complifh the peace; and fuffer them to agree in 
whatever manner they pleafed, without interpofing 
in the affair, He ordered Jeannin to conduét him- 
felf by this plan; and willing to have my advice, he 
fent me an exact account of e every thing by Villeroi, 
and fent Larnbert to me likewife. This agent talked 
to me in the fame manner as he had done to his ma- 
ns but I had, in the princefs cf Orange’s letter 
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alone, a good prefervative againft his arts. He 


wey could find nothing to anfwer me, although probably 


he was not well pleafed with my fincerity; nor with | 


the epithets of bafe, and ungrateful, which I fo 
freely beftowed on the States. 

I anfwered Villeroi only by letters ; and’ in théfe 
I did not difclofe all my thoughts, but referred him 
to my return for a fuller explanation. It was to the 
king alone that I chofe to declare my true fentiments 
of all that pafled in Flanders, . Although prince 
Maurice had not always exactly followed the plan of 
conduct he had laid down, and-had even fometimes 
deviated from it plainly enough ; yet it was not eiï- 
ther ftrange or furprifing, that he fhould endeavour 
to fupport, even to the laft extremity, a refolution 
in which his honour could not but be deeply inte- 
refted : but as to Henry, it did not become a great 
captain, and a powerful monarch, to intrude himfelf 
into affairs in which his interpofition was not fought 
for; his dignity required that he fhould examine 
well what was propofed, and not act precipitately. 
With refpect to the States, if it was with their con- 
currence that Maurice made thefe offers, it was done 
too Jate and. unfeafonably: they had committed 
faults againft his majefty, which they fought to re- 
pair, or rather they added to that ingratitude they 
had fhewn to the king the fhameful defign of making 
him ftill their dupe: the offer of Zeland to England 
was a mere fable, and all the reft collufion, deceit 
and artifice, to which it was not fit his majefty fhould 
anfwer any otherways, than by continuing to inter- 
pofe in the affairs: of thefe provinces, juft as much 
as was convenient for his intereft and his glory. 

It was partly on this account that Henry fo ear- 
neftly wifhed for my return from Gergeau. In Flan- 
ders every thine continued in a ftate of doubt and 
uncertainty, of which all the advices that came’from 
thence partook. It happened that the original of the 
inftructions given by the archdukes to the deputies, 
W hen they were fent to the Hague, fell into, the 

hands 
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hands of the prince of Orange; either the paper had 1608: 
been forgot by the prefident Richardot *, or was WWW 


ftolen from him; or he fuffered it exprefsly to be 
feen to pleafe the catholics, to whom thofe inftruc- 
tions were very favourable. Maurice exclaimed 
. loudly againft it, and often made ufe of it to animate 
his partifans ; the conferences often languifhed, but 
were not interrupted ; war was ‘become impofiible, 
and confequently an agreement was abfolutely necef- 
fary. This only was ” pañt a doubt, that whatever 
fincerity both parties might feem to profefs, yet they 
fought carefully to prevent a true interpretation of 
their words, that they might not want a motive for 
renewing the war as foon as they could do it with 
any probability of fuccefs. If therefore France loft 
a favourable opportunity for humbling her rival, fhe 
had reafon to expect that a much better would pre- 
fent itfelf, provided, that, till then, fhe took: care 
to manage her ftrength. * I am {till of opinion,” 
thus writ his majefty to me, ‘ that in this affair God 
<¢ will ftrike a blow which men little expect, and 
*¢ which will blaft all their defions : thus have I feen 
“€ it happen during thirty years, and always to my 
advantage: may it ftill be fo, and I entreat with 
my whole heart, that my faults and ingratitude 
may not hinder it.’ 

By able politicians another obfervation was made 
ftill more important than the preceding ; which was, 
that the power of Spain was now beginning: to de- 
cline. If they judged thus, it was not furely on ac- 
count of the refpett fhewn by the king of Spain and 
the archdukes for his majefty’s agents, particularly 
Jeannin; the reftrictions fhe kept with regard to the 
Dutch made it evident, that fhe ftill poftefed the 
fame arrogance and ambition; and that fhe either 
would not confefs, or was herfelf ignorant of, her 
weaknefs : but when a ftate is feen to want ftrength 
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* John Richardot, prefident of had been concerned in the treaty of 


the privy council in the Low-Coun- Vervins, He died the next year. 
tries, was a good negotiator; he 
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1608. and good conduct, when fortune and opportunities 
y are let flip, its decline is then no longer on the foot 


of a mere conjecture, but may be pronounced abfo- 
lutely certain. | 
Of this, however, we had other proofs from what 


pañled upon the frontiers of Navarre and Bearn. The 


Spaniards having renewed their former quarrels con- 
cerning the boundaries of thefe two kingdoms, 
Henry, who was determined to give up nothing, 
writ to me to confer with the chancellor about this 
affair, and to {end one of the privy-counfellors to 


-talk of it to the Spanifh ambaffador, rather to clear 


himfelf of the confequences this quarrel might pro- 
duce, than with any expectation that it would be 
compofed by that method. His majefty, with the 
fame view, writ to La-Force *, to whom alone alf 
the authority over that frontier was confided, to 
fupport his rights by all the moft fpeedy and ef- 
ficacious means he could think of; and as it could. 
not be expected that the inhabitants of that country 
could furnifh him with great fupplies, I received 
orders to re-imburfe to him all the expences he had 
already been at, and to provide him with a fuffici- 
ent fund for the future. | 

However, thefe precautions were all ufelefs. Up- 
on the firit th fe made by La-Force to the 
viceroy of Arragon, he was promifed a ratification 
of all that he fhould demand, and, contrary to the 


_cuftom of the council of Madrid, without any de- 


lay. The kingdoms of Navarre and Arragon were 
full of difaffected perfons, who, upon any appear- 
ance of a rupture, were ready to join the enemy ; 
and the council of Spain was not ignorant, that, 
many of them had already offered their fervice to 
France. La Force, to whom they applied, gave 
his majefty notice of it; and added, that alchough 
he was convinced no great dependante could be 
placed on the reftlefs and uncertain temper of thefe 


“* James Nompär de Caumont, afterwards duke de La-Force. 


people, 
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people, yet an opportunity now offered which could :608. | 
not fail of giving fuccefs to their defigns, provided 
only that it was immediately made ufe of: that the 
Spaniards, with all their art and fkill, could not 
conceal their weak and exhaufted condition, which 
no one was any longer ignorant of; and that the 
affairs of the government were in the utmoft con- 
fufion. La-Foree had never before writ either to his 
majefty or me in terms like thefe; and he was more 
Hkely than any other perfon to know the true ftate 
of things, as well with regard to this as to another 
faction, which gave great apprehenfions to the 
council of Madrid, tho’ it was formed only by the 
wretched remains of a people almoft wholly extir- 
pated; 1 mean, the Moors. * 
To make this underftood, it is neceflary I fhould 
give a place here to a tranfaction which I could not 
introduce elfewhere without interrupting the narra- 
tion. Henry, when only king of Navarre, was 
ftrongly perfuaded in his own mind, that he fhould 
one day affift himfelf againft Spain with thefe do- 
meftic enemies, lefs confiderable indeed for their 
number, than the deep refentment they were be- 
lieved to preferve againft their oppreflors. The 
Moors, on their fide, learning by public report that 
the proteftant party, which they knew to be very 
powerful in France, and always oppofite to Spain, 
had a king of Navarre at their head; that is, a 
prince from two powerful motives the enemy of that 
crown, began again to folicit the intereft of all thofe 
perfons who could be ufeful to them in procuring his 
protection; and, among others, they applied to 
meflieurs de St. Geniés, and D’Odou, promifing 
them to excite an almoft general infurrection in 
Spain, provided they were fure of being fupported. 
Al} they demanded was a General, and fome good 
officers, to whom they promifed an abfolute obe- 
dience. They offered to furnifh all the money that 
was neceflary for this enterprife, affuring them that 
they would have reafon to be fatisfied, both with the 
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surmber of ‘their foldiers, and their courage andtre- 
solution!) An 2afylum‘in France, with the free en- 


yoyment of ther effects, and the liberty of’ their 
p Hons, were all the conditiG: . annexed by them'to : 


his treaty. “As to ‘religi fon," ci feemed difpofed 
to à very eafy compofition, f fince they offered to em- 
brace that which was profeit ed inthe kingdom ; not 
the Roman catholic religion, “forithe tyranny of the 
inguifition had rendered this fecond fervitude more 
snfupportable than the’ firft, but the proteftant.- 
They found that it would be no dificult matter to 
accommodate themfelves to a form of worfhip un- 
incumbcred with images and ceremonies, and of 
ae one fole-God, equally adored, and invoked 

y all, was almoft the only object. 

cigs Geniés, and D’Odou, did not fail to make a 


faithful report of ail this to the king of Navarre, . 
when he took that journey into Bearn and Foix, 


which we have already mentioned. Henry ordered 
them to get exaét information from the Moors what 
forces they could mufter, what arms they had és 
cafon for, what money they could promife to con- 
tribute, and by what methods they propofed to be- 
sin an enterprife of fuch confequence. Thefe two 
centlemen employed, at firft, only one perfon in 
this negotiation, who was an officer, called captain 
Danguin; but in proportion as their correfponden- 
es incvealed, they employed twelve others; ~ and 
the fecret, ‘tho’ entrufted to fo many perfons, was 
is carefully kept, that the Spaniards had not the 
t fufpicion ef this éonfpiracy, "till they received 
notice of it from Nicholas L’Hote, that fecretary 
of Villeroi whofe hiftory has been already related. 
7 ney nn ni one a fing ok and the af- 


as it was 1s proved oa this party, at firft very incon- 


~ 
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- dred thoufand perfons. ‘Iwo things had concurred 


‘make it fo formidable; firft, the fuccours they 


oO 
had the addrefs and leifure to procure from the 
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Turks, the gréat enemies of Spain; and, fecondly, 1608. 
the intereft that many natural Spaniards took in the Gyau 


ar. 
The council of Madrid, upon the firft notice of 


this rebellion, having deliberated whether it would 
not be proper to clear the country of thefe Moors, 
by obliging them all to repafs the fea, communi- 


cated this refolution to the nobility and gentry of the’ 
kingdom of Valentia, whete it was received fo ill, 
that a fedition was raifed in feveral provinces, the 


nobility of which, keeping many of thefe Moors in 


flavery, could not confent to their banifhment, with-. 


out lofing, at the fame time, one fourth part of their 
revenues. They therefore took up arms againft 
thofe who came to fignify to them the new ofder of 
the council of Spain. The viceroy thought to have 
appeafed this firft tumult, by fending the principal 
officer for the adminiftration of juftice to the muti 
neéts, whom the chancery called the regent. This 
regent was a proud old man, who, feeing himfelf 
inftantly furrounded with arms and a furious mob; 
fell dead in the midft of them. 


In fach à conjunéture the Spanifh council could: 


no longer diffemble their weaknefs. It was indeed 
but too palpable, by their tamely fuffering, for a 
long time, a revolt in the midft of the kingdom, 
without ufing any efforts to quell it. : The Moors, 
who had not expected to be fo cautioufly dealt with, 
becarne more bold. ‘They renewed their folicitations 
to Henry, who could not now; as when he was 
king of Navarre only, evade their requeft by alledg- 
ing that he was too weak, and had too many diffi- 
culties to encounter to make any great efforts in 
their favour. The Moors, determined, at all events; 
to fhake off the Spanifh yoke, entreated him only 
to receive them into the number of his fubjects, on 
whatever conditions. he pleafed : but the fame confi- 
derations which hindred Henry from openly efpouf- 
ing the party of the United Provinces, on an occa- 
fion wherein he was more nearly interefted, forbad 

-Voza IV, X | him 


_or partly difguifes. 
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him Hkewifé from declating himfelf the deliverer of 
a people that were more immediately the fubjects of 
Spain, at a great diftance, and who demanded a na- 
val armament, for the centre of the revolt was in 


Valentia, Murcia, and Granada; without taking in 


many other reafons drawn from the character of this 
people, and without laying any ftrefs upon the ufual 
viciffitudes of war, which diftance always conceals, 
Allthis confidered, his majefty. 
certainly could not be blamed for not anfwering more 
favourably. the defires of the Moorifh nation. I 
leave the reader to judge, if, during this whole time, 
the council of Madrid, which was well informed of 
all that was projecting, could be very eafy. They 
had fuffered, for five years, a malady which they 
had but too great a certainty of, to take deep root. 
At length they thought proper to make an effort, 
and refumed their defign of fhipping off all the 
Moors that were in Spain, a defign which was now | 
believed more difficult to execute than before, as a 

report was fpread, that the Turks were cruifing near 
Majorca to prevent theblow. It was therefore necef- 
fary to fit out a fleet to oppofe theirs, Oétober came 
without any thing appearing either:on one fide or the 
other ; and the whole year paffed, during which no 
mention was made by the Spaniards, who knew that 
the Barbarians waited for them with a body of ten 
thoufand foot, and five thoufand horfe, fully deter- 
mined. té defend themfelves bravely. The battle 
however proved favourable to the Spaniards, and 
time furnifhed them with the means of totally rid- 
ding themfelves of an enerny * who had no longer 
any “refources. This however could not be done 
without the lofs of five hundred thoufand fubjects 
to Spain +; for that was the number of perfons fhe 


* The Moors, with one Barba- 


rofia at their head, gave battle to. 


the Spaniards, in which they were 
defeated, and were obliged to leave 
Spain the year after. See Le Mere, 
Franc, and other biftoriang, 
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+ Others make them amount te 
feven or eight hundred thoufand; 
a wound to Spain which has never 
yet keen healed; but from whence 
no benefit accrued to us, tho’ it was 
eafy for us te bave had advantage 
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banifhed out of her flates, after depriving them of 1608. 

all their effects. Aho, 
_ The emperor treated the city of Donavert, in 

Carma} with equal feverity, and with lefs right to 

do fo. He feized it, although it was one of the 

imperial cities, deprived it of the greateft part of its 

privileges, and its inhabitants of the liberty of con- 

{cience. This violence excited many murmurs there, 


and was the caufe of many diforders. 


from its for tho’ we had not given 
affiftance to thofe unfortunate peo- 
ple, as cardinal Richelieu after- 
wards did to the Portuguefe, on a 
fimilar occafion, we might, at leaft, 
have given them an afylum in 
France, had it been only in the 
uncultivated parts of Bourdeaux, 
where they in vain, as it is faid, 
defired leave to fettle, This falfe 
ftep of the government is judiciouf- 
ly pointed out by the author of 
L’Effai politique fur le Commerce, 
** To cultivate barren ground,’’ 


a 
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fays he on this fubje&, ‘* is con 
‘ quering a new country without 
‘ prejudice to any one.” It may 
may be faid, that the fame reafons 
which made it expedient to drive 
the Moors out’ of Spain, were e- 
qually flrong againft their recep- 
tion in France. But it would have 
been eafy to take the advantage of 
the miferable condition they were 
in, to have impofed on them-what- 
ever terms might have béen thought 
expedient, 
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N the firft day of the new year, I went, as 
() ufual, to prefent the king with fome gold 
medals, of which the fubject was, the glo- 
ry he had acquired i in reconciling the Pope and the 


Venetians, the Spaniards and the Dutch, and fome 


other princes of Europe. After a few moments of 


converfation upon indifferent matters, Henry took 
me afide to à window to tell me, that he defired I 
would compofe for him four ftates of accounts, in 
the manner of feveral others I had already given 
him: the firft, of the equivalents gathered in the 
twelve generalities of the kingdom ; the fecond, of 
all the claims, and duties, tach make part of the 
royal revenues; the third, of the principal levies 
of the taille, called the ordinary levies, from the 
year 1599 to 1609, taking in thefe two laft years ; 

the fee of the levies of the taille, called the 
great increafe, or extraordinary increafe, during the 
eleven laft years. I want, faid Henry, to fhew 
them to fome perfons who think they have great — 
fill in the finances, although they know nothing | 
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of the matter ; and to others who admire their me- 
thod, defective as it is. | 

There was no necefity for this prince to make 
any excufe to me for this demand ; the pleafure ir 
gave me to fee him enter with me into all the par- 
ticularities of the government, left me no inclina- 
tion to examine into the motive of this attention, 
I perceived that he had, for fome time, made a ftu- 
dy of my manner of conducting affairs, as well 
general as particular ; and that by afking me fome- 
times for a ftate, fometimes for a memorial, ore 
day for fome inftruétions, the next for an expla- 
nation of them, all thefe pieces would foon com- 
pofe a complete fyflem of the finances, and other 
parts of the ftate. But I had no uneafinefs upon 
this account; for whether Henry did this for his 
own inftruction, or that he had a defign to form 
other ftatefmen upon my maxims, through a fear 
that I fhould not always continue faithfui to him, 
or whether he had an intention to employ me in 
other affairs, either within or without the kingdom, 
which would not give me leifure for thefe, the man- 
ner which he behaved to me * gave me no reaion to 
imagine that there was any thing in this procedure, 
but what was wife, good, and even advantageous 
for. me. À 


* If we give credit to the au- ‘it was not yet proper,’ &c, 


thor of l’Hift, de la Mere & du 
Fils, we fhall find Henry IV, had 
other motives for this behaviour to 
the duke of Sully, ‘He was, 
.#€ fays this author, far from being 
** pleafed with the conduét of M. 
“ de Sully, and had a mind to take 
«## the management of the finances 
“€ out of his hands, in order to 
‘ put them under the direétion of 
‘€ Arnaud. He had often told the 
-ff queen he could no longer bear 
** with his ill-humours. His dif- 
‘€ content with the duke was fixed, 
ff and he was refolved to-ftrip him 
ff of his office ; but the time for 
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But the reftof this book will fur- 


nifh us with fo itrong proofs of the : 


great çonfidence Henry 1V. had in 
M. de Sully, that we may conclude 
this author was taken in the trap, 
which, another writer of thofe 
times informs us, this prince and 
his minifter frequently laid for 
thofe that were too credulous, 
when, in order to do their bufinefs 
the better, they thought proper te 
affume all the external appearances 
of a real mifunderftanding, which 
made the courtiers fay of them, 
Like mafer like man. 
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When he came to the arfenal, at the end of the 


rs month, I gave him thofe four ftates, which I fhall 


not tranfcribe here; but only content myfelf with 
obferving, that the total of the firft made it appear 
that the equivalents amounted to one hundred and 
fifty-one thoufand feventy-three livres, a fum great- 
ly inferior to what many perfons imagined, who had 
fuggefted to the king, that he ought to get a fol 
in the livre by all. In the fecond, notwithftanding 
the great application I had given to it, fome terms 
had efcaped me, which the king could not under- 
ftand; but I promifed him to make it complete 
within the year. The total of the third was one 
hundred and feven millions four hundred forty-five 
thoufand three hundred and fifty-three livres, fix- 
teen fols, eleven deniers: that of the fourth, fifty- 
two millions one hundred forty-four thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy-nine livres, twelve fols, fix 
deniers. Henry only looked at the titles of thefe 
papers then, and gave them to La-Varenne, with 
orders to return them to him when he returned to 
the Louvre, and was in his library with Berenghen. 
I likewife gave him a lift of all the particular ac- 
counts, which made part of the general account of 
the finances, or was inferted in that account *. 

As Henry went to Chatillon two days afterwards, 
Y did not fuppofe he had examined, with any great 
degree of attention, this long lift of accounts, which 
gave rife to a little debate. One day, when his 
majefty was difcourfing with the chancellor, Ville- 
roi, and I, and that the converfation had turned 
upon this fubjeét, I happened to fay, that, befides 
thofe accounts which I left to the care of my 1e- 
cretaries, there were above a hundred which I was 
obliged to write with my own hand, at the begin- 
ning of each year. The king feemed aftonifhed, 
and Villeroi likewife. I am perfuaded, faid Sillery 


* Thefe accounts are fet forth at large in Sully’s Memoirs, in the IlId 
and following volumes, | 
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in his foft gracious manner, that there muft be a 1609. 
great number ;, but I cannot conceive how there ACW 
fhould be a hundred. I think I have a little know- 
ledge of the matter. -You have done well, Mon- 
fieur, replied I, to fay fomething ; but you would 
have done ftill better to have faid nothing, fince 
you are talking of matters that you can be in- 
formed of by no body but myfelf. There needed 
no more to prove which of us was in the right, than 
juft to look into the lift I had given the king, 
wherein thofe, and only thofe, were comprehended. 
Having a copy of it in a bag of papers, which one 

of my fecretaries had brought with him, I ordered 
him to draw near: Sillery himfelf read the paper, 
by which his majefty was convinced I had faid ne 
more than the truth. 

* While the king was at Chantilly, he wrote me 
the following billet, dated Wednefday, March 25 : 
« My friend, I mount my horfe, after dinner, to 
*¢ go to Lufarche, where I intend to lie this night. 
<< To-morrow I fhall come very early to Paris ; 
‘ and, as I intend to dine with you, provide for 
“ twelve perfons, and let us have fome fifh. A- 

# dieu, my dear friend.” He came accordingly, 
and I gave him a dinner to his tafte. After the. 
cloths were taken away, I ordered cards and dice 
to be brought, and laid a purfe of four thoufand 
piftoles upon the table for his majefty, and another, 
with a like fum, to lend to thofe lords that accom- 
panied him, and who, not expecting to play, might 
not have money about them. Henry was pleafed 
with this ceremony. ‘Come hither, grand matt- 
cr, faid he to me, and embrace me; for I love 
‘ you, and I have reafon todo fo. I am fo agree- 
‘ ably fituated here, added he, that I am refolved 
‘ tofup and lye here.. I have fome reafons for not 
“ going tothe Louvre to-day, which you fhail 
** know after we have done play ; and, in the mean 
“* time, order three coaches to be got ready to carry 
“ me an airing,: after whichayow and I will have 
507 4 à fome 
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‘ fome difcourfe together : but do not admit any 
‘ company while I am here, except thofe I fhall 
‘ fend for. I expect to find no one here at my re- 
‘ turn.” The king having pafled the whole day 
entirely to his fatisfaction, he defired that I'would 
give him a dinner the next day likewife. He con- 
tinued great part of the morning fhut up with me 
in my clofet, difcourfing upon many things which 
Iam not at liberty to mention. His majefty read 
the accounts I had given him with great pleafure, 


and faid to me aloud, as he went out of the clofet, 


‘ You have given me papers with which I am 
< highly pleafed; but there are {till many parti- 
** culars which you muft explain to me in writing : 
# for I fhall not remember all you have faid.” 

All the company gathering about the king, he 
declared publicly his defign of paffing, in the fame 
manner, two or three days each month at the arfe- 
nal. He commanded me to have a hall, a cham- 
ber, a wardrobe, and a clofet, fitted up for him, 
without encroaching upon any of the apartments of 
my family; telling me, that whenever he came, 
for the future, he would neither be attended by his 
own Officers, nor bring any of his cooks along with 
him ; but that I fhould treat him as now : adding, 


_ ina moft obliging manner, that every way, he was 


of opinion, he could not be better than in my hands; 
but that as it was not juft this confidence fhould 
bring an increafe of expence upon me, he would 
give mea gratuity of fix thoufand crowns a year 
for that purpofe only : and this he repeated again at 
dinner. | 

Before we fat down to table, the :converfation, 
between the fifteen or twenty perfons who were in 
the king’s retinue, happening to turn upon thofe 
great men whofe actions are celebrated in hiftory, 
Henry afked me which of them all I moft wifhed 
he fhould refemble. It was not eafy to anfwer this 
queftion by a fingle word, and the rather as Henry 


added, that J muit not only have regard to their 


con- 
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conduct and perfonal merit, but likewife to every 
thing that a man might reafonably with for; fuch 
as the qualities of the body, health, and that con- 
currence of °circumftances by which a man is pro- 
nounced happy. To decide this queftion, it was 
neceflary to examine and compare thofe heroes 
one with another; and, to fay the truth, I was 
not forry that fuch an opportunity offered to cover 
with fhame feveral perfons inthe company, for their 
abfolute ignorance of things, which every man of 
birth and figure fhould have, at leaft, fome flight 
_ knowledge of. The king comprehended mydefign, 
by the turn of my compliment to him, in m 
firft reply to his queftion. “I find, faid he, that 
‘ you are not going to appear a man of few words; 
* but I am refolved to hear all you have to fay, 
*¢ which will be full as pleafing, and more advan- 
“€ tageous to me, than if I had gone, as I intend- 
«* ed, to fee them play at mall till your dinner 
*¢ was ready.” 

Accordingly I began to give an exact reprefenta- 
tion of all thofe whom antiguity ftyles illuftrious 
men, among whom I did not forget fuch of our 
monarchs as had been dignified with that title; as 
Clovis, Charlemagne, Hugo Capet, Philip Au- 
guftus, St. Lewis, Charles V. Charles VII. and 


Lewis XII: The quality of enemies of France 


did not feem to me a fufficient reafon for excluding 
the great names of Edward IJ. and Charles V. 
JT named none without making their characters 
known to the company, at leaft, in general, by 
ftrokes, which, tho’ flight, for the fake of brevity, 
yet difplayed their good and bad qualities, and the 
happy or unfortunate events of their reigns. It is 
now your part, Sire, faid I, (after I had finifhed 
this enumeration, which had obliged me to conti- 
nue {peaking a long time) to declare which of thefe 
great kings you would chufe to refemble, and to 
examine whether you would not lofe by the compa- 
_ fifon; you who, in many things, have certainly 


fur- 
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1609. furpañled them all. ‘ Before I. decide this point, 
SNS “© replied his majefty, it is neceffary I fhould confi- 


‘ der more attentively what you have faid, as well 
good as ill, concerning each of thefe princes : 
‘ but your dinner, which is ferved (for indeed we 
“* were informed that it was time to place ourfelves 
6 at table) will not afford us leifure for it now; 
< therefore we muft defer it till another time. 
«© However, I defire you will reduce your difcourfe 
“ to writing; after which I will tell you what I 
“ think of it, as well as of your laft words, 
which you only added, faid this prince with 
“ a gracious air, to make your repaft more agree- 
“,able:?? 

While we were at table, fome of the company, 
to fhew their reading, renewed the fubject we had 
juft been treating ; and mentioned feveral circum- 
ftances in hiftory with great oftentation: but, at 
the fame time, confounded perfons and things in 
fo ridiculous a manner, that the king could not help 
laughing at them, while he made me a compliment 
upon the ftrength of my memory. I fuffered the 
king to remain in this advantageous opinion of me 
till we rofe from table, when I told him, in private, 
the fortunate accident to which it was owing ; for 
I happened, three days before, to meet with an ex- 
tract of the lives of illuftrious men, which I had 
made during the time that I employed myfelf in 
the ftudy of hiftory; and, that very day, had made © 
it the fubject of converfation with fome of my 
friends, which had recalled all my former ideas, 
and furnifhed me with thofe circumftances I had re- 
Jated. This learned fcene was fucceeded by cards, 
dice, and piftoles... went, in the mean time, in- 
to the hall, where I {pared his majefty the fatigue | 
of giving audience, he being employed more to 
his tafle; for he gained, that afternoon, two thou- 
fand five hundred piftoles, and came out in very 
good humour to take an airing in the coaches I had 
| | rt: gate 
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ordered to be prepared. for him, as-he had done 1600. 
the evening before, after which he returned to the wy, 
Louvre. ir +r} | rt 1 ; 

Five or fix days. after I had the honour to treat 
and lodge the king at the arfenal, he was: informed 
that fome reports were fpread in feveral provinces 
relating to things, which, he imagined, were only 
known to himfelf and me: for, indeed, he had 
imparted them to me with the utmoft fecrecy. For 
fome days he fufpeéted that I had been indifcreet in 
divulging thefe fecrets, while I, tho’ he often afked 
me who were thofe intimate friends | had in Bour- 
bonnois and Berry, had not the leaft doubt of his 
fufpicion. At length, he called me to him one 
day, ‘** Come hither, grand mafter, faid he to me, 
“ and anfwer truly to the queftions I am going to 
€ afk you.” I promifed faithfully to do fo; but 
with this condition, that if his queftions related to 
any thing, wherein, by anfwering, I might dif- - 
pleafe him, that he fhould command me abfolutely 
to fpeak my fentiments freely, and promife not to 
be offended if I obeyed him. Hie replied, that his 
queftions were not of that nature; and then open- 
ing his whole heart to me, I juftifyed myfelf by 
oaths, which perfectly convincing him of my inno- 
cence, his vexation was fucceeded by a furprife, 
which I felt in no lefs a degree than himfelf. 

However, it was not long before I unravelled 
this myftery. A letter, written by father Cotton 
to father Ignatius, a jefuit at Moulins, was brought 
to me in a packet that came from Bourges, and laid 
open the whole affair. With this letter, which 
filled me with a real joy, I went to wait upon the 
king, who was arrived at the Louvre with the queen, 
whom he had gone as far as Anet to meet. Atter 
fome converfation upon Anet and Chantilly, I faid 
to him, ‘ Sire, the other day, you ordered me to 
{wear that I would tell you the truth: do not be. 
offended if I entreat you, in my turn, to tell me 
whether you have never mentioned, to any att 
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than me, thofe things you accufe me of having re- 
vealed: if you have not, certainly there are fome 
perfons about you who have a familiar fpirit, and 


can dive into the moft fecret thoughts.” The king 
fmiled, and lightly tapped my cheek ; then em- 


bracing me, ** [ am too defirous that ‘you fhould 
‘ be always fincere with me, faid he, to give you 
<¢ an example of infincerity. I confefs then, that 
« [I have mentioned thofe affairs both to father Cot- 
‘6 ton and Beringhen ; but I can anfwer for the 
$6 Jaft, that he has never revealed them.” ‘¢ Nei- 
€ ther is it he, but the jefuit, faid I; and this let- 
< ter,” giving it into his hands, will prove it.’ 
His majetty read it; and here it follows tranfcribed 
entire : 


*© Rev. Father, Pax Chrifti. Inever wrote fo fel- 
‘“ dom before, or delired to write fo often. Your 
<< reverence may, if you pleafe, Jay the fault upon 
‘“ my bufinefs, particularly at this time. M. de 
‘© Citeaux will be fatisfied with an abbey near his 
‘ own, which is, at prefent, in the hands of a 
“< canon of the holy chapel, feventy years old; 
‘ and, in return for the faid abbey, will procure 
<< to be granted by a general chapter, which will 
“ be held after Whitfuntide, whatever we defire of 
*¢ Bellebranche. ‘There is a difturbance at Orleans 
‘ about the bufinefs of the college, by fome fecret 
© practices ;. but God will direct all. The king 
‘€ has written to the mayor and aldermen, to M. 
‘ dOrleans, M. the lieutenant-general, M. the 
** prevot, to his attorney, and to M. de La Cha- 
“tre. Tjoin my letters ta M. D’Efeures, who fets 


“out to-morrow, and promifes to bring every 


‘ thing to a conclufion. The king has alfo given 
“© thirty thoufand livres to La- Fleche, upon the 
“< advice which I communicated to your reverence. 
‘© His majeity goes to Chantilly ou Tuefday, and 
‘“ the queen, four days afterwards, to Chartres, 
‘ who will go and meet him at Anet, and-then 

‘4 come 
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“ come here and to Fontainebleau. That paffion 1609. 
vou know of ftill continues, notwithftanding sv — 
<¢ which, the marriages of M. the prince and M. | 
‘ de Vendome, will. be. celebrated after Eafter. 
«© All is again upon a. good footing with the man 
‘ of the arfenal, whatever endeavours have been 
‘ ufed to prevent. it. .The,eldeft fon of M. de 
“ Crequy, is to have the young de Verneuil; and 
‘ the treaty of marriage between the marquis de 
“ Rofny and the eldeft daughter of that nobleman 
‘ ftill goes forward: for the father will not hear. 
‘ of breaking it off. M. des Yveteaux is employ- 
‘€ ed in the affair. . The fieur Collin has: demand- 
“ ed permiffion to ftay in the college du Mont till 
‘ the middle of Auguft; but M. Savary will not 
‘ agree to his ftaying longer than till Eafter. The: 
‘“ edit againft duels is loudly called for: The 
‘ preachers have done their duty concerning it 5) 
‘ but father Gontery difgufts the king from rime 
‘€ to time, tho’ I am endeavouring to ward off the 
“ blow. He fays, that his fermons are feditious, 
‘ and that they will one day give rife to a fchifm 
‘ in our religion, or in the church... M. Bremont 
“ is refolved to enter into our fociety. You will 
‘ fee his laudable inclination by the inclofed let- 
‘ ter, with one from the reverend father de La- 
‘© Tour, which I found.upon my table without 
<< knowing how it came there. M. de Bourges 
‘# told me this day, that father Sallian is very 
*¢ well fatisfied, and has loft nothing by his change. 
‘* It is given out, that father Changer has changed ; 
“‘ a thing that has been long dreaded. I am re- 
** conciled to M. the count of Soiffons, and upon 
‘ better terms with him than ever ; but I have had 
‘© neither victuals nor money fince January. The 
‘ queen took me with her to Chartres, and places 
** greater confidence in me than ufual. M. de‘La- 
Varenne fays, that he is very willing to ferve your - 
_ “ brother; but not in the way you propofe: for 
. it is impoffible to introduce the ufe of keeping 
** horfes 
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« horfes to lett, without hurting the relays” and 


« pofts; but he-offers to do any thing elfe for 


< him that is in his power. The reverend father 
«¢ Raimond has been here; and has brought the 
« fum of four hundred livres for alms, without 
“the materials of Talan for fome part of thetn, 
« which M. Le-Grande promifed him. Our bro- 
‘* ther Paran is now difcharged from the exercife of 
« this office ; for I have an anfwer from Rome, by 
æ which I have been informed, that the union has 
«¢ been approved by our holy father the Pope, and 
“ the alms given by his holinefs folely upon my 
«6 account, guafi fuit ejus benevolentie. I have de- 


‘ — 
———_ 


< Jayed revifing and printing my book till the fum- — | 


‘ mer, or till after autumn. ‘The truce, for nine 
“ years, in Flanders is almoft determined. Ten 
“of our fathers have been taken coming from the 
< Balearian iflands to Spain, by Simon Danfa, a 


“ Dutch corfair, who has a wife at Marfeïlles. ! 


The king is endeavouring to procure their free- 
<< dom. Notwithftanding fome little fallies of ill 
“ humour, he favours and loves the fociety. Quod 
<< fupereft, Lanvin great need of fpiritual fuccours ; 
€ oraque pro paupere, Who is your Reverence’s moft 
“* affectionate 


<¢ And moft humble fervant, 


Paris, March 18, - 
1609, 
‘Peter COTTON.” 


P.S. “The marchionefs de Mefnelay is refolved 


Cal 


Le] 


“ rector of the chief church, lies at the point of 
‘ death: his diftemper is a fpotted fever: he is 
‘ a good prieft, a faithful friend, and is going to 
< his God.” | 


Henry 


‘ to take the veil, notwithftanding all the entréa- _ 
‘ tics of her friends to the contrary. M. Avias, 
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Henry read this lettér twice from beginning to 1609. 
end; and although he concealed from me great Lu 


part of his thoughts; yet I read in his countenance 
the uneafinefs it gave him. ‘I muft confefs, faid 
‘ heto me, that there is more prudence and fide- 
‘€ lity in your actions, and more truth and fincerity 
‘© in your words, obftinate huguenot as you are, 
*¢ chan in many catholics, and even ecclefiaftics, 
‘* who make profeffion of great piety and regula- 
‘ rity of conduct.” Upon the approach of M. 
the count of Soiffons, he left me to go to this 
prince, to whom I believe he related all, and 
even fhewed him the letter, in which he had a 
place as well as others. I was extremely glad that 
{had kept a copy of this letter; for his majefty 
would never return me the original. | 

. Father Cotton was very uneafy at the accident 
which had happened to his letter ; but he comforted 
himfelf a little, when he was told, that I had nei- 
ther fhewn it, nor mentioned the contents to any 
one but the king. He thought he owed me fome 
acknowledgment: for this moderation; and like- 
wife, that fome trifling juftification was neceflary. 
A letter I received from him, at his return from a 
journey he had taken into one of the provinces, 
was calculated to ferve both thefe purpofes. His 
letter was dated from Fontainebleau, where the 
court then was, and fent to me at Paris. He took 
occafion to praife the goodnefs of my heart, and the 
fweetnefs of my temper; fince all the endeavours 
that had been ufed to give me a bad imprefion of 
him, had not, he faid, been able to make any al- 
teration in my kindnefs to him. He acknowledged, 
that a man, lefs generous than myfelf, would have 
made this letter a pretence for preferving fome re- 
fentment againft him. He did not fay why; for 


_.. doubtlefs, in his opinion, the terms in which he 


had exprefied himfelf concerning me were not a fuf- 
ficient caufe for the anger of a generous man: nor, 
indeed, would [ allow myfelf. to be offended by 


them, 


is them. 
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Father Cotton mutt certainly underftand- 
his own meaning better than any other perfon ; and: 
if he was confcious of having intended any injury 
to the man of the arfenal, he would not have had 
the confidence to entreat him, as he did, in this’ 


letter, to remember the building of the jefuits’ 


church, and the apartments deftined for their claf-' 
fes at Poitiers, by verifying the accounts in which’ 
fuch expences as thefe were comprehended. Here 
he again introduced an eulogium upon my charity, 
followed by an ardent prayer that God would finifh: 
his work by infpiring me with right fentiments of 
the good religion *. 
Not long after this affair, I plainly perceived) 
that fome new, and more confiderable caufe of un- 
eafinefs had been given the king ; for all his endea- 
vours to diffipate his difquiet, ferved only to difco- 
ver, and probably to encreafe it. He ftaid eight 
whole days out of Paris, indulging his melancho- 
Jy, in places where it could not be obferved, at 


EN 


the king. Father Cotton come 
plained of this to the king, who, 
to fatisfy him, publicity chid 
the duke for it; and told him 
be would have his commands 
obeyed. M. de Sully, never- 
thelefs, did not do what the 
king had ordered, in segard to 


* From what follows, asex- © 
tracted out of the Hiftory of ‘ 
France, it will appear M. de Sully ‘¢ 
did not fo readily forgive father ‘ 
Cotton: ‘f Towards the end of ‘ 
this year, the jefuits, having ‘ 
‘€ obtained a gift from the king of 
a hundred thoufand francs, to § 
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pel at La-Fléche, came to M. 
de Sully for payment of it, Fa- 
ther Cotton told him, with his 
ufual fmoothnefs, that his ma- 
“€ jefty had made the fociety a fmall 
‘“< prefent of a hundred thoufand 
livres for the chapel of La- 
Flèche. How, fays the duke of 
Sully, do you call a hundred 
thoufand livres a fmall prefent 
** for you? The king gives you 
“ too much; but you will get no- 
thing of me. Father Cotton 
*¢ defired to know the reafon of 
this refufal. I do not think my- 
© felf obliged, anfwered the duke, 
nor will | give any to you; but 
© I thall give my reafons for it to 
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finifh the building of their cha- « 


the jefuits chapel at La-Fléche.”” 
The fame author obferves, in ano- 
ther place, that it was very well 
known, at that time, that when 
the king and his minifter thus ap- 
peared of oppofite fentiments in 
public, it had often been privates 
ly concerted between them. What 
gives one reafon to believe that had 
been the cafe then was, “That 
‘* his majefty, as this writer adds, 
* at this very time, gave the duke 
*€ thirty thoufand crowns for a 
‘ new-year’s gift, inftead of twen- 
“ ty thoufand, which he ufed to 
‘ give him before; with which 
‘ the jefuits were not all pleafed,"? 
Anno 1609. 
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Livry, and another houfe belonging to Montba- 1600. 
zon, When he returned he paffed moft of his WSN 


days in hunting, doubtlefs, that he might be long- 
er and more frequently alone. This, however, 
was not the true remedy for his difeafe. He came, 
at length, to the arfenal to feck fome comfort in 
difclofing his thoughts to me. He came up direct- 
ly to my clofet, without permitting any one to in- 
. form me of his arrival, and tapped at my door him- 
felf. TI opened it, expecting nothing lefs than fuch 
a vifit, and was yet in my morning drefs, with my 
night-gown and cap on. He bid me good morn- 
ing ; afked me what I was doing; then, ordering 
all that were prefent to withdraw, he came into the 
clofet with me, and fhut the door; while I, with 
a fixed attention, beheld his unquiet motions, now 


feating himfelf, now rifing, and walking haftily 


about the room, all figns of the agitation of his 
mind, _ as well as: the vivacity with which he taiked 
for more than two hours that we continued alone. 
I fhall have no reafon for difguifing the fubjeét of 
this agitation, or concealing our difcourfe; which 
might, likewife, be eafily overheard by thofe with- 
out. His majefty thought they had all left the lit- 
tle hall, and were cone to walk either in the great 
one, the courts, or the gardens: but fome of them 
{taid at the door of the clofet, excited by their cu- 
riofity to liften ; for the melancholy of this prince 
had been obferved by every one. Thofe, therefore, 
that ftood at the door might hear almoft every word 
that pañled. | | 

At firft, he talked only of news relating to the 
emperor, fome princes of Germany, the archdukes, 
and the prefident Richardot ; after which, Henry 
confeffing that there was fomething elfe which lay 
nearer to his heart, begana long difcourfe, during 
which I did hardly any thing elfe but liften to him. 
As his majefty believed that I, as well as the whole 
court, fuppoled the new quarrels, between him and 
the queen, were occafioned by the paffion it was pu- 
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i609. licly faid he had conceived for Mademoifelle de 
ew Montmorency, a few days fince married to ‘the 


prince of Condé, it was with this article be began, 
which had always given me infinite uneafinefs. 
“When I firft perceived this growing inclination in 
Henry, I forefaw much greater inconveniencies from 
it than from any of his former attachments, on ac- 
count of the birth and relations of the young lady, 
and I uféd my utmoft endeavours to prevent the 
progrefs of it; endeavouts which, tho’ abfolutely 
fruitlefs, F Lenewed again, when the King propoled 
to me his defign of marrying her to M. the prince; 
for I had ro teafon to expeét that Henry, upon this 
occafion, would exert that generous felf-denial 
which fome lovers have fhewn themfelves capable of, 
when they have taken this method to impofe upon 
themfelves the neceffity of renouncing the object of 
their paffion. Indeed it was the very contrary which 
E apprehended’; and this belief offering nothing to 
my view but deep refentmént, rage, and exclama- 
tion, from the injured prince, the relations of the 
princefs, and the queen, I therefore negleéted no- 
thing which T thought could diffuade him from tak- 
ing this ref folution. I entreated, I remonftrated, I 
threw myfelf at the feet of Henry. I not only im- 
portuned ; I fatioued, I perfecuted him; but all in 
vain: the fatal marriage was refolved on *. 

Thefe circumftances the king himfelf recalled to 
my remembrance, to convince me, he faid, thar, 
although Thad foretold pretty juftly the effedts which 
love and jealoufy might produce, yet I had not fore- 


_ feen all that the malignity of his enemies was capable 


o 


of fuggefting to increafe thofe fatal effects. This 


. prince, part of whofe character it was to pay an in- 


violable regard to truth, tho’ he expofed his own 
failings by it, would not pretend to deny that there 


4 It was celebrated at Chantilly the heart of the prince of Condé, 


without: any pomp. The mar- ‘ and to raife his: head.”?. Mem. 
chionefs of Verneuil faid, “The Hift. de Fr, anno 1609, 


“king had made this match to fink 
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was fome foundation for the public opinion and dif: 1600, 
courfe. And,’ indeed, the paffionate manner in es 
which he talked of the high birth, the wit, and 
beauty of Mademoifelle de Montmorency, was fuf- 
ficient to betray his fentiments; but it was not to 
thofe mean and infolent Italians, fuch as Conchini, 
Vinti, Guidi, Joannini, that he was accountable for ‘ 
his actions, who juftly deferved to be punifhed ‘for 
daring to exaggerate what little faults there might be 
in his conduct, in order to enrage the queen, and 
force her to take violent refolutions, which might 
give fome colour for their pernicious defigns. It 
was ‘thefe defigns which Henry was informed of 
from all parts, which filled him with apprehenfions 
‘and difquiet, and hardly left him one moment of 
tranquillity. He had mentioned fomething of them 
in his letters to me, while he had yet only mere fuf- 
picions of their tendency: but thefe fufpicions were 
changed into an abfolute certainty, by the letters 
‘that’ La-Varenne and Zamet had communicated to 
him ; by what-he had been told by the younger Za- 
met at his return from Italy and Spain; and, laftly, 
‘by the informations he had received from Vaucelas, 
his ambaffador at’ Madrid. We fhall foon fee that 
my brother-in-law was not a fufpected witnefs. 

His inftructions *, when he was fent ambaffador 
to Spain, were fuch as rather fhewed an intention to 
keep open the difference between France and the 
- houfe of Auftria, than to come to an accommoda- 
tion with it. He was a witnefs of the intrigues that 
thé queen’s agents carried on at Madrid, which they 
did in a manner fo public and unreftrained, that he 
could not imagine it was unknown to: the king, or 
even without his orders that they aéted. ‘Thefe’pro- 
ceedings at firft furprifed, and afterwards mortified 
him to the laft degree; for, believing that the 
council of France had abfolutely changed its fyftem, 


*#* The titles given in thefe in- mafter of the regiment and compa- 
#truions to the count de Vaucelas, nies of infantry of Piedmont. Vol 
are counfellor of fate, &c. camp- 8955. MSS, Royaux. | 
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1609. Without acquainting him with the new refolutions 
Av they had taken, it muft neceflarily be, that his ma- 


jefty had withdrawn from him his ufual confidence, 
leaving him only the vain title of ambaffador, while 
he entrufted to fome other perfons his important 
fecrets, and the management of his moft effential 
affairs. Full of this thought he fuppofed, that, if 
the king feemed, in appearance, not to havechanged 
his opinion of him, or altered his behaviour, it was 
through his refpeét and regard for me, that he might 
{pare me the uneafinefs of knowing he defpifed my 
brother-in-law, who would not have failed to ex- 
prefs his uneafinefs to me, if he had not endeavour- 
ed to free him from fuch an opinion. 

Poffefled with this belief, Vaucelas determined te 
infinuate in two words to La-Varenne, and through 
him to the king, that he had reafon to fear he had 
Jofthis majefty’s favour; but in his letter to his bro- 
ther-in-law, which was much longer, he opened his 
heart freely, and entreated him to difcover the caufe 
of his difgräce, and toreprefent to his majefty, but . 
with all poflible refpect, that it was unjuft, and in 
fome degree injurious to his ambaflador, to employ 
one of a foreign prince preferably to him : it was the 
ambaffador from the duke of Florence whom hé 
meant; and, indeed, he treated about thefe affairs . 
at Madrid, either without the knowledge, or with 
the confent of the Spanifh council, with fo much 
authority, that it is not furprifing Vaucelas fhould 
be deceived. He, therefore, entreated his majefty, 
by his brother-in-law, to reftore him to his good c- 
pinion and confidence; and to believe, that no con- 
{ideration of friendfhip or alliance fhould ever prevail 
upon him to difclofe the fecrets of his mafler to me; 
which was what I had myfelf recommended to him 
to obferve with inviolable fidelity. - ) 

This letter gave the king a clear knowledge of 
thofe things, of which he had hitherto had but con- 
fufed notions, and. doubtful conjectures. His fur- 


prife was extreme; and, indeed, who could have © 


imagined, . 


Book XXVI or SULLY: 


325 


imagined, that one half of the council and court 1609. 
fhould dare openly to crofs defigns, which the king www 


had avowed, without being apprehenfive either of 
his refentinent, or the infamy which, on any other 
. occafion, muft have attended fuch proceedings ? 
Certainly this was a circumftance very uncommon 
in politics, and very different from all its maxims. 
They formed a party by methods, which, in any 
other cafe, tended to deftroy it; to obtain their end, 
they pretended they had already obtained it; and 
fecrefy was what they had leaft concern about : this, 
however, is to be underftood only of their beha- 
viour and the appearances they gave to things, and 
not of their defigns, and the real methods they took 
to carry them on; for, after the king had returned 
Vaucelas fuch an anfwer as was proper to remove 
his fufpicions, he could not, . with all his induftry, 
difcover the bottom of this myftery, nor many par: 
ticular circumftances which he endeavoured to find 
out. All he knew was, that, by thefe intrigues, 


it was defigned to blaft his majefty’s defigns againtt. 


the houfe of Auftria, by bringing him, either wil- 
-lingly er by force, into an union with Spain: that 
the Florentine ambaffador correfponded with certain 
perfons of the queen’s houfhold, whom he named, 
upon this fubject ; and with others of higher rank, 
whom his refpect forbad him to mention: the reft 
he was wholly ignorant of. — | 

Part of thefe curious circumftances which Henry 
now told me, I knew not before: this prince added 
that he did not doubt but thofe perfons, whom his 


_ ambaffador would not name, were the queen and | 


_Villeroi. All the converfation they had with him 
_ tended only to this end; and the laft advices he had 
_ received, relating to the double marriages, could 
have their rife only from them, fince the perfons 
employed in negotiating thefe alliances had, it was 
faid, gone fo far with the council of Madrid, as to 
. declare, that they had the means in their power of 
obliging the king to confent to them, even with the 


3 claufe. 
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claufe that Spain, . by giving the Infanta to the Dau- 
; phin, fhould referve to itfelf all the rights that this 
marriage might afterwards inveft her with *. This 
it was that aftonifhed, and even terrified Henry. 
He might have been able to find a meaning in fuch 
{trong and pofitive affirmations, if his defigns againft 
the houfe of Auftria were as little known, dnd as 
undetermined, as they were three or four years ago; 
but that they fhould talk in this manner in a court 

where they could not be ignorant that he had already 
taken a quite contrary refolution, and that nothing 
would ever make him alter it while he lived this it 
was that gave him, in fpite of himfelf, the moft 
dreadful apprehenfions. 

It is certain that all Europe knew he was de. 
vouring to ally himfelf to the duke of Savoy, by 
marrying the Dauphin to the heirefs of Lorrain, 
that he might one day unite this flate with France ; 
and that it was partly to fupport this claim, that he 
attached to his intereft, by fo many acts of kindnefs 
and. munificence, the German princes, who could 
affift him in this enterprife againft all thofe who 
might attempt to traverle it. It was known likewife, 
that he intended to marry his fecond fon to Made- 
moifelle de Montpenfier +, and that they were al- 
ready contracted ; to give his eldeft daughter to the 
prince of Wales, whom, upon my report, he pre- 
ferred to all the princes of Europe; and, laftly, to 
bring about a marriage between his third fon and 
the princefs-of Mantua, grand-daughter to the duke 
of Savoy, to give him a reafon or pretence for a 
footing in Italy, I believe it will be eafily granted, 
that: his majefty, by pofieffing Mantua and Mont- 


* One would be furprized, after 
this, to find Siri, Mem. recond. 
Vol: 1. p. 187, advance, that Hen- 
ry IV. wifhed for nothing fo much 
as the marriage of the Dauphin 


with the infanta of Spain. Nothing: 


further is meceflary to prove this 
-tranger took his information of the 
tranladtions of the council of France, 


at that time, from res only. 
J alfo think him ftill more blame- 
able for that partiality he difcovers, 
almoft every where, againft the 
perfon and politics of this prince. 

+ Mary of Bourbon, daughter 
and fole heirefs of Henry duke of 
Montpenfier, who died the year 
before, 


ferrat, 
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ferrat, with a free entrance into thefe two little ftates, 1609. 
and by being aflured of the duke of Savoy lately many 


become poñeñor of the Milaneze, and having a firm 
dependance upon the Venetians, our_infeparable 
allies, nothing could have hindered him from giving 
law to all Italy, without, as this prince faid, incur- 
ring the guilt.of detaining unjuly the poffeffions of 
another. : | 
Henry took fo much pleafure in talking at length 
of his political fchemes, that he forgot he was fpeak- 
ing to a man who knew, them all as well as himfelf: 
but he returned again to the Spanifh cabal, and to 
his own apprehenfions, which their acting as if they 


were affured he had but a very fhort time to live, - 


gave rife to. Whatever might be the foundation of 
this fufpicion, it was ftrengthened and encreafed, 
when he reflected, that innumerable prognoftics were 
every where fpread amongft the people, which fixed 
his death in the fifty-eighth year of his age, a pre- 
diction which was given out to be a divine infpira- 
tion, becaufe it was zealoufly fupported by a certain 
nun, then in great veneration. Pafithea, for that 
was the name of this devotee, had been fome time 
in France: and when fhe left it, continued to cor- 
_ refpond, by letters, with the queen. And it was 
this nun whom the faction made ufe of, to perfuade 
that princefs to be crowned with all the magnificence 
and all the ceremonies neceffary to preferve to her 
the authority which, they faid, fhe would have oc- 
_cafion for after the death of the king, which was 
not far of. They likewife talked publicly of bring- 
‘ing back this enthufiatt. | 

. This defign, thefe difcourfes and. prefages, were 
continually in Henry’s thoughts, kept his fears and 
fufpicions always awake, and filled him with melan- 
cholly and difmay.. ‘ Ido not defire this,” faid he 
to me, {peaking of the coronation: and here I fhall 
relate his own words, which are but too remarkable: 
*< Neither, continued he, can I endure, that this 
‘. Pafithea fhould return again to France. My 
. ayn" ce heart 


| 
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‘¢ heart tells me, that fome difafter will happen to 
‘ me, or that the government will be thrown into 
‘ diforder, if my wife obftinately infifts upon her 
<¢ coronation, which, I am told, the Conchini’s ad- 
“ vife her to, and likewife continues her defign of. 
‘ bringing back Pafithea. It is certain we fhall 
‘ quarrel on both thefe accounts ; and if I difcover 
‘ more concerning her defigns in Spain, I fhall be 
<¢ provoked to the laft degree againft her.” I know 
not whether this prince was miftaken in his opinion 
of the queen his wife; but, I confefs, I was ftruck — 
with the reflection he afterwards made, that this 
princefs did not proceed to fuch extremities with him 
on account of Mademoifelle de Montmorency, and 
other ladies, whom he had been fond of, from any 
motive of jealoufy; but becaufe her wicked coun- 
fellors perfuaded her, that fhe had occafion for a 
pretence for being upon ill terms with the king, or, 
at leaft, to appear fo: and gave the public this ex- 
cufe for want of a better: that myfelf, and every one 
elfe, had attributed to jealoufy what was, in reality, 
the effect of a moft refined malice. I make here 
very fhocking difcoveries, if it be true, that the 
queen’s confidants made ufe of this damnable arti- 
fice, to conceal and carry on defigns too black an 
horrible to name. | 
But to convince me that I had no reafon to doubt 
it, Henry reminded me, that upon fo flight a foun- 
dation as that of fpeaking oftener than ufual to the 
duchefs of Nevers, and feeming pleafed with her 
converfation, that Jady was ranked among the num- 
ber of his miftreffes the preceding year, and Made- 
moifelle de Montmorency in this, that the opinion 
of the court and the public, concerning his eftrange- 
ment from the queen, might be ftill kept up, which 
it was neceflary to do, at any price whatever: and 
from thence he concluded, that all his endeavours to 
put a ftop to thefe reports would be fruitlefs; and 
that, if he fhould even refolve to fee the princefs of” 
Condé no more, yet that would not filence the ma- 
4 licious 
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licious reports of people who had fuch ftrong reafons 1600. 
for preventing all accommodation between him and wy~} 


his wife. He declared, that he would never attempt 
to obtain any favours of the princefs of Condé, to 
the prejudice of her-honour ; that, if he could not 
fubdue his paffion, he would, at Jeaft, reftrain its 
effects, and refpect the facred tye, which he had 
“only formed to impofe filence on his own wifhes. 
He faid this * with great feeming fincerity, and I 
fhould abfolutely have relied upon this affurance, if 
-J'had not known how eafy it was for a heart, tender 
and paffionate as his, to be deceived by itfelf, 
The king continued ftill to talk of the queen’s 
‘counfellors, and, among others, of Conchini and 
his wife. He told me feveral circumftances con- 
cerning thefe foreigners, after which I could no 
‘fonger look upon them but as monfters: he faid, 
that they hindred the queen from eating of any thing 
that he fent her, and perfuaded her to make a kit- 
chen of their apartment. But why did his majefty 
inveigh thus alternately againft thefe Italians and the 
queen, and do no more? I agreed with him, that 
the former deferved the fevereft punifhments that 
could be inflicted; and that it was, indeed, very 
furprifing, that this princefs fhould make friends and 
confidants only of thofe perfons, who, at the time 


* The marthal de Baffompierre, ‘* tion. I am refolved to marry 
to whom Mademoifelle de Mont- “ her to.my nephew, the prince of 
:morency was offered in marriage, ‘‘ Condé, and to have her in my 
_amongft other difcourfes on this “ family: fhe thall be the comfort 
fubjeét, relates the following from ‘‘ and entertainment of my old 
Henry IV. tohim: ‘He anfwered ‘ age, which is-coming on. I will 
“ me, with a deep figh, Baflom- ‘ give) my nephew, who loves 


pierre, I will fpeak to theeasa “* hunting a thoufand times better 


friend, I am not only in love, 
but madly, defperately, in love 
with Mademoifelle de Montmo- 
rency. 
her, I fhould hate thee: fhould 
fhe love me, thou wouldft hate 
me. Jt will be beft to prevent 
the poffibility of this becoming 
the caufe of a breach of our 
friendfhip ;~for I love thee with 


great affection, and by inclina- 


If thou fhouldf marry * 


than the ladies, a hundred thou- 
fand livres a year to amufe him- 
felf with. 1 fhall defire no other, 
favour of her but her affection, 
without pretending to any thing 
further.” Vol, 1. p. 229: But 


in the end, this paffion, as M. de 
Sully had forefeen, hurried Henry 
far beyond the bounds he had pre- 
fcribed bimfelf, 


de 
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1609. of the Third Party, had given the moft violent 
ms Counfels againft his life; or with others who were 


‘ now not lefs his enemies. But what was I able to 


do for his deliverance, when he would not affift my 
endeavours? Would any one imagine that this long 


difcourfe, which I am perfuaded every reader muft 


feel himfelf interefted in, fhould end only in repeat- _ 
ed entreaties to be attentive to the arts of the Spa- 

niards, and to undertake again to perfuade the queen 
that fhe ought to facrifice the Conchini’s, and all the 
reft who difturbed their peace, to. the affurance he 
gave her by me, that, if fhe required it, he would 


never vifit any woman more, married or unmarried ? 


«¢ For it is not juft,” faid this too good and too 
gentle prince, % that I fhould deprive myfelf of all 
€ my pleafures to fatisfy her, unlefs the will do the 
<< fame for me; or that I fhould confent to all her 
« defires, while fhe continues to oppofe all mine.” 
He permitted me to communicate to Sillery what 
J thought proper of this converfation; but not to 
Villeroi. ‘ I will go to dinner,” faid he, for, in- 
deed, it was very late, “ and leave you at liberty 
<< to reflect on all I have faid to you. I rofe this 
morning by break of day; for I did not fleep all 
night, my mind was fo much difturbed with thefe 
thoughts ; nor fhould I have had better reft this 
night than the preceding, if I had not difclofed 
them all to you.” His majefty then got into my 
coach, which I had ordered to be made ready for 
him, faying to me in the prefence of a great num- 
ber of perfons who were in the court, ‘* Farewel, 
my friend, Idove you moft affectionately ; con- 
‘ tinueto ferve me always thus, and remember all 
‘ the converfations we have had together; for you 
‘€ are as dear to me as you can, or ought to, de- 
“unre 7 
I believe I have formerly juftified, by the moft 
folid reafons, my perfeverance in the opinion that 
all thefe plots, half foreign, ‘half domeftic, againft 
his majefty’s life, were neither‘real, nor greatly a 
# ; e : 
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be feared. I confefs, however, that there were 1609. 
fome moments wherein the force of my attachment wa 


to my prince would not permit me to hear, with 


indifference, all that was reported, on this fubje&; 


nor could.all my firmnefs hinder me from being 
terrified at what1 knew to be a mere phantom. My 
mind was in this ftate all the time that Henry con- 
tinued: fpeaking to me, and after he had left me. 
It was. pretty remarkable, that, during the whole 
time Henry ftaid with me, I liftened to him witha 


profound filence; not uttering one word in anfwer — 


to what he faid. When I fat down to dinner, the 
agitation of my heart, and,the dark fufpenfe which 
clouded my mind, threw me into a deyeétion and 
faintnefs, which gave mea difguit to every thing 
that was placed before me. Certainly there was no 
necefflity for Henry’s defiring me to make reflections 
on what he had faid to me: I gave myfelf up en- 
-tirely to them. I carried my views as far as I was 
able, that I might forefee every poffible danger, and 
trace the remoteft caufe for fufpicion. 

. Yet, when this firft tumult of my thoughts fub- 
fided, and more calm and fettled confiderations had 
taken place of thofe confufed ideas that perplexed my 
mind, I was obliged to conclude, as | had always 
done, that it was Henry’s apprehenfions which had 
given rife to mine, and that his had no certain foun- 
dation. The council of Madrid, feeing that the 
king began to advance in years, and had already 
felt the attacks of fome dangerous diftempers, were 
willing to begin, in time, to make the queen and 
the French council relifh a piece of policy, to which 
they might owe their fecurity; The Spaniards found 
perfons among the French who were ftrongly in- 
clined to enter into their meafures, and they made 
ufe of them to carry them on, that they might fpare 
themfelves the fhame of making demands which 
were likely to be refufed. If this was really the 


cafe, the Spanifh council might reafonably be fup- _ 


pofed 
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pofed to feign the contrary for a long time, and 


www deftroy or abate the ardour of the allies of France 


deceived by this appearance. There was nothing 
in this conjeéture which did not agree with the cha- 
racter of the Spanifh nation, eftablifhed by an in- 
finite. number of the like proceedings. | When 
Philip II. urged Monfieur the duke of Alençon to 


engage in the enterprife againft Anwerp, an enter-: 
prife which ruined his affairs and blafted his reputa- 


tion, this was all that he fecretly promifed himfelf 


by it, while, in appearance, he feemed to look upon 


it as a neceflary ftroke, to fecure to that prince the 
fovereignty of the Low Countries, which was the 
bait he threw out for him. But is this a fufficient 
foundation for faying, that Spain was endeavouring 


to become miftrefs of the kiñg”s life? How many 
amotives rendered the perfon and interefts of this 


prince dear to the French nation, and even to thofe 
very courtiers whom, as it fhould feem, the Spa- 
niards had engaged in their party? But to what 
excefes may not the human heart be carried when 
impelled by a violent paffion? I am feized with 
horror at the very idea of actions, which thefe ap- 
prehenfions muft fuppofe perfons to be guilty of, 
whofe birth, education, and fentiments reftrain them 


‘from atrocious crimes, and black attempts, alchough 


they leave them capable of fome tranfient weaknefies. 

Ought I to account for my thinking and fpeaking 
thus, from the refpeét I owe to certain perfons, the 
delicacy of my fentiments, or merely from the de- 
teftation I feel for wickednefs, and the rectitude of 
my own heart? However that may be, it is certain, 


‘that, after all thefe reflections, I found my mind in 


the fame calm fituation it was before the king fpoke 
to me; andif that gentlenefs of difpofition, which 


‘he was too well known to poffefs, gave me, from 
‘time to time, reafon to be apprehenfive, that licen- 
-tioufnefs would gain ground through a hope of paf- 

ee unponithed, yet I did not fear any of thofe 


" dreadful 
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dreadful blows * which bring with them a fudden 
confternation. oat AT on à 
With regard to the other part of his majefty’s 
difcourfe, it would have been more proper for this 
prince to have put an:end, at once, to all reproaches 
from the queen, by beginning immediately to dif- 
“engage himfelf from thofe attachments, which were 
but little fuitable to his years; or, at leaft, in thefe 
fallies, to preferve his reafon fo far unclouded, as 
to avoid any attachment which might raife an amour 
into an affair of policy. Thofe gallantries, which 
Henry had been engaged in, were always deftruc- 


tive either to his glory or his intereft, and certainly : 


to his quiet. However, in the princefs of Condé 
love laid the moft dangerous fnare for him it had 
ever done: all the confequences ‘were juftly and 


greatly to be feared. 


From thefe reflections it may be conceived what 
anfwer I made to the king, when, according to his 
orders, I waited on him five or fix days afterwards : 


* It is manifeft, from reading 


the Memoirs of that time, that the 
fmall number of Henry IV’s fer- 


vants, who had an unfeigned af- 
feétion for him, did not make ufe 
of all the precautions they might, 
to guard againft the unfortunate 
accident that happened to him. 
Perhaps no folid anfwer can be 
given to thofe who may call this 


- fentiment a. judgment after the fact: 


and it muft alfo be allowed, that if 
all the dark and fecret plots, men- 
tioned in an infinite number of 
places in thefe Memoirs, tho’ no- 
thing clear and pofitive touching 
them was ever difcovered, were 
real, as the event feems to have 
proved, they could not fail of pro- 
ducing their effeét, from the aver- 
fion this prince was known to have 
to feverity and revenge. Thofe 
who from fuch examples draw ar- 
guments to turn the minds of fo- 
véreigas to defpotifm and cruelty, 


* 


_ dered the 


merit the utmoft degree of hatred 
from mankind. 

The manner in which the duke 
of Sully here lays open the bottom 
ef his thoughts and opinions of 
thofe plots, abfolutely deftroys 2 
doubt fome, who ferioufly confi- 
tranfaétions of thofe 
times, have made, viz. That the 
duke was perfectly informed of 
whatever was intended againft the 


_perfon of Henry IV. but that hav- 


ing ufed his utmoft endeavours to 


»prevail on that prince to exert his 


authority to fruftrate fuch defigns, 
and finding that all the advice he 
had given Henry thereon, through 
his weaknefs, was always rejected, 
he was inwardly convinced this 
unhappy king could not avoid his 


‘cruel deftiny : therefore, he detere 


mined not to increafe his appre- 
henfions without caufe; but only 
to prevail on him, as foon as pof- 
fible, to leave a city. where he was 


expofed to fuch imminent dangers. 


4 he 
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1609. he had left his chamber, and was gone through the 
iw great gallery to walk in the Tuillieres.. We walked 
together, in the firft gallery, for more than an hour. 
. removed his apprehenfions, and reftored him to 
his former tranquillity. He took a refolution to re- 
double his efforts to banifh, if poffible, from his 
council and court, all this Spanifh policy; and pro- 
mifed to educate his children, and the young prince, 
who was heir to his crown, in his own maxims. To 
bind the proteftants to their king and their country, 
by the clofeft ties ; and endeavour, with equal foli- 
citude, to banifh all foreigners from any participa- ! 
tion in affairs of ftate; thefe were, in his opinion, 
the two principal maxims to be purfued, and the 
moft likely to fecure the public tranquillity againft 
the rife of all domeftic troubles. 

The natural inference from all this was, that 
Henry fhould make immediate preparations ‘for'the 
execution of his great defigns ; fince to defer them 
to an impotent old age, would be to hazard their 
fuccefs: and accordingly, from this moment, his 
application to every thing, which might contribute 
to them, increafed every day. He now came oftener 
than ever to the Arfenal, and I was almoft every 
morning and evening with him at the Louvre, where 
my coach was allowed to drive into the court. The 
King granted’ this privilege, which only two other 
dukes enjoyed befides myfelf, to a confideration of 
my indifpofition, which rendered walking on the 
{tones very troublefome to me: he having almoft 
always occafion for me to be with him, and, I be: 
lieve, his friendfhip for me was another ‘motive 
equally ftrong. 

. He went on to make me draw up views and me- 
marials, to form a complete cabinet of policy, and 
of the management of the finances; and that no- 
thing might “be wanting to the completion of his 
fcheme, wbich he now laid fully before me, he or- 
dered that I fhould have a great defk or ‘cabinet, 


contrived full of drawers and holes, each with a 
lock 


BookXSVE (or SULLY — 335 

lock and key, and all lined with crimfon fattin, in 1609. 
fuch number as to contain, in a regular difpofition, eu ° 
all the pieces that were to be there depofited. The | 
‘labour of this defign was almoft immenfe, though 
it does not appear fuch at the firft glance. 

: To give a notion of it without repetition, the 
reader muft image to himfelf all that has any rela- 
tion, either near or diftant, to the revenue, to war, 
to the artillery, to naval power, to commerce, to: 

policy, to money; to mines; in fhort, to all parts 
of the government, either within the kingdom or 
without it, whether ecclefiaftical or civil, whether 
_ exterior or domeftic. Every one of thefe parts had 
its diftinét allotment in this cabinet of ftate, which 
was to be fet in the great clofet of books in the 
Louvre, furnifhed with all poffible conveniencies, 
that all the pieces under each of thefe heads, how 
numerous foever they might be, fhould appear at a 
fingle glance. On the fide appointed for the finan- 
ces, was a collection of different regulations, me- 
morials of operations, accounts of changes made 
or to be made, of fums to be received and paid: a 
quantity, almoft innumerable, of views, memoirs, 
of abftracts and fummaries, more or lefs compen- 
dious. All this is more eafily imagined than repre- 
fented. All the letters of any confequence, which 
his majefty had written to me, were there filed and 
numbered, with an index pointing out the contents 
ef each. ane 
As to military matters, befides the accounts, lifts, 
and memoirs, which were to fhew the prefent ftate 
of the: forces, there. were all. the regulations. and 
papers of ftate, books treating of the arrangement 
of armies, plans, charts, geographical and hydro- 
graphical, both of France and of different parts of 
the.world. Thefe fame charts, upon a larger fcale, 
mixed with different pieces of painting, were to'be 
placed in the’great gallery. Upon this his majefty 
and I conceived a thought of appointing a large 
room, with its firft range to make a magazine of 
l a models, 
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models, of whatever is moft curious in machinery, 
relating to war, arts, trades, and all forts of exer- 
cifes, noble, liberal, and mechanical ; that all thofe, 
who afpired to perfection, might improve themielves 
without trouble in this filent fchool, the lower apart- 


_ ment was to hold the heavy pieces of workmanfhip, 


and the higher was to contain the lighter. An exact 
inventory of both was to be one of the pieces of the. 
great cabinet *, 

Among the pieces relating to the ecclefiaftical go- 
vernment, the moft curious were a lift of all the 
benefices of the kingdom, with the qualifications 
which they required; and a view of all the ecclefi- 
aftical orders, fecular and regular, from the higheft 
prelate to the loweft clergymen, with the diftinétion 
of natives and foreigners of both religions. This 
work was to be imitated in another relating to tem- 
poral government, in which the king was to fee, to 
a fingle man, the number of gentlemen throughout 
the kingdom, divided into claifes, and fecified aC- 
cording to the differences of title andeftate. In this 
icheme the king had the more pleafure, as he had, 
for a long time, formed the plan for a new order of 
knighthood, with an academy and hofpital, only for 
the nobility; which .inftitution, however glorious 
and ufeful, would. have been no expence either to 
the people or the revenue +.. He had propofed, at 


* The death of Henry IV, put 
a total ftop to the execution of all 
thefe defigns, which deferve all the 
praife that can be given them. It 
is alfo apparent, that however de 
fective this ftate-mufeum remained, 


at has, neverthelefs, given birth to 


many noble and ufeful eftablifh- 
ments, which have done honour to 
fucceeding minifters. This book 
will furnifh many other fubjeéts for 
this refle@ion, See what has been 
faid of this in the preface. 

+ Thisdefign of the duke of Sully 
admits of a further extention. It 
has long been a juit caufe of com- 
piaint, that the p&blic method of 


educating youth in the colleges of 
France, and in every part of Eu- 
rope, ftill retains the barbarity of 
the moft uncultivated times; the 
manner in which children are in+ 
difcriminately brought up, feems 
intended to qualify them only for 
the priefthood and the profeffion of 
theology. Latin and Greek, a fy- 
ftem of rhetoric, fit only to deprave 
the tafte and pervert the mind: a 
courfe of philofophy, which re- 
quires the application of two whole 
years to learn things fo dry, tedious, 
and futile, that as much time would 
be neceflary to drive them out of 
the mind, as were loft in acquiring 

the 
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the fame time, and with the fame advantages, to 1609: 
eftablifh a camp, or ftanding body of fix thoufand | 
foot, a thoufand horfe, with fix pieces of artillery 
completely fitted out: and, to keép the fame pro- 
portion in the naval force, twelve fhips, and as 


them, did not the manner and lan- 
guage, in which they afe taught, 
themfelves produce that effect: a 
courfe of law, that follows, of ftill 
greater length, andin which, with 
the fame inconveniencies, the 
ground of the French law is what 
is leaft taught. ‘We fee here in 
what particulars; this method of 
education confifts; the unhappy 
confequences of which are, that at 
a time when reading a number of 
good books, upon all fubje&s, ought 
to form a tafte for the arts and fci- 
ences, and teach the principles of 


them, young men are not only 


held from making a progrefs, but 
fent into the world, fraught with 
prejudices againft all kind of ‘lite- 
rature, and full of difguit to all 
books, from having been tedioufly 
confined to fo fmall a number ; a 
difguft which, in many inftances, 
is never removed, or removed only 
fo'as to admit of reading, for mere 
amufement, at an age in which the 
mind has abated of that vigour 
without which the matureft judg- 
ment is only as an ufelefs talent. 


Would it, therefore, be impof- . 


fible to fupprefs, at leaft, one half 
of this prodigious number of La- 
tin colleges, and convert, the reft 


into fuch as are more adapted to. 


the different profeffions for which 
youth are intended? to dedicate 
the firft years of infancy to the 
learning the principal duties of re- 
ligion and virtue ? to read, write, 
and account well? to remove chil- 
dren from hence to other colleges, 
where, along with a flight acquain- 
tance with the learned languages, 
_ for thofe who are not intended to 
make any great ufe of them, they 
fhould be taught to fpeak and write 
well in our own language, to fa- 


Vor. 1V: 


Z 


miliatife themfelves to its different 
ftyles, the epiftolary in particular 5 
and to undetftand the languages of, 
at the leaft, fome of lier neighbour- 
ing nations, with whom we have 
the moft concern? to let thefe 
fchools be fucceeded by others, 
Wheré the elements of the moft ne- 
ceffary parts of mathematics, geo- 
graphy; and hiftory, fhould be 
taught? ‘where taétics, politics, 
laws, and commerce, laid down in 
a clear and concife method, fhould 
be made ufe of by the mafters, to 
difcover the bent of their pupils ge- 
nius ? and by the pupils to deter= 
mine them in the choice of fuch 
ftudies as they are moft difpofed 
and attracted to by nature? ~~ | 
This fhort view of the fubje& 


_can fcarcely be deemed more thah 


a very rough fketch of a better pro+ 
jet. It, neverthelefs, feems to me 
fufficient to point out the road 
which fhould be taken, to infpire 
youth with a zeal for true glory; 
labour, and application, to prevent 
their falling into idlenefs and de- 
bauchery ; and, in fhort, to fupply 


‘the ftate with the moft excellent 


fubjeéts of every kind. We, every 
day, fee inftances; that the know- 
ledge of this truth determines many 
parents to prefer a private and do- 
meftic education for their children 
to the public one of the colleges, 
One cannot find fault with them for 
this, notwithftanding the advan- 
tages of the one over thofe of the 
other are fo confpicuous, This 
confideration makes it only more 
to be regretted, that public educa- 
tion has not yet been carried to 
that perfection, amongft us, every 
one perceives it is capable of, and 
ought to be. 


many 
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1609. many gallies, were always to be kept ready for a 
av voyage. | 


As fchemes of improvement and reformation, in 
every refpect, had one of the chief places in this 
cabinet, befides the general plan by which Henry 
had contrived to change the tace of all Europe, and 
which was laid out ana particularifed in. the cleareft 
and moft extenfive manner, there were diftinét pro» 
jects upon alt ‘forts’ of fubjeétss in’ thofe; for in- 
ftance,. that related to war, methods were laid down 
for preferving an exact difcipline, not only in time 
of actual war, but likewife in peace, by which the 
perfons of ‘the trader, manufacturer, fhepherd, huf- 
bandman, would have béen ‘préferved ‘inviolable 
from the foldiers. |. Thefe four prefeffions, by-which 
the flate may be truly faid'to ‘be fupported, would 
have been completely fecured: from all outrages of 
the nobility, by other repulations’there laid down, 
with relation to the domeftic adminiftration of go- 
vernment. «Fhe diftin@tionof conditions; and the 
extent of the ‘rights of each, was fo exa€tly laid 
down, “that none of them an have been able, for 
the future, either to break from their fübordination, 
or make an ill uf of their power. The defign of 
the papers, relating to the clergy, was to-engage all 
the ecclefiaftics to make fuch ufe as the Canons te- 
quire of revenues which, pr operly fpeaking, ‘are not 
their own ; -to ‘forbid them to join together livings 
of the yearly value of fix hundred livres, .or to. have 
any one that produced more than ten thoufand livres ; 
upon. the ‘whole, to acquit themfelves worthily of 
their employments, and to confider it as their firft 
duty to fet a good example. 

1 will not enter into more particulars, having had 
occafion to treat of thefe fubjeéts in different parts 
of thefe Memoirs * I thall waist refer fhe reader 


Le 


“# This kind of filent fchool for the extenfion of tbe utility of it. 
the finances,* war, commerce, &c, What i is the reafon thofe, who are 
appears to me fo happily contrived, employed in the adminiftration of . 
that, in reality, I fee no bounds to the different affairs of tbe govern- 
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to all that he has feen, or fhall fee, in this book; 1609, 
upon the head of morality, and. principles of jut ~WAY 
and wife governments, which had alfo their place 
in that collection. : I cut off thus an account which 
DT could have drawn to great length, becaufe how 
much foever I might:have diffufed it, I could ne- 
ver have fhewn the whole; at leaft not without 
tedioufnefs and trouble, EE would have been the 
greater asthe account would have contained no- 
thing abfolutely new. . Among other memorials re- 
Jating to the finances, there was one upon the me- 
thods)of raifing money, which ought tovbe diftin- 
guifhed from the: other pieces that are pafied over 
without mention. By this fcheme a hundred mil- 
lions'might be raifed in three or four years. * The 
only caution which I recommended, was not to 
ane ufe of it without.neceffity ; and to begin by 
the mofteafy and gentle, of the different ways there 
mentioned: They were laid down in the order 
which’ I fhall here give them, tho’ this is only a 
mere épitome of the plan *. 
JAtnew regulation was to be made with: FAN 
to the prefidents of ports and havens, the officers 
of the Crown sat Li and Traites Forains, - 


é 


OF 


i ov are ah RE falling into 
fo many miftakes ? Becaufe there 
being no pofitive rülés, no writ- 
ten’.principles, they can ‘confult, 
or whence they can’ either draw 
the information they ought to have, 
or correét their own:ideas; they 
generally go on as chance conducts 
them, and often wander from the 
proper road, From hence, in eve- 


“ry refpe&, it happens, we arrive. 


fo late at the intended point, and 
that very often we mifs it entirely. 
_ “No ‘body or community can fubfift 
‘for two er three ages only, with- 
out the help of fome fundamental 
“rules of -conduét, ‘which can, on 
“every. emergency, be réforted to 
by thofe who have the direétion of 
‘it: How then ¢an the ftate, which 


any { 


\thefe into one; 


Z 2 


Sail tie fl all leffer communi- 


ties, be conduéted without them? 
How otherwife can thofe, who 
fucceed-in pofts and employments, 
form any judgment, whether dif- 


ferent circumftances require any 


alteration in the principles : by 
which their predeceffors were guid- 

ed? For want of fuch rules, fuch 
permanent laws, many ufeful pro- 
je€ts, which could not be carried 
into execution at the time of their 
invention, have perifhed with their 
inventors; and many bad ones, 


‘adopted by rafhnefs and i aBHOFARICC, 


have been perpetuated. 
* There is another ftate of this | 


‘account in Sully’s Memoirs, Vol. 


IV. p. 99. I have des hoy ta 
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1609. tolls of rivers, and the cuftoms paid: at their 
y mouths; with a new valuation of thefe claims, 


and a new creation of officers for the collection. 
Another regulation refpected the mafters that 
bought and fold cattle, wine, and other liquors, fifh 
frefh and falt, wood, hay, and other provifions. 


- Another related to the pofts, in which were com- 


prehended the poit mafters and comptrollers, the 
mafters of the king’s ftables; the couriers, bank- 
ers, and their commiffioners, the ftage-coaches *, 
the foot and horfe meffengers, and all carriages by 
land and water, When I read this article to the 
king, he faid, ‘ I commend you to La-Varenne, 
‘ and all the people of the ftable :: I will fendthem 
‘ all to you.’? Another fcheme related’ to :the 
markers of leather, the gaugers, the keepers of 
coffee-houfes, the retailers,, commiflaries, - affefiors, 
and collectors, the keepers of lodgings to let, and 
many others. ‘Right, fays Henry, you muft do 
‘ all this for us; for not a day pañles but I am 
‘ teized to make a grant of fome or other of thefe.” 
Another was upon the fourth and eighthyaids, the 
entry and exportation of goods, whether from city 
to city, or from province to province; a creation 
of new officers for the magazines of falt, with an 
augmentation of taxes paid by them and by. re- 
tailers ; an augmentation of a crown upon every 
minot of falt, and other regulations refpecting both 
the falt works and the fale of the falt which is got. 
from them. ‘This, fays Henry, I fhould like 
‘ well; but you muft begin with your own go- 
‘ vernment, or elfe we fhall have great clamour.” 


The parties cafuelles, and 


* Poft-horfes and ftage-coaches 
were, firft fet up in the reign of 
Henry IV, 

+ This is the firft and only time 
the droit annuel is mentioned in 
thefe Memoirs. This is the more 
furprifing, becaufe this law, by 


the droit annuel+. The 


which offices of juftice, made 
faleable in the reign of Francis I, 
are made hereditary, was eftablifh- 
ed under Henry IV, and therefore 
M. Sully was probably the princi- 
pal author of it ; and becaufe when 


the edict for its eftablifhment was 
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fecretaries of the king were to be augmented to 


fixteen. A ‘tax was to be raifed upon falt, in the 


form of the taille, to make a fund appointed for 
the wages of the different officers, fovereign, and 


made, nothing was heard but mur- 
murs and complaints; that the 
purchafe of thofe offices being, by 
means of this new law, raifed to 
_ an exorbitant price, the nobility 
and people of merit would be to- 
tally excluded from them, and 
they could, for the future, fall to 
the fhare only of monied men; 
whereby the vexations, in the ad- 
miniftring juftice, would be en- 
creafed, inftead of being dimi- 
nifhed. \ 

Cardinal Richelieu, : convinced 
by the good reafons M. de Sully 
had for aéting thus, and which he 
had from that minifter’s own 
mouth, employs the firft fection of 
the chapter of his Political Tefta- 
ment, part I, to prove that nei- 
ther the fale or inheritance of of- 
fices of juftice ought to be abolifh- 
ed in this kingdom. “The late 
** king, fays he, by the advice of 
“ a very good council, in the time 
“of a profound peace, and ina 
** ‘reign free from want, added the 
eftablifhment of the right of in- 
heriting of offices of juftice to the 
right of felling them. It is not 
‘ to be prefumed he would have 
** taken this ftep, without a ma- 
ture confideration, and without 
“€ forefeeing, as far as human pru- 
dence is able, the confequences 
and effeéts of it. Nothing con- 
tributed fo much to enable the 
** duke of Guife to render himfelf 
powerful in the league, agaiuft, 
‘ the king and ftate, as the great 
number of officers he had, by 
his intereft, brought into the 
principal pofts of the kingdom, 
I have been told by the duke of 
Sully, that this confideration 
was one of the chief motives 
“‘ with the king for eftablifhing 
the droit annuel," &c, 
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‘6 low extraction, 


After this, the cardinal de Riche 
lieu maintains, that it is better 
thofe offices fhould be bought, than 
given to poor and indigent people, 
or be carried off by ambition and 
intereft. ‘‘Inftead, fays he, of 
‘opening the door to virtue, it 
‘# would be opened to cabals and 
‘€ faGtions, and the great offices 
would be filled with officers of 
often better 
‘€ ftocked with Latin than riches 
*¢ —Low birth feldom produces in 
‘“ men the qualifications neceffary 
‘ to form a great magiftrate— 
‘ Wealth is a great ornament to 
‘€ dignities, and they are fo much 
heightened by exterior luftre, 
‘€ that one may boldly fay, That 
of two perfons of equal merit, 
‘€ the preference ought to be given 
** to him who is in the moft af- 
fluent circumftances:  befides, 
‘ the fear of lofing all he is 
** worth, will be no fmall reftraint 
‘ againft mifbehaviour to an of- 
‘ ficer, who has engaged the 
‘ greateft part of his eftate in the 
purchafe of his office.——If,”” 
fays he further, “ offices could be 
** obtained without money, com- 
‘ merce would be abandoned by 
€ many, who, dazzled with the 
fplendor of dignities, would ra- 
‘€ ther pufh themfelves into offices 
** at the expence of being ruined, 
‘€ than acquire wealth for their fa- 
‘€ milies by employing themfelves 
‘in commerce.”” 

He proves the particular ufeful- 
nefs of the droit annuel, from the 
confideration,. that, without it, all 
the old officers would refign their 
offices, ‘‘ When experience, and 
‘ the ripenefs of age, had made 
“ them moft capable of ferving 
“© the public." “He ought, I think, 
to have added this further reafon, 
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1609: fubaltern, particularly of the courts of juftice: an- 
mr other refpected the offices of lieutenants, comp- 


trollers, and treafurers, as well general.as provin- 
cial, to be dignified with new titles, and fet over 
the artillery, bridges, and caufeways: another 
fcheme refpected the employments of bailiwicks, 
elections, and magazines of falt, to éncreafe them 
by new grants of wages and privileges, out of the 
money raiféd upon thé taille, even to five fous in 
the livre. . Foeftablifh new elections in Guyenne, 


Languedoc, Brittany, and Bureundy: the king 


forefaw that,.in thefe provinces, there would be 
much murmuring.» New treafures were to be crea- 
ted in the offices of the finditcés, two at Sens and at 
Cahors, fix in Brittany, and three elfewhere.. Hen- 


That a young man who is intend- 
ed for the enjoyment of one of 
thofe poits, will receive from his. 
parents an education fuitable to, 
that ftation of life they know he. 
is defigned to fill. The advice. 
wherewith our author finifhes this 
article, is to fix the value of thefe. 
offices at a moderate price, “ Which 
“ fhould not exceed, fays he, the 
€ half of what, from the extra- 
‘ vagant humour of the people, 
‘fis now given. for them.’’ He 


does, juftice to Henry IV: on this, 


head: “The late king, fays he,. 
me forefeeing this evil, had infert- 
‘€ ed in the ediét he mdde on this 
“© fubje@, claufes able to prevent 
*© it; not only excepting from the. 
€ droit annuel, the offices of the 
« chief prefidents, and, the folici- 
‘€ tors and attomeys-general; but 
€ moreover reférving to himfelf 
“ithe power to. difpofe of thofe 


« offices which are fubjeét to it,. 


** when vacant, on paying previ- 


<£ oufly to the heirs of the poffef- 
: “6, fors of them. the,pyce at which, 


€ they, fhould, be valued. The: 
€ mifchiefs, which the droit annuel 
€ at prefent,oceafions, do not pros» 
se ceed fo much from any faults in, 


{ 


Gr 


the nature of it, as from the 
reftritions this great prince had 
fubieéted it to, having been im-, 
prudently taken off, .If the e- 
dict had continued in the purity 
of its original inftitution, the 
value of offices would never 
have rifen to that exceffive 
height it now is at. Itis, there« 
fore, only neceffary to reduce 
the edict for the droit annuel, to. 
the bounds of its firft form.” 

Thefe words fully juftify the 
duke of Sully, againft all the im- 
putations that have been caft on 
him, on account of the counfel. 
he gave Henry IV. touching the fa- 
mous edict of the droit annuel, By 
virtue of this ediét, the officers of 
juftice were compelled to pay the. 
fixtieth part, of the »produce of 
their offices, which continued to 
be done every ninth year till 170¢5 
“when they were obliged to buy off 
this charge. See le Journal de 


, L'Etoile, anno 1605, when this 


edi& was made, De Thou, Meze-. 
rai, &c. The exceffive number. 
of the officers of juftice, &c. is 
the principal and the true caufe: 
of all the other mifchiefs men of 
fenfe find to arife from this edit, . 


ry 
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ry faid, that the number of thefe harpies: fhould'be, 1609. 


rather leflened than encreafed. 
-Fpropofed to create, in times of neceMity, {till a 
much greater number of offices among the trea- 
_ furers, payers of rents and wages, receivers, and 
other officers of the tailles, fecretaries and under- 
Officers of the greater and little chancery, as well 
as to make new grants to the offices already in be- 
ing: to appoint two principal commiffioners over 
all the offices in the revenue. ‘T'o ‘particularize all 
this would take up too much room. The virtue of 
the king reprefenting to him, what was yet a mere 
project, as already put in execution, made him cry 
out againft fuch a number of regulations, with 
which I agreed with him, that the people were not 
to be charged, but in cafe of great necefity. 
~ To make an end, it was propofed, that fove- 
reign courts fhould be erected in different cities, 
fich as a parliament, chamber of accounts, and 
court of aids, at Lyons and Poitiers, fuppreffing 
the court of aids at Montferrand. As it was pro- 
pofed that the aids fhould be extended to. Brittany, 
-acourt of aids was to be created there, another at 
Bordeaux, witha chamber of accounts, a third in 
Burgundy, and a fourth in Provence. At this 
the king fhook his head, and faid not a word. 
I fhall not repeat here what I have already faid ‘in 
many parts of thefe Memoirs. The averfion which 
_T'have fhewn, with regard to whatever is ftiled 
luxury, will make it thought, that all mad and fu- 
 pérfluous expences. were heavily taxed, and fo in- 
deed they were; and I fhall honeftly declare, that 
if my credit had been fufficient, befides cutting off a 
great part of thofé expences; which are inconfift- 
ent with the prefling neceffities of the ftate, I fhould 
have fupprefled, likewife, coaches and other in: 
ventions’ of luxury, except in fuch conditions of 


life ‘as fhould have gratified their’ vanity at a high 
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If it is neceflary to lay this check upon luxury, 


ear Of which the contagion has feized infenfibly on all 


parts of the community, it is yet of more impor- 
tance to ftop its fatal confequences in thofe to whom 
it is not merely an occafion of negligence and foft- 
nefs, but acaufe of corruption and ruin of fami; 
lies. Againft this, provifion was made by another 
fcheme, placed likewife among the pieces of the 
cabinet of ftate; nor was it one of the leaft mif- 
fortunes occafioned by the untimely death of the 
king, that it buried in the grave with him fo many 

ufeful defigns at the moment of their birth. : 
According to another regulation, an edict would. 
have paffed to oblige the advocates and attornies- 
general of the parliament, to profecute and punifh, 
in an exemplary manner, all thofe, who, by the 
exemple of their diffolutenefs and prodigality, in- | 
jured the public, themfelves, or other people ; and 
to this they were bound, under penalty of anfwer- 
ing themfelves, for all the diforders which their ne- 
gligence or connivance might produce. The way 
by which this was to be put in their power, with- 
out rendering their offices burdenfome beyond mea- — 
fure, was to join with them, in. every jurifdiction, 
three perfons publicly appointed under the title 
of cenfors or reformers, chofen from three years to 
three years in a public afferably, and authorifed by 
their office, to which was joined every kind of 
exemption, not only to lay before the judges in- 
formations againft all fathers, or children of fami- 
lies guilty of difhonourable diffolutenefs, and of 
fuperfluous expences, to a degree beyond their for- 
tune; but likewife to force the. judges themfelves 
to punifh thefe excefles in the manner prefcribed : 
or, on failure, to call them to an account, as part- 
ners of the crime. Every profecution was to be 
preceded by two warnings; but, at the third, an 
action was iffued out, by which the perfon accufed 
was put under tutorage, and faw the manage. 
ment of his affairs configned to other hands, | 
| who 
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who were to leave him only two thirds of his re- 1609, 
venue, and apply the other part to the payment cyan 
of his debts, and for the repairs of his eftate: and 
this. was to laft till evident tokens were given of a 
real reformation, and a return to a more reafonable 
way of thinking and acting. From this law no 
condition was excepted; and it is likely that no 
member of the community would have efcaped this 
judicature, becaufe it was itfelf anfwerable to a 
higher tribunal, and even the officers were fixed 
down to their duty by the dread of punifhment 
equivalent to difgrace. ent 
_ Jt would have been decreed, at the fame time, to 
deftroy this mifchief in its original, that no perfon, 
of whatever quality or condition, fhould be al- 
lowed to borrow a fum which, compared with his 
eftate, could be deemed confiderable; and that no 
other fhould lend it him, on pain of lofing it, un- 
lefs it was, at the fame time, declared in a con- 
tract or obligation, to what ufe the money fo bor- 
rowed fhould be employed; what debts the bor- 
“rower already had; to what perfons, upon what {e- 
curity, and what revenue was ftill left him; as well 
to fecure the debt as to maintain his family. With 
the fame intention every father of a family, and 
every perfon who acted in the character of a father, 
were forbidden to give to one of their children, 
at fettling them in the world, a larger fortune than 
juftice allowed, upon a due confideration of their 
prefent means, and of the number of their children 
born or likely to be born, excepting only, that the 
authority of a father was fecured, by allowing him 
to punifh a vicious or unnatural fon. But even in 
this cafe the offence was to be clearly proved, and 
this arbitrary difpofition was to extend only to move- 
able goods, or their own acquifition. : 
This regulation of domeftic ceconomy, was but 
a piece of the general regulation with refpect to the 
whole, and principally with refpect to trials of cau- 
fes, of which, I believe, the reader will be pleated 
| wit 
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1 with °an account; for the intereft which every one 


wey lias in feeing the innumerable abutes of the courts: 


amended, is great, general, and univerfally known: 
The defien of Henry was to impart it, at firft, to 
the prefidents of the different courts of juftice, and 
the king’s counfel in the parliaments; not to be 
difputed, but that they might give intelligence, 
and advife upon the fuppofition, that, concurring 
in the fame defign, they might difcover fomething 
ufeful for the contraction of procefies, and the de- 
ftruction of the defpicable art of chicanety. : When 


_ thefe articles of regulation had been finally drawn. 


up, according to the opinions which were thought 
beft, his majefty was refolved to bring them into 
parliament, written with his own hand, to have 
them regiftered. The reader has already feen 
thofe which we had previoufly drawn up, which 
would probably have pafled with little alteration. 

~ In all fuits between relations, counted nearly ac- 
cording to the canonical degrees of confanguinity 
and affinity, as well temporal as fpiritual, the plain- 
tiff was obliged, in the firft place, to make an of- 
fer, from which he was not to depart, of refer- 
ing all the differences to the arbitration of four per- 
fons, two chofen by each party, among their friends 
or relations ; to name thefe two arbitrators on the 
fpot, and to fet down, in diftinét articles, figned 
with his own hand, all hispretenfions and demands, 
to which he was not allowed to make any additions, 
The fame thing was to be'done by the defendant, 
who had only a / month allowed him to name his 
arbitrators. : In! another month the arbitrators were 
to be in poffeftion of all the proofs and writings 
of ‘both parties ; another month was allowed the 
arbitrators to) pronounce judgment; and a month 
after that was allowed: tora firperior arbitrator, to 
détermine thofe paints om which the voices had been 
equally divided: for allsother*points were to be 
corifidered as determined; and came’ not under ‘the 


bomen of the: fupérior arbitrator, ‘The: fame 


“regu- | 
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regulation took place with the judges: they could 16094 
not call back the mäin‘caufe before them, nor make LAS. 
any enquiry into the fundamental queftion ; but on: 
ly give fentence according to: judgment, good or 
bad; of the arbitrators upon the pieces laid before 
them. The fovereign courts’ had, in this refpeét, 
no higher privileges than ordinary jurifdiétions : 
they could neither appoint’a new enquiry, nor re- 
céive new proofs’; and they were allowed only a 
month or fix weeks to make a decree, which, if 
they exceeded that time, became void, and ‘the 
judges themfelves were condemned to pay the lof- 
ns and damages of both parties. 

+ The notaries were declared principal and compe- 
tent judges of all contraéts, tranfactions, obliga- 
. tions, transfers, grants, € exchanges, fales, and lentes 
fo ‘that the opinion given by them, upon the fenfe 
of any contract brought before them, was provifi: 
onally eftablifhed, notwithftanding any oppofition 
or appeal; and the fuperior judges could not pro- 
ceed, upon that fentence, in any other manner than 
as upon the feritence of a court of eftablifhed judi- 
cature. : The’precaution, by which the knavery of 
the notaries was obviated, was, that firft every act 
-muft have paffed in the prefence of two notaries, 
or of one notary, and two witneffes ; in the fecond 
place, the eontracting parties were obliged to bring 
each of them an advocate tothe affiftance of the 
notaries, whofe advice the notaries were to take, 
and fet down their names in the decifions. This 
act, and the fentence ‘thus paft, would never after- 
wards be falfified, if it was for a fum exceeding a 
hundred livres? 7) jap 

~The fummons could not be broighe before any 
ot judge than that of the defendant, and, as I 
have faid, it was to contain all the claims of the 
plaintiff, in à manner fo general, that, after that, 
nothing was to be done befides making an anfwer 
to the allegations of the defendant, under a penal- 
7, — the judges, advocates, and folicitors. 

Thefe 
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Thefe advocates and folicitors were immediately to 
put the caufe into fuch a ftate, that it might be de- | 
termined ; and till it was in fuch a ftate, they were 
forbidden to plead it, or bring it into court. . The 
moft confiderable caufes, thofe in which there were 
to be many writings and much evidence, could not 
be delayed more than three months ; and here, as 
in all other bills. of importance, bills of review 
were not allowed, and the only recourfe was to 
letters patents difpatched in the councilof ftate, and 
fealed with the great feal. =» > 
This regulation extended, in its particulars, to 
every fingle point of law, or cuftom that required © 
to be rectified; fuch as the rules, which are alrea- 
dy made mention of, upon the bad ceconomy of the 
inhabitants, upon the common right of poffeffion 
between hufband and wife, and others, which I 
do not mention, with refpect to perquifites, fala- 
ries, vacations, and other charges; as well as of 
the different fubterfuges of chicanery, and all the 
abufes of the courts of juftice; with refpect to 
pleaders and writers, and many other things, of 
which every body hears loud complaints. Theking 
could find nothing better to be done, than to refer 
all thofe particulars to the difcretion and regulation 
of twelve men, picked out from amongit thofe 
who had moft knowledge of bufinefs; and were 
men of the greateft wifdom and equity, who were 
to purfue the defign in the following method: They 
were to write down, in theform of a memorial, 
all the formalities, generally abfurd, without omit- 
ting any: in the next place, thofe which they 
thought the public good required to be left out: 
and, laftly, that which they thought beft to fubfti- 
tute in their place. This work being fo far finifhed, 
was to be expofed to a careful examination of three 
of the king’s principal ‘minifters and counfellors, 
who were to give their opinion about it; after. 
which the king was likewife to declare his fentiments, 
and to give it all the authority neceflary to ~~ 
the 
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the future practices of the courts invariable and uni- 
forme / | 
When we had once begun to compofe. this gene- 
ral inventory of Jlate, it became one of our moft 
_ufual fubjeéts of converfation, and -the king ap- 
peared extremely impatient to have it made perfect. 
He fent one of the pages of his chamber for me 
one morning, when the weather was exceflive hot ; 
for, I think, it was in the month of June. I went 
directly to his clofet ; but I found he had juft left 
it, and was already in the Tuilleries. I could not 
overtake him till he was got as far as the terrace, 
belonging to the capuchin friars, near a little door, 
through which he entered their chapel to hear mais. 
As foon as he faw me, at a diftance, followed by 
that croud of clients who feem to guefs every place 
where minifters are likely to be; ‘ Go, faid he, 
and tell the capuchins, that they muft, delay 
s¢ mafs alittle; for I muft confer with M. de Sul- 
<< ly, who is not a good mafs-man : if he would 
“ take my advice as to that affair, I fhould love 
‘€ him ftill more than I do, and there is nothing 
which he might .not expect from my friendfhip ; 
however, fuch as he is, I have a tender affection 
< for him, and receive great advantages from his 
s¢ fervices.” His ‘majefty then took my hand, 
which he held in his; and during two hours that 
we walked together, he talked to me only of fome 
new memorials, which he afked me for, to add to 
his cabinet of .ftate. At parting, he bid me aloud 
to be as exact and diligent as poffible in this work. 
-S¢ Let there be few words, faid he, and much mat- 
i ter. However, all muft be plain and clear; for 
. I would communicate fome part of it to two or 
‘ three of my fervants, whofe names I will tell 
you.” replied, that his majefty muft give me 
.a little time to execute this tafk, fince he required 
..method, brevity, and clearnefs at once. ‘Do it 
‘© then as foon,as you can, faid Henry ; you know 
“ my 
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my ftyle, and I know yours; they agree well to- 
‘ gether.” 


Tfenta meflage to the chancellor to let him iow 


that L'fhould not go to the council, and I fhut my- 
felf up all the reft .of that day, and part of ‘the 
night, looking over books and papers; nor did I 
even fit down to fupper. “At feven o’clock, the 
next morning, the king came ‘to. the: apforah ate 
tended by thofe perfons whom ‘hé had mentioned 
to me the day before. Thefe were Meffieurs d’Or- 
nano, de Boéfit, Du-Bourg, de Lifle; de St. An- 
dré, de Montpelier,’ de Pilles, dé Portia, de St: 
Canard, de La-Buifle, de re Vieuville. ‘There 
were likewife Meffieurs de Vitry, de Vic, de'Né: 
réftan, de St. Géran, :La- Varenne, D’Efcures, E- 
fard, and Châtillon, ‘e engineers, (for part of fome 
affairs, relating to’ their profeffion, made the bu: 
finefs) Béthune, my coufin: and, laftly, fome fo- 
reigners, ‘fént "by Lefdisuieres and ‘the: duke of 


Bouillon, and another, nape ‘Pucharnault, from © 


La-Force. My clofét was almoft full. 1 had inôt 
been able to draw up the ‘memorial in queftion, and 


the reafon give: his imajefty for it; who had afked 


for it immediately; ‘was, that F had received fome 
difpatches from La-Force, concerning a new diftur- 
bance raifed bythe Spaniards in Bearn, andthe Lower 
Navarre, which it was neceMary'to anfwer immediaté- 
ly. Llikewife writ tohim, faid], about'my nephew, 
and my-niece Biron, whom they want to get divorced, 

whichowill be a fné piece of work; for the be- 
lieves ‘fhe is with’ child; “and fhe. really is fo. 

< This, replied: his majefty, is oncof the ftrangéft 


‘ei cafes Lever knew, and thé mott ridiculous: °T 


<¢ am deceived if ever you will ‘be ‘able to bring 
“the people ito ‘reafon? "<< Finith your dif- 


“patches,” added this prince, after telling me, in 


a low voice, fomething he had to communicate to 


‘me, “and finifh likewife our papers as foon as pof- 


«© fible} and do not go to the council to-day.” 


That cannot be, Sire, I replied ; for fome affairs 
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se OF conituanena are to be laid. before. it, which 1609 
‘© were not examined yefterday, on account of nul 


my abfence.” ,“ Well, do the beft you can, 
“ faid he, and, adieu ; for I am going to: the Lait 
‘ leries.” 

[laboured with an se today at the memo- 
rial, that it was ready the: next morning, when this 
majefty again fent for,me to the Tuilleries.. Igave 
my fecretary thefe papers to.camy,, inclofed in aloofe 


fheet of paper, and fealed.. 1.found, Sillery..and 


Villeroi with the king, and we all four continued 
| ne walk, during almof two. hours, ,.difcourfing 
upon, the fcheme of thefe memorials,. with fo.much 
heat and action, that. it was eafily, perceived by 
thofe, ab: à diftance, that we did,not-agree. in our 
opinions. I was going away without taking notice 
of. my packet, to the king, when. he called , me 
back, and afked me for it. . I fhewed it to him. in 
my fecretary’s hands, whom I afterwards. ordered 
to ptefent it to his majefty when.he had an inglina» 
tion to read it; but to take care that he. brought it 
back with him. faled. again, in» the fame manner it 
_ Was, now. ; What had AE 1 in Our conv estanions 


to A by. 1 the os sn I 
had. given him... He, followed. the. king, who went 
>. to, the. capuchins to. hear mafs, .and took, this. op- 


portunity to go. to breakfaft 5: forit would not have - 


been eafy to: have found. another, ~The. king feeing 
him. when he came, from. mais, « Follow me, . faid 
“ he, to the Louvre,,.and.do.moc. go away from 
# thence till I have fpoken to you.’’..,Asfoon as 
he came to his. clofet, he-afked him for, the. packet. 
_ My fecretary. then told him. the orders, I had. given 
him... # Well, . faid, his maefty, -be,it Ho : .-but, 
“ again I tell you do not leave the Louvre.” -He 
then went into his library -to'leave the packet. there 


while ke dined. . ‘The.court was.not very full, sbe- 


caufe it was. later than ufual.. wb he: king hardly 
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1609. fpoke to any one, and appeared to be in deep 
… thought, often ftriking his knife upon: his plate. 


© myfelf fometimes, of his temper: they fay he 


' My fécretary believed he was going to be dif- 
miffed, when he faw the king rife from table and 
return to his clofet, and heard himfelf called for 
about half an hour afterwards: but fome princes 
and lords of the court coming in that moment, with 
whom his majefty feemed to have entered into 
converfation, he withdrew into a corner with La- 
Varenne and Béringhen. ‘The place where they 
ftood was very dark, fo that it was not eafy to 
perceive them, efpecially if they took a little care 
to conceal themfelves, which they did, tho’ with- 
out any defign. Some minutes afterwards they faw 
Henry advance, with two or three of ‘the company 
whom he had feparated from the reft, and came fo 
near them that they could hear what he faid, al- 
though he did not fpeak very loud; they redoubled 
their attention, and they heard him fay thefe words: 
‘Tam fatigued with walking fo long this morn- 
ing; for I have been converfirig more than two 


€ hours, upon matters of great importance, with 


“ three men whom I have found as contrary in 
‘¢ their opinions, as they are in their tempers and 
« inclinations. Any other than myfelf, perhaps, 
‘ would find it difficult to employ them; but I 
am fo well acquainted with their whims, that I 
“even draw advantages from their debates and 
“ oppofition, which ferves to make all affairs they 
“ are engaged in fo plain and clear, that it is eafy 
‘ for me to chufe that method which appears to 
<¢ be beft. You know them well enough without 
my naming them.” i 

His majefty continued to draw the pictures of 
his three minifters in the following manner. 1 fhall 
be candid enough not to make the leaft alteration 
in his words, even where myfelf was concerned, 
and it was with me that he began. ‘‘ Some per- 
“© fons, faid Henry, complain, and, indeed, I do 


as 
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‘ is harfh, impatient, and obftinate: he is accufed 1609. 


6 


La) 


‘ ing too much upon his own opinions, exagge- 
“ rating the worth of his own actions, and lef- 
‘€ fening that of others; as likewife of eagerly af- 
‘ piring after honours and riches. Now, although 
[am well convinced that part of thefe imputa- 
<< tions are true, and that [ am obliged to keep a 
high hand over him, when he offends me with 
<< thofe falfies of ill humour, yet I cannot ceafe to 
« love him, efteem him, and employ him in all 
‘ affairs of confequence ; becaufe I am very fure, 
‘ that he loves my perfon, that he takes an inte» 
‘€ reft in my prefervation, and that he is ardently 
t folicitous for the honour, the glory, and gran- 
‘ deur of me and my kingdom. I know alfo that 
<¢ he has no malignity in his heart, that he is inde= 
‘¢ fatigable in bufinefs, and fruitful in expedients 5 
<< that he is a careful manager of my revenue, a 
¢¢ man laborious and diligent, who endeavours to 
<¢ be ignorant of nothing, and to render himfelf 
<¢ capable of conducting all affairs, whether of 


‘ peace or wat; who writes and {peaks in a ftyle . 


€ that pleafes me, becaufe it is, at once, that of a 


 foldier and ftatefman. In a word, I confefs to: 
‘ you, that, notwithftanding all his extravagan- 


“ cies, and little tranfports of paffien, I find no 


‘ one fo capable as he is of confoling me under 


“ every uneafinefs.”? I fhall not here expatiate 


upon the praife or blame which is conveyed in thefe — 


words; but candidly confefs, that both the one and 


the other I. may deferve. ‘The part of an honeft, 


man, upon fuch an occafion, is to profit of both, 
that he may daily rectify his heart and his man- 
ners. 


‘ fition, not eafily offended, wonderfully infinu- 
‘¢ ating in.his behaviour, and cautious in his actions: 
‘* he has a good underftanding, is well verfed in 


~ 
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© "The fecond,” purfued Henry, fpeaking of 
the chancellor Sillery, ‘‘ is of a compliant difpo-. 


of having too enterprifing a mind, of prefum- wwn 
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fcience, and the bufinef of his profeffion ; nor 
is he ignorant of others: he fpeaks well, with 
method, and clearnefs: he is not capable of 
forming any black defigns againft others; yet 
he is extremely folicitous to accumulate wealth 
and titles : he is never without news, or perfons 
in his pay, to make difcoveries for him: he is 
not of a humour to hazard, lightly, either his 
perfon or fortune for others. Élis virtues and 
his faults being thus balanced, it is eafy for me 
to ufe the former advantageoufly for myfelf, and 
guard againft i bad confequences of the lat- 
ter 6 


« As to the third,” ? continued the king, fpeak- 


ing of Villeroi, ty he has been long prattifed in 
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‘ bufinefs; is thoroughly acquainted with the tranf- 
actions of his own times: he has, from his ear- 
lieft youth, been employed in ftate affairs more 
than the two others: he obferves great order and’ 
regularity in the execution of his office, and judg- 
ment in diftributing thofe papers which belong 
to his employment: he is generous, and his abi- 
lities appear by his modefty and filence, and his 
reluctance to {peak in public +; yet he is obfti- 
nate, and cannot bear to have his opinions con- 
tradicted, which, he thinks, ought. to ferve for 
good reafons : yet he will temporife a while, and 
wait with patience till the faults of others have 


* This chancellor did the ftate Amelot de La-Howffaye, note r. 


three fignal fervices; by employ- 
ing partof his wealth in retaining 
the Swifs in our ‘alliance ; at the 
peace of Vervins; and in nego- 
tiating the king’s marriage. ‘The 
‘€ chancellor de Sillery was'a man 
“ ofnolearning. Henry IV. ufed 
“ to fay of him, and the confta- 
“€ ble, Henry de Montmorency, 
46 that with his chancellor, who 
«« did not underftand Latin, and 
€ his conftable, who could neither 
‘© read nor write, he could exe- 
‘ cute the moft difficult affairs,” 


3 


on the ro5th letter of cardinal 
D’ Offat. 
+ Of all the places in thefe Me- 
moirs, where M. de Villeroi is 
mentioned, we ought to fix on this 
as the principal one, to "give us a’ 
proper infight into the charaéter of 
that minifter, and chiefly from the 
opinion Henry IV. had of it, 
fingle original account, like this, 
deferves more credit than all uncer- 


_tain reports, or fuch as are diétated 


by prejudice, averfion, or a fpirit 
of party, 


se proved 
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‘* proved him to be in the right, which I have 1609. : 
‘ fometimes found my advantage in.” This dif wy, 
courfe of his majefty was addreffed to perfons | 
of the firft quality, who, although they had pro- 
bably inclination enough to anfwer it, yet conti- 

. nued filent: and the king, fome moments after- 
_wards, perceiving my fecretary, ordered my pa- 
pers to be given him, which he brought back to 

me fealed, as I had defired. MC Sentai di 
Before we leave. thefe general affairs of the fi- 

nances, it is neceflary to fee what there is particular 

on this article for the prefent year. Denis Fey- 
deau and his affociates had got the general farm of 
the aids adjudged to themielves, by offering two 
hundred thoufand livres a year more than the for- 
mer farmers. I forefaw what really happened, that 

Feydeau would not be able to get in his money. 

Accordingly he prefented a petition to his majefty, 

praying to be difcharged of thefe two hundred thou- 

fand livres. I thought thefe farmers fuffered na 
more than what they juftly deferved, fince no un- 
forefeen accident had happened, nor had any ob- | 
ftacle been raifed to their quiet poffeffion; and what 
encreafed my anger was, that the imprudence of 
thefe new-comers had deprived.us of farmers,’ wha 
were able to pay, to fubftitute others in their room 
who were infolvent. However, I prevailed upon 
his majefty to agree to this diminution under the 
title of a grant, without which they would be ex- 
pofed to a bankruptcy, and the additional trouble 
of fetting the aids again to fale. I judged only, 
that it ought not to take place till the 1ft of Janu- 
ary 1610, or, at leaft, till the firft of October this 
year, that his majefty might not lofe, all at once, 
the fum of four hundred thoufand francs. 

I caufed Ferrand, firft ferjeant of the chamber of 
accounts of Paris, to be profecuted. He was depriv- 
ed of all the offices and commiffions he exercifed in 
this court, which his majefty, even before judg- 
ment was given, beftowéd upon La-Font, who 
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has been mentioned in thefe Memoirs: he was al- 


vs ready intendant, and the king, as a farther reward 


for his fidelity, made him a prefent of the furniture 
of the conciérgerie. M. the count of Soiffons, and 
the other officers of the king’s houfhold, prefented 
likewife a petition againft the treafurer Pajot, which 
was ferit to me. Puget, another treafurer of the 
exchequer, having, the year before, by the orders 
of his majefty, given a favourable declaration for 
Placin, formerly his clerk, which the king was gua- 


ranty for, and was depofited in my hands, his ma- 


jefty wrote to me to give this paper to Puget, as 


he himfelf had engaged fhould be done, in cafe 
the fuit, which was between thefe two financiers, 
could not be terminated without it. 

His majefty, after firft afking my advice, ordered 
a brevet to be granted to Mortier Choify, by which 
he was declared releafed from the refidue of his farm 
for fifty thoufand livres; half to be paid immedi- 
ately, and the other half in fix months. He like- 
wife ordered to be delivered to Zamet the acquit- 
tances of the two officers of arrears in Normandy, 
amounting to five thoufand crowns, with the writ- 
ings neceffary for the payment, likewife of the fum 
of forty-nine thoufand nine hundred and odd livres, 
for which he had given an aflignment, the laft year, 
upon the two fols and fix deniers upon each meafure 
of falt for a like fum, which Zamet had advanced. 


him. Henry likewife eave twelve thoufand livres 


to Montigny, fix thoufand to D’Efcures, and two 
thoufand four hundred livres to different penfi- 
onaries in Burgundy, which were delivered to them 
by M. Le-Grand, and paid the prefident Tambon- 
neau his perifion for the laft year. Thefe circum- 
ftances I colleét from letters bis majefty writ to me 
with his own hand. 


J received alfo fome letters from the queen, one: 


of which related to her releafing certain rights 
which had been made over to her, and were charged 
on ands belonging to queen Margaret, to whom 
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they had been granted by brevet. In another fhe 1600. 
defired that I would pay the wife of Conchini twen- LA" 


ty thoufand crowns, which the king, to oblige the 
queen, had given her upon the prefidents eftablifhed 
in the office of finances. Leonora, having fo great 
intereft in the affair, had performed her part fo well, 
that the money, as the queen told me, was ready 
to be paid. 

. The fums, the principal ones at leaft, which I 
carried to the account of Henry’s private expences, 
are, firft, twenty-two thoufand piftoles, which on 
the r8th of January, he fent to tell me that he had 
loft at play ; a hundred thoufand livres at one time, 
and fifty-one thoufand at another, which he loft 
likewife at play to Edouard Fernandes, a Portu- 
guefe. He ordered me to take up this laft fum, 
of fifty-one thoufand livres, upon fixty thoufand 
which was to return to him upon the office of ad- 
vocate-general at Rouen, after the death of Mar- 


ge to whofe children he gave the nine thou- — 


and remaining, in confideration of the good fer- 
vice he had received from their father in this par- 


liament, and he gave the office to Des- Yveteaux *,. 


a relation of the deceafed ; for play a thoufand pif- 
toles more. Henry, at firft, fent only for five 
hundred ; but Béringhen came afterwards for the 
other five hundred. I carried him a thoufand 
* piftoles for play likewife, when I went with the 
chancellor to wait on him at Fontainebleau, where 
he was taking phyfic after the Eafter holy-days : 
my journey thither was occafioned by fome dif- 


patches which Preaux had brought from Jeannin. 


The king, beginning to reflect more ferioufly upon 
the excefs to which he carried his paffion for play, 


became fenfible of the neceffity there was to cor- 
rect it, and often afterwards promifed me that he > 
would moderate it, if he could do no more. He 


 <pntinued to lay out great fums upon buildings, 


# Nicholas Vauquelin Des-Y veteaux, 
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and fent Zamet * from Fontainebleau to infpect © 


y) them, when he could not go himfelf. I find like- 


wife, in my accounts for this year, an acquittance 
from Marcadé for four thoufand feven hundred and 
forty livres, for eleven hundred and fixteen pearls 
which Henry had made a prefent of to Mademoifelle 
de Vendéme, his daughter; another of three thou- 
fand to Mademoifelle Des Effarts; and another of 
three hundred livres to Saubion, her fervant. 
The chancellor and I were direéted to name com- 
miffioners to treat with thofe of the duke of Lorrain, 
about fettling the limits of the country of ‘Meffin, 
which every day gave rife to fome new contefts. I 
fent the comptroller of the fortifications to Calais, 
with a fum of money to repair the damage which 
had been lately done by the fea to the Rifbank. I 
was informed of it by vice admiral De-Vic, who 
could have wifhed that the government had been at 
a more confiderable expence for this town, and who 
formed feveral fchemes, as well for its conveniency 
and fecurity, as to prevent the inundations to which 
this place and the neighbouring parts were expofed. 
‘There never was a more ufeful law made +, than 
that which appeared this year againft the fraudulent 
bankrupts: it decreed, that fach bankrupts fhould 
be punifhed with death, as being robbers of the 
Se that all dons: grants, fales, and af- : 
fignments made by them, ‘to their children, heirs,’ 
friends, and fuppofititious creditors, fhould be an- 
nulled, and thofe that accepted of them pun:fhed as 
their accomplices, if it fhould appear to the judges 


. that all this was done with an intention to defraud’ 


the true creditors. By this regulation’ all perfons ~ 


were forbid, ‘on pain of being profecuted as accom- 


# This rich officer, at that time, 
took the titles of baron of Murat 
and Billy, counfellor of the king in 
all the councils, governor, of Fon- 
tainebleau, and comptroller of. the 
qgueen’s houfhold, He died at Paris 
jn 1614, aged about 66, leaving one 
fon, à camp-marfhal, who was kil, 


led at the fiege of Montpelier ; and 
another, bifhop of Langres: he had 
thofe fons by Magdalen Le-Clerk 
Du-Tremblai, and got them legiti= 
mated, 

+ Merc. Franc. and other hifto- 
rians, Anno 1609. . 
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plices likewife, to give a retreat to thefe bankrupts, 
their fecurities, clerks, or factors ; as alfo to receive 
any of their goods, papers, or effects; or to afford 
them the leaft affiftance : all perfons were permitted 
to detain them without a warrant, and to bring them 
to juftice, notwithftanding any arret and cultom to 
the contrary: and, laftly, the true creditors of the 
bankrupts were forbid to make any agreements or 
contracts with them, or any perfons acting for them, 
upon pain of lofing their debts, and even of having 
a criminal profecution commenced againft them. 
An act'on at law was the only way left open to them. 
This appeared to me to be almoft all that could be 
done to fecure the public trade and tranquillity, both 
equally interefted in an abufe which was now become 
very common, | 

This edict was followed by another againft duels, 
which I had long earneftly folicited for. An ex- 
traordinary council being affembled for this purpofe 
in the firft gallery at Fontainebleau, his majefty, 
_ who. was refolved to examine into this matter tho- 
roughly, defired to know the origin of the different 
_ forms and cuftoms ufed in duelling. His counfellors 
gave him no caufe to compliment them upon their 
erudition: all remained filent, and myfelf, as well 
as the others; but with fuch expreffion in my looks, 
as made the king eafily perceive that I only wanted 
his command-to fpeak. His majefty then turned 
towards me, and faid, ‘ Grand mafter, by your 
<< looks, I guefs, you know more than you pretend 


‘© to know; Fentreat; nay, I command you to tell’ 


‘ us your thoughts,” I ftill refufed through refpect ; 
but being again preft to declare my fentiments, I 
made a fpeech, which I fhall not repeat here, fince 


it contained nothing more than what I formerly faid 


in thefe Memoirs, when I treated that fubje&. I 
took care to fend the edict againft duels * imme- 


* This edi&, which obliges thofe nants, for reparation, infliés very 
who have been offended in point fevere penalties; infamy,. lofs of 
of honour to.haye recourfe to the nobility, andeven death, P. Mate 
marfhals of France, or their lieute- thieu, vol, II, book iv, 
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diately into my government, and to have it ob- 


om ferved there with the utmoft ftriétnefs. 


To this account of the affairs of the government, 
it will not be improper to add fome intrigues of the 
court. Upon the advices I have mentioned of cer- 
tain factions in feveral provinces, the king refolved 
to. fend thither fome perfon in his name, and N----- 
was the man he pitched upon for this purpofe, one 
who will neither be pleated nor offended at feeing 
himfelf mentioned here. I could not approve of 
this choice, knowing that the hatred he bore to fe- 
veral perfons there, would induce hit to lay crimes 
to their charge they never had the leaft intentions of 
committing, I, therefore, told his majefty, that, 
if N------ was the perfon employed by him, I would 
fend no one thither from myfelf, becaufe I did not 
chufe to act with fuch an aflociate. N-----, difap- 
pointed of this employment, refolved to revenge 
himfelf on me by every method he could think of, 
and offered thofé courtiers, whom he knew to be 
my enemies, to ferve them as the inftrument of all 
their defigns again{t me. 

Accordingly he went one day to the marquis de 
Coeuvres, and after obliging him to fecrefy, it be- 
ing, he faid, his zeal only which induced him to 
make the difcovery, he affirmed, that I was gone 


to the parliament under pretence of having fome bu- 


finefs there; but, in reality, to withdraw from the 


regifter’s office the letters of legitimation of M. de 
Vendome, which had been carried thither to be 


repiftred in parliament. De Coeuvres went imme- 


diately to make this report to the perfon whom it moft 


concerned, and M. de Vendome went alfo as haftily 


to complain of it to the king. His majefty afked 


him the name of the perfon who had given him this 
information; but‘M. de Vendome, ‘without difco- 
vering the impoftor, anfwered for the truth of his 
report in fuch a manner, that the king could no 
ionger doubt of it; and when he faw me the next 
morning, afked me > What bufinefs ] had at the par- 
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liament. I replied (which was true) << That I had 1609- 
€ gone thither to take copies of fome papers in the wy 


*¢ regifters for which I had occafion.” ‘* Was ic for 
<¢ any thing that concerned my fon de Vendome ?” 
returned Henry. ‘* No, Sire,” faid I; and, fur- 
prifed at the manner in which he fpoke to me, “why 
*¢ fhould you think M. de Vendome was concerned 
init?” ‘I know why,” replied this prince 
coldly. Two or three other words, equally myfte- 
rious, which efcaped his majefty, gave me to un- 
derftand, that he had fome fufpicion in his mind. I 
- entreated him to tell me what it was, which he did; 
and I foon convinced him that calumny had here 
played its ufual part. : 

‘That fame day, in the afternoon, the king being 
at the houfe of the countefs of Moret, a little boy 
came there with a packet, which he delivered to the 
firft footman he met. Madame de Moret, to whom 
it was brought, found a billet, in which the fame 
informations were given her, concerning her chil- 
’ dren, as De Coeuvres had received: with regard to 
M. de Vendome. She began to weep, and the king 
defiring to know the reafon, fhe gave him the billet 
to read. Henry afked for the boy who had brought 


it; but‘he was not to be found. ‘ Madam,” faid : 


he to the countefs, with a thoughtful and gloomy 
air, *‘ there is fome malice here on one fide or the 
other.” He then endeavoured to make fome dif- 
coveries concerning the author of thefe ftories. The 
boy was foon found out; and, by what he faid, the 
king gueffed that N------ was the perfon: for hav- 
ing in vain defired De Coeuvres to name him, he 
named ‘him himfelf,; and De Coeuvres, in his fur- 
prife, could not deny he was the man. However, 
he gave immediate notice to N----- - of what had 


happened. N------ , who faw that this affair was 


likely to become very ferious, went to Villeroi, and, 
throwing himfelf at his feet, entreated him to fup- 
port him againft the effects of my refentment. Vil- 


croi, who thought there might be fome danger in 


defend- 
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1609. defending him, at leaft if he did it openly, would 
y not make him any promife; but contented himfelf 
“with hazarding, when any opportunity offered, a 
few favourable words for N------ » which his majefty 
received with fuch an air, as made him repent of his 
complaifance for that impoftor. 
Henry had juft then difcovered two other inftances 
of this man’s malignant difpofition, which fhewed 
that he was capable of failing in refpect to majefty 
itfelf: one was, that he had had the imprudence to 
propagate publicly a feigned tale of an amour be- 

tween Henry and a certain girl, whom he named, 
and the malice to inform the queen of it; and the 
other, that he had encouraged father Gonthier, a 
is to continue his outrageous manner of preach- 
ng, which had already Die fome noife, by affur- 

ae ‘him, that one of his fermons, which he quoted, 
and which was’ one of the moft furious, had been 
generally admired and praifed by the lords of the 
court, naming, in particular, the marfhals de Briffac 
and D’ Ornano *. This lie was unfortunate enough 
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* “Father Gonthier, a jefuit, 
in the prefence of the king, who 
: attended his fermons in St, Ger- 
*¢ vafe’s:church, on Friday, Chrift- 
mas. day, Saturday, and Sunday, 
_made continual declamations a- 
gainft the huguenots, whom he 
feveral times called wermin, fcoun- 
drels °? and fpeaking of the new 
articles of their confeffion, in which 
they call the Pope antichrift; If, 
“it is true, Sire, fays he, that the 
Pope i is antichritt; on what foot 
ing flands your marriage ? Where 
** is the difpenfation for it ? What 
will become of M, the Dauphin ?”” 


All the fermons of thofe times 
are filled with expreffions, whofe 
boldnefs and fingularity, not to call 
them by a worfe name, would: be 
extremely fhocking to us at prefent. 
The heretics were outrageous in 
their fatyrs, and too often the 
preachers, in their fermons, launch- 
éd out into the moft extravagant 
-declamations, A cotemporary hi- 
ftorian, Peter Matthieu, book iii. 
neverthelefs, gives this teftimony, 
“of the jefuits: “ That there was 
‘ more regularity, modefty, gra- 
‘ vity, and moderation, in their, : 
= fermons, ‘than in many others.” 


ee 


Marfhal D'Ornano faid one day to 


the ‘king; ‘If any jefuit had dared. 


to preach before me at Bour- 

à TAUX as father Gonthier did in 

‘ your majefty’s prefence, I would 

** have ordered him to be thrown 

‘* into the river the moment he 

<< came out of the pulpit... Mem, 
Hiftoire de France, anno. 1609, 


Sauval alfo fpeaxing of father Gon- 
thier’s preaching, greatly commends. 
his eloquence and apoftolic zeal. 

He relates, that Henry IV. being 
one day at the fame church of; St. 
Gervafe, when father Gonthier Was. 
preaching; that preacher, jauftly 
fcandalized at the irreverence with 
which he faw the marchionéfs of, 


for 
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for ee ; for thefe two gentlemen being prefent 1609. 


at the AR the king gave father Gonthier, 
they likewife fpoke to thé father, and charged with 
infolence and falfhood, the perfon who had dared to. 
fay, they had approved of a difcourfe fo full of im- , 
pertinence. * All this fo irritated Henry againft the 
impoftor, that when I went the next day to defire 
he would do me juftice, ‘I have difcovered the 
© whole myftery, faid he to me ; it is the malicious 
‘¢ wit Of N------ that has invented all thefe ftories ; 
“© but, for your fake, I banifh him from the court: 5 
and the order ‘was ‘accordingly fignified to him. 
This affair was much talked of, as may be well 
imagined: I confefs I was ten ‘whole days in per- 
plexity and uneafinefs about it. ~ 

This, however, was a trifle compared with the 
confufion ‘which’ the prince of Condé occafioned. 
The marriage of this prince, with Mademoifelle de 
Montmorency, was fo far from ftifling the reports 
at court of an intrigue between Henry and the prin- 
cel,” that it‘did but the more encreafe them, as I 
had always apprehended it would. Two thoufand 
crowns given by his majefty for wedding éloaths for 
the young lady; jewels to the value of eighteen 
thoufand “livres, purchafed for her, by Madame 
D’Angouléme, of Meffier a jeweller, who lived up- 
on the bridge Au- Change, and ‘whofe receipt, of 
the 29th of May, was publicly known ; a great 
number of other prefents ‘and gratuities in money, 
given to the prince of Condé on account of. this 
marriage, were confidered as fo many proofs of the 
; cortefpondence between the king and princefs, al- 


Verneuil, and other ladies of her of fending the preacher to the ba- 
panpehys talk, laugh, and endea-  ftile, as all ‘thofé ladies begged of 
our to make ‘his ‘majefty laugh, him to do, went again the next day 
turned towards that prince, and to hear him preach; and that meet- 
faid to him’;’** Sire, will you never ing with him as he was going into 
** Jeave of coming, accompanied the pulpit, he told him he was ob- 
** by a feraglio, to hearthe word liged to him for his correétion ; and 
** of God, and of giving fo unedi- that he had nothing to fear: but 
‘* fying an example inithis holy only defired he would not reprove 
* place?” That the king, inftead him again in public, 
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1600.. though, to fpeak candidly, there was nothing in all 
wey this which might not be juftified. But as | would 


avoid, likewife, falling into the other extreme with 
the flatterers of this prince, who affected to main- 
tain in public, that he had not the leaft regard for 
the young princefs, I continue firm in my firft fen- 
timents. This, indeed, was a medium between 
both, which very few perfons kept, The queen 
and the prince of Condé, who were moft concerned 
in the affair, being enflamed with rage at all thefe : 


“reports continually whifpered in their ears, foon put 


the whole court into anuproar. All my endeavours 
to calm the queen were fruitlefs: fhe was quite fu- 
rious, and the prince, who did not reftrain himfelf 
from fhewing his difcontent publicly, meditated 
from that moment the imprudent ftep which he took 
fome time afterwards. ts 
Henry received the firft notice of his defign, ina 
billet which was fent him to Fontainebleau, whither 
he went to pafs the Eafter holy-days, and he dif- 
patched it immediately to me at Paris. This was 
the purport of the billet: That the prince, accom- 


~ panied by his phyfician, had left Fontainebleau the 


day after Eafter, and came to lodge at Paris in the 
houfe of.a Spanifh penfionary; that all the night 
had been pafied in deliberating, with great agitation 
on the prince’s fide, whether he fhould not make his 
retreat inftantly to Spain, which his hoft had pre- 
vented him from doing, by making him fenfible of 
the fatal confequences that would attend fuch an ac- 
tion ; that the next morning a purfe of one thoufand 
doublooris was brought to the prince, who {till lay 
concealed at that houfe, with an affurance that the 
remainder, which was apparently folicited for by his 
phyfician, fhould be fent him ina little time. This 
man has been accufed of managing the whole affair, 
becaufe he had already laboured to get the marriage 
broken off, and make up a match between the prince 
and Mademoifelle de Maienne. He was likewifes it 
was faid, connected with another phyfician, a Ge- 
nozfe, 
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_noefe, who had been with Don John, and fix weeks. 1609. ? 
before was gone to the count Spinola, at the Hague, wvV 


from whence he was to go to England. This billet 
agreed with another, which had been fent to Bering- 
hen, already mentioned, where it was faid, that the 
prince of Condé had obtained letters from the king 
of England to the States of Holland. 
All thefe informations, which Henry was entreat- 
ed by the authors to keep very fecret, could not 
make him believe the prince was capable of com- 
mitting fo great an error. His majefty came to 
- Paris at the beginning of May, and, after a fhort 
 flay, returned to Fontainebleau, whither M: the 
prince followed him. It is certain, that his beha- 
viour, and his difcourfe in public, gave room to 
believe that he only went to brave his majefty. My 
friend, faid Henry in a letter to me, dated June the 
rath, M. the prince is here; but he acts like a man 
‘ poffeffed : you will be angry and afhamed at the 
things he fays of me: I fhall lofe all patience with 
him at laft, and I am refolved to talk to him with 
“6 feverity.” The king, to punifh him, ordered me 
not to pay him the April quarter of his penfion, and 
and to give refufals to his pourveyor and all his cre- 
ditors, who, knowing the gratuities which his ma- 
jefty had beftowed upon this prince on occafion of 
his marriage, addreffed themfelves to me as to the 
difpenfer of them. ‘* If this does not keep him 
“ within bounds, faid his majefty, we muft think 
‘ of fome other method; for he fays the moft in- 
<< jurious things of me. We will confider together 
“ what is to be done, when you come hither *.” 


* The Memoirs for the Hiftory 
of France {peak of this in the fol- 
lowing manner: ‘The king be- 
‘€ ing defperately in love with the 
“* princefs of Condé, fet every body 
‘ at work, even her hufband’s 
** mother.” The prince complain- 
ed of this, and defired leave of his 
majefty to retire with his wife, to 
one of his country houfes, The 


king refufed his requeft in a rude 
manner, and went fo far as to af- 
front and threaten him. It is faid, 
the prince made a haughty reply, 
and made ufe of the word tyranny 5 
that the king, laying hold of that 
word, faid, ‘I never in my life 
** was guilty of an aét of tyranny, 
‘ but when I caufed you to be re- 
** ceived for what you were not. 
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Monfieur the prince fixed upon me to impart his 
érievances to: but in what quality is not eafy for me 
to declare; fince, if I may flatter myfelf that my 
advice was not indifferent to him, yet, on the other 
hand, I may have reafon to fufpect, that, in thofe 
affurances of refpect and attachment with which, to 
a perfon of his rank, one would foften the freedom 
of difapproving his ‘conduét, he -fought for a pre- 
tence to advance afterwards with fome appearance of 
PM € that I did not oppofe his defign of 

It is this which obliges me 
to give an account of the converfation I had with 
this prince at my houfe, whither he came on Wed- 
nefday afternoon, when he knew T was not gone to 
the council. | 

He entered my clofet, bearing in his countenance 
all the marks of the difturbance of his mind. - I was 
not furprifed that, without any other prelude, he be- 
gan to talk to me of the reafons he had to complain 
of the king. In my anfwer, I reminded him of the 
many obligations his family in general owed to the 
King ; and added, that himfelf in particular bad 
received favours from his majefty, which not only 


deferved that he fhould facrifice to them a little re- | 


fentment, conceived upon a mere fufpicion and an 
imaginary wrong, but alfo a juft difcontent. The 
prince, who could not relifh my arguments, enter- 
tained me with I know not how many defigns, he 
fuppofed, Henry had formed againft him, all which 
I attributed to the inquietude of his mind, and to 
fufpicions carried too far: and thefe I thought to 
diffipate, by reprefenting to him, in fuch a manner 
as left him no room to doubt of my fincerity, that 
his majefty was fo far from having a defign to pro- 


The prince was in a paffion with as fhe would to her footman, ban- 


his mother for fuffering herfelf to 
be employed as an inftrument to 
corrupt the chaftity of his wife. It 
was faid, that the marchionefs of 
Verneuil, who commonly fpoke to 
the king not as to her mafter, but 


tering on this fubje@, faid to hims 
‘ Are not you a fad wretch, wha 
‘ want to lie with your fon’s wife > 
‘ for you know you have told me 
* he is your fon??? 
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céed to any extremities with him, that he would 1609. 
reflect that he was his near kinfman, only to add to y 


that natural fweetnefs with which he treated every 
body, a patticular friendfhip and diftinguifhing re- 
fpect ‘for him. And I remember, that inftead of 
allowing, through complaifance for the prince, that 
Henry was capable of oppreffing an innocent perfon, 
words which were indeed often repeatéd to me, I told 
him plainly, that it was commonly thofe who weré 
moft œuilty that abufed the word innocence, not- 
withftanding which they could not avoid meeting 
with the punifhment they merited, | 

M. the prince, who, after fo free a fpeech, ought 
to have been upon his guard againft me, did not 
_fcruple to déclaré that he was refolved to leave 
France. Thefé imprudent words appeared to me as 
the effects only of an inconfiderate rage ; and, if I 
-oppofed him with firmnefs, it was beçaufe I thought, 
. that, oh thefe occafions, firmnefs ought to accom- 
pany the advice which is given. I told him, that 
T could not believe he was capable of betraying, in 


: P . Le . . D. food 
fuch a manner, his king, his country, his honour, 


and his duty; that the kingdom, and even the COUT ts « 


was the only fit refidence for princes of the blood; 
that every where elfe their grandeur fullied their re- 
-putation; that it was even imputed to them asa 
crime to remain too long in any other place, with- 
out having obtained his majefty’s permiffion for it. 
The prince replying that fuch a RH fuited néi- 
ther with his birth nor rank, I anfwered, that the 
laws of the ftate obliged the children and brothers 
of the king to as great, or, perhaps, greater ftrict- 
nefs of conduct, than the meaneft of his fubjects : 
and this I proved to him by examples drawn from 
the Hiftory of Lewis XI. the late duke of Anjou, 
and of Henry himfelf. It was not in this manner 
that the prince wifhed to hear me fpeak. I per- 
ceived that his intention was now, by giving a new 
turn tohis words, to convince me that I had brought 
_ him over to my opinion; but, from fo sari A 
: . alte- 


“8 


368 MEMOIRS BookxXXVf ! 
1609. alteration, I drew the moft certain proof, that he 
LWv had really taken that very refolution which his laft. 
words would have perfuaded me he had abfolutely 
given up. Heats : 
I had fo little doubt: of it; that when I was in« 
formed the prince, after he quitted me, appeared to 
be wholly calmed; that he had even complained to 
the queen of the report that was fpread of his having. 
a defign to quit the court, and affured this princefs 
that he had not the leaft intention to do fo, adding 
: thefe words, ‘I am very well contented with his 
 majefty ;” and {poke in the fame manner almoft 
publicly ; I would not defer a moment waiting on 
the king, whom I affured, after faithfully relating 
all that had pañled between the prince and mytelf, 
that he would not be in France eight days longer. 
Henry was ready to treat me as a madman, there 
was fo little appearance, he faid, that he could live 
in a foreign country like a prince, without the af- 
fiftance he received from him; fince it was impof- 
fible he fhould be able to carry away any of his effects 
fo privately, but that he might be eafily prevented. 
To thefe reafons his majefty added what the prince 
had juft faid to the queen. All that you tell me, 
Sire, replied I, cannot make me alter my opinion ; 
but rather confirms me in it the more: you may be 
angry with me, and accufe me of obftinacy ; but 
time and the event will fhew you that I am not mif- 
taken. I fee feveral perfons, purfued I, who are in 
the fecret, and who deceive you, although they are 
more obliged to you than the prince: but thisought 
not to feem furprifing, fince you help to deceive 
yourfelf. ‘ You do not name any perfon,” faid 
his majefty, fuppofing that it was the queen’s do- 
meftics of whom I fpoke, but I know whom you 
‘ mean.” ‘This was not very difficult to difcover. 
There were more, befide the king and 1, who faw 
that the cabal played a ftrange part here ; for they. 
not only fpread a thoufand falfe ftories about the 
king and the princefs of Condé through the court, 
affirming 
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_affrming them to be abfolutely true, which was in- 1609. 


deed the effect of their ordinary malice ; but tothefe Sy 


they added that deteftable artifice, not eafy to be 
defcribed, by which they made thefe falfhoods ferve 
to render the king in the higheft degree hateful to 
the queen, and forced this princefs to abandon her- 
felf entirely to their conduct : hence proceeded thofe 
plots to which, without her knowledge, they dared 
to give the authority of her name; hence the mo- 
tives of a thoufand new inftances, not to defer the 
ceremony of the coronation any longer. 

There was but an interval of four days between 
the converfation I had with the king, on the fubjeét 
of the prince of Condé, and the flight of that prince. 
On the 29th of Auguft *, at eleven o’clock at night, 
Praflin entered my chamber juft as I was going to 
bed; he told me, that the king wanted me, and 
that I muft attend him immediately. ‘ What can 
‘€ the king mean, coufin?” faid I, in the firft emo- 
tions of my anger, and without giving him time to 

explain himfelf, ‘* pardiew, he torments me to death : 


_ * The laft of November, not “ whilft I goto learn more parti- 
the 2oth of Auguft, as thefe Me- “ cular news, Every body gave 


moirs erroneoufly fay, ‘The prince, 
“€ fays marechal de Baffompierre, 
€ left the court and went to Muret, 
“© which he quitted, accompanied 
** by Rochefort and Touray, a va- 
€ Jet de chambre, who carried the 
_ © princefs his wife behind him on 
“€ horfeback, Mademoifelle Du- 
“ Certeau, and a chamber-maid 
** called Philipette, and went to 
“* Landrecy. The king was at 
«¢ play in his little clofet when firft 
‘“ D’Elbene, and afterwards ‘the 
“ chevalier Du-Guet, brought him 
© the news of it. I was neareft 
“to him. He faid to me, ina 
** whifper, My friend Baffompierre, 
** I am undone: this man has car- 
‘€ ried his wife into a wood, I do 
< not know whether with defign 
“to kill her, or to carry her out 
** of France: take care of my mo- 
** ney, and go on with the game, 
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‘ over play, and I took an oppor- 
‘€ tunity of returning the king his 
‘€ money, which he had left on the 
‘€ table. I went tohim, and ne- 
‘€ ver in my life faw any one fo 
‘€ diftraéted, or in fo violent a paf- 
* fion.’  Baffompierre afterwards 
relates what paft in the queen’s 
chamber, and the advice M. de 
Sully gave the king, in the fame 
manner thefe Memoirs do. Hen- 
ry IV. gave fucli violent figns of 
grief and defpair on the princefs of 
Condé’s. being thus carried away, 
that fome ill-informed writers,fuch 
as the author of I’Hiftoire de la 
Mere & du Fils, have . advanced, 
that the war he was going to enter 
upon in Flanders, when he was af. 
fafinated, was partly intended to 
oblige the archduke to deliver up 
that princefs to him. See alfo Me- 
zerai and other hiftorians. 
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i cannot live; I cannot fleep. | I muft,” purfued 


I, with great impatience, fuppofing this fummons 


was upon an account which, for very good reafons, 


ep 


ee 
ce 


might difpenfe with myfelf from obeying, “1 
mutt rife at three o’clock to-morrow morning to 
read letters and accounts, which I have received, 
and mutt be anfwered immediately: I muft make 
a memorandum of all that I am to.do to-mor- 
row, of what is to be tranfacted by the council, 
of what I am to fay to the king, what directions 
I am to give my clerks, my fecretaries, and all 
thofe who have any offices under me: I cannot 
get all this done before eight o’clock in the motn- 


ing, at. which hour I go to the council; judge 


then whether I have any time to lofe, and if I can 
go now to the Louvre, from whence I know it 
will be impoffible for me to return till two or 
three hours after midnight: I fhall have no leifure 
for employing myfelf in my clofet; for the whole 
day will be taken up in giving audience, and in 
conferences with the clerks of accounts and other 
officers, who have bufinefs with me.” .‘¢ I know 
all this, faid Praflin, nor is the king ignorant of 
it; for he faid aloud, before all the company, 
that I fhould make you angry by coming for you 
at fuch an unfeafonable hour, and at the only 
time when you have leifure to take any reft to re- 
lieve both your body and mind: but there is no 
help for it, monfieur, you muft come: this is an 
affair that concerns him nearly, and he is per- 
fuaded, that, if there is any remedy for the evil, 
it is you only who can difcover it. The man you 
know of,-is fled, as, the king faid, you fore- 
told; and, what is worfe, has taken the lady along 
with him.” ‘ Oh, replied I, is this the bufinefs 
then for which he has fent for me; truly there 
will be a little anger on his fide: for, I doubt, 
we fhall not agree in our opinions.” ‘* I know, 
added I, that Mars and Venus are often in very 
good intelligence; yet, if we would have good 
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“ Jatter muft fometimes yield to him ; and this pof- 
“€ fibly may furnifh us with fome good reafon for 
‘ haftening our bufinefs : therefore let us go, cou- 
‘€ fin; I am ready.” pre 

When I came to the Louvre, I found the king 
in the queen’s chamber, walking backwards and 
forwards, with ‘his head reclined, and his hands 
folded behind his back : with the queen were prefent 
meflieurs de Sillery, de Villeroi, de Gévres, de La- 
Force, La-Varenne, and fome others, leaning a- 
gainft the hangings, and at fuch a diftance from 
each other, that they could not converfe but aloud. 
<¢ Well,” faid Henry, taking my hand as foon as 
I entered, ‘* our man is gone, and has carried all 
‘< with him: what fay you to this?” <I fay, Sire, 
‘ replied I, that I am not furprifed to hear it; and, 
<¢ after what he faid to me at the Arfenal, I expected 
this fight, which you might have prevented if 
« you would have believed me.” ‘* I knew you 
“ would fay this, replied the king; but we muft 
« not fpeak of things that are paft; let us think 
‘ only of the future, and let us confider what is to 
<< be done now: give me your advice; for I have 
‘© yet applied to no other perfon.” “ Sire, returned 
_ & T, Tam not yet fufficiently well informed of all 
. “ the circumftances relating to this affair, and have 
se not reflected as much upon it as is neceflary I 
\ * fhould: Ientreat you to let me fleep upon it, and 
“€ to-morrow I will attend you, and will endeavour 
“ to give you the beft advice I can: but, if you 
“ prefs me now, I fhall fay nothing to the purpofe; 
‘ for my judgement is not very clear at prefent.” 
‘<< No, interrupted his majefty, this is not true; I 


ya 


‘ know you too well: tell me your thoughts im- ~ 


<< mediately.” € It is impoffible, Sire, faid I; and, 
‘ if you perfift in preffing me fo earneftly, I repeat 
. © it again, I fhall fay nothing to the purpofe:. I 
*¢ -befeech you excufe me till to-morrow.”  “ In 
‘ deed I will not, faid Henry; you muft fpeak 
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‘¢ how: therefore tell me what I fhould do.” ‘*No- 
‘¢ thing atall, Sire,” I replied; for I was obliged 
to fpeak. ‘* How! nothing? exclaimed he; this 
ES DOC ACWICES à ts Pardon He ines refumed I, 
‘© it is, and the beft that you can follow: there are 


# maladies which require time rather than remedies, 


<< and I believe this to be of fuch a nature.” ‘* This 
“ declamation is unfeafonable,” faid Henry with 
the fame impatience; ‘* I muft have reafons. Are 
“ thefe yours?” ‘* I have no good ones, Sire, an- 
< fwered I, if thefe are contrary to your inclina- 
“ tions. In my opinion, however, the affair does 
not admit of much doubt about what fhould be 
“ done: it is neceffary to wait for further particu- 
‘ lars, before any thing is undertaken, that you 
‘ may fix upon the belt expedients, and till then, 
«¢ T think, it ought to be talked of as little as pof- 
‘© fible; nor fhould it appear of any confequence to 
“ you, or capable of giving you the leaft uneafi- 
a ane 

I fupported this opinion by a reflection which 
feemed to me abfolutely juft; and this was, that the 
good or bad reception which the Spaniards would 
give the prince, depended upon the impreffion his 
flight made upon the king; fo that it was not im- 
poffible but that they would receive the prince with 
contempt, to fpare the expences they would other- 
ways be obliged to, efpecially if we could make 
them entertain a fufpicion that this flight of the 
prince of Condé’s was a thing concerted between his ’ 
majefty and him. “ What,” faid the king, fhak- 
ing his head, ‘would you that ¥ fhould “fuffer a 
“petty prince, my neighbour, to give a retreat 
contrary to my inclinations to the Art prince of. 
‘ my blood, without fhewing any refentment of it? 
«¢ This is a fine advice indeed! I fhall not follow 
it; Praflin fhall fet out *, in a few days, to fig- 


* © Praflin aétually went; but nations on any occafion what- 
** the archdu'e made anfwer, that - “ ever; and that he would, on no 
# he had never violated the law of ‘ confideration, begin in the cafe 
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°nify my intentions.” < I'told you, Sire, faid I, 
‘€ that, not having confidered this affair, I fhould 
fay nothing to your fatisfaétion. Another thought 
has juft occurred, which will not be of any pre- 
judice to what you propofe to do; but I cannot 
tell it you till two days hence: however, I am 
fure you will be better fatisfied with it than my 
firft propofal.” His majefty confented to this de- 
lay, and, embracing me, faid, ‘Return home and 
‘ 90 to bed ; fleep till eight o’clock : for I had ra- 
ther the council fhould not be held to-morrow, 
‘ and my ordinary affairs be poftponed one day, 
“ than your health fhould fuffer the fmalleft preju- 
dice:" "200 Rie 

I was not deceived in my conjecture, that the 
other propofal I had to make to his majefty, con- 
cerning the prince’s retreat into Flanders, would 
pleafe him better than the former. * He came to the 
Arfenal three days afterwards to knowit. We con- 
tinued fhut up an hour in my clofet; but it is not 
proper to reveal what paft there on the fubjeét. The 
king, at parting, faid aloud, ‘ Adieu, my friend; 
‘¢ {tay at home and finifh my bufinefs: but, above 
<¢ all, labour for the fuccefs of the propofal you 
«< have made me; for I approve of it much more 
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. © of the firft prince of the blood- 
“€ royal of France : and foon after 
§* fent the prince a-fum of money, 
“ and an efcort to condué& him to 
€ Bruffels.”?.. Mem. pour l'Hif- 
toire de France, anno 1699. 

The Marechal de Baffompierre in 
his Memoirs fays, the archduke was 
fo much ftaggered with M, de Pra- 
flin’s declaration, that he fent to 
defire the prince would only pafs 
through his dominions, without 
making any fiayin them, though 
he had before promifed to receive 
him ; but that afterwards he again 
changed his refolution, by the ad- 
vice of, the marquis Spinola, and 
sreated the prince with the higheft 
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honours, - Baflompierre’s Memoirs, 
Vol. I. p. 28. 

Father Daniel in his Eiftory of 
France, in gto, Vol. X. p. 437, 
has thrown new lights on this in- 
cident, from the letters in the li- 
brary of the Abbé d'Eftrées, by 
which it appears, that Henry IV. 
fecretly fent the marquis de Cœu- 
vres to Bruffels to endeavour to 
carry off the princefs of Condé, and 
that the attempt mifcarried only by 
the king having difcovered this de+ 
fign to the queen, who immediate- 
ly difpatched a courier to inform 
the marquis Spinola of it ; on which 
the princefs of Condé was removed 
into an apartment in the archduke’g 
palace. 
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than the advice you gave mein my wife’s at 


‘¢ ber at the Louvre.” 


The prince of Condé, thinking it neceflary to ju- 
ftify his late action, fent a letter * fome days after- 
wards to the king. He hkewife fent another, at 
the fame time, to M. de Thou, much fuller and 
more circumftantial, in which, among other things, 
he infinuated, that I was the caufe of his leaving 


France. 


‘€ He ought to accufe his own malice, 


‘ and that of many other perfons who advifed him 


‘ to it, faid the king, and not you. 


I defire you 


‘€ will write to him, and give him a fair reprefen- 


# tation of all that has pafied ; 


_and that you will 


‘€ tell him, with the refpect due to his quality, not 
‘ to his perfon, the plain truth, and the:mifery he 
¢ will intallibly expoic! panies! to, if he does not 


M.“ The prince wrote to the 
king, that it was with the utmoft 
** regret, and in order to preferve 
his life and honour only, that he 
had retired from the court, and 
not with any intention ever to 
be otherwife than his majefty’s 
humble relation, faithful fubjeét, 
and fervant. He adds, I will 
€* never engage in any thing con- 
** trary to your majefty’s fervice, 
“* unlefs I am compelled toit ; and 
** beg you will not take it amifs, 
* if I refufe to fee, or receive, any 
letters which fhall be wrote to 
€ me frém court, by any one what- 
ever, except thole your majefty 
““ may be pleafed to honour me 
“with. Mem. for the Hift: of 
France, anno 1610. Siri, who gives 
a very minute account of this re- 
treat of the prince of Condé, in the 
Mem, recond. Voi. II. p. 82, & feq. 
adds many other particulars to thofe 
here mentioned; but the greateft 
part of them, in my opinion, de- 
ferve little credit; ‘as where he 
rafhly afferts, on the foundation of 
popular report, that the only mo- 
tive that induced Henry IV. ‘to un- 
dertake the war againft the Spa- 
niards, was to oblige them to fend 
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back the café of £ Condé and 
that finding them, in fpite of his 
menaces, perfift in refufing fo to 
do, he repented of having pufhed 
matters fo far, He adds a refec- 
tion on the honour of that princefs, 
as if fhe had been a party concern- 
ed in this defign againft her huf- 
band, whom the difliked on ac- 
eount of a natural or acquired in- 
firmity, which would. have been 
fufficient to annul their marriage : 
that fhe was extremely defirous to 
return to France: that, during her 
refidence at Brufiels, the continued 
to receive letters of gallantry from 
Henry IV. that the prince of Condé 
was fo well acquainted with her 
difpofition in regard: to him, that 
he could not conceal his refentment 
at it; and that, on his return, he 
talked publicly of obtaining a di- 
vôrce from her. The greateft truth 
Siri fpeaks on this fubjeét, is, that 
the king obftinately rejeéted all the > 
rational advice given him on this 
occafion by'the nuncio, fome of his 
counfellors, and particularly ‘the 
duke-of Sully, whom he alfo com- 
mends for his refolute and free 
manner of fpeaking and writing to 
the prince of Condé, 
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“ return to his duty.” ‘ I will go home then, 1609. 
‘ Sire, faid I (for we were then at the conftable’s Cy 


‘¢ houfe) and draw up the heads of my letter, and © 


‘ will bring it to you.” ‘ No, no, replied his 
* majefty, you muft write here; I will make them 
«¢ bring you ink and paper.” ‘* But, Sire, refumed 
‘ J, this letter is of confequence: it is neceffary I 
‘© fhould reflect well upon it, and examine it at- 
“¢ tentively before I fend it; for, if I write what 
<¢ will fatisfy you, I muft alfo confider what fuits 
‘ with the prince’s quality and my own, that no 
‘ perfon, either in France or elfewhere, nor him- 
‘ felf, who you fee feeks for occafions to accufe 
‘ and blame me, may find any thing there to au- 
‘€ thorife him. I am not prepared to write fo fud- 
‘“ denly.” Notwithftanding all I could alledge in 
my excufe, I was obliged to write this letter inftant- 
ly in his majefty’s prefence ; and at one end of the 
table, near which we were fitting. This letter, tho’ 
writ fo haftily, was approved of by the king; and 
here follow the contents. | | 
__ 1 began with complaining to the prince, that, 
having believed he had refpect enough for me nat to 
make me a vifit with any other intention than to afk 
my advice, yet he gave me occafion now to fufpeét 
that vifit was only to draw me into the commiffion 
of fome error or imprudence. As to the reft, he 
knew better than any one elfe how much in vain he 
had Jaid that fnare for me; and here I related, lefS 
for him than the public, all that had paffed in the 
_converfation we had together at the Arfenal,: which 
_the reader has already feen. After this I owned to 
him, without any. difguife, that having, notwith- 
fanding all his art, penetrated into his defign, I had 
. informed the king of it, who might have prevented 
-him from executing it, if he had believed me, or 
. been lefs good and indulgent. 1 made no apologies 
to the prince for the advice I had given to his ma- 
jefty againft him, fince it was for the good of the 
-ftate, for the king’s advantage, and for his own, 
|  Bb4 however 
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however little he might attend to it. I laid before 
his eyes the confequences of the imprudent ftep he 
had taken: I afked him, what he had to expect from 
the archdukes and the Spaniards, who, confidering 
him as a ufelefs burden upon them, would infult him 
by. the'r haughty and infolent behaviour, and fecret- 
ly applaud themfelves for it? I conjured him to 
refieét on what he owed to the confideraton of his 
honour, his virtue, his birth, and duty; and ex- 
horted him to implore the king’s pardon as foon as 
pofiible. To thefe entreaties, I added offers of fer- 
vice, which would prove to him my zeal for his in- 
tereft, and attachment to his perfon. > | 

It will be eafily granted, that fuch a letter was 
very extraordinary from a man who, in the fuppo- 
fition of having connived at his flight, might have 
been ftruck dumb with a fingle word in anfwer from 
one of fo high a rank as firft prince of the blood, 
Yet I went farther: I told the prince, that the ci- 
vilities, praifes, and acknowledgments, with which 
he had loaded me at the Arfenal, were, to my great 


regret, but ill repaid by the neceffity his letter had 


reduced me to, of declaring the truth in fuch a man- 
ner as perhaps he might think inconfiftent with the 
rcfpect lowed him : that he ought, in his own mind, 


to render me the juftice I deferved; but that he 


_would now be convinced, that the firft ftep any man 


takes contrary to his duty, by a neceflary confe- 
quence makes him violate all the laws of fincerity : 

lattly, that whatever his intention might be in thus 
endeavouring to involve me in his crime, I had al- 
ways held it my glory and my honour to be thus 
treated by the enemies of the king and the ftate; 
and implored heaven to infpire the + prince with fach 
f{entiments ag might efface all remembrance of a fault 
which had, with too much juftice, deferved thofe 
two epithets, This letter * was publifhed ; but it 


* # The prince of 4*, refufed ‘* who brought them, that he would 
ff te receive the letters the duke of “ receive nothing that came from 
ff Bully wrote to him, telling thofe ‘ him.’ L’Etoile, ibid, 
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produced no anfwer, which entirely deftroyed, even 1609. 
in the opinions of my enemies themfelves, all fufpi- ~w™~ 


cions arifing from the prince’s infinuation. 

À difpute arofe between Villeroi and De-Frefne, 
on account of the letters * which the king ordered 
to be fent into the provinces, ‘two days after the 
fight of the prince, to fignify his intentions con- 
cerning this event. Villeroi compofed a form for 
thefe letters, which he would have had all the other 
fecretaries of ftate to have followed. De-Frefne 
thought ‘the expreffions he ufed unworthy of the 
dignity of him from whom they were fuppofed to 
‘proceed, which indeed was true; and, as he was 
generally allowed to write quite as well as his bro- 
ther fecretary, he was ‘afraid of fome cavils by fend- 
ing this letter, as written by himfelf, ‘to thofe per- 
fons, with whom, by his office, he was connected. 
He imparted his perplexity to me, and entreated me 
to extricate him out of it. | | 

I have nothing to fay concerning the affairs of the 
_proteftant body, except that they fupported them- 
felves happily againft all the calumnies which were 
invented againft them, and which they brought even 
to his majefty’s ear, by advices and difcourfes of all 
kinds. A letter was addreffed to the king, dated 
the 31ft of July, fuppofed to be written from Ro- 
Chelle, in a counterfeit hand, and falfely figned E+ 
manuel de La-Faye, in which he was informed, that, 
in an affembly held at St. Maixant, the minifter of 
Blois, who was called Viguier, had prefented a book, 


* In Vol. 9772 of the Royal 
MSS. we find the fummons deli- 
vered to the prince of Condé at 
Bruffels, in the month of February 
31610, by Meff. de Berny and Ma- 
nicamp, in the king’s name, requir- 
ing him to return to France, under 
the penalty of becoming guilty of 
high treafon; and the prince’s re- 
fufal to obey it. The parliament 
paffed an arret againft him, by 
~ which he was condemned tq undere 


go whatever puntfhment his majefty 
fhould think fit to infliét on him. 
Henry IV. went in perfon to par- 
liament, to folicit the paffing of this 
arret; and, as a mark of his grief, 
he went without ftate or train : “he 
fat down in the chief prefident’s 
place without canopy or footftool, 
the hall being only guarded by the 
ufhers of the parliament, inftead of 
the king’s officers. 


entituled, 
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1609. entituled, Antichrift difplayed *, fcandalous, it was 
y faid, and outrageous to the laft degree : that, in this 


affembly, it was refolved the book fhould be printed, 
after it had been examined by the academy of Sau- 
mur: and that this book was then actually in the 
prefs, notwithftanding his majefty’s public prohibi- 
tion. 

This letter + is filled with fo many minute parti- 
culars, and paffion and prejudice appear every where 
fo ftrongly in it, that the reader will not, 1 believe, 
be difpleafed at my fuppreffing it, The author cer- 
tainly flattered himfelf, that he fhould make it be 
believed that the Rochellers fortified their city, upon 


a fuppofition ‘that they fhould foon have a fiege to 


fuftain ; and that an aflembly was held at Marfeilles, 
to oblige the king to call a convocation of the ftates 
of the kingdom. Du-Pleffis was, as they alledged, 


the author of thefe plots, all abfolutely without 


foundation, except indeed fome murmurs. againft 
the gabelle in Mirebalais and Loudunois, in which 
however a very fmall number of proteftants had any 
part. With regard to Du-Pleffis, he was the very 
man who fent the firft information of it to his ma- 
jefty ; and 1 thought myfelf obliged in honour, tho’ 

my enemy; as.till then he had fhewn himfelf to be, 
to give teftimony to his i innocence, when I convinced. 
the king, who. infifted upon my taking a journey 
into Poitou to reprefs the rebellious defigns of the 
proteftants, that his real enemies endeavoured to keep 


_themfelves concealed by branding thofe with that 


guilt who did not delerve it. Du- Pleffis thanked 
me in.a long letter, which contained a juftification, 
in form, againft all the heads of the aceulation. 


_ * The fupplement to the Journal 
of Henry IV. printed in 1736, takes 
notjce of this book, and fays that 


_ father Gonthier, in a fermon he 


preached. before the king, having 


made violent inveétives, on this. 


account, againft the huguenots, the 


Eng reprimanded him, and order- 
ed the book to be fuppreffed, which, 
in reality, has never appeared fince. 
Anno 1609 . 

* It is to be feen in Sully’s Me- 
moirs, Vol, IV. p. 335. 
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_ The following information, which was given me 1609. 
by a gentleman of ,unqueftioned honour, appeared vs 


to me more circumftantial, and more worthy of at- 
tention. In:one of the ftreets of La-Fleche called 
Des Quatre Vents, and near an inn, with a fign of 
the fame name, there had lodged, for fome months, 
a man, whofe name was Médor, a native of A- 
vranche, with.a widow, called Jane Huberfon, who 
boarded fcholars of reputable families, that were 
under the care of Médor.. A niece of this widow’s, 
about twenty-fix years of age, named Rachael Re- 
naud, who lived with her aunt, anda coufin called 
Huberfon likewife, going one day into Médor’s ftudy, 
found a book there which excited her curiofity : it 
was finely gilt, and tied very neatly with blue and 
_ carnation ribbons, and very thick. She opened it; 
and faw that half of it was written, partly with ink, 
and partly with blood: that it was full of figna- 
tures;  almoft all in blood, among which, fur- 
prifed as fhe was, fhe diftinguifhed that of Médor, 
of a man named Du-Noyer, who lived in a village 
in the neighbourhood of Paris, near Villeroi, and 
of another man named Du-Crofs, from Billon in 
Auvergne, who had formerly belonged to the duke 
de Mercœur. Thefe two men the knew, becaufe 
they had often come to vifit their lodger. 

As. fhe was going out of the clofet, with an in- 
tention to carry this book to her aunt, fhe met Mé- 
dor, who, fnatching it out of her hands, afked her, 
in a rage, what fhe was going todo with it. She 
told him ingenuoufly, that it was fo pretty fhe was 
defirous her aunt fhould fee it; and then afked him 


the meaning of thofe fignatures of blood, which fhe . 


had feen in it. Médor, fearing, that fhe had carried 
her curiofity fo far as to examine the writing, at the 
end of which were thofe names fubfcribed, and which 
contained an affociation of confpirators againft the 
king’s perfon, told her, that it was an oath, which, 
for the intereft of their religion, a great many zea- 
Tous catholics had: taken to continue faithfully a 
| tachec 
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1609. tached to the Pope. This anfwer did not hinder 
MY the girl from fpeaking of the book to her aunt and 
coufin, who were the only proteftants in the houfe. 
They thought the difcovery of fuch confequence, 
that, after getting all the information they could | 
from the girl of what fhe had feen, they related it | 
to the perfon, who gave me notice of it, with all 
the circumftances necefiary to make a fuller difco- 
very. © : 
- The book was immediately taken out of Médor’s 
chamber, and carried, as Huberfon and the girl 
believed, to Du-Crofs, whofe direction they gave. 
He lodged with a man named Druillet, who lived 
in a houle without the city, near the gate of St. 
Germain, on the right fide. With this Druillet 
feveral children of quality boarded, and particularly. 
of the province of Brittany ; becaufe he likewife had 
been in the duke of Mercoeur’s fervice. Du-Crofs. 
was the foul of this cabal. An aflembly at the je- 
fuits college, in which he held one of the chief 
laces, and where he was often employed to deliver 
public difcourfes, gave him all the opportunities he 
could defire, to aflociate a great number of perfons 
into his black defigns: and here it was that he be- 
came acquainted with Médor and Du-Noyer. | 
To thefe informations were added ail thofe that I 
was able to get myfelf. The morning after I re- 
ceived the billet, which was on Oétober 19th, I fent 
a perfon, on whom I could fecurely depend, to 
fearch the bottom of this affair: but although all 
his difcoveries ferved to confirm what had been 
wrote to me, and that the girl herfelf offered to 
maintain her depofition before any perfon who fhould 
chufe to hear her, and even in his majefty’s prefence, 
the credit and artifice of thofe who were concerned 
in this accufation were exerted with fuch fuccefs, 
that an affair, which certainly merited a farther ex- 
amination, was buried in filence. Domeftic diffen- 
fions, and inteftine plots, were the two evils which 
purfued Henry, after he had extricated himfelf me 
8 the 
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the dangers of war, till the laft moment of his life. 1600. 
The count of Auvergne continued ftill imprifonedin eu 


the baftile: he obtained permiffion of his majefty to 
be removed for a change of air, on account of his 
indifpofition, and he was carried to a pavillion on 
the water, which was at the end of the gardens be- 
longing to the Arfenal; but guards were placed 
upon him during the whole time he ftaid there. He 
alfo obtained leave to fpeak to the fieur de Chateau- 
morand. | re 
_ Henry’s health was this year only interrupted with 
fome flight fits of the gout. He did not drink the 
waters, becaufe they were of no ufe to him. M. 


the Dauphin, and all the children of France, enjoyed: 


likewife a good’ ftate of health. Henry made as 
long a ftay as ufual at Fontainebleau: he pañed the 
whole autumn there, after a fhort excurfion to Mon- 
ceaux, and returned to Paris at the beginning of 
winter, © | | PT am? 
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LL that remains for me to fay of the tranf. | 
actions of this year relates to foreign affairs, 


which I fhall begin with thofe of the Unit- 


ed Provinces. ‘The king granted them, in the 


month of April, the fum of three hundred thou- 
fand livres,. Préaux was fent to the States with this 
agreeable news, and I received orders from his ma- 
jefty to fend the money to Dieppe, where it was to 
be fhipped on board a vefiel belonging to the Re- 
public. Henry thought himfelf obliged to reward, 
by this laft inftance of his bounty, the refpect the 
council of the United Provinces had fhewn for him, 
in giving him the principal part in their accommo- 
dation with Spain: for in this year was at length 
concluded the truce*, which had been fo long in 
agitation, and equally defired by all, even by thofe 
who had at firft appeared moft againtt : it: and the 
prince of Orange himfelf at laft agreed to it. 


* It will be proper, as well on MSS. marked 9759; 9981, 9005; 
the negotiations. of’ this famous le Merc, Frang. Matthieu, Vitto- 
truce, as on all the affairs of Flan- rio Siri, and the particular hifto- 
ders mentioned in thefe Memoirs, ries of that republic, 
to confult the volumes of the king’s 
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_ I fhall not here tranfcribe the treaty which was 1600! 
‘drawn up at the. Hague, the ufual place for hold- ns | 
ing the conferences ; but only that of the intervenes | 
tion of the kings of France and England as gua- 
rantees for the execution of it. This piece is da- 
ted June 27, 1609, and was figned as the former, 
at the Hague, in the prefence of meffire Peter 
Jeannin, chevalier, baron of Changy and Montreu, 
one of the counfellors of his-moft chriftian majefty 
in his council of ftate, and his ambaffador extraor- 
dinary to the States; and of meffire Elie de La- 
Place, chevalier, lord of Ruffy, vifcount of Ma- 
chaut, member of the king’s council of ftate, 
gentleman in ordinary of his bed-chamber, and his 
ambaffador in ordinary; both of them in the name, 
and as having authority from the moft high, moft 
powerful, and moft excellent prince Henry IV. &c. 
Afterward followed the names of his Britannic ma- 
jefty’s two minifters, with the fame titles of ambaf- 
fadors in ordinary and extraordinary: and’ after 
them the names of the counfellors and minifters of 
the feveral provinces of the Low-Countries, with à 
reciprocal obligation to caufe the contents of the faid 
treaty to be ratified, within two months, by the re- 
fpective parties. | ; 
The intervention and guarantee are exprefied in 
the following manner: That the two kings, not- 
withftanding all their endeavours, having been un- 
able to procure.a firm and folid peace between the 
two warring powers, had at length propofed to them 
a long truce, to which likewife many obftacles were 
raifed, which would. probably have blafted the ~ 
fcheme, if their majefties, for the good of the par- 
ties, and the fecurity of their ftates, had not con- 
fented to have been guarantees and fecurities for it ; 
and therefore that they promifed, and engaged 
themfelves, to affift the United Provinces with all 
their forces, not only in cafe of any infraction of 
the truce by Spain, but alfo if their trade to’ the 
Indies fhould be interrupted, or fuffer the leaft in- 
jury 
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1609; jury, either Bain his catholic majefty, the arch- 
w-— dukes, their officers, or fubjects. This extended 


as well to thofe whom the States thought proper to 
affociate with them in this trade, as to the countries 
where it was carried on; provided, however, that 
the republic did not pretend to be judges them- 
felves of the injuries they received in this refpect, 
but left them to the decifion of their majefties in a 
common council, wherein they were to be allowed 
a vote: in cafe the judgment fhould be too long 
delayed, they were to give. orders in the mean time 
for the fecurity of their fubjeéts. That, in confe- 
quence of which, the contracting parties fhould re- 
new and confirm the private treaties made the pre- 
ceding year, one on the 23d of January, between 
France and the United Provinces ; and another, on 
the 26th of June, between England and the fame 
Provinces, by applying to the truce the fame agree- 
ments, promifes, and obligations, which thefe trea- 
ties exprefied during the continuance of a peace, 
which was then believed to be upon the point of 
concluding. That, in acknowledgment. for the 
guarantee of the two mediating kings, and for the 
affiftance which the ftates-general had received from 
them, they engaged to make no treaty or agreement 
with the archdukes during the twelve years of the 
truce, without the advice and confent of their ma- 
jefties, who promifed, on their fide, not to enter 
into any alliance prejudicial to the liberty and fafety 
of their friends and allies : for thefe were the titles 
given by the two princes to the States. 

The archdukes, that they might not give offence 
to the king of Spain, refufed their confent to its 
being mentioned. in the treaty for a truce, that the 
Dutch fhould be fecured in their trade to the In- 
dies: they only undertook, of their own accord, 
acting under his catholic majefty, to allow the ex- 
ercife of it: therefore the Republic, who fought a 


Security againft a new breach of faith from the Spa- 


niards, had it, at laft, made one of the pofitive 
are 
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articles of the treaty for the mediation of the kings 1609. 


of France and England. 
fince the war between Spain and Flanders was to 
. end, it fhould end in this manner. | 

I ought -not to omit mentioning ‘an obligation, 
which, on this occafion, I received, rather indeed 
from Henry, than the council of the United Pro- 
vinces, which regarded my nephews D’Epinoy. 
His majefty, who had often liftened to my coms 
plaints of the injuftice which thefe children had fuf: 
‘fered from the count and countefs of Ligne, and 
who, from the time that they were brought to me 
in France, had given them many proofs of his 
kindnefs, which J believe I have mentioned fome- 
where. or: other in thefe Memoirs, was defirous of 
doing fomething more for them.  Jeannin * had or- 
ders to confer with the archduke Albert upon their 
affairs, to endeavour to engage him in their inte- 
reft, and to do them juftice. Either he or Caus 
martin delivered to this prince a memorial which I 
had drawn up, and which explained the claims the 


family of Epinoy had to the fucceffion of that of 


Melun. The archduke’s anfwer, which he fent the 
king in the year 1601, gave me reafon to hope for 
fuccefs. Accordingly this prince, finding that his 
majefty interefted himfelf in the affair, took fo much 
part-in it, that by a provifional agreement my nee 
phew D’Epinoy +, who by the death of his brother 
was the fole heir, obtained a reftitution of great 
part of thofe effects which had been forfeited by his 
father. This agreement, which, through the inte+ 
reft of the king and the archduke, became a writ: 


* There is a letter in the cabi- 
het of the prefent duke of Sully, 
from the late duke to the prefident 
Jeannin, in which, after taking 
notice of the then prefent ftate of 
the affairs of the United Provin- 
ces, and thefe of Cléves, he re- 
commends the intereft of his ne- 
phew, the prince of Epinoy, to 


Vou. IV. 


“ 


him,. This letter is too long to be 
here tranfcribed{ it is dated at 
Fontainebleau, the 15th of June, 
1699. | \ | 
+ William de Melun, prince of 
Epinoy, &c. He had many other 
brothers wlio either died young 
or without iffue. He has been 
fpoke of before. | | 


Ce : ing 


Henry was not forry, wey 


386 


MEM O-I RS Book XXVII. 


1609. ing of great importance, was afterwards the beft 
ww the princefs of Ligne * could make ufe of, to prove 


that all the reft of this eftate, which fhe had not 
been deprived of, . had been granted to her. | 

I thought of an expedient to put an end to thefe 
evafions and artifices, which was to obtain the con- 
fent of the council of the United Provinces to in- 
fert, in their treaty of truce, an article by which 
this queftion was decided in favour of the young 
D’Epinoy. My requeft, which I made privately, 
was granted with great willingnefs;! the article 
was infe:ted, and exprefled that upon the refufal, 
which the princefs of Ligne had given to the coun- 
cil of the United Provinces, to make a reftitution 
of the eftates of the houfe of Epinoy, which fhe 
unjuftly enjoyed, two arbitrators fhould be named 
for his moft chriftian majefty, and two for the arch- 
dukes, who fhould meet at Vervins to give a defi- 
nitive judgment: that, if the votes were divided, 
they fhould appoint an umpire ; and, if they could 
not agree upon the choice, his moft chriftian ma- 
jefty fhould be this umpire, to whofe fentence the 
princefs of Ligne, and all the other refpective heirs 
fhould fubmit ; and the archdukes, of whom thefe 
eftates were held, fhould permit the execution of it : 
and that, inthe mean time, the eftates of the houfe 
of Vaffenard, and all others belonging to the prince 
of Epinoy, within the extent ‘of the Dutch pro- 
vinces, fhould be reftored to him. 

The princefs of Ligne ufed her .utmoft endea: 
vours to elude the decifion. This laft claufe de- 
priving her of all hope, fhe appealed to the agree- 
ment before mentioned. She alledged, that part of 
thofe eftates which were required of her, being ‘in 
the province of Holland, had been charged with 


heavy taxes; for which fhe demanded compenfa- 


* Mary de Melun, lady of Rou- governor of Artois, knight of the 
bais, | ’ Antoing, Lo wife of La- golden fleece, 
moral, the firft prince of Ligne, 


tion. 
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tion. When fhe found herfelf preffed, the afféted 1600. 
to abate of her obftinacy, and only requefted that UN 


the affair might be terminated by any other me- 
thod than a rigorous jüdgment, and propofed {e- 
~ veral herfelf, efpecially when fhe perceived that her 
nephew was {inclined to purchafe an agreement with 
her by the facrifice of fome of his juft claims. 
The archduke feemed to enter with her into all the 
expedients that could be thought on to make me 
defift; for I was the perfon whom, on this occa- 
fion, they looked upon to be the real adverfary. 
À marriage was propofed between my nephew and 
the princefs of Ligne’s fecond daughter. ‘This 
expedient was happily enough imagined, if the 
mother had been a reafonable woman: but fhe 
would not give this daughter a portion equal to 
that fhe had given with the eldeft. I left it to her 
choice, either to refign twenty-five thoufand livres 
a year to D’Epinoy, as a portion for her daughter, 
orto make him a reftitution of his whole eftate. 
Tho’ my nephew by this offer loft confiderably, yet 
it was rejected with difdain. The remainder of the 
year was paffed in making and refufing propofitions, 
which all amounted to nothing. 

There was again a neceffity that his majefty fhould 


interpofe, which he had the goodnefs to do, by . 
writing a letter, dated October 19, to the arch- » 


duke, in which he complained of the princefs of 
Ligne’s proceedings, and of the little folicitude he 
himfelf fhewed for the fulfilling that article of the 
treaty relating to the prince of Epinoy. As to the 
agreement which madame de Ligne laid fuch ftrefs 
_ upon, the king obferved, that, befides that no- 


thing can be oppofed to a determination recorded in © 


a treaty made between fovereigns, it was the opinion 
of his council, and conformable to the laws of 
his kingdom, that the authority of any prince 


which is added to a contract, fhould not hinder the 


fase who is injured by it from claiming his 
Goa rig 


388 
1609. 


a 


MEMOIRS. Book XXVII. 
fight, He defired him to hear what * Berny and 


wey Préaux + had to fay, whom he had ordered to ac- 


quaint Min with every circumftance of the affair: 
and, repeating his inftances in favour of Epinoy, 
he declared that he would anfwer for the fidelity and 

obedience of his new vaffal. He owned that D’E- 
pinoy was willing to purchafe an agreement and 


“union with his aunt, at the expence of a fmall part 


of his eftate; but that himfelf had been one of the 
firft té advife him not to liften to her while the con- 
tinued to be fo unreafonable in her demands, Tip 
letter was more in the ftyle of a friend chan a king 
and in almoft all. thofe which Villeroi and Satan 
wrote by his order to the States, the affair of Epi- 
noy was mentioned with great warmth. I likewife 
urged it on in the letters I writ to Préaux, from 
whom, upon this occafion, I received fervices 
which I promifed him fhould not go unrewarded. 
This year the duke of Bouillon obtained, letters 
of naturalization for his children born at Sedan, 
The king did not obferve, that in thefe letters, 
and in the petition prefented on this occafion to the 
chamber of accounts, Bouillon had affumed the 
title of fovereign of Sedan; and therefore made no 
Oppofition to it by his attorney-general. . But his 
majefty repaired this failure, by ordering Jerôme 
L?Huill ‘er, the attorney-general, to demand.an act, 
by which it was allowed, that his compliance with 
this petition, and his filence with refpeét to the 
titles there afflumed, fhould_ not injure his rights if 
he fhould ‘be able, at any time, by his papers, 
claims, or records of the treafury of archives, to 
make appear that Sedan was anciently a fief de- 
pending on that of Moufon,. which was part of 
the crown lands. This act, of the 11th of A- 
pril, is inferted in the regifters of the chamber of 


accounts. 


* Matthew Brulart, lord of f He@or de Préaux, æcalvinif 
Berny, the king’s prefident at the gentleman, governor of Chatels. 
court of- the archduke, leraut. 
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His majefty fent the duke of Lunebourg-Brunf- 1609, 
wick’s deputy, to me for the payment of feven us 


thoufand crowns, which the king ordered me to 
give him, without making farther enquiry into, 
as the fum was fo moderate. I obeyed his com- 
mands, and, at the fame time, treated him with 
the utmoft degree of politenefs. Henry, by fuch 
inftances of kindnefs and refpect, endeavoured to 
attach the German princes ftill more to his intereft. 
I likewife rendered fome fervices to the duke of 
Savoy, which produced a letter from this prince to 
me, and a vifit of thanks from M. de Jacop, his 
ambafflador. This deference, added to the vifits I 
was obferved to pay to the duke of Savoy’s am- 
baffador in return, appeared to my enemies at 
court a fufficient foundation for fuggefting to the 
king, that the duke of Savoy made the fame ufe 
of me as he had done of marechal Biron. Henry 
took care not to tell them that he was acquainted 
with all my proceedings, and approved of them ; 
but thanked them for their information, and wrote 
me an account of all they had faid,:defiring me, 
at the fame time, to bring him the lait letters I 
had received from Turn the next time I attended 
him. 

- Another attempt was made upon the city of Ge- 
neva this year, under the direction of Du-Terrail *, 
the fame who has been fo often mentioned in thele 
Memoirs. He fucceeded fo ill in it, that he was 
taken prifoner there, and without any form of trial 
put to death, He was a man of great underftand- 
ing and courage; but giddy with ambition, and 


* Lewis de Combourfier, lord of ‘ don in one pocket, as the king 


Terrail, a gentleman of Dauphiny, 
and a relation of Lefdiguieres. 
The Memoirs for the hiftory of 
France fpeak of him as Sully’s do. 
£6 The king, fay they, whofe na- 
** tural fubje@ he was, had grant- 
#£ éd him four feveral pardons ; 
. # but he had no fooner got a par- 


 faid, but he had a fcheme for a 
«* plot ready in another,” - The 
pardon the king would have grant- 
éd him would not have faved his 
life. He and La-Baftide, a gen- 
tleman ef Bourdel, who was take 
en with him, were beheaded at 
Geneva on the zoth of April, 
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abforbed in vice: therefore the king was not con- 
cerned that juftice had overtaken him. As foon as 
it was known that he was imprifoned, the king was 
wearied with folicitations in his favour; but the 
news of his death followed that of his detention fo 
clofe, that he was not long embarrafied, ‘‘ We 
‘ have a happy riddance of him, faid this prince 
‘ to me; he was a dangerous man : ever fince I 
« obferved that he left off vifiting you, and. 
‘€ haunting you as ufual ; and after that murder * 
‘ he committed in the view of us both, as we 
<< ftood together upon the balcony, - I loft all hope 
€ of him.” 

The duke of Florence, after the death of the 
duke his father +, having fent an ambaffador ex- 
traordinary to Rome to pay his obedience. to the 
Pope, he either by his mafter’s orders or from his 
own inclination, or perhaps through contempt, vi- 
fited the Spanifh ambaffador before ours. . Henry, 
when he was informed of this affront, refolved to 
take vengeance for it, and began by revoking an 


order, which, apo the - 


* “ On Tuefday the 8th of Au- 
‘“ guft, Le-Terrail, in the king’s 
‘“ fight, before the windows of 
“€ the gallery of the Louvre, kil- 
€ Jed Mazancy, a brave Gafcoon 
“€ officer, whom his majefty had 
‘€ juft been fpeaking to. The 
‘€ king was fo much affected with 
“ feeing this aétion, that he was 
‘< obliged, as it was faid, Eu 
“ change his fhirt twice upon it.” 
Mem. for the Hift, of France, an- 
no 1606. 
Du-Terrail was obliged to leave 
the kingdom after this affaffination, 
: f Ferdinand de Médicis, grand 
duke of Tufcany, who, in 1587, 
fucceeded his brother Francis Ma- 
ria de Médicis, died the year be- 
fore. ‘The king,” fays L’Etoile, 
or the author of the Supplement 
to his Journal, ‘fin order to ac- 
 quaint the queen with his death, 


"is true ; we are all mortal, 


reprefentations made him 


‘ without furprifing her, told her, 
‘© as he was getting up, he had 
“* dreamed he faw the grand duke 
‘ dead. The queen at firft was 
€ ftruck with it; but recolle&ing 
“ herfelf, fhe faid it was only a 
‘ dream. But, Madam, replied 
** the king, I am afraid my dream 
He 
‘€ is dead then? Yes, added the 
“€ king ; here is the letter that in- 
‘€ forms me of his death.” — This 
death occafioned a fufpenfion of the 
ufual diverfion of the carnival, 
&c. It was this Ferdinand who 
made anfwer to our ambaffador, 
when remonftrating to him on ac- 
count of his connections with 
Spain; ‘‘ Had the king had forty 
** gallies at Marfeilles, I would 
** not have done what I have.”? 
Como II. de Médicis his fon, is 
the perfon here in queftion, 
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by the chevalier Guidi, he had given for the pay- 1609. 
ment of a hundred thoufand livres, which were ftill Lu 


due to the grand duke. Jouanini, this prince’s 


agent, who forefaw all the confequences of this. 


affair, affembled his friends and partifans to con- 


fult together upon the methods they fhould ufe to 


prevent the reparation we’ had a right to exact, 
from extending to any infult upon Spain; and as 
I was thought to be him, who of all the coun- 
fellors was moft capable of infpiring the king with 
a firm refolution on this head, they agreed that it 
would be proper for Jouanini to apply to me, and 
endeavour to foften me. , 

I readily complied with his entreaties,’ not to 
fpeak or act upon this occafion any otherways than 
merely to execute the king’s orders. There was 
no neceffity for urging Henry to fupport his juft 
claims, and-this Jouanini knew as well as myfelf. 
I told him, however, that I was much furprifed 
that a petty prince, fuch as his mafter, fhould pre- 
fume to regulate the rank of the kings of France 
and Spain. Jouanini received thefe words as any 
other ambaffador would have done upon the like 
occafion ; and, to fhew me that I ought to treat his 
mafter with more refpect, he entered into a long 
difcourfe upon his great qualities and his genea- 
logy, making him allied to the houfe of Auftria, 
whofe eulogium he was going to begin. I inter- 
tupted him, faying, that every other perfon was 
as capable as himfelf of fettling the true degree 
of grandeur of the duke of Florence, fince it had 
commenced in our own times; and as for what re- 
garded the houfe of Auftria, I had no occafion 
for any informations ;, I who reckoned among my 
anceftors a daughter of that houfe *, who died a 


+ * John de Béthune, Lord. of 
Vandeuil, Locres, &c. firft of that 
branch from which the duke of Sul- 
ly was defcended, married Jane 
de Coucy, allied to the houfe of 


RP 


Auftria.. Enguerrand VI. of Cou- 
fay, or to fpeak more properly of 
Guienes, bearing the name and 
arms of the houfe of Coucy, which 
was extinét, married Catharine of 


~ hune 
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1609. hundred and fifty years ago; but that it was im- 


Le pofible to make any comparifon between that family - 


“other than myfelf for it. 


and the auguft houfe of France. | 

This affair gave rife to much artful management 
at court, in which the queen feemed to carry too 
far her tendernefs for her relations. The king 
reproached her feveral times for it with fome feve- 
rity, and fhe made me fenfible that fhe accufed no 
However, this affair 
produced no worfe confequences. The duke of 
Florence, upon the firft complaint the king made 
to him, protefted that he had no part in this im- 
prudent procedure of his ambaffador; and declared, 
that he was willing to make any reparation for it 
which his majefty fhould require. He recalled his 
ambafiador, without waiting for the king’s re: 
quelt, and commanded him, before his departure, 
to make an authentic acknowledgment of the fault 


_he had committed, which was publifhed in Rome 


and in France. Henry was fatisfied with this apo- 
logy, and, to convince the grand duke that he had 
forgot every thing, he affüred him that he would 
preferve the fame fentiments of friendfhip and 
efteem for him as for the deceafed duke, and gave 
him the firft proof of them by fending to congra- 
tulate him upon his advancement to the throne, as 
all the other princes of Europe had done. 

Spain had chofen cardinal Zapata to perform this 
ceremony, and Henry thought proper to make ufé 
of a cardinal likewife, that he might avoid an af: 
front like the former: for it is well known what 
perfonal prerogatives cardinals enjoy at the courts 


Aufiria, daughter of Leopold, who 
is the lady here meant by M. de 
Sully. He would have fpoke more 
corre&ly had he faid fhe came in- 
to the family of Coucy, to which 
his became allied. He has alfo 
made another miftake in point of 
chronology ; for, inftead of fay- 
ing a hundred and fifty, he fhould 


have faid two hundred and fifty 
years; this Enguerrand de Coucy, 


_the hufband of Catherine of Au- 


ftria, having been killed at the 
battle of Crecy in 1346. See the 
MSS. of S. Marthe, Du-Chefne, 
Anfelme, and cther genealogifts, 
See alfo our foregoing remarks on 
the howfe of Auttrig, . | 
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of Italian princes. I named the abbe de LaRoche. 1609. 


893 


foucault to him, who was going to Rome to take Cyn 


pofieffion of that dignity ;: but his majefty for that 
very reafon did not approve of him, as he was 
apprehenfive that this abbe, who they were fen- 
fible was not yet named a cardinal, nor would leave 
France exprefly for this embafly, would not be as 
well received at Florence as an ancient cardinal: 
therefore cardinal Delfin was pitched upon by his 
majefty, who gave him two thoufand crowns for 
his expences, his eminence not being very rich, 
Conchini had afpired to this honour, and would 
have obtained-it through the queen’s intereft; but 
for the confiderations before mentioned, he would 
not have acquitted himfelf of this commiffion at 
fo fmall an expence: Henry, therefore, was pleafed 
at his difappointment, as well on account of his 
hatred to the man, as from a principle of fruga- 
lity. | 

Policy, and the intereft of his great defigns, 
had perhaps more part in the king’s complaifance 
to the duke of Florence, than the confideration of 
his alliance with him. Thofe two motives were 
fuffitient to prevent him from ill treating, or even 
neglecting the moft inconfiderable prince. The 


hundred thoufand livres was again ordered to be. 


paid to the chevalier Guidi, the king only requiring 


that, in the grand duke’s receipts, fome confidera- 


ble fums fhould be deduéted, which he had ad- 
vanced to Don John de Medicis. With this money, 
Guidi carried to Florence a gold chain, valued at 
fix hunded crowns, which I prefented him with in 
“his majefty’s name, Henry, likewife, fhewed ma- 


ny other civilities to this Italian; for, whether he 


remained beyond the Alps, or was again fent to 
France by his matter, the king thought it necefiary 
to gain his friendfhip. | 

De Refuge continued ftil] among the Swifs and 
Grifons in the quality of our agent; but executed 
this employment fo ill, that I thought myfelf obliged 
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to reproach him by Villeroi for his inattention to 
the bufinefs he was {ent to tranfact. He durft not 
anfwer me himfelf; but to Villeroi he excufed his 
neglect, in not fending the account of the diftribu- — 
tion he had made of the money, which was the 
firft complaint I had againft him, by alledging that 
thefe accounts fhould have been fent to me by the 
two clerks, through whofe hands the two former 
diftributions had pafled, befides thofe more parti- 
cular ones, which the treafurers of the Leagues 
were to furnifh me with; and that I fhould cer- 
tainly receive from them thofe of the next diftribu- 
tion. With regard to the redemption of debts, © 


which was my fecond charge againft him, he, with- 


out coming to particulars, told Villeroi, in his an- 
fwer, that he had difcharged fome at different times ; 
nor did he give more fatisfactory replies to the other 
reprimands he received. 

After Villeroi had fhewn me his letter, I wrote 
to him myfelf, as I believed the place I filled gave 
me aright, and even obliged me to do. I told 
him, that I had not received the four accounts from 
the clerks he mentioned to Villeroi; but that, if I 
had, fuch accounts were not fufficient; but that, 
fince the ordinances for payment came only from 
him, it belonged to him likewife to draw up ac- 
counts, wherein every fum of money fhould be fpe- 
cified feparately, and authenticated by him: that 
he was obliged to anfwer for the exaétnefs of the 
treafurers, and to inform me if they had any blanks 
in their accounts, which was what was always done 
by Caumartin, his predeceffor: and likewife, that 
he .fhould not fail to fend me, every quarter, the 
accounts of the receipts given by the treafurers of 
the Leagues, with that of the diftribution he had 
made, divided into chapters. He was continually 
propofing new methods for difcharging of debts, 
for managing his majefty’s money, and for confin- 
ing his employment folely to the finances, in confe- 
quence of which he demanded an exact correfpon- 

| dence 
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dence with the fuperintendant. It was not poffible 
for him to find an excufe for the filence he affected 
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with me; nor were his excufes for having not paid — 


any debts during his adminiftration any better. The 
thing was not more difficult for him, than the per- 
fon whom he had fucceeded. I defired him, there- 
fore, to fatisfy me as foon as poffible, not by ufing 
many words and juftifications, that had no force; 
and which, in affairs relating to money, could not 
be received, but by juft reafons and good effects ; 
otherways I could not difpenfe with myfelf from re- 
prefenting him to his majefty as aman unworthy of 
the truft he had confided to him. 

It was fuggefted to the Grand Signior to have a 
refident at Marfeilles for the conveniency of the 
Granadines who paffed through that city. The 
- Grand Vizier mentioned it, by his order, to our 
ambaffador at the Porte, and confulted the Aga of 
Cairo, named Aga Ibrahim-Muftapha, upon this 
eftablifhment, a man who, in a very fhort fpace of 
time, had acquired great authority, and many dig- 
nities at the Porte, and mentioned me to him as the 
- only perfon at the court of France to whom it would 
be proper to addrefs himfelf. The Aga Muftapha 
was directed to afk this favourof the king, in the 
name of Sultan Achmet, by a letter, to which was 
added one from Salignac to me, and both were 
brought by a Granadine whom the Grand Vizier 
chofe for this employment. Salignac gave me in- - 
formation of all that had paffed at the Porte upon 
this fubjec&t ; and added, that the Grand Signior 
would think himfelf highly obliged to the king for 
the grant of this favour, which could be produc- 
tive of no inconvenience to him; and that he could 
not difpofe of the place to any one more fit for it 
than the bearer, whofe probity and good fenfe were 
well known to him, and who had formerly pañed 
fome time at Marfeilles. 

One of the moft remarkable and interefting events 
that happened this year in Europe, was the death pe 
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5684 the duke of Cleves, who died about the beginning 
ww Of it; the news of which no fooner reached the 


ears of Henry, than he came to the Arfenal, where, 
having barely enquired for me in the firft court, 
he paffed on to the garden, without entering my 
apartment. When he was anfwered, that I was 
writing in my cabinet, he turned to Roauelaure and - 
Zamet, and faid to them, finiling, ‘Did not you 
‘ imagine, that they were going to tell me, that 
té he was either hunting, dreffing, or with the la- 


“ dies? Go, Zamet,” faid this prince, after hav- 


ing given fuch praife to my diligence as does not 
become me to repeat, ** go, tell him that lam gone 
up the great walk, and defire him to follow me 
‘ immediately to the large balcony, where we are 
“ not wont to be filent; I have much to fay to 
‘ him: for I have heard,” continued his majefty 
openly, “that the duke of Cleves is dead, he has 
‘ left all the world his heirs; the emperor and all - 
“ the princes of Germany claiming the fucceffion.” 
Zamet met me coming out of my clofet, having 
been already told that the king had pafied by. The 
news of the day, and every confequential incident, 
afforded matter for above an hour’s entertainment 
inthe balcony. His majefty thought it a fubjeét 
well worth my pains to compofe, upon what I had 
to fay on this head, a memoir, which I fhall here 
infert, with the addition of fuch informations as I 
received a few days after from Bongars, who at that 
time had a particular charge to be ftriétly watchful 
of our intereft in Germany. I fhewed it all to 
Henry; nor do I believe the reader will be difpleafed 
to find an event which all Europe, attentive to his” 
majefty’s defigns, looked upon as afignal of a ge- 
neral war, treated with that perfpicuity it deferves, 


both with Fe toits juftice and expediency. 


But it is firft necefiary to explain how this little 
flate, made at the laft duke’s thawte out of four er 
five great fiefs, all having the titles of principa- 
lity, was formed, À count of. Juliers, who lived - 

about 
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about the year 1130, united this county to that of 1609. 
Berg, by marrying an only daughter of a count of wy»~ 


that name, Thecounty of Gueldres was afterwards 
united. to it in the year 1350, by the marriage of 
Reynold, or Renould, firft duke of Gueldres with 
the heirefs of William, firft duke of Juliers.. A- 
bout the fame time, one Adolphus de La-Mark .re- 
figned the archbifhopric of Cologne, and the bi- 
fhopric of Munfter, to fupport his pretenfions as 
heir of Mary ‘his mother, countefs of Cleves, 
againft his coufins, D’Erkel and Perweis, who were 
alfo fons of Cleves, but on the female fide; and 
fucceeded in his claims, either by purchafing the 
right of the fecond fon, who was. nearer of kin by 
one degree than him, or by the affiftance of the 
emperor Charles IV. and the ftates of the country, 

The duchy of Cleves having thus paffed into 
the houfe of La-Mark, thofe of Juliers and Berg 
were afterwards re-united to it in the perfon af 
John duke of Cleves, count de La-Mark, who, in 
1496, married the daughter of William duke. of 
Juliers and Berg. The duchy of. Gueldres was at 
that time difmembered, becaufe that Arnold D’Eg- 
mont, who pofleffed it in right of his mother, Mary 
D’Erkel, daughter ‘to N D’Erkel and Jane 
of Juliers and Gueldres, had fold it, in 1472, to 
Charles of Burgundy, with whofe daughter it went 


to the houfe of Auftria, a difpofition that was vain- . 


ly. contefted by William of Juliers, to whom it 
was left by will by Charles D’ Egmont, grandfon 
of Arnold, the houfe of Auftria maintaining itfelf 
in pofieffion of the duchy by force of arms. This 
cuftom of feminine fiefs, received in all the cantons, 
fupports the opinions of thofe who believe that the 


feventeen provinces of the Low Countries, which - 


fell into the houfe of Auftria, by the marriage of 
Mary of Burgundy with Maximilian, are not the 
only female fiefs. _ | 
‘Fhe emperor would .not allow that Cleves, Ju- 
liers, Berg, La-Mark, Raveniburgh, and Ravef- 
| Au tein, 
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1609. tein, of which John-William died poffefled, were 
www female fiefs; on the contrary, the claims, which 


he pretended to thefe fiefs, were founded only upon 
proofs, which he was faid to have had, of their 
being all mafculine fiefs. This conteft was not a 
point abfolutely new. The contradiction of the 
difpofitions of the different fovereigns of this little 
territory, which at different times had been received 
by their fubjeéts, to the declaration of fome of the 
emperors upon this head, had long made it a dif- 
puted point, the entire decifion of which had been 
by both parties referred to the death of the laft 
male heir of that houfe, which at length happened. 
To canvas this point of right more properly, it is 
neceflary to fearch into the archives of that princi- 
pality, by which means we fhall be acquainted with 
the ftate of the laft duke’s family, and find out 
with what truth Henry faid, that the duke of 
Cleves’s fucceffion belonged to almoft all Germany. 
The arguments urged in this affair, by the in- 
terefted princes againft the emperor, were drawn 
from the many teftamentary and: matrimonial pa- 
pers, as well as feveral other writings, both public 
and private, which received their authority from 
the folemn acceptation of the ftates of the country, 
the chief of which were thefe: Firft, an ordinance 
of Adolphus the firft duke of Cleves, count de La- 
Mark, &c. received in all his towns, anno 1418, 
whereby the principality was given to the duke’s 
eldeft fon, and to him only, his brothers being ex- 
cluded from any fhare in it; and, in default of 
male iflue in him, to his eldeft daughter, exclufive 
of other daughters. There was a like edict of 
William duke of -Juliers and Berg, count de Ra- 
venfburg, John duke of Cleves, ‘count de La- 
Mark in 1496, on account of the union of their 
territories, by the marriage of Mary, only daugh- 
ter of the firft of thefe princes, with John fon of 
the fecond. ‘There was another ordinance of the 
faid John of Cleves, and Mary of Juliers, in 1526, 
| about 
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about which time there was a marriage between 1609. 
their eldeft daughter Sibylla to John Frederic, WVV 


_ count, and fince elector of Saxony, to which 
difpofition William himfelf, fon of John and 
Mary, fubfcribed in 1542. Inthe year 1572, 
William duke of Juliers and Cleves *, &c. father 
of the laft duke, accomplifhed a match between 
his eldeft daughter Maria Eleonora and Albert Fre- 
deric of Brandenbureh, duke of Pruffia; and he, 
in the marriage articles, referved the entire fuccef- 
fion to her in the fame form, in cafe of the extinc- 


tion of the male line in his family. Two years 


after, Ann, fifter of Maria Eleonora, efpoufed 
duke Philip Lewis, the count Palatine at Newburg, 
with the fame refpect to the rights of elderfhip in 
the female line. The contract was concluded at 
Deux-ponts, and figned by the count Lewis, after- 
wards elector palatine, by William Landgrave of 
Heffe, and duke John, count Palatine. The fame 
contract was ratified a fecond time in 1575, by the 
fame prince William; at which time, duke Phi- 
lip Lewis complaining that two hundred thoufand 
florins, which was the portion of the younger fift- 
ers, was too flight a recompence for renouncing fuch 
a fucceffion, his kinfman, the duke of Cleves, in- 
fifted upon an augmentation of one hundred thou- 
fand for each of them, ‘on which condition Ann of 
Juliers made a folemn renunciation of it the fame 
year. Duke John, count Palatine, de Deux-ponts, 
about four years afterwards married Magdalen, the 
third daughter of William of Juliers, making the 
fame renunciation in favour of the eldeft of his three 
fifters as duke Philip Lewis, his eldeft brother, had 
done: Lewis, elector Palatine, William, landgrave 
of Heffe, Philip Lewis, count Palatine of Neu- 
burgh, alfo agreed thereto. This was the fourth 
renunciation of the duke of Newburgh. Laftly, 
Sibylla, the fourth’ of thefe prineefies, married 


* He died in 1592. 


Charles 
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1609. Charles of Auftria, marquis of Burgaw; upon 
vs which occafion it was natural to fuppofe, that the 


prince their brother would not have forgot to infift 


upon the Auftrian prince’s * making the fame re- 


nunciation with his other three brothers-in-law: ne- 
verthelefs, partly it appeared, that becaufe this 
prince, who had no children, was become a vale- 
tudinarian ; partly, that the portion-money was not 
ready; and, laftly, becaufe .the government was 
managed very ftrangely ; the duke of Cleves died, 
before his fourth brother-in-law had made the fame 
renunciation as the reft. Such were the rights of 
the four princes, the duke of Brandenburgh and 
Pruffia, the count Palatine of Newburg, the count 
Palatine de Deux-ponts, and the marquis of Bur- 
gaw. < : 
The emperor alledged the following examples in 
his favour: In the year 1482, imagining the duchies 
of Juliers and Berg were, by the death of duke 


‘William, fallen to the empire, he beftowed them, 


by his own abfolute will, on Albert duke of Saxony, 
to reward him. for his fervices. Maximilian, the 
frftt fon of Frederic, ratified and extended this do- 
nation to the perfon of Erneft, elector of Saxony, 
brother of Albert, in the year 1486, He confirms 
it again in 1495, as at that time he ftoodiin need 
of the princes of Saxony: but this confideration 
no longer fubfifting, in the year 1508 the emperor 
left William of Juliers at liberty to difpofe of his 
own eftate, either to Mary, or fuch other of his 
daughters as he liked beft. William, dying in the 
year 1511, the eleétor of Saxony intended to take 
advantage of the emperor’s donation, and deprive 
the duke of Cleves, who had married the heirefs of 
it, of Juliers: but when he endeavoured to fix 
Maximilian on his fide, that emperor, who feared 
nothing fo much as the duke of Cleves throwing 
himfelf into the arms of: France, refufed to inter- 


* He died at the age of forty feven, | 
fere, 
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fere, and advifed the elector to patience, giving him 1609. 
only general promifes that he fhould lofe nothing Uymo 


thereby. Moreover, when John Frederic, elector 
of Saxony, married Sibylla, daughter of John duke 
of Cleves and Juliers, in the year 1526, Charles 
V. exprefly confirmed the right of that princefs, 
and acted in purfuance thereof: for when in 1546 
he made peace with duke William of Juliers, whom 
he had vanquifhed, on condition, that the duke 
fhould marry Mary of Auttria, daughter of Ferdi- 
nand, king of the Romans and Hungary, he al- 
lowed in the marriage contract of this princels, 
‘who was his niece, that her daughter fhould fucceed 
to the duchies of Juliers, &c. in cafe fhe fhould 
have no fons; which was alfo admitted after him 
by Maximilian IJ. in 1566. It is true that the 
reigning emperor, tho’ ftrongly folicited, in 1602, 
by the duke of Newburg to confirm that conftitu- 
tion of his predécéflors, conftantly refufed it; and 
the only reafon he gavé for fuch refufal was, that 
he could not pretend to prejudice any perfon’s 
right. 

After this, the reader will eafily difcern a very 
- diftinguifhing difference between the juflice of the 
_ pretenfions of the two parties, much to the advane 
tage of the lawful heir, but very unfavourable to 
the Auitrians; the former grounding their claim 
on a feries of regulations unanimoufly and uniform- 


ly received; the latter only producing grants of 


pure power, which do little honour to the Aulic 
council, and moreover, by their variation and 
contradiction, fo unftable as fcarcely to found any 
right. 


Maintaining its right. The emperor Rodolphus 
gave the inveftiture of Juliers and Cleves to the 
archduke Leopold of Auftria, a ftep he would not 
have taken, had it not been to be beforehand with 
his moft chriftian maiefty, This flep was made in 

Vou. LV. D ’ the 


| However, the duke of Cleves was no fooner 
' dead, than each party began to think ferioufly of 
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the name of Leopold, who declared by deputy to. 


the king, that his intention in entering upon Cleves, - 
was neither to do any thing that could be in the leaft 
prejudicial to his majefty’s intereft, nor yet to treat 


the princes, his competitors, with rigor; that he 


fhould be contented provided they behaved to his 
imperial majefty as they ought upon this occafion, 
and entreated the king not to enter into a difcuffion 
of an affair in which he himfelf was alone concerned 
with them. 

Henry’s anfwer to this deputy was in very general 
terms. He was furprifed, that all this time he had 
heard nothing of the other princes, who ought to 
have been the firft to addrefs him; nor was he lefs. 
fo at the information received from Hottoman, that 
none of them thought of levying troops, as if they 
could hope to obtain any thing otherwife than by 
force of arms; but they foon faw what part they 
had to take: and if it was true that his majefty, in 
flightly reprodching them for their filence, took the 
frit ftep, they followed it fo well, that, having in- 
vited Boiffife, Bongars, and the king’s other agents 
to their council, they appointed an ambaflador to 
entreat his majefty, in their name, to fupport them 
againit the archduke, or rather againft the emperor, 
which ambaffador had good reafon to be fatisfied 
with the fuccefs of his commiffion. But, beforewe ~ 
sive a detail of enfuing facts, let us make fome re- 
Éedtions upon the real political intereft of France at 
this juncture. | | 

Thefe fx cantons or {mall provinces, Cleves, Ju- 
liers, Bergh, La-Mark, Ravenfburg, and Rave- 
{tein, were {o far from being indifferent to France, 
that fhe was rather interefted in them in a very pe- 
culias manner, for -feveral reafons, of which their 
ftrength and riches were not the leaft. They lay 
upon our frontiers; the competitors for them were 
not only near, but formidable neighbours; at leaft 
the emperor was fo. This was rzafon fufficient not 
to let them fall into every hand. ‘The war, raifed 
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for their poffeffion, may become general throughout 1600, 
Europe, confequently reach us againft our will. hwy 
This would cettainly be the cafe, were the United 
Provinces, whom they particularly and neceffarily 
influence, only concerned ; their connection being 
fo evident, that giving thefe difputed provinces to 
our friends, is, as it were, taking all Flanders from 
our enemies ; as, on the contrary, leaving them open 
to the invafion of the houfe of Auftria, were to ex- 
pofe the whole United Provinces to deftruction: for 
I know not how otherwife to call the neceffity ta 
which they would be reduced, had they none but 
enemies for their neighbours, whofe favour they 
muft court by repeated facrifices, which muft termi- 
nate abfolutely in their ruin. ‘The truth of this was 
never more fully proved than from the advantages 
under which the States laboured, when the duke of 
Cleves, even but privately, fupported the Spaniards. 
Is it prudent to fuffer fo ufeful and fo expenfive a 
~ work to be deftroyed, when about to be completed ? 
and let me add with fincerity, a work which, in 
fpite of all our efforts, has, by the laft treaty be- 
tween Spain and the States, been not a little fhocked. 
If from this point of view we pafs to his moft 
chriftian majefty’s vaft defigns upon all Europe, 
what better means is there of engaging in them thole- 
powers, who could not be otherwife reconciled to 
them? This is the fureft way of attaching to us all 
the princes of the empire, of reftoring the Iberty 
and dignity of the Germanic body, giving a mortal 
blow to the imperial authority, and ftriking the 
whole houfe of Auftria with confternation : and this 
advantage, which France, for her own private in- 
tereft, ought at any rate to have purchafed, the fhail 
enjoy, as the effect of difinterefted generofity to- 
wards perfecuted princes, without either jealoufy or 
envy. : Nie ae A | 
To this it may be objected, that thefe princes 
have hitherto fhewn themlelves very averfe to enter-. 
tain'ng thefe notions of us, if we may judge from 
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their evident unwillingnefs to be obliged to us,.even 
when forted to allow that, without our affiitance, 
they can do nothing: but, after all, this is no more 
than what unavoidably happens in the beginning of 
a difficult complicated affair, wherein many perfons 
are concerned; for, in fuch fchemes, their firft con- 
fideration is to weigh. their intereft with their powers. 
Even when we know what is to be done, we are not 
agreed with refpect to'the manner of doing it; efpe- 
cially in confederacies where opinions multiply in 
proportion to the number of parties concerned: be- 
fides, I infift, that this irrefolution of the German 
princes, from whatever motives it proceeds, ought 
not to prevent his mayjefty from taking part with 
them. I lay it down as a maxim, that in all im- 
portant affairs, which tend to the general good, it 
is to the caufe only, and not to the perfons we muft 
be attached: forthe former prefents but one fingle 
view, and that always the fame; whereas the latter 
is fo fubjeét to change, and prefents fuch a variety 
of hateful objects, that, clofely to confider them, 
would give us a difinclination to the moft ufeful and. 
ñeceffary enterprifes. Politically fpeaking, we ought 
always to be content with having removed obftacles, 
without being deterred from proceeding, by any 
difficulties that may remain, and time of itfelf wilf 
remove: but with this reftriction, that I fpeak of 
defigns whereof the contrivers need not be afhamed; 
fuch as was ours in fupporting the heir to the duke 
of Cleves, and fettling the ballance of Europe. We 
have then only to begin; each moment will furnifh 
us with frefh refources: the princes, now fo back- 
ward and irrefolute, will acquire courage from time: 
and the flufh of fuccefs ; and the ardour of war will 
infpire them with thofe fentiments of our generolity,, 
which they are to be condemned for not having at 
firft entertained. ) | 
Behold a motive in favour of thofe wha, though 
they approve of our generofity, yet are reduced per- 
haps to with that it may not be merely gratuitous em 
our 
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our fide. Whatever fuccefs our arms may have in 1609. 
conjunction with thofe princes who form pretenfions Wyn 


on the fucceffion of Cleves, yet ftill thefe princes 
_ have certain fears that, one day or other, they fhall 
be divefted of all their poffeffions by the emperor, 
whenever the fituation of things come to change. 
Ts it a rafh conclufion to imagine, that this fear, 
joined to the reflections they made, on the difficulty 
of preferving provinces divided amongft them into 
fo many fragments, fo little conducive to their re- 
{pective utility, fo defirably tempting to their ene- 
mies, efpecially to a king of France of an enter- 
prifing nature, fhould not induce them, one day or 
other, to enter into an accommodation with his moft 
chriftian majefty, whether they received the value of 
thefe territories in ready money, or in fome equiva- 
lent in tracts of land, for example, in the heart of 
France, as in Berry, Bourbon Marche, and Au- 
vergne? Now, fuppofing this to happen, what 
_advantages muft accrue to France in this double 
connection of intereft and dependency, which will 
unite part of Germany with her for ever ? And what 
cannot be denied, is, that the prefent fuccours, which 
his majefty fhall grant to thefe princes, will be a 
pledge to them to demand them for the future, in 
order to preferve themfelves in their new. acquifi- 
tions, a requeft which the king can pay on demand. 
Many people may think, that what I have been fay- 
ing is purely chimerical ; and perhaps I may furprife 
feveral, by informing them thar the thing, far from 
being abfolutely impoffible, as has been imagined, 
had been ‘long in agitation by third perfons; and 
that on the day it produced itfelf, by the concur- 
rence of caufes fo favourable, was on the point of 
being propofed to the princes concerned, and might 
very probably have been accepted by them. 

But to leave thefe public and private confidera- 
tions, let us confider the thing more fimply. The 


king of France had already engaged himielf to un- ~ 


ALTER | 
dertake the fupport of thofe princes, h:d neglected 
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nothing to attach them to him; had offered them 


Von his affiftance at all times; had declared in terms 


fufficiently high, that he would allow no one to ufe 
them ill; and had alfo ordered his troops to advance 
to the Fahterk. fo that it was a point of honour 
and jultice of long continuance, and it was incon- 


+ fiftent with his character to recede. Our kings have 


been rarely infenfible to this impulfe of generofity, 
which induces them to fupport unfortunate princes. 
This was not precifely the prefent cafe. The per- 
fons in queftion had rendered real fervices to his ma- 


jefty, and fhewn, on all occafions, that nothing 


but want of power hindered them from performing 
greater.. It became Henry therefore, as a friend 
and as one obliged, to recollect all that they had 
done for him in his days of diftrefs. When Francis I. 
aided Philip Landorave of Heffe, uncle to the pre- 
fent, to reftore duke Ulric to the pofieffion of the 


duchy of Wirtenburg; when Henry II. joined Mau- 


rice, elector of Saxony, to deliver the German 
princes opprefied by Charles V. their perfonal ho- 


~ nour only, and that of their crown, induced them to - 


take thefe fteps under very confiderable inconve- 
niences. They had fewer inducements than Henry 
the Great, the motive of affection and gratitude 
only, more powerful indeed than any others. 

And here I may pofitively contradiét thofe who’ 


‘complain of involving his majefty, out of pure gal- 


Jantry, in a war with Spain, capable of inflaming 
all chriftendom, merely on account of fome foreign 
intereft, which might be adjudged without drawing 
the fword, Thefe are equally ignorant of the na- 
ture of the thing, and the confequences of the un- 
dertaking. They will at length allow, that, in the 
prefent conjuncture, the enterprile, which has for 
its mack the affurance of the fucceffion of Cleves to 
the true heirs, is an affair of fo prompt execution, 
that the public will hardly know of it, but by the 
effects? that Spain, by making peace with her pro- 
per Mal a peace by which, {uch is their ruinous 

fitua- 
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fituation, they are bettered in no refpect, hath af- 1609. 
forded us a proof of fuch a political weaknef, and ufr Q 
exhaufted condition, that fhe muft fubmit to the 
Jaws of an impofed neutrality: that the emperor is 
no longer in 4 condition to difpute with us, he being 
defrauded of his fuccours from one part of Germany; 
and we, on the other hand, having more means to 
act than we had for a confiderable time. In fhort, 
it is a fcheme which ought to coft France little more 
than to fay fhe will execute it. The event hath ju- 
ftified all this beyond contradiction. 
This therefore is properly an affair of no confe- 
quence, if we confider it as refpecting only the 
bufinefs of Cleves, and they who talk in another 
manner, do it certainly only for this reafon; that, 
{peaking according to the rules of politics, it is only 
an introduction to another more illuftrious and ex- 
tenfive, which Europe has obferved to be formed by 
his majefty, for the depreffion of the houfe of Au- 
ftria. 1am fo fincere as readily to allow that bufi- 
nefs muft be done at once, and fuch was the advice 
I gave to my mafter, who was of the fame opinion 
with myfelf. Of this I can only convince thofe who, 
like me; will examine the affair without paffion or 
prejudice, and of thofe men I hold myfelf certain, 
becaufe their opinion will be the refult of every re: 
flection that can be made upon the different fchemes 
- by which this defign may be carried on. I will give 
an account of them, fuch as they rofe in my own 
mind, when I was moft deeply engaged in thofe 
confiderations. | 
The firft opinion, and the leaft plaufible, is to 
fit quiet and fee the parties concerned fsht out their 
quarrel, or at leaft afiift our friends only with our 
councils. As policy will always direct us not to 
ftand unarmed to look upon thofe that are at ‘war, 
it would be neceflary to keep a body of troops upon 
the frontier, if for no.other purpofe than to take 
advantage of every change which any moment might 
produce, By taking this fide therefore we make no 
| D d 4 altera- 
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1609. alteration in our expences, but that we are obliged 
y to continue them longer than if, by engaging vigo- 


roufly, we fhould put an end to it at a blow. 

I fay the fame thing of the fecond fcheme, which 
appears on the firft view fufficiently fpecious, that is, 
to fupport the princes againft the houfe of Auftria ; 
not openly, but by fecret means, as we have already 
done in the war of Flanders. : The peace fubfifting 
in other refpects among all the other powers of Eu- 
rope, there was reafon to fear, left thefe private 
fuccours fhould be too weak to enable our allies to 
refift the two branches of the houfe of Auftria united 


 againft them, which is the end to be kept always in 
view, as is generally agreed; and, in this cafe, we: 


fhould have been obliged to keep at all the three 
points of land where their contefted country borders 
upon France and Flanders, a body of forces confift- 
ing at leaft of four thoufand foot, and eight hundred 
horfe, advantageoufly pofted upon our own ground, 
or in the neutral country, where however they were 
to have performed no act of hoftility, but only have 
guarded the pafiages, kept the enemy at a diftance, 
and prevented the total ruin of thofe in whofe favour 
we engaged: in this cafe the expence would have 
been great, and its confequence only the protraétion 
of that war, which, by taking it vigoroufly in hand, 
might be finifhed at a blow. It is faid in a political 
proverb; He that gives foon gives twice: ‘To which 
I fhall add another; He that gives only half gives 
twice, and gives nothing. Of this we have a late 
example in the revolt of the United Provinces, that 
this manner of fupporting an ally, which upon the 
whole is equally chargeable with a quick and power- 
ful affiftance, has no other effec than to force them 
foon or late upon an accommodation, when we might 
have withdrawn them all at once from the dominion 


. of Spain, If this be all the advantage which our 


alliance will procure to the princes of Germany, we 
oblige them but little, or not at all, there being this 
difference between them and Holland, that under 
| Ha what- 
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whatever pretenfions a treaty is offered them, it can 1609. 
only be intended as a lure, by which the emperor = 


will draw them. within his power, and deftroy them, 
and who can tell that we fhall not ourfelves feel the 
confequences ? It was a juft expreflion of Bongars, 
That Leopold in Fuliers, is a ferret in a warren. 
This fcheme therefore is of no other ufe than to fave 
the king a little perfonal trouble, who at moft would 
be under no neceflity to go farther than Chalons or 
Rheims. | 

_ Between this plan and that of a general combina- 
tion againit the houle of Auftria, another has been 
contrived of a middle kind, of which the laft Savoy 
expedition may be given as an inftance. In this it 
is laid down as a fuppofition, that the allies on each 
part act as if they had agreed amongft themfelves to 
fupport the caufe only fo. far as may be necefiary to 
gain the point openly debated, and without pretend- 
ing to infringe what they had promifed for them- 
felves in the treaty of Vervins. If this is not a mere 
{uppofition, it appears at leaft to be a fcheme of mea- 
fures that would be long, expenfive, and perplexing, 
which muft begin by a difcuffion of the proportion 
of troops, which each of the allies muft furnifh ; 
and then an enquiry after funds that may fupport 
thefe troops for two years at leaft, of which the firft 
year, and the three firft months of the next, will be 
{pent in going and coming, and fettling operations. 
The winter is rough in that country where the war 
is to be carried on; and, that the army may not be 
ruined, the cold muft be at an end before any action 
commences. In an enterprize where the king will 
not be at the head as chief of the army, it will be 
fufficient for him to put the troops defigned againft 
Cleves under a prince, or a marfhal of France ; but 
he muft, neverthelefs, make the proper preparations, 
‘and advance the neceflary money, of which the 
greater fums will be required, as he will have the 
appearance, however he may endeavour to avoid it, 
of fupporting all this burden alone, or nearly alone, 
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1609. He will be likewife obliged to keep three thoufand 
‘vy men in Dauphiné, and “the fame number in Pro- 


vence, in Languedoc, and in Guienne. I can then 
fee nothing better to be done, than to chufe a cer- 
tain number of places fo fituated as to be able to 
defend one another, and to ferve as a chain to join 
the country of Cleves with France and the United 
Provinces; and to fortify thefe cities, which will 
again be a confiderable expence. 

© Thus all thefe refleGtions bring us back to the firft 


"expedient, as the moft efficacious, to keep meafures 


no Jonger with Spain; to treat the houfe of Auftria 
as the general enemy of Europe; to raife it rivals 
and adverfaries on every fide; to pour ftrong armies 
upon it; to claim back the country of Cleves ; and, 
when we have made the demand, to do ourfelves 
juftice, by feizing upon it, and upon all the places 
which fhall be judged fufficient for the common 


_caufe, upon the fide of Luxemburg, Limburg, Aix, 


&c. at the fame inftant to extend our forces, and 
cover the frontiers of the Alps and Pyrenees: in a 
word, to fet up the ftandard, and fhow to all the 
world that the day is at laft come, for which the 
king of France has been preparing fo many years, 
and with fo much care; that this prince will fhow 
himfelf naw preceeding under the direction of ho- 
nour, armed to revenge one part of the world, for 
the attacks of an unjuft and haughty power; and 
who then will refufe to follow him ? We are affured 
by our correfpondents of almoft all Italy and Ger- 
many; we take along with us the United Provinces, 
fhowing them their enemy by our power removed 
from their frontiers; we fhall untie the hands and 
the tongues of thofe powers who are now reftrained 
by fear; and, if our endeavours are not equally fup- 
ported on all fides, the general refentment, which 
we may now make ufe of, will fecure us from being 
thwarted by more than a very {mall number. | 
‘It muft be expected that the houfe of Auftria will 


put heaven and earth into commotion to put afide, 


or 
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or to fuftain a blow that threatens their ruin ;° but 1609, , 
when an exact view is taken of all the fupport which wry~ 
fhe can be fuppofed to have, either from herfelf or 
her allies, if it be generally confeffed that Europe is 
in a ftate of agitation from which it cannot be fet 
free, but by long and cruel wars, which will per- 
haps reftore its liberty, and perhaps take it away for 
ever; can fhe chufe a better time for the determina- 
tion of her fate than this, when the hazard is leaft, 
and the fuccefs moft likely? This is what I have 
now to fay, without anticipating the particulars 
which I have promifed to give of the great defigns 
of Henry IV. and the manner in which they were 
to be put in execution. nt | 
It was the partifans of Spain, the fupporters of 
the Old League, the enemies of the proteftants, and 
the difaffeéted French, jealous of the king’s,glory, 
and the kingdom’s profperity, who ufed their utmoft 
endeavours to. diffuade his majefty from engaging in 
thofe great defigns, which he had formed; but, 
finding that all their efforts had. proved ineffectual, 
and that he was upon the point of carrying, them 
into,execution, they exerted all the arts which yet 
remained. : They took advantage of Henry’s pro- 
penfity to pleafure, and fought to raife a, conflict in 
his mind, between his defire of fame and thofe in- 
clinations which. made a foft and voluptuous life too 
alluring. Again they endeavoured to fill him with 
fufpicions of the whole body of proteftants in gene- 
ral, and of mein particular: they placed before his 
eyes his kingdom torn to pieces by factions, who 
eagerly expected a war, at a time when they might 
act their treafons with impunity ; -and the princes 
his afiociates, as artful deceivers, who laughed at 
his vain projects. There were fome moments 
when Henry, tho’ upon his. guard againft this fort 
of artifice, fuffered himfelf to be fhaken by it; and” 
I myfelf perhaps contributed. to difcourage him with- 
out knowing it, by reprefenting to him, that a prince, 
who. had expanded his heart to. entertain defigns fo 
ay noble, 
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1609. noble, ought to begin the execution of them, by 
wy fhutting out all fondnefs for trifling amufements, 


and expences, which had only mere conveniency in 
view: that, on a like occafion, Ferdinand,: and Ifa- 
bella of Caftile, and feveral of our own kings, had 
leffined the expences of their houfhold; as likewife 
thofe of the queen. In a word, I told him, that 
he cught no more to think of pleafure, but in van- 
quifhing his enemies; or, at leaft, till victory was 
his own. | | 

It happened very fortunately to fix the wavering 
in nd of Henry, that the German princes, of their 
own accord, and in oppofition to the emperor, held 
an affembly at Hall, in Suabia, to deliberate upon 
the means of reftoring the circles to their former li- 
berty. They met there on the day appointed, to 
the number of eighteen or twenty*. The Venetians, 
the prince of Orange, the States of Holland, and 
the duke of Savoy, who had at laft taken a refolu- 
tion to engage in the common caufe, fent deputies 
thither to’ reprefent them; the manifeftos, which 
were carefully circulated, joined to the public dif- 
courfe ; and what was privately intimated by Boif- 
fife+, and other agents of his majefty, had fo good 
an effect, that it was publicly deliberated to ftop the 
progrefs of the houfe of Auftria; and it was refolv- 
ed, that ambaffadors fhould be fent to his moft 
chriftian majefty, in the name of the affembled 
powers, to offer him all their forces, and to demand 
a promife of his, when required. Thefe ambaffa- 
dors were appointed, and fét out directly. ase 

Henry had juft given them their firft audience, 
when he came to the Arfenal to tell me all they had 
faid and offered, and to ¢onfult with me upon the 
anfwer he fhould give to their propofals. He de- 
fired me to confider the matter attentively, while he 


* See the names of thefe princes, de Villeroi, Vol. III. p. 230, & feq. 
M. de Boiffife’s fpeech, the manner —Merc, Frang., anno i650. Siri, 
and refolutions of this affembly, in ib. Vol, IV. p. 68. 

Vol, 9765, MSS,R— Mem. d’etat fF John de Thumery de Boiffife. 
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went to dine at Zamet’s; adding, that he would 1600. 
return, and pafs part of the afterncon with me in “w~ 


my garden, where he appointed me to meet him. 
We met there accordingly, and Henry, taking 
my hand, ordered every one to retire, and went to 
the terrace, which was the place where we ufually 
held our moft ferious converfations. ‘ Well, faid 
‘€ his majefty, what do you think of our affairs, 
‘€ for fome are of one opinion, and fome of ano- 
‘ ther.” This appearing to me a favourable op- 
portunity to confirm him in his refolution, I fhewed 
him plainly, that thofe who oppofed it were doubt- 
lefs excited to do fo by fecret motives, which I 
feemed to be ignorant of; fince, if we examined 
things in three principal points of view, namely, 
with regard to his own perfon, the ftate of affairs 


within his kingdom, and of thofe without, there 


were no difficulties to be comprehended ; for, with- 
out flattery, he was, in the opinion of the French 
nation, fuperior to the greateft warriors and ftatef- 
men of his age; and that fuch a fchool could not 
fail of ‘producing men excellent in both capacities, 
_as it had already done, which would afift him in 
bearing the weight of a new burden he was prepar- 
ing for himfelf and them. With regard to the af- 
fairs at home, there were neither princes, grandees, 
nor cities in his kingdom, which were in a condition; 
who were difpofed, or had the means of retarding 
his enterprife, much lefs prefume to attack him, 
when they faw him at the head of all the forces of 
Europe: and, befides this, he was going to open 
a theatre where thofe braggarts would find occalions 
of fignalizing themfelves much more glorioufly than 
in dark plots, where nothing was to be-ga'ned but 
infamy: and, laftly, as to the affairs without the 
kingdom, the diffigulty of uniting fo many powers 
in the fame defign, which had hitherto,been confi- 
_ dered as the only one to be feared, would be hap- 
pily removed in a very fhort time. 

4 ‘4 And 
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‘ And now, Sire, faid I, all that remains to be 
* confidered, is, whether you have the means of 
continuing the war as long as it is neceffary upon 
the fame foot as you are going to begin it; for I 
<< fee plainly, that France is the hinge upon which 
‘all muft turn: therefore, purfued I, I think it fit 
“ to tell your majeity, that with regard to thé chief 
‘ point, which is money, provided your war con- 
tinues only three years, and that you have not 
‘ occafion for more than forty thoufand men, I will 
«¢ fupply you with money fufficient for them, with- 
‘ out laying any new tax upon your people; and 
«< as for other things, fuch as provifions, ammu- 
ce nition, and artillery, I will thew you fuch a quan- 
« tity of them, that you fhall acknowledge there 
<< ig enough; and then, I believe, we fhall make 
«¢ wwar in fuch a manner, that of the three ftandards, 
‘ white, black, and red *, we fhall not need to 
<< difplay any but the firft, and that once for all: 
« the fate of thofe who frrtt refift will be a leffon 
<< for all the reft.” < But not to interrupt you,” faid _ 
his majefty to me, ‘* pray, how much money have 
<< 1? for I never yet knew exactly.” How much 
‘ do you think you have, Sire?” replied I. “ Have 
 ‘[ twelve millions?” faid he. ‘ A little more,” 
faid 1. ‘* How! fourteen?” refumed he, going on 
{till augmenting it two millions more each time, be- 
caufe my conftant anfwer was @ little more, till he 
came to thirty millions. ‘* Oh! I afk no more,” 
cried he, embracing me in a tranfport of joy. “I 
‘© have drawn up a paper, faid I, by which your 
“¢ majefty will find that you may depend upon a 
‘ new fund of forty millions extraordinary, without 
‘ encroaching upon the ufual expences of your 
« houfhold and the ftate, upon a fuppofition, how- 
« ever, that my. ccconcmy is not*traverfed.” ‘ And 
ak 
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© # By this expreffion, the author tention was once made, and after 


_ means, that no prince or ftate would they had punifhed the firft who 


refufe to join their forces to thofe fhould endeavour to oppofe them. 
of the confederates, after their in- 
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«6 where is this” paper | >” faid Henry precipitately. 16009. 
€ I will give it you, Sire, I replied, whenever you Lys 


‘ pleafe, written with my own hand.” 

‘I afterwards fhewed his majefty a way howco.be 
affifted, both in men and money, by his allies, pro- 
vided-that he would continue fixed in this part of 
his defigns, in purfuance of which, as we had agreed, 
he would enrich them with all the conguelts he 
gained from the houfe of Auftria, without referving 


any thing for himfelf. ‘« How! faid Henry, would 


‘ you have me expend fixty millions in conquering 
“* territories for others, and keep nothing for my- 
‘ felf? And pray what is to become of Spain? you 
‘ fay nothing of her.’’ , ** Spain, Sige, I replied, 
is to remain as fhe is: we muft not take any 
“¢ thing from her king: fhe muft ferve to keep all 


:< thofe whom your liberalities have enriched under 
_ the fhadow of your protection, a king of Spain 


being always powerful enough to opprefs them 


"se feparately : ; when no longer fupported by you, 


“ they will never fail in the gratitude and refpect 
“, they owe you.” I likewife, without having re- 
courfe to that general maxim, That too great extent 
of territory rather weakens than ftrengthens a go- 
vernment, eafily brought Henry to acknowledge, 
that many inconveniencies would attend his appro- 
priating the conquered countries to himfelf; that it 


would be a fubject for eternal hatred and jealoufy 3° 


and, all things confidered, the greateft and moft folid 
advantage he could acquire by his conquefts, if he 
diftributed them with equity, was, aright, of being 


regarded as the fole benefactor lads arbitrator of Eu- 


rope. 

What I moft earneftly recommended to him, was, 
to guard againft every poffible reverfe of fortune ; 
as, for example, if he fhould be abandoned or be- 


_. trayed by his allies, to have it always in his power 


to bring back his armies into his own kingdom, not 
only without danger, but honour, to facilitate which 
nothing was more pe lnsactlary. | than. to build forts at 


pro- 
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1609. proper diftances on the road of Cléves. To this 
un piece of advice, [ added another, which was to pro- 


vide great plenty of provifions in the neighbourhood 
of thofe provinces ; for, befides that, it was not eafy 
to.carry them through a country fo enclofed and 
crofied by rivers as that was, the whole canton was 
divided among feveral little princes, who had alrea- 
dy gathered in the fruits of the prefent harveft, great 
part of it being pillaged before: that it would be fcarce 
poflible for an army to fubfift there fifteen days, 
without being obliged to have recourfe to the ma- 
gazines of thofe princes, where every thing would 
be fet at fo high a price, that all his money would 
fcarcely fuffice to purchafe what was wanted. I 
therefore told his majefty, that I would, if he con- 
fented to it, fend for the merchants with whom I 
ufed formerly to treat, when I had any great enter- 
prifes in hand, and would agree with them for every 
thing we had occafion for at a reafonable price. 

The kiñg, at parting, collecting in one view all 
that I had faid to him, told me, that he was going 
to confider of the refolution it was proper for him 
to take, and defired that I would not neglect to ex- 
amine every thing with the deepeft attention; that 
he would come very often and confer with me; and 
that I might begin to make all thofe preparations I 
had mentioned ; by which.I concluded that I had 
obtained part, at leaft, of what I defired. : 

I fent for the merchants of Liege, Aix, Tiers, 
and Cologne, with whom I made the following a- 
greement: That they fhould furnifh me, in the fpace 
of three months, with all forts of ammunition, pro- 
vifions, forage, and warlike ftores, and fend them 
to that part of the frontier near Cléves, which [ 
fhould appoint. I had drawn up an exact lit of 
every thing which was neceflarÿ for an army of 
twenty-five thoufand foot, and five thou/and horfe, 
at the fame price they bore in the prefent fair the 
month of October: that I, on my fide, fhould ad- 
vance them the fum of fix hundred tioufand arin 

which 
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which fhould remain ‘in their hands a year atleaft, 1600. 
giving them at Paris a million for fecurity of this YO 
fum, which was to indernnify them for the expences 
of purchafe, felling at Jofs, wafte, and other acci- 
dents. | 

: The king was fo well pleafed with my proceed- 
ings, that he ordered me to put the finifhing hand 
to them, and, in the overflowings of his joy, re- 
counted all to Sillery, Villeroi, and Jeannin, and af- 
terwards to the count of Soiffons, cardinal Joyeufe*, _ 
the duke of Epernon, and feveral others, fome of 
whom applied themfelves with fuch malice and dex- 
terity to make him believe that I had drawn him 
into my fnares, by fending thofe magazines out of 
the kingdom, which I had long wifhed for an op- 
portunity of doing, to appropriate them to myfelf, 
that this prince, tho’ already prejudiced againft 
every thing which came from them, at length fwal- 
lowed the poifon; and when he faw me, fome days 
afterwards, afked me if the contract for provifions 
was figned.. I replied it was not; becaufe [ thought 
it a thing of too much confequence to be done with- 
out a previous application to the council, which had 
not met fince. Henry, who in this procedure ought 
* to have found nothing but exaétnefs, thought it had 
an appearance of falfhood and artful precaution, 
which confirmed his fafpicions, and therefore bid me 
not conclude the bargain till I had an order from 
him. ‘¢ Sire,” replied I, ftill ignorant of his mean- 
ing, ‘the merchants will not ftay.” < If they will 
‘6 not ftay,” refumed he, with the fame drynefs and 
referve, ‘* they may go back again.”” This opened 
my eyes, and anger being now rouzed in my breaft 
as well as his, TI begin to perceive, Sire, faid I, 
* that you have fomething in your thoughts which 
‘ Tam not to know: I fhall fend the merchants 
‘€ back, fince you will have it fo; but you will be 
“ pleafed to remember this affair another time.” 


# Francis de Joyeufe, | 
Vou. IV. rea. Saying 
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1609.. Saying this we feparated with great coldnefs on both 
nm fides. 


No more mention was made of the provifions till 
along time after, when the king coming to the Arfe- 
nal to confer with me upon other affairs, before fome 
of his courtiers, as ufual, took me afide, and faid, 
sé J have been informed that the States of Holland. 
<¢ will fend ambaffadors to me in a few days, to : 
<< fettle all that we are to do: in the mean time, 
** Jet us make the neceflary preparations, that no- 
thing may be wanting on our part.” . This was — 
all he faid then. The deputies arrived foon after 
with letters from the prince of Orange and the coun- 
cil of the States, for his majefty and for me. Henry 
opened them all, and finding that they affured him 

they would anfwer for the fuccefs of his, enterprize,, 
provided he would take the precaution to have all the 
neceffary provifions upon the fpot, giving him the 
fame advice on this occafion as I myfelf had done,, 
he began to be difabufed, and, clofing my letters 
again, gave them to L’Ofer ai to carry to me. [ 
found ont this artifice immediately, and thought it 
allowable to return it with another, for as good a 
purpofe. I fealed my letters, after I had read them 
as he had done, and agreed with L’Oferai that he 
fhould bring them to me, as if for the firft time, 
when the king, who was to come in the afternoon 
to the Arfenal, was with me. 

Henry came accordingly, and began the conver- 
fation, by afking me if I had received letters. from 
Meffieurs the States : *¢ For I am informed, faidhe, 
“ that there are fome for you.” ‘I have not got 
‘ them, Sire,” replied I. ‘ You will:have them 
** foon, refumed the king; for I have given orders. 
‘ to have them brought to you, and mine alfo: 
but, in the meantime, let us talk about the pro- 
‘ vifions; for we fhall go at atime when there is © 
“* none to be got.” “ I forefaw this long ago, Sire, 
<¢ faid I, and I would have given proper orders for 
‘* every thing that was neceflary : you yourfelf not 

“ only 
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“only approved of my difpatch, but even com-, 1600. 
© manded it. However you have, by the malice LAN 
s“ of my enemies, been perfuaded to alter your re- 

<< folution, the ‘inconveniency of which will, I am 
“afraid, fall heavy upon you; for that which 
© might have been had eafily; and at a moderate 
~ &¢ price, at that!time, which was the feafon of har- 
© S¢veft, ‘will be very dearly and with difficulty pur- 

t+ chafed now ; and) what is ftill worfe, I know not 

-¢ whether any ‘one will be bold enough to undertake 
sto fufnifh with provifions ‘an army of more than 
~ © at hundred and’ fifty: thoufand men, and thirty 
#6 thoufand’ horfes” «* Who will undertake it? 

: replied Henry ; why you,’ unlefs you have an m- 
 &/clination to offend me.”  < T would: rather die 

‘© than offend you, Sire, faid1; but you ought not 
“se “to lay your commands upon me todo what is now 

-€¢ become impoffible, fince you would not permit 
mie to do it at a proper time.” Let us fpeak 


1% no more of what is paft, refumed the king ; think 


only of the: future. You muft undertake this 

‘#6 affair yourfelf, and, to your other pofts and em- 
_ << ployments, add that of fuperintendant of provi- 
-<“fons. I defire, ‘as a friend, that you will accept 
+66: of this office ;: for I know, if you act as you have 
2€ always done, you will acquit yourfelf well in it.” 
1°: T teprefented ‘to’ his majefty very ferioufly, that I 
~ had already fufficient bufinefs upon my hands in the 

care/of the artillery, which alone, and in the prefent 
“conjuncture efpecially, | might employ four: perfons s 
“béfides which, T had ‘all the@rdifary expences of the 
>" ftate to provide, thofe of his’majefty’s houfhold, the 

‘queen’s, and their children’; as likewife\of the for- 


~ stifications, buildings; and other public works; and, 


~daftly, for all his troops, either at home or abroad. 
How! interrupted Henry, do’ you really refufe 
-5€ then to grant a requeft, whith make you as one 
‘ friend would another? If you continue thus ob- 
«© ftinate, I fhall believe that“you no longer love 
5§ me; ‘and that you really nourifh thofe defigns, 
: : 19 2% 6 which, 


La 


ME MO ÏI.R S Book XXVIE 


‘6 which, for a long time, endeavours-have been 
‘ ufed to perfuade me you do.” ‘* What, Sire,” 
faid I haftily (taking advantage of the words which 
had efcaped him) ‘am I then indeed fo unhappy, 
‘ that, when I facrifice my life for your fervice,. 
sé your honour, and your fame, you fhould ftill 
“ return, and on the flighteft fuggeftions, to fuf- 


_ & picions of my fidelity. This, I confefs, wounds 


« me cruelly, deprives me of all courage to ferve 


4 you, and will at length put an end to my life.” 


« Well,” refumed Henry, who had refolved to 
expofe me to all kinds of affaults, ‘ fince you think 
<< in this manner, I fhall eafily find a remedy for alk 
<¢ thefe difficulties: we muft break off our journey, 
‘¢ pafs the time as well as we can, and live in peace 
with all the world; agree with all parties, and 
‘ give them money to make them eafy: for we 
«¢ have amafied a great quantity, and we will ufe it 
<< for that purpofe.” ‘It is well refolved on, Sire, 
<¢ replied I; and, for myfelf, I declare, that J am 
<< fatisfied, fince it will free me from many vexa- 
‘ tions, watchings, labours, reproaches, and dan- 


à $4 gers,” 


Henry interrupted me here with an emotion of 
rage he was not able toreftrain, and reproached me 
with being a diffembler. ‘* I know, faid he, that 
“ what you have faid, is far from being your real 
Se thoughts or defires: it is you who would be moft 
‘ grieved if we do not make war, which you have 


. “ fo long and fo earneftly prefled me todo.” ‘It 


é is true, Sire, replied I, that I think fortune pre- 
‘¢ fents you with a favourable opportunity to acquire 


- * honour and fame, if you are difpofed to improve 
. “it; but, if not, it is fit that your fervants fhould 


‘* pretend not to fee it. I added, that his great de- 
‘ fons not only turned upon his own perfon, but 
‘ alfo depended fo entirely upon himfelf, that, as 


-. * he alone would fecure the fuccefs, fo likewife, by 


‘ one fingle gefture, or word imprudently uttered, 


_ * he might ruin them forever.’? At length, hav- 


ing 
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ing endeavoured to hit upon a medium which might 
compofe the difference between us, ‘ If your ma- 
‘ jefty, faid I, will be pleafed to commit the fuper- 


€ 
“€ intendance of the provifions to Meffieurs Jeannin 


Lai 


got 
1609. 
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and Caumartin, I promife to affift them with my 


“ advice, my labour, and my credit; and alfo with 
‘ men and money, with a folicitude as great 
as if my life depended upon it: but; if I under- 
take the office alone, you will never be perfuad- 
‘ ed to believe, that the difficulties which may arife 
< have any other caufe than my negligence or want 
of attachment to you.” ‘ Well! replied Henry, 
I fhall fee what is tobe done. However, if thofe 
perfons will not engage in the affair without you, 
you muft prepare to labour in conjunction with 
them, unlefs you refolve to fee me break off my 
“journey.” L?Oferai entering that moment with 
the letters, he received a fevere reprimand from the 
king, for neglecting to bring them to me before. 

~ From this time his majefty was continually em- 
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ployed in making preparations for his great enter- __ 


_ prife. The councils which were held from thence 
forwards were kept very fecret, and moit frequently 
met at the Arfenal. The king always admitted M. 
de Vendôme to thefe councils; and Jaboured to in- 
ftruct him, as well in all affairs of ftate, as of war. 
He perceived, that there was a little coldnefs be- 
tween this prince and myfelf; and, being refolved to 
reconcile us, took the following method to effec it: 
“ [have been informed,” faid he to me one day, 
‘€ that my fon de Vendômé, and yours, are at va- 
riance with each other. JI am defirous of recon- 
ciling them: fend for your fon to-morrow morn- 
ing at eight o’clock into your clofet; I will bring 
my fon thither at that hour, and talk to them 
both.” Accordingly, when we were met, Henry 
took the young men, each by'the hand, and faid to 


€ 


La) 


« 


nv Uw 


‘ 


< 


Lai 


A&G 


them, “ You fee how greatly I love M. de Sully, | 


‘ and with what freedom I live with him. I would 
« have you two onthe fame terms with each other, 
Re 3 ‘ -and 
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« and follow our adyice,. we who are old and experi- 
<< enced, tothe end, that your youth may. fupport 
«€ itfelf with the prop of our age. And you, my 
<< fon, honour and refpect the duke of Sully as my- 
« felf; and often vifit him, that you may learn 
from him the art of war, and method to be ufed 
“¢ in bufinefs of ftate : through his affection for me, 
<¢ he will communicate his knowledge to you as 
freely as to his own fon, whom I defire you 
: would love as your brother; and I.command you 
both to bury in oblivion whatever may have oc- 
cafioned any abatement of your former friend- 
fhip.” 
I ee with pleafure pine} new obftacle removed 
every day. The alliance, which had been propofed 
to the duke of Savoy *, and which had been already 
mentioned, was eagerly accepted. The king : of 
Sweden offered himfelf as an ally to France ; ‘and, 
to connect the interefts of both crowns more fecure- 
ly, gave the king to underftand that it would be in 
France where he would feek for a wife for the prince 
his fon, who, young as he was, courageoufly {e- 
conded all his brave refolutions. The kings of 
England and Denmark were already, above half 
gained. The proteftants of Hungary, Bohemia, 
Moravia, Silefia, and the upper Auftria, ftimulated 
by our agents, and yet more determined by the 
cruelties which the emperor’s minifters, excited by 
the jefuits, practifed upon them, had lately affured 
us, that, as foon as the war. fhould be declared, 
they would make a powerful diverfion in thofe bor- 


* See the treaty concluded this 


year between France and Savoy,: 


in Nevers’s Memoirs, Vol, II. p. 
$32, and the definitive treaty figned 
at Brufol, the 25th of April, in the 


year following; by which the king” 


of France engages, amongft other 
things, to put the duke of Savoy in 
poffeffion of the Milanefe, ib. p. 
880. This treaty is fet forth, ac- 
cording to the Italian original, by 


Vittorio Siri, ib, Vol. II. p. 236. 
But this writer contradiéts himfelf, 


by faying, Vol. I. p. 512, that it 


was the duke of Sully who nego- 
tiated this agreement between 
France and Savoy; and afferting 
afterwards, p. 566, that it was the 
duke of Sully’s intention the duke 
of Savoy fhould reap no other ad- 
vantage from it, than only to ob- 


tain the protection of France. 
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ders.of Germany. . We found, by letters from Bon- 1600. 
gars, and the Landgrave of Hefle, that the eleCtor www) 


of Saxony would not be prevailed upon to take part 
againit the emperor; but, to make amends for this 
bad news; the elector of Bavaria entered into an un- 
limited engagement with us, upon condition that he 
fhould be chofen to fucceed the emperor, and actu- 
ally named: king:of the Romans. The Swifs can- 
tons appeared very favourably difpofed towards us. 
In a word, none could refift the allurements of thofe 
conquefts, which all were made to expect. The 
Pope himfelf, the moft difficult in appearance to be 
gained, fhewed he was not infenfible: upon my 
telling the nuncio one day, that I intended to make 
his mafter a king, he thanked me for this news, 
which, he faid, was the beft he could ever impart 
to his holinefs. 

But a refource ftill more certain, which we had 
begun to make ufe of, in cafe of a refufal from 
the fovereign Pontiff, and all the little ftates of I- 
taly, as Florence, Mantua, Montferrat, Modena, 
Urbino, Genoa, and Lucca, was to march with 
an army into the Milanois, and force them all æi- 
ther to join or contribute, at leaft, fome fums of 
money to the common armament. Lefdiguiéres 
had been commiffioned to fet on feot a bedy of 


twelve thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe, with 


a train of artillery confifting of twelve pieces of 
cannon; and, while he was employed in making 
thefe levies, I fet apart every month a fund of a 
hundred thoufand crowns for their maintenance, the 
affignments for which were expediated: and. already 
fent. I expected.that the duke of Savoy, the Ve- 
netians, who were the, moft. zealous for, as indeed 


they were the, moft interefted in this part of the 


{cheme, and. the Pope, in cafe. we could prevail 
upon him to declare himfelf, would each furnifh as 
YAUCR Vo tétons Pol ov 

. The ftorm began now to gather towards Germa- 
ny. . They had actually levied, for the great army 
. Xe which 
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which was deftined for Cleves, twenty thoufand 
foot, four thoufand horfe, and got ready a train of 
artillery confifting of no lefs than fifty cannons: 
the carriages, hories, mules, and all the reft of the 
baggage in proportion were alike well furnifhed, 
and in a fit condition for fervice. The levies fi- | 
nifhed, the army began to file off towards Cleves. 
Although the war was not yet declared, the compa- 
ny of two hundred men of arms, called the queen’s, 
of which I was captain-lieutenant, received orders 
to be at Mézieres, on the laft day of July, complete 
and fully equipped. | 

The king, who delayed to fet up his ftandard 
till the next fpring fhould afford a proper time to 


_ take the field, refolved to avoid every thing that 


might look like invafion till within ten days of his 
fetting out. He wrote to the archduke, acquaint+ 
ing hm, that, being folicited by the lawful heirs of 
the duke of Cleves to affift them againft certain 
perfons, who, fupported by feveral powerful princes, 
attempted to poffefs themfelves of their dominions, 
he could not refufe to aid them ; and, as the road 
his army was to take lay through his territory, he 
entreated him to confent to his marching through 
as a friend; that he would commit no aét of hofti- 
lity,, unlefs forced to it; and would keep his troops 
under exact difcipline. The archduke’s anfwer, 
which did not arrive till after his mayefty’s death, 
was to this effect: . 
‘ My lord, It is in the quality of one of the 
humbleft of your fervants, that 1 entreat you 
will march through my territories: my gates fhall 
be open to you, and ‘provifions at your fervice, 
relying «upon the affurance your majefty will, 
I hope, be pleafed to give, that no act of hofti- 
lity fhall be committed during your march.” 

- Such: was the ftate of affairs in France at the con- 
clufion of the year 1609, the laft months of which 
Henry. had folely employed in bringing ‘his fcheme 
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to perfection. The beginning of the following year 
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produced no change in his refolutions, nor intermif’ 1609. 
fion to his labour: he was fo entirely engroffed by 7 


them, that he often made very indifcreet confidences. 
On New-year’s Day, when I went to make him the 
ufual compliments and prefents, he was fo well 
pleafed with the device of the medals I brought 
him, that he put two of them in his pocket to fhew 
to fome of the courtiers. Upon thefe medals was 


reprefented the globe of the earth, felf-balanced in 


the midft of an atmofphere, and affaulted, .in vain, 
by winds and ftorms; with thefe words in Latin 
upon the exergue of the medal, Suo /e pondere fulcit ; 
altogether expreffing the analogy between this em: 
blem and the condition of our affairs, which, by 
the wife government of Henry, was capable of 
triumphing over all the efforts of our enemies: 


His majefty, at his rifing from dinner, found the | 


count of Soiffons and the cardinals de Joyeufé and 


- Du-Perron converfing together in his library : he 


fhewed them the medals; and’ thefe gentlemen, to 
pleafe him, enlarged upon the praifes he beftowed 
on me, faying, that ] was fo much the more wor- 
thy of them, as, that in men of quality, a tafte 
for the belles lettres was feldom found united with 


the talents neceffary to form a complete ftatefman and 


foldier. 

I was prefent at this difcourfe, together with ma- 
ny other perfons, who had followed the king into 
the library. He ordered all to retire, except M. 


de Vendôme, that he might converfe with thofé 1 | 


have firft mentioned. La-Varenne and Béringhen 
ftaid likewife; but kept near the door. I was ex- 
tremely uneafy when I heard his majefty begin to 
talk of his great project before feveral perfons whom 
I knew were not all equally well affected to his-in- 
tereft ; and my uneafinefs encreafed upon his faying, 
That he would give Spain and the houfe of Auftria 
fuch a blow, as would prevent them, for the fu- 
ture, from being confidered as formidable enemies 
by France, whatever change might happen, pit 
} wit 
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1609. with regard to the royal-family, or in the form of 
y his government. Thefe,words were fufficiently im- 


prudent; but he did not ftop here, and was upon 
the point of betraying, his fecret, by difcovering cir- 
cumftances of great importance. He no longer 
remembered what he had often faid to me the year 
before, That he was befet with men who were con- 
tinually laying {nares for him, to penetrate into the 
bottom of his heart, and whofe curiofity, on this 
occafion, could not but proceed from a. very bad 
motive. | 

I took the liberty to pull him by the cloak, with- 
out, any one’s perceiving it, which he underftood fo 
well, that he {topped short as if he had forgot fome- 
thing; ‘* My memory, faid he, grows. extremely 
“ bad: Icannot recollect the names of perfons, 
< cities, and countries. I entreat you,” purfued 
he, turning to me, ‘to draw up memorials of all 
<< my own defigns, their caufes, and theexpedients 
<< neceflary for effecting them : as likewife to give 
‘ me in writing the fubftance of all the converfa- 
‘ tions we have had together on thefe fubjects, as 
<< far back as you,can recollect, that, when my 
<¢ memory is refrefhed, 1. may communicate all, to 
‘ fuch of my fervants whom I judge moft worthy 
of my confidence.” Thus did he extricate him- 
felf from the neceffity.he was under of faying more, 
fince he had faid fo much. 1 replied, that I would 
not fail to give him thofe memorials he required ; 
but that the work was not fo fhort, nor fo eafy to 
be executed, as that I could promife to fatisfy him, 
unlefs I had prepared thofe papers long before: not- 
withftanding which, I was apprehenfive that they 
would be defective in. many circumftances, which 
J could only know from his own mouth, and upon 
which we had only had fhort and interrupted con- 


ferences. The converfation ended in this manner. 


The king took part of the courtiers with him to 
hunt, and I went home to collect my. papers, and 
put them in order... Some of thofe upon the affairs 
Le OF 
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of the finances were of great importance ; but did 1609. 
not directly relate to his majefty’s vaft defigns. I vs 


fet apart fuch as I judged moft neceflary, ‘and fix 
days. afterwards carried them to his majefty, telling 
him, when I prefented them, that thofe perfons, 
= who looked with an evil eye upon his project, 
would be much more mortified if they knew what 
I had to fhew him. What! faid the king, have 


< you then concealed any thing of importance upon 


€ this fabject from me? I know not how to be- 


€ lieve it.” I anfwered, that was not the cafe; 
but that a thoufand things, which, mentioned fg 


parately,; are difficult to be remembered, when - 


collected together ftrike the imagination more for- 
cibl 
Fausse the papers I left with his 2 ated thofe 

which related to his defign were only general ones. 
When he had examined them, he came to the Arfe- 
nal, and, fhutting himfelf up with me in my clo- 
fet, ‘ I have read your memorials, faid he, feve- 
“ ral times; there are many good things in them 
‘ eafily to be underftood and executed ; but there 
are others that require fome confideration, and i in 
which I do not think you will find your account.” 

I expected, Sire, replied I, to hear you fpeak 
thus; but, before you go any farther, I beg you 
will allow me to tell you, that I have two other 
papers to fhew you, which, I am perfuaded, 
will clear up all your doubts, and fatisfy you en- 
tirely.” . Oh, have you fo? faid the king: 
< Well, give them tome; I will read them at, my 
A leifure, and then tell you my fentiments of them.” 
In effet, thefe fecond memorials contained only 
fome explanations of the former, and fatisfactory 
anfwers to the doubts which might be raifed, or 
dificulties-that might be alledged.. In thefe, like- 
wife, the king found how great a number of fol- 
diers it was necefary to raife for the execution of 
his vaft defigns,. and. what ARE Ys it pans require 
tO maintain ‘them. ( 
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r60g9. The king was eager to fee thefe other papers, and 
SA came himilelf for them to the Arfenal. He took 
his reading glafs, which lay upon a table in my clo- 
fet, and read them quite through with great atten- 
tion, declaring afterwards, that the memorials I 
had given him, eight days before, were fufficiently 
explained by thefe; and that he now began to en- 
tertain hopes of fuccefs, feeing that fuch vaft fums 
were at prefent amaffed, or might be very eafily. 
«¢ For, provided we have money, faid he, I know I 
¢ fhall not want foldiers, courage, or diligence.” “I 
<< am fure of it, Sire, faid I; and there is nothing too 
“ great for you to perform, or above what I ex- 
“ pect from you. But here,” added I, fhewing 
him a_little paper written and figned with my own 
hand, “is fomething which will remove all your 
‘ doubts.”” Henry looking upon it, and perceiv- 
ing that it was an account of what fums were then 
actually in his coffers, which amounted to thirty-fix 
millions, embraced me eagerly three times; then, 
folding it up carefully and rifing, ‘ Thefe two pa- 
<< pers, faid he, have given me great pleafure. I 
« fee there is a fecure fund for my expences.” 
You mutt not think,” Sire, replied I, as we came 
out of the clofet, ‘that this is all I am able to do; 
& no, in a cafe of extreme neceffity, I may perhaps 
‘< find the means of producing you as much more: 
‘© your Kingdom is fo fertile and opulent, that it 
‘ cannot be drained, provided good management 
“ be ufed; and that the money deftined for the war 
“ be not applied to other purpofes.” I fhall not 
give the reader the trouble of examining all thefe 
accounts in this place, as I propofe to infert them 
exactly, in the expofition I fhall fhortly make of 
Henry’s great defigns. 

His majefty went again to Fontainebleau at the 
beginning of March ; but he ftaid there only fifteen 
days: and, by the letters I received from him dur- 
ing that time, it-was plain he never loft fight of his 
project. They all turned upon circumftances relat- 
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ing to the war: in one,: he mentions recruiting the 609. 
five companies of the regimentiof Piemont to two Goya 


hundred men each: ‘in another, a company of light 
-horfe;, which he had: commanded Saubife to raife, 
giving him ‘twelve thoufand livres for that purpofe ; 
-and ordered me to carry it to account immediately : 
in another, he directed me to confer with the chan- 
cellor Villeroi and Jeannin about all that was mecef- 
fary for furnifhing his troops with provifions, and to 
-chufe the magazines along the Maes preferably to all 
‘others: in another of his letters, he laid down the 
order that was to be obferved in levying his foldiers, 
their march; to the place of rendezvous, their en- 
-rolment, and many other details of the fame kind. 
This letter was addrefied more :particularly to me, 
becaufe it related to the levies which were to be made 
in my government. | 


: + I fhall fupprefs, as ufual, feveral other letters like 


_thofe of the former years, which turned wholly upon 
{mall payments, and. affairs of the finances; and 
fhall tranfcribe only one, which the king thought 
proper to fend me, in anfwer to fome words that 
had efcaped me, concerning the pleafure he took in 
hunting, sand in refiding at Fontainebleau. ‘¢ My 
friend, Ihave heard what you faid upon my hunt- 
‘ ing, and my ftay here; but do not imagine, that 
‘¢ the pleafure I find in either fhall leffen my atten- 
tion to make the neceffary preparations for our 
journey, or the raifing my army, in all that de- 
pends upon me: do you only take care to provide 
money and artillery, that nothing may be want- 
ing ;) but more efpecially provifions: for, accord- 
ing to thé account you have givennme. of the am- 
baffadors neceflary to be fent to the foreign courts, 
- & the prefidents Jeannin and Caumartin muft be of 
the number. The others I leave to your choice ; 
for to you I fhall apply on every occafion, 1 
have often confidered what you faid to me con- 
. “cerning my wife and another perfon, and the 
-* promifes you exact from me. I fhall fpeak to 

“© you 
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‘ you more fully on this fubject when I fee you, 


Uw ‘ which will be in two days.’ Adieu, my friend: 


to the ier gens and Montglat to Conftantinople. 


‘€ Fontainebleau, March r5.°° 

Henry, at his return from Fontainebleau, em- 
ployed the remainder of March, and all April en- 
tirely, in putting the finifhing hand to every thing 
that ftill remained to be done for opening the cam- 
paign, which he was refolved to do as foon as pof- 
fible. He came frequently to the Arfenal, and 
remained many hours fhut up with me alone. The 
time pañled away very fwiftly while we difcourfed 
upon the accomplifhment of his great defigns; and 
a thoufand confiderations, which, at the eve of fo 
important an enterprife, prefented themfelves to his 
mind, both with refpeét to foreign affairs and the 
neceffary difpofition of thofe at home, that no in- 
convenience and diforder might attend his abfence. 
For this purpofe, the king ordered me to compole a 
long memorial upon war and affairs of ftate, which, 
after we had together examined every particular, he 
took pleafure in correcting with his own hand. 

His majefty appointed the following perfons ta 
refide in the quality of ambaffadors in the feveral 
courts of Europe, while he was employed in the 
execution of his great defign: My brother was to 
be fent to Rome, and the other principalities and 
republics of Italy, who had not yet declared for the 
confederacy ; Bullion to the Venetians, and the duke. 
of Savoy ; Caumartin to the Swifs cantons, Grifons, © 
and their allies ; Schomberg to the dukes of Saxony, 
Bavaria, and Brunfwick, the marquis of Branden- 
burg, and the other princes and cities of. Germany, 
which had not yet entered into the alliance; Bon- 
gars to Hungary, Bohemia, and Tranfilvania ; 
Boiffife to Denmark, Sweden, and the cities fituated 
upon the Baltic; Jeannin to Great Britain and the 
United Provinces, and the heirs of the principality 
of Cléves; Ancel to Vienna and Poland ; Préaux 
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_ The government .at-home,.was deftined for, the 1609.. 
queen, . with the title of regent, aflifted by a council VV 


without which fhe could not,conclude any thing; 
and which his majefty compofed of the cardinals de 
Joyeufe and Du-Perron: ,the dukes ,of .Maienne, 
Montmorency, and Montbazon : ; the, marfhals Brif- 
fac and Fervaques, Meffieurs de Châteauneuf, keeper 
of the feal of the regency; de Harlay, de Nicolaï, 
de Chiteauvieux, de Liancourt, de Pont-carré, de 
Gévrés, de Villemontée, and. de -Maupeou.. This 
council was not only obliged to:act conformably to 
the. inftruétions which were. given.them,, but were 
alfo tied up from determining any thing upon affairs 
- of. great confequence, till they, had firft informed 
and confulted his majefty upon them... This great 
council had under it fourteen fmaller ones,..compofed 
each of five,perfons chofen out.of the clergy, the 
nobleffe, the lawyers, financiers, and the magiftrates 
of the city of Paris.. The number of: thefe little 
councils was. regulated by that of, the provinces; or 
governments into which the kingdom, was divided, 

in the following order: The ifle of France, Brittany, 


Normandy, Picardy, Champaign, Burgundy, Brefle, - 
Lyonois, Forez, Beaujolis; and Auvergne,» Dau-. 


phiné,, Guyenne, Poitou, Aunis, , Xaintonge, An- 
goumois ; ; and Limofin, Orleans, Anjou; and Tou- 
raine, Maine, Perche, Berry; Bon haps Ninespoiss 
and La-Marche. 

About this time, preparations of a Very “diferent 
nature were making in Paris, which Henry beheld 
with a deep. regret; I mean, . the ceremony of.the 
queen’s coronation. He had.fo ftrong a reluctance 


to it, that no motive, lefs powerful than his.com- 


plaifance for the queen, could have forced him to 
confent to it. That princefs, as foon as, fhe had 
obtained an order for this ceremony, hurried on the 
preparations with the utmoft eagernefs.. I have al- 
ready mentioned the reafons her creatures urced for 
her {peedy coronation; reafons which muft appear 


very extravagant, or highly criminal. Henry pre 


3 pofed 
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1609. Pofed to leave Paris immediately after the ceremony; 
us and, as this could not occafion a longer delay than 


fifteen days, orders were iffued for all the troops, 
both horfe and foot, to begin their march directly 
to Champaign. The fix thoufand Swifs, which the 
king had caufed to be levied, were conducted to 
Moufon by the duke of Rohan, who had gone to 
the frontier to receive them. I fent away all the 
ordnance. Never before had France feen a train of 
artillery fo complete and fo well furnifhed ; and per- 
haps never will again. My fon put himfelf at the 
head of it, by virtue of his poft of grand mafter, 
which his majefty had been fo good to give him the 
furvivance of. I prepared to follow foon after with 
eight millions of money. de. 

At length the king gave the fignal of his depar- 
ture to the foreign powers, by the letter he wrote 
to the archduke; and here it follows, fuch as it was 
compofed by me, and fuch as the duke received, if 
Villeroi, through whofe hands it paffed, as fecretary 
of ftate, did not alter it, which he had a great in- 
clination to do. 


‘© BROTHER, 

_ * Since I cannot refufe, to my beft allies and 
*¢ confederates, the affiftance they require of me, 
‘ againft thofe who difpute with them the fuccef- 
<< fion to the duchies and earldoms of Clèves, Ju- 
€ Jiers, La-Mark, Bergh, Ravenfburg, and Ra- 
‘ veftein, Iam preparing to march thither with 
“ my whole army; and, becaufe my road lies 
<* through your territories, I am willing to give 
<¢ you notice of it, and know of you whether I am 
‘ to enter your country as a friend or an enemy; 
‘ fo, in expectation of your anfwer, I befeech 
« God,” &c. | | 

I know not what judgment ought to be formed 


of a report which prevailed at that time, and was 


confirmed to the king; at Fontainebleau, by Girard, 
who arrived at Bruffels on the 7th of March, that 
| ; in 
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in the court and dominions of the archduke, people 1 609. 
were perfuaded the king of France pretended to have wy 


great defigns, only with a view to ftrike terror into 
his enemies ; and they were fo certain that this was 
the fole aim of his armament, that they made not 
the leaft preparations for oppofing him. The latter 
art of this news might be true, as in effect it was ; 
yet the archduke was not fo eafy ds he pretended to 
appear, otherways he would have thought very dif- 
ferently from every other perfon who had an intereft 
in Spain and the houfe of Auftria. Their confterna- 


tion was inexpreflible; for, while their adverfary’s | 


party, which at the foreign courts was called the 
French faction, wore an air of joy and triumph, 


which feemed to arife from an affurance of fuccefs, 


the Auftrian party was filent, dejected, and inactive ; 
the objects of the public deteftation, and trembled 
left they fhould foon be the public viétoms likewile. 
No poffibility appeared of avoiding the thunder, 
which was preparing to burft upon their heads: 
but, alas! why do I exult thus unfeafonably ? they 
had but too many refources *; it was not by en- 


* “ Tt is out of doubt, fays Pé- ‘* mifchief muft happen to the king 
‘ réfixe, that there were many ‘‘ from the prefent fituation of af- 
‘€ confpiracies againft the life of “ fairs: perhapsat this very timewe 
‘€ this good king ; fincehe had no- ‘ are talking of him, fome difafter 
** tice of it from different quarters; ‘ happens to him.” Ift letter of 


“ fince printed accounts of his Nicholas Pafquier, ‘ A prieft of. 


*< death were published at Spain ‘ Douay faid, at the moment of 
“ and at Milan; fince acourier ‘ his affaffination, they were mur- 
‘€ paffed through the city of Leige, 
eight days before he was aflaf—i- ‘* earth, — The fifter of Villars- 
** nated, who faid, he was going ‘‘ Houdan, governor of Dieppe, a 
“ with news, to the princes of ‘* nun atSt. Paul in Picardy, faid 
*€ Germany, of his being killed; ‘ to her abbefs; Madar, order 
_ and fince, at Montargis, a note ‘* prayers to be faid for the king, 


wn 


‘ dering the greateft monarch on . 


ing a prediétion of his approach- 
6 ing death, by a method deter- 
‘€ mined upon,” &c. p.409. . 
The arclibifhop of Embrun,.Ho- 
notius Du-Lawrens, brother of the 
“King’s firft phyfician, being in 
.company with other prelates, faid, 
at the very time the king was mur- 


dered; “ It is impoffible but fome 


Vou. IV. : Ff 


was found on the altar, contain- “ for they are murdering him: 


‘€ and, a moment after; Alas! he 
“is killed.’”? Matthieu, ib, p.835. 
Pafquier fays further, in the fame 
letter, that La-Font, provoft of 


Bayonne, in 1608, came to the 
King to give him notice that there 


was a defign formed againft his per- 
fon ; and that, two or three days 
before this prince was ftabbed, the 


treaties, 
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 inclined to oppofe a prince whom Europe had chofen 


to defend and avenge her. 
motion to this great body, muft be laid low, “and | 
Never had treachery, poifoning, 
triumph fo infamoufly great ; 
that no words. 


that by a murder. 
afi ee ae gained a 


a triumph fo fhameful, fo detefted, 
can exprefs ail its horror. 


The head; which gave 


With grief I proceed to 


acquaint the reader with the particulars of that fatal 
accident, the remembrance of which {till draws tears 


of blood from my heart. 
What fhall 


we ‘think of thofe black prefages, 


which, it is but too certain, this miferable prince 
had of his cruel deftiny ? they were indeed dreadful, 


and furprifing to the laft degree *. - 


fame La-Font again told the chan- 


eellor, that he who was to kill the. 


king was actually in Paris ; that it 
had been revealed to him, &c. 
This faét is the fame mentioned by 
Du-Pleix, p. 411, under the name 
of a gentleman of Bearne. Paf- 
quier adds,- that a merchant’ of 
Douay, writing, fifteen. days be- 
fore this murder happened, to a 
merchant at Rouen, afked if it 
was true that the king was killed. 
One of the principal inhabitants 
of Cambrai faid, eight days be- 
fore, ‘© This old man has great de- 
** figns, but he wil not go much 
** farther 3°’. and many other cir- 
cumftances of the like kind. There 
are alfo fome particulars mentioned 
in the firft volume of the life of 
Mary de Médicis, p.68; and in 
many other writings. 

* Marfhal, Bafiompierre fpeaks 
of itin his Memoirs, Vol. I. p. 
292, & feq. in the following man- 
ner: ‘* He faid to me, a little be- 
“ fore thar time, I do not know, 
‘* Baffompierre, what is the mat- 


-** ter with me; but I cannot per- 


‘ fuade myfelf I fhall ever go to 
“ Germany ; nor can I believe 
€ thou wilt go into Italy. He of- 
‘€ ten faid to me and others, I be- 


+ À 


I have already 


‘ lieve I fhall die foon. --- The 
queen had a violent inclination 
‘ to be crowned before the king’s 
departure for rmany; but 
the king was no way defirous 
‘ of it, as well t6 avoid the ex- 
pence, as becaufe he was not 
‘ at all fond of fuch great fefti- 
“© vals.”> It is highly probable 
this prince carefully concealed 
from every one but M de Sully, 
the true motives which’ induced 
him to be againit this ceremony. 
“* Neverthelefs, . continues this 
** writer, as he was the beft huf- 
“band in the world, he confent- 
‘“ ed to it, and deferred his jour- 
‘ ney to Germany, till after fhe 
‘ fhould have made her public 
“ entry into Paris. The corona- 
* tion of the queen was per- 
‘€ formed with the utmoft magni- 
“ ficence it was capable of. ‘The 
“ king was unufually gay during 
‘“ the ceremony. The king faid 
‘ to her, the duke of Guife, and 
* to me alfo; You none of you 
‘€ know me thoroughly: but I 
‘€ fhall die one of thefe days; 
and, when you have loft mé, 
“ you will find what I really was, 
‘€ and the difference between me 
‘€ and other men, I faid to him; 


~ 


related 
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related with what reluctance he permitted the cere- 
mony of the queen’s coronation to go forward ; the 
nearer the moment approached, the more his terrors 


“© Good God, Sire, will you al- 
“€ ways difquiet yourfelf thus, 
‘6 and continually talk of your 
‘ dying foon?  Thefe expreffions 
are not proper. You will ftill 
live, pleafe God, many happy 
years. There is no happinefs 
comparable to yours: you are in 
the flower of your age, in per- 
fe& health and ftrength of bo- 
_dy ; more loaden with honours 
than any other’mortal; enjoy- 


ty, the moft flourifhing king- 
dom inthe world ; loved, and 
even adored by your fubjeéts ; 
poffefied of great eftates, and 
money in abundance ; fine hou- 
fes ; a beautiful wife; hand- 
fome children, growing up a- 
pace. Whatcan you wifh for 
more? He, fighing, anfwered, 
My friend, I muft lofe them all 
foon,”” &c. 

6 It was obferved, fay L’E- 
toile’s Memoirs, that, on throw- 
ing gold and filver medals a- 
mong the people, according to 
cuftom, there was no cry of 
God fave the king, or, God fave 
the queen.” 1 fhall pafs over, 
continues this writer, the dreams 
it was reported, both his ma- 
jefty and the queem had that 
night, of a houfe falling on him 
in the ftreet called La-Ferron- 
nerie, &c. It is an indifputa- 
ble faét, that, about fix months 
ago, the king being at Zamet’s, 
and having dined there, he re- 
tired alone into a room, faying 
he would lie down; and fent 
for Thomaffin, who was e- 
fteemed the moft celebrated a- 
ftrologer of that time, and, it 
was even faid he dealt with the 


and his majefty having put fe- 
veral queftions to him, on dif- 
«* ferent matters, relating to his 


oe ay: 


ing, with the greateft tranquili- - 


queen walking in the night, 


devil, to come to him there: 


*perfon and kingdom, Thomaf- 
fin told him, he muft take care 
of himfelf in May 16103 and 
-even pointed out to him the day 
and hour in which he would be 
killed, But the king making 
a jeft of him and his aftrology, 
fometimes pulling him by the 
hair, and fometimes by the 
beard, made him take two or 
three turns round the room, 
and fent him away in this man- 
ner. He deferves to be com- 
mended for this; and much 
more, had he not liftened to 
him at all, and banifhed all fuch 
pefts from his court and king- 
dom.’’ Anno 1610. See alfo 

in Mezerai’s Hiftory, in 4to. Paris, 

anno 1667, Vol. III. p. 1447, the 
different prognottications of this 
prince’s death, which came to the 

Knowledge of the public at that 

time, and fince. 

: P, Matthieu obferves, that the 

in 

great fright and agitation, faid to 
the king, who inquired the caufe 
of it; ‘I was dreaming fome 

‘ body ftabbed you with a knife, 

‘“ on the ftaircafe.”” ‘* Thank 

** God, replied the King, it is on- 

“ ly adream.”? The fame writer, 

to thefe predictions, adds feveral 

expreffions of Henry IV. as fo ma- 
ny inftances of that'fecret prefage 
which arifes in the mind on the ap- 
proach of fome inevitable cataf- 
trophe, or what at leaft is deemed 
fo," after the event has happened ; 

fuch are thofe he made ufe, of to 
the queen: ‘* My dear, if this is 

“ not done on Thurfday, after 

“ Friday is once paft you will fee 
‘ me no more; no, on Friday I 
© fhall bid you adieu.” Another 

time, ‘Goon, go on, queen re- 

‘ gent... To the fame, retiring 
to her. devotions; ‘ My dear, 


** make confeffion for yourfelf and 


encreafed, 


a 
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encreafed. In this ftate of overwhelming horror, 
which at firft I thought an unpardonable weaknefs, 
he opened his whole heart to me: his own words 
will be more affecting than all I can fay: ‘Oh! 
‘ my friend, faid he, this coronation does not 
‘ pleafe me: I know not what is the meaning of 
“it; but, my. heart tells me, fome fatal accident 
« will h iappen.’’ He fat down, as he fpoke thefe 
words, upon a low chair, which J had caufed to be 
made on purpofe fer him, and which was kept al- 
ways in my clofet, and refigning himfelf up to all 
the horror of his melancholy apprehenfions, he 
grafped the cafe of his reading-glafs hard between 
his fingers, and continued in a profound reverie ; 
then, fuddenly ftarting up, and ftriking his hands 
together, he exclaimed ; ‘“* Pardtew, I “fhall die in 
<¢ this city; they will murder me here; I fee plain: 
« Jy that they have made my death their only re- 
 fource. Oh! this curfed coronation, it will be 
se the caufe of my death.” ‘ My God, - Sire,” 
faid I to him one day, ‘what a thought have you 
‘ entertained; if you perfift in it, it is my opi- 
“ nion, that you ovght to break off this corona- 
‘ tion, your journey, and your war; if you with 
« jt fhould be fo, it is not difficult co fatisfy you.” 


La 


Yes,” faid heat length, after I had feveral times 


made the fame propofal to him, ‘ yes, break off 
‘ this ceronation, and let me never hear more of 
‘ it; my mind will then be freed from thofe ap- 
™ preherifions which the advices I have received 


‘ me too.” To the courtiers, 
fhewing them the dauphin; 
“ This is your king.” Speaking 


inftead of enamelling her coat of 
arms argent, which the houfe of 


queen’s coronation, the painter, — 


of the queen’s public entry ; “I 
<< have nothing to do withit; I 
€ fhall not fee it,’’---** Let us not 
“ laugh fo much on Friday, for 
‘€ we fhall weep on Sunday,” &c 
Vol. IL. book iv. p. 810: & feq. 
Morizot obferves, that, at the 


Médicis bears, through ignorance 
painted it chefnut, the colour of 
widows ; and, inftead of palms, 
he encircled it ‘riba twifted cords, 
another mark of widowhood, Hen. 
Mag. p. 51 


se have 
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*¢ have given rife to: I fhall then leave this city, 
‘* and have nothing to fear.” 

— T would not yield to your folicitations, added 
“ he, but that it has been foretold to me I fhould 
<* be murdered at a public ceremony, and in a 
‘ coach; and hence proceed my fears.” © You 


_ never mentioned this to me, Sire, replied I; 


<< and J have been often furprifed to hear you cry 
<* out when in a coach, and feem fo much alarmed 
at a danger fo inconfiderable ; you whom I have 


“ often beheld unmoved in all the rage of war, | 


‘ amidft volleys of cannon and mut uet fhots, 
<< and environed by fwords and pikes. However, 
‘“ fince this notion affects you to fuch a degree, T 
** would advife you, Sire, to depart to-morrow : 
“€ Jet the coronation be performed without you, or 
<<. defer it till fome other time; and let it be long 


+ e’er you return to Paris, or get into a coach. 
“ Shall I fend directly to Notre Dame and St. Denis, 


“ to put a ftop to the preparations, and fend back 


«© the workmen ?” ‘I would confent to it willingly, 


“* faid the king; but what will my wife, who has 


<* this coronation ftrangely : in her head, fay to it?” 
« Let her fay what fhe will,” refumed I, finding 


my propofal had greatly pleafed the king: “ how- 


** ever, I cannot believe that fhe will continue ob- 
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_** ftinate, when fhe knows what apprehenfions you i 


<< have of fome difafter happening.” 

I did not wait for any other order, but fent im- 
mediately. to put a ftop to the preparations for the 
coronation. It is with much reoret that J am 
_ obliged to confefs, that, notwithftanding all my en- 
deavours, the queen would not give her hufband 


this fatisfaction. I fhall pafs over, in filence, the | , 


prayers, entreaties, and arguments, with which, 
for three whole days, I endeavoured to move her *. 


* This 201 Matthieuw’s at all defirous of being crowned, 


_ affertion, in oppofition to all other Ibid. 804, 
hiforians, that the queen was not 
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1600. It was Henry’s part to yield; and, as in certain 
vs moments he was the firft to condemn himfelf for 


his fears, he left off {peaking to me of the corona- 
tion; or by me to the queen. The preparations 
again went forward, , and again his apprehenfions 
returned. It was in thefe words, which he had per- 
petually in his mouth, that he exprefied thofe ap- 
prehenfions : “‘ Ah!. my friend, I fhall never go 
<¢ out of this city: they will murder me here: this 
‘ curfed coronation will be the caufe of my death.” 
I fhall never forget thofe fad words. 

In this affair, “there are fome private circumftan- 
ces, which I ‘think it my duty to fupprefs. I 
would carry my filence ftill further, if I did not 

think it needlefs, in things which my domeftics and 
other, perfons had fome “knowledge of. The fol- 
lowing fact. is of that number: Schomberg, who 
lived with me in’ fo great a degree of intimacy that 
he feemed one of the family, had a billet brought 
to him by a page, as he fat at table one day, which 
Tobferved, as it was flid into his hand very myfte- 
rioufly. I rallied him upon the billet, alledging 
that it came from a miftrefs. He anfwered, that 
he would affure me without reading it, that it was 
not what I imagined, and promifed to ‘thew me the 
contents, of what nature foever they were. As 
fcon as he rofe from table, he went to a window to 
read his letter : it was very fhort ; he put it into my 
hands, faying that it came from Mademoifelle 
D’Gournai ; a name that would remove all fufpi- 
cions of gallantry: adding, that fhe entreated, him 
to come to her immediately, having fomething of 
the utmoft confequence to impart to him. He pro- 
mifed to return directly, and acquaint me with the 
affair ; and accordingly he came back in half an 
hour. 

This lady had. been roel: be a woman, who 
had belonged to the marchionefs de Verneuil *, that 

.* The author means Jacqueline betwixt Epernon and Ablis, wife 
Le-Voyer, of the village of Orfin, of Haac de Varennes, Efq; Lord of 
there 
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there was actually a confpiracy formed againtt the 
king’s perfon ; and, enquiring who were the perfons 
concerned in it, the woman named the marchionefs 


\ 
Coman, D’Efcoman or Efcouman : 
fhe: is’ moft known ‘by, the firft 
name: her hiftory is an incident, 
.in the procefs againft Ravaillac, of 


too much importance to be paffed _ 


over in filence: we fhall have oc- 
cafion to recur to it more than 
once, : “She made a declaration 
‘6 in writing,” fay the, Memoirs 
for the Hiit. of France, p. 357. 


se 


** ftantial account of Ravaillac’s 


-**.confpiracy and defigns, and 
named the duke of Epernon, 


as the contrivers of them. Nei- 
ther the king, the queen, or any 
of thofe the addreffed herfelf to, 
in order to. make a difcovery of 
£+ what fhe knew, would liften to 
her ;, but, treated her as a mad 
woman.» On Tuefday the 25th 
of January 1611, for this pro- 


fore the following year was far 
advanced, the chambers of the 
»parliament met for the exami- 
nation of La-Coman, when fe- 
veral perfons were ordered to be 
taken into cuftody, and others 
to attend in perfon., La Vil- 
liers-Hotman, the wife of the 
prefident St. André, and Char- 
lotte Du-Tillet her fifter, ap- 
peared. .La-Coman fpoke well 
and fenfbly, with great refo- 


accufations ; fhe confirmed what 


fons, and.,ftrong proofs, that 
her judges were aftonifhed at 
them. She had formerly been 
in the fervice of ,queen Marga- 


intent to make a difcovery to 
her of this important confpiracy 
and defign);. whereof the queen 
regent’ being informed, fhe cal- 


ce 


*¢¢ 


which contains a very circum- 


and the-marchionefs of Verneuil : 


fecution was not determined be- _ 


lution and firmnefs, and with- 
out varying in her anfwers.and . 


fhe faid with fuch powerful rea- , 
ret, to whom fhe applied. with. 


led her a wicked woman, who 


Rf. 


‘< accufed every body; and faid, 
‘© fhe did not know but the might 
at laft accufe even her. The 
reflections fhe and Du-Fillet caft 
on one another on being con- 
fronted, on account of their irre-, 
gularities, were diverting enough, 
Had La-Coman ftopt there, the 
had been fafe enough; but to 
go fuch lengths as fhe did is too 
dangerous: fot thofe, who ac- 
cufe the great, often lofe both 
their eftates and life in the at- 
tempt, which puts me in fear 
for her.’ Thereis this note in 
the. margin on this Du-Tillet : 
€ Charlotte Du-Tiilet, a woman 
‘€ of intrigue, . and confidant of. 
the marchionefs de Verneuil, 
was the perfon who informed 
madame D’Ecoman of Ravail- 
lac’s defigns,”” 

** On Sunday the 3oth of Janu- 
ary, the marchionefs de Ver- 
neuil, on the depofitions of La- 
Coman, was examined by the 
chief prefident at his own houfe, 
where I had ordered her to be 
fummoned to attend for that 
purpofe, which examination 
lafted from one o’clock till five 
in the afternoon.” Another 
marginal note on this place fays, 


ce 


‘“ She was accufed by madame. 


‘ D’Efcoman, and was only or- 
‘€ dered to attend to be examined, 
‘€ though the matter in queftien 
*¢ was no lefs than the affaffination 
““of the King, and the higheft 
‘€ kind of treafon.” 

‘€ On Saturday the 5th of March, 
“€ the court fat on the cafe of La- 
‘€ Coman, and the other prifoners 
‘€ accufed by her, of being con- 
‘€ cerned in the affaffination of the 
king, when an arret was made, 
** which was faid to be like the 
‘.fentence of the areopagites, who, 
‘ when they found a caufe too full 
‘€ of difficulties to be determined 


de 


\ 
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y Others ; upon which Mademoifelle de Gournai re- 
folved to give the king notice of the plot, by in- 
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p.361. 


by them, put off the giving judg- 
ment on it for an hundred years : 
thus the court, finding no fmall 


difficulty in this cafe, ordered it. 


to fiand over for judgment till a 
more convenient time; in the 
interim, opening the doors of 
the prifon to the accufed, and 
keeping La-Coman alone there, 
who in appearance ought to 
have been fet at liberty before 
any of the reft ; but the times 
would not permit it: and the 
chief-prefident himfelf, who 
was prefent when this order was 
made, was of this opinion, out 
of refpe& for the parties accufed, 
who neverthelefs were not ac- 
quitted by this arret ; which was 
no fmall matter of difquiet both 
to them and the ftate.”” There 
this note in the margin: This 
arret ordains, that a further in- 
formation fhould be taken in this 
matter; and that, in the mean 
time, Stephen Sauvage, valet 
de chambre to Monf. D’Entra- 
gues the elder, and James Gau- 
din, accufed and prifoners in 
the Conciergerie, fhould be fet 
at liberty. A definitive fentence 
was given on the 3'ft of July 
following, whereby the marchi- 
onefs de Verneuil, madame Du- 
Tillet, Gaudin, and Sauvage, 
are declared innocent, and ac- 
quitted of affaffinating the king; 
and mademoifelle D’Ecoman is 
condemned, as guilty of falfe 
accufation, to be imprifoned for 
life, all her goods, chattels, and 
eftates, to be feized and confif- 
cated, without reftitution. It 
is further ordered, that all other 
profecutions on-this account 
fhall ceafe. This punifhment, 
if D’Ecoman’s accufation was 
groundlefs, is very gentle.” Ib, 
This fentence againft her, 


this woman’s own words ; 


court ever fince Saturday the 23d ; 
and the judges were divided in 
opinion, nine againft nine. P. 377. 

The account the Merc. Franc. 
anno 1611, p. 14, & feq. gives of 
this affair of D’Ecoman’s, is di- 
rectly contrary to L’Etoile’s ; and, 
as that account is fupported by an 
unqueftionable evidence, one can- 
not refufe giving credit to it. It 
is there proved, that this woman, 
on account of her infamous man- 
ner of life, having been fhut up 
in the Hétel Dieu, and being af- 
terwards imprifoned in the Châte- 
let, where even fentence of death 
was pronounced on her, in order 
to obtain her liberty, and procure 
herfelf an intereft in queen Mar- 
garet, fhe invented this calumny ; 
that having accufed the marchionefs 
of Verneuil of fending Ravaillac to 
her with a letter, defiring her to 
procure him an interview with 
mademoifelle Du-Tillet, and charg- 
ing Du-Tillet with having admitted 
that affaffin inte her room when fhe 
herfelf was prefent, She was con- 
viéted of having been guilty of . 
many falfhoods in the relation of 
thefe fads ; and, amongft others, 
that the had never feen, and did 
not even know Ravaillac ; that the 
had notindeed fo much as heard his 
name before he was brought to the 
Conciergerie, which is proved from 
that 
Gaudin, on being confronted with 
her, abfolutely confounded her ; 
and, in fhort, that there was not 
one of all thofe that were confront- 
ed with her, but proved her guil- 


ty of falfhood, impofition, and 


flander. 

The author of L’Hiftoire de la 
Mere & du Fils, ‘in juftification of 
the arret of the parliament, which 
appears: fo blameworthy to L’E- 
toile, fays, ‘* That augult body 


was under the confideration of the ‘ would have condemned her to 


: forming 
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forming the queen of it, through one of the wo- 1609. 
men of her chamber, naméd Catherine de Selvage. y 


Mademoifelle de Gournai, after further reflection, 
thought not this fufficient, and caft her eyes upon 
M. de Schomberg as a man who might mention the 
affair directly to his majefty. M. de Schomberg, 
after he had acquainted me with thefé circumftan- 
ces, confeffed to me that he was greatly. perplexed 
in what manner to a&, and defired 1 would give 
him my advice. The thing was too important to 
be concealed, and too dangerous to be defpifed : 
but, on the other hand, by difclofing it to the king, 
we expofed him to the neceffity of making impla- 
cable enemies of all thofe who were involved in the 
accufation ; for we knew this prince would not fail 
to mention them publicly. My wife alone was 
prefent at our confultation. . 

~ We agreed, at length, that Schomberg fhould 
mention it to the king, but with all poffible circum- 
fpeétion ; and, if his majefty fhould defire to 
know who the accomplices were, he was to refer 
him to the two women already named, as \beft 
able to inform him. No oneis unacquainted with 
the event. The woman, from whom Mademoi- 
felle de Gournai heard all that fhe had related to M. 
de Schomberg, being interrogated, firmly main- 
tained her depofition, and pérfifted in it to her 


death. This is a circumftance which will never be 


forgot by thofe who endeavoured to draw fome in- 


< be publicly burnt, had the falfe tions for the Examination of ma- 
accufation, of which fhe was dameéde Coman, and her Anfwer 
found guilty, been of any other thereto; in which this letter to 
nature ; ‘but in cafes where the mademoifelle de Gournai andvount 
dife of kings is in queftion, the deSchomberg is mentioned: ‘‘ She 
fear of fhutting the door againft ‘‘ knew fo we!l how to manage 
** fuch difcoveries as may be made, ‘* her difcourfe, and fupported her 
ff caufes the rigour of the lawsto * accufations in fo refolute a man- 
** be difpenfed with.” Vol. I..p. ‘ ner, that they did not find fuf- 
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354. Seea paper reprinted in the “‘ ficient grounds to put her to . 


4th Vol. of L’Etoile’s new Me- ‘ death.”? Mem. de la Reg. de M, 
‘mMOirs, p.256, entitled Interroga- de Médicis, Vol, I, p. 74. 
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1609. ferences from the great care that_ was taken to fup- 
Levy prefs all the papers * relating to the trial of the 


horrid parricide. 


* This fuppreffion of the pro- 
ceedings in the trial of Ravaillac, 


by the parliament of Paris, is a 


fact univerfally known. To the 


refletions thrown on his judges on 


this account, it has been further 
added, that none, or, at leaft, a 
very fmall and flight examination, 
was made by them into the man- 
ner of the death of feveral perfons 
confined, on this account, in the 
prifens, which to many appeared 
to be unnatural; that they ne- 
gleéted to fummons and interrogate 
many other perfons who were ca- 
pable of giving great lights into this 
matter ; fuch as the mother of the 
murderer, who knew very well 


that he left Angoulême on Eafter- 
day, before he had performed the 


devotions of that feftival; many 
of his relations, whom he had 
named in the courfe of his exami- 
nation; the parifh prieft of St. Se- 
verin ; father St. Mary Magdalen, 
of the order of the Bernardines ; 
the capuchins of Angoulême, who 
had given him a heart made of 
coft-mary root in a reliquary, with 
fome wood of the true crofs, ‘at 
leaft they made him believe fo ; 
and which, they told him, would 


_cure him of a fever he had then 


got; that they alfo had not exa- 
mined the fieur Guillebaut, a canon 
of Angouléme ; father Gilles Ofie- 
res, antient vifiter of the order of 
cordeliers at Paris ; Le Févre, ano- 


~ ther young cordelier; feveral of 


the cardinal Du-Perron’s almtners 
whom Ravaillac faid he knew very 
well by fight, but whofe names he 
did not know; certain perfons 


called Béliard, Bréteau, Colletet, 
Du-Bois, de Limoges, &c. 
alfo complained of, that Ravaillac: 


had been fo carelefsly guarded in 
prifon, that, during the thirteen 


had a mind were admitted to fee 


* 


It was: 


all who- 


and talk with him. Another cor- 
plaint of ftill greater weight, if the 
fa& be true, is, that at the firit 
pull of the horfes at his execution, 
Ravaillac having defired fome one 
would take his confeffion as of a 
dying man, the clerk Voifin, who 
took it, wrote it foill, that, though 
it is ftillin being,’ (as it is faid) no 
fworn notary or fcrivener has yet 
been found fkilful enough to decy- 
pher a fingle word of it. 

All thefe confiderations make an 
infinite number of people conclude, 
that the parliament. aéted in this 
manner out of fear, that, in cafe 
the truth had been difcovered and 


‘made public, they would have been 


neceMitated to proceed with the 
utmoft rigour againft too many, 
and thofe too powerful perfons. Jr 
would. be labour loft to endeavour 
to perfuade all thofe people of the 
contrary. But after all, fince, by 
the fuppreffion of the proceedings 
in this affair, there do not at pre- 
fent remain fufficient lights where- 
on, with certainty, to form any 
judgment of the truth, which, even 
at that time, could never be clear- 
ed up, it muft be owned, that one 
cannot, without rafhnefs, pretend 
to determine any thing in this mat- 
ter at the diftance of an hundred 
and thirty years, which have fince 
elapfed; and God forbid I fhould 
expofe myfelf to fuch a reproach, 


Tf, in obedience to the laws pre- 


fcribed to every author of memoirs, 
I have fubmitted to.join to my text 
here, and at the end of this book, 
whatever I could recolle&, from the 
moft credible hiftorians, relating to 
this particular faét, as I have con- 
ftantly done in refpect to every 
hiftorical relation given in this 
work, my juftification, fuppofing 
any to be neceffary in fo plain a cafe, 
will be, that I have ftated both 
fides of the queftion with equalim 
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The ceremony of the queen’s coronation was 1609. 
performed, in the mean time, with all the magni- wy 


ficence-ulual upon fuch extraordinary occafions. It. 


was to laft feveral days, and to be terminated b 

the moft fplendid fhew of all on Sunday the 16th 
of May*. ‘The king had fo much complaifance for 
the queen as to affift at a ceremony, which pierced 
him: to the heart; but, when it was over, he 
thought he fhould have nothing more to keep him : 
and Monday, May 17, was the day appointed for 
his departure. I fhould not have ftaid at Paris fo 
long, but a violent pain, which I. felt in my neck 
and throat, occafioned by.a wound I had received 
there many years before, obliged me to. have re- 
courfe to my phyficians, who ordered’ me.to bathe 
three mornings fucceffively in my chamber. I did 
not envy the happinefs of thofe who, having pro- 
tracted their departure out of -curiofity to fee the ce- 
remony of the queen’s coronation, ran eagerly to 


partiality : and, on the other fide, 
in anfwer to thofe who may com- 
plain that, after all that has been 
faid, nothing is clearly decided, I 


would fay, it is no fault of mine. 
that nothing but conjeétures can 


be come at in this matter, and that 

‘even thofe conjectures fhould fre- 
quently deftroy one another. 

_  % The ceremony of the corona- 

tion was performed at St, Denis on 


Thurfday the,13th of May, le 
Merc. Frang: Matth, the 9361ft . 
Vol. of the MSS, royaux, and other … 
hiftorians give a detail of the mag-: 
Pre- 
parations were made for the queen. 


nificence and manner of it. 


to ‘make her public entry on ‘the 


Sunday following, witha pomp fur-. 


pafiing even that of the coronation. 
Henry IV. .faid on Tuefday ;.‘*I 
“€ will Jie.at St, Denis on Wed- 
** nefday 5 Iwill return from thence 
* on Thurfday 3. I will put my. af- 


La 


** fairs in order.on Friday ; on Sa-. 


€ turday. I will run at the ring; 
“on Sunday my wife fhall make 


. coronation at St. Denis,. 


her entry; en Monday my 
daughter Vendôme fhall be mar- 
ried ; on Tuefday we will keep 
“* the marriage feaft ; and on Wed- 
‘“ nefday to horfe and away.” 
Matth. ib, p. 804. --This hiftorian, 
fpeaking of the ceremony of the 
St. fays ; 
Henry IV. was furprifed at the 


ce 


© Spanifh ambaffador’s not taking 


‘ off his hat in the church, Ci- 
‘ cogne told him, that the late king 
of Spain only juft took off his 
<¢ hat at the elevation of the hoft, 
and immediately put iton again, 
_as if he had been faluting a gen 
‘€ tleman of five hundred livresa 
‘ year. , On which the king faid : 
‘ If we had thofe fentiments, of 


‘€ fhould fhow ftill greater reve- 
‘ rence to thofe myfteries than we 
‘€, do; for we ought to believe that, 
after the words of confecration 
‘ are pronounced, till the com- 
‘€ munion, Jefus Chrift is always 
‘ prefent on the altar,” 


the 


€ religion we ought to have, we 


or? 
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the fhew: the deep concern it gave to Henry ren- 
dered it almoft as odious to me as to him. The 
count of Soiffons alledged, that there was fome 
failure in the ceremonial with refpect to him; and 
made ufe of this pretence to quit the court in dit- 
guit *. a : 
The ceremony for fome reafon or other being 
fufpended, on Wednefday May the 17th, that moft 
miferable day for France, the unfortunate king had 
deftined part of it to be {pent in conference with 
me, as it was the laft interview we were likely to 
have before his departure. I was not ignorant of 
what he had to fay to me. A malicious report had . 
been fpread, that, while in appearance he was pre- 
paring to fall upon the houfe of Auftria with fuch 
formidable forces, he had privately entered into an 
agreement withthem ; not only to proceed no far- 
ther, but alfo to betray all his allies, provided they 
would confent that he fhould keep Cleves for him- 
felf, and the entire fucceffion, which had been the 
occafion of the armament, To this his enemies 


added another condition, which they faid he de- 
manded; namely, that Spain fhould put the prince 


and princefs of Condé into his hands+. Henry 


* This retreat was differently ‘* try feats,” Mem. pour fervir 
‘ fpoke of by different perfons: a l’Hift. de France, anno 1610. 
neverthelefs it is certain, that + “ The nuncio finding himfelf 
his majefty, after having grant- ‘* at laft clofely urged \by his ma- 


a 


€ 
€ 


nn 


_# ed him every thing he defired,  “ jefty, who was enquiring of him 


‘€ againft his own inclinations, ‘ what was thought at Rome and 
s* fent him word, that whatever ‘ in Italy of the war hewasgoing 
“he had promifed him he would “ to undertake, anfwered, That 
“* perform; but he might be af- ‘ thofe who had the:beft informa- 
6 fured, at the fame time, thathe ‘ tion were of opinion, that the 
‘ would no longer hold any-place ‘ principal fubje@ of that war 
in his favour; and that, having ** was the princefs of Condé, 
‘< compelled him to grant what he’ ‘ whom he wanted'to have back, 
did not approve of, he fhould: ‘* When the-king in violent anger, 
‘€ never fee him again with plea- ‘and fwearing, not entre faint — 
“€ fure ; which meflage being de- % gris, as ufual, but by ——, cryed 
€ livered to the count, he imme- ‘out, ‘Yes, moft certainly I do 
€ diately mounted his horfe, and, ‘** want to have her back, and I 
** taking the princefs his wife with ‘* will have’her back ; .no one can 
‘€ him, retired to one of hiscoun- ** orfhall hinder it, not evenGod’s 


n 


aon" 


€ 


n 
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was defirous of convincing me that this report, fo 1600. 
injurious to his reputation, was abfolutely falfe. vs 


It had been likewife infinuated to him, that the re- 
Juétance I difcovered to take upon me the charge 
of furnifhing the provifions, was becaufe I had flat- 
tered myfelf that he would, of his own accord, and 
without my folicitation, ereét the poft of marfhal- 
general of the camps and armies into a great of- 
fice of the crown, and inveft me with this high dig- 
nity: however, I folemnly declare, that I never en- 
tertained fuch a thought. The friendfhip this great 
king exprefied for me, and the confidence he placed 
in me, which towards the clofe of his life was great- 
er than it had ever been, makes it no prefumption 
in me to declare, that I believe, if fuch had been 
my defire, he would not have refufed me a favour 
which, great as it was, was {till lefs confiderable 
than others he had offered me; nor will I fcruple to 
affert, that he thought me very capable of fuch an 
employment : all that I am doubtful of is, whether 
he really had any fuch intentions with regard to me; 
and whether he was not difluaded from them by the 
artful infinuations of my enemies, who affirmed 
that I had refolved to quit the care of his finances, 
as foon as I was raifed to this eminent dignity. 

It was therefore, I prefume, to make me fome 
new inftances with refpect to furnifhing the provi- 
fions, that Henry fent La-Varenne, on Wednefday 
morning, to tell me Imuft meet him in the Tuil- 
lieres, where he had a defire to walk with me alone. 
La-Varenne found me bathing, and perceiving that 
I was preparing, notwithftanding, to obey his ma- 


“ lieutenant on earth.” Mem. cefs of Condé, up to him; which 
pour l’Hift, de France, anno 1610. feems to me not to ftand in need 
Thefe words ought not to prevent of an proof. No lefs unjuft and 
us from confidering, as a calumny, © malicious is this other charge, that 
the report to which fome writers this prince had agreed with the 


have too lightly. given credit, that 
the chief inducement Henry IV. 
had to commence fo important a 
war, was to oblige Spain to deli- 
‘ver the prince, or rather the prin- 


6 


‘court of Spain not to puth his de- 


fign any ‘further, on condition it 
wouldigive up the ftates in-conteft 
to him, 


jelty’s 


ay 
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1609. jelty’s orders, he prevented me, faying, he was 
us Very fure that the king would come himfelf to the 


Arfenal, when-he knew I was indifpofed ; and that 
he would be very angry with me, if | expofed my- 
felf to any danger by going out, when there was 
no neceflity for it. . Only ftay, added he, till 
‘ F have fpoke to him, and I will return imme- 
“ diately and tell you what he fays.” Accordingly 
he came back in half an hour. .** Monfieur, faid 
‘ he, the king defires that you will finifh your 
‘* bathing, and forbids you to go abroad to-day ; 
‘© for M. Du-Laurens aflures him, that your health 
<< will fuffer if you do. His majefty is going in- 
‘ to the city, for which he will tell you his reafon 
‘€ to-morrow * morning at five o’clock, when he : 
“will be, without fail, at the Arfenal to fettle all 
‘€ affairs with you; for he is refolved to fet out on 
‘© Monday at any rate. He fays, that what you 
‘ faid to him concerning his paflage, and every 
“* other part of his defign, is juft; and: that nothing 
‘ fhall have power to alter his intentions, but fome 
<< misfortune either to your perfon or his own (thofe 
‘ were his very words.) And he commands you, 
‘ continued La-Varenne, to receive him to-mor- 
‘ row in your night-gown and night-cap, that you 
‘ may not fuffer any inconvenience from your 
*¢ bathing: he declares, if he finds you dreft,, he 
‘€ will be very angry.” La-Varenne, after he had 
thus delivered the king’s meffage, added from him- 
felf,. that his majefty had taken my advice, and fent 
away the letter which had been written to the arch- 
duke, although he thought it an ufelefs piece of 
formality. ‘ For I am refolved, faid this prince, 
“* to make myfelf be believed one way or other.” 
My fervants have fince told me, that, when La- 
Varenne quitted my apartment, they obferved an 


* Henry IV. in reality did not ly changed that intention in the af 
intend to go to the Arfenal till the ternoon, 
next morning; but he unfortunate- : 


un- 
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unufual fadnefs upon his countenance, the caufe of 1609. 
which they could not comprehend ; nor indeed could Lys 


he himfelf account for it. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon, as I had juft 
entered my wardrobe, I: heard Caftenet, and after- 
wards my wife, utter a great cry, and that inftant 
my whole houfe refounded with this mournful ex- 
clamation: Ah! my God, all is loft! France is 


‘¢ undone!” I went out precipitately, undreft as I: 


was. ‘Ah! Monfieur, cried they on all fides, 


the king has juft been dangeroufly wounded in 


‘his fide with a knife.” It was not poffible for 


me to doubt a moment whether the dreadful news: 


was true. St Michel* entered immediately : he 
had been a witnefs almoftof the blow, and brought 
the knife with which it was given, {till reeking with 


blood. ‘ Oh!” cried I, raifing my hands and 


eyes to heaven, in a diftraction no words can de- 
fcribe, << this is what this poor prince always appre- 
‘ hended: Oh! my God, have pity upon him, 
“ upon us, and the ftate: ’tis done; he is mur- 
“ dered—God would not have permitted fo cruel 
‘ an accident, but to let loofe all his wrath upon 
‘ France, and to deliver her into foreign hands +.” 


* St. Michel was one of his majefty’s gentlemen in 
ordinary, who had followed him. He had drawn his 
{word to kill the affaffin, when the duke of Epernon cal- 
Jed out to him, and to the footmen, who had the fame 
defign, to ftop at the peril of their lives: to fecure his 
perfon, but to take care not to do any thing more. ‘* The 
<< duke recollected,” fays the hiftorian of his life, ‘* the 
<¢ difpleafure he had conceived at, and the fault thathad been 
<¢ found with, thofe who killed James Clement,” &c. 
p. 238. P. Matthieu adds, ‘* Chat St. Michel only 
«¢ fnatched the knife out of Ravaillac’s hands: that count 
‘ de Curfon ftruck him on the throat with the pommel of 
€ his fword ; and that La-Pierre, exempt of the guards, 
‘ feized him, and put him into the hands of the foot- 
<¢ men, who delivered him up to Montigny.” 

+ One would imagine, that upon a as fo public and 
fo recent as the affaffination of Henry IV. there would 

foun 
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found a perfect conformity in the hiftories and memoirs of 
that time; yet many of the cotemporary writers do not 
agree either as to the number of the perfons who were in 
the coach with this prince when he was aflaffinated, the 
wounds he received, nor many other circumftances no lefs 
effentia!. In order therefore to make this recital in a man- 
ner equally faithful and complete, it is neceflary to colle& 
and join together what has been faid on this fubje¢t by mef- 
fieurs de Péréfixe, Matthieu, L’Etoile, the continuator of 
De Thou, and the French Mercury for the year 1610. 

The night before this moft unhappy day his majefty 
€ could take no reft, and was in continual uneafinefs. In 
the morning he told thofe about him, that he had not 
<< flept, and that he was very much difordered. There- 
“ upon M. de Vendome entreated his majefty to take care 
< of himfelf that day, and not to go out; for that day was 
<< fatal to him.” .‘* I fee, anfwered the king, that you 
€ have confulted the almanac, and have heard of the pre- 
se diction of La Broffe, from my coufin the count of Soif- 
«¢ fons: he is an old fool, and you, who are young, have 
ce ftill lefs wifdom.” The duke of Vendôme then went 
€ to the queen, who likewile begged the king not to go 
<< out of the Louvre that day ; but he made her the fame 
« anfwer.” P. de L’Etoile. | 

<¢ His majefty afterwards went to hear mafs at the con- 
€ vent of the barnardine monks, whither the infamous par- 
€ ricide followed him with an intention to murder him; 
€ and, as he has fince confefled, would have given him 
«¢ the ftroke in the chapel, but M. de Vendôme coming 
‘© unexpectedly between, he was prevented.” Ibid. 

€ It was obferved, that the king was more fervent than 
€ ufual in his devotions, and continued longer in prayer 
“€ that very day than he was accuftomed to do: Even in 
€ the night preceding it, when his attendants thought he 
‘ was afleep, he was upon his knees in bed at prayer ; 
and, as foon as he rofe, retiring to his clofet for the 
‘ fame purpofe, they, thinking he ftaid longer than ufual, 
€ interrupting him, he was angry. ‘* Why will thefe 
à men, faid he, always oppofe what is for my good ?” 

bid. ' | 

‘6 After dinner the king lay down upon his bed, to try 
€ if he could fleep; but, not being able to reft, he got 
‘ up again, penfive, melancholly, and difturbed. He 
€ walked a little about his chamber, and again threw 
‘6 himfelf upon his bed ; ftill reftlefs and unquiet, he role 
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«© and afkéd the exempt of the guard what hour of theday 1600. 
‘© it was. The exempt told him the clock had ftruck AAD 
‘© four; andi added, ** Sire, I perceive your majefty is pen- 
“€ five and uneafy : you would be better if you would take 
€ the air.” The king feemed pleafed at this motion, and’ 
‘* replied, ** You have advifed well: order my coach to be | 
“< got ready: I will co to the Arfenal to fee the duke of 
© Sully, who is indifpofed, and baths to-day.” Ibid. 

- Matthieu recounting his difcourfe, both before and after 
dinner, adds, ** He could not ftay one moment in any 
‘place, nor conceal his irrefolution and diforder: ‘and, in 
“the midft of thofe agitations, he faid to the queen, “I 
€ know not what to do: [have no great inclination to go 
‘to the Arfenal, becaufe I {hall put myfelf into à paf- 
fon.” ** Do not go then, Monfieur, faid the queen; 
‘4 fend fome other thither; you'are now in a good humour, 
‘6 why fhould you go to make yourfelf uneafy?” He 
‘6 went towards the window, and, ftriking his forehead 
€ with his hand, « My God, faid he, there is fomething 
. here which ‘ftrangely troubles me: I know not what is 
“the matter; T cannot go from hence.” % Ravaillac, 
6 hearing ‘that he-enquired if his coach was ready, mut- 
“© tered tohimfelf; J have thee, thou art tof.” P. Mat- 
thieu. red à | 
As hé was going’ into his coach, M. de Vitry ap- 
“€ proached, ‘and afked his majefty if it was his pleafure 
< that he fhould attend him.' ‘* No, replied the kings 
“but go whither I have ordered you.” ‘* Permit més 
€ Sire, faid Vitry, to fend'the guards with your majefty.” 
€ No, returned the king, I will neither have you nôf your 
«guards: I will have none about:me.” Then efiterin; 
“ his coach, and reflefting, as it is fuppoféd, upon the’ 
“© fatal predictions of the day, which they had put into his 
head, he'afked what day of'the month it wast” * Sire, 
“-faid one, itis the 13th,” 4 No, faid another, it is the 
“s rath,” ** You are right, faid the king; you know 
«© your almanac better than him 3” and laughing, ‘ Be- 
“ tween the 13th and 14th,” faid he, and then ordered 
the coach to goon.” L’Etoile. | 

‘He faid to the coachman, Carry me but from hence. 
** ‘When he came over againft the Hôtel de Longueville, 
“ he fent back all his attendants ; and, being afked where 
‘the coach fhould go, he faid to the Croix-du- Tiroir ; 
«and, when there, he ordered it to drive to the church- 
te we St. Innocent, Ravaillac ftaid a long time at the 
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«< Louvre, fitting upon the ftones at the gate, where the 
‘ footmen wait for their mafters. He defigned to have: 
‘ given the blow between the two gates, the place where» 
<< -he flood affording him fome advantage: -but he found 
< the duke of Epernon on that fide where he expected the : 
«¢ king would have been.” Matthieu. . / | 
This prince was feated on the back part of the coach, 
and unfortunately (the weather being very fine) would: 
have all the curtains drawn up, that he might fee, as he 
pafled, the preparations which were making all over the 
city for the queen’s public entry. On his right hand fat 
the duke of Epernon: the marfhals de Lavardin and Ro- 
quelaure were near the right boot of the coach; the duke: 
of Montbazon and the marquis de La-Force on his left 
hand; and near the left boot, oppofite to him, fat the: 
marquis de Mirebeau, and Du Pleffis-Liancourt, his firft. 
mafter of the horfe. Vitry, the captain of his guards, was, 
by the king’s order, gone to the palace to haften the pre- 
parations for the queen’s entry, and had left all the guards: 
atthe Louvre; fo that his majefty was attended only by a 
fall number of gentlemen on horfeback,. and fome of his 
footmen. Péréfixe, Matthieu, L’Etoile, N. Rigault, ibid. 
The coach turned from the ftreet St. Honoré into that: 
called Feronnerie, which was then very narrow, and made: 
more fo by the little fhops ere@ed:againft the wall of the 
church-yard of St. Innocent. A little embarrafment was 
accafioned by the meeting of two carts, one loaden with 
wine, the other with hay; fo that the coach was obliged 
to flop in a corner of the ftreet, over againft the ftudy of. 
a certain notary, whofe name was Poutrain. The foot- 
men took a nearer way, that they might with lefs difficulty: 
come up with the coach at the end of the ftreet; fo that 
there were only two which followed the coach, and one | 
of thefe went to make way for it to go on, while the other 
in the mean time took that opportunity to faften his garter. 
Ibid. 
_ Ravaillac, who had followed the coach from the Louvre, 
perceiving that it ftopped, and that there was no perfon 


a 


-near it, advanced to that fide where he obferved the king 


fat. His cloak being wrapt round, his left arm ferved to 
conceal the knife, which he held in his hand; and fliding 
between the fhops and the coach, as if he was attempting to 
pafs by, like others, he fupported one foot upon one of the 
{pokes of the wheel, and the other upon a {tone, and, draw- 
ing a knife edged on both fides, gave the king a ro 2 
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little above the heart, between the third and fourth rib. 


45% 
1609. 


His majefty had juft then turned towards the duke of Lu 


Epernon, and was reading a letter; or, as others fay, 
leaning towards the marfhal Lavardin, to whom he was 
whifpering. Henry, feeling himfelf ftruck,! cried out, 
«€ I 2m wounded ;” and inthe fame inftant, the aflaf- 
fin perceiving that the point of his knife had been ftop- 
ped by arib, he repeated the blow with fuch quicknefs, 
that not one of thofe, who were in the coach, had time to 
oppofe, nor even to perceive it. Henry, by raifing his 
arm, gave a fairer aim for the fecond blow, which, accord- 
ing to Péréfixe and L’Etoile, went directly to his heart ; 
and, according to Rigault and the French Mercury, near 
the auricle of the heart; fo that the blood gufhing out of 
his mouth, and from his wound, the unhappy prince ex- 
pired, breathing a deep figh ; or, as Matthieu afferts, pro- 


' Nouncing, with a faint and dying voice, thefe words: “It 


6 is nothing.” ‘The murderer aimed a third ftroke at him, 
which the duke of Epernon received in his fleeve. Ibid. 

It is the opinion of the author of the French Mercury, 
that Henry IV. died at the firft blow, ‘“‘ Which, faid he, 
<< entering between the fifth and fixth rib, pierced the vein 
€ within, round the auricle of the heart, and reached to 
‘€ the vena cava, which, being cut, that great prince was 
6 in an inftant deprived of fpeech and life. The firft 
“€ ftroke only grazed the fkin, and made no impreffion.” 
French Mercury. 

The writer who has given us the life of the duke of 
Epernon, thinks, it muft be confefled, in a manner very 
fingular. He afferts, but without any proof to fupport his 


aflertion, that the duke of Epernon, who faw the fecond : 


~~ 


blow aimed at the king, raifed his arm to parry it, and : 


received it, in part, upon the fleeve of his coat, which was 
cut. He doubtlefs meant to exalt his hero by relating this 


-circumftance ; but certainly he judged ill to add, that the 


affaflin, after this fecond blow, had time to ftrike a third, 
more dangerous than the fecond; and that the king re- 
ceived it full. Strange! that the duke of Epernon fhould 
‘fo plainly perceive the firft of thefe blows, as to be able to 
‘parry it in part, from himfelf, and the reft who were in 
the coach, and yet could not prevent the following blow. 
‘The hiftorian here has proved too much, and but that, 
happily for him, it is eafy to convict him of his error, his 


account might well be turned into an accufation of the | 


‘duke of Epernon, Life of the duke of Epernon, part 2d, 
‘p. 238. | 
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“€ Tt isa moft amazing thing, that not one of the lords, 
‘ who were in the coach with the king, fhould have feen 
‘€ the aflaffin give the blow; and, if that infernal monfter 
* had thrown away his knife, they would not have known 
‘ whom to charge with it: but he fill held it in his hand, 
‘ as if to fhew it, and gloried in the greateft and moft 
‘* horrid of all affaffinations that ever was perpetrated.’ 
Péréfixe fays the fame; and this conduct of Ravaillac’s is 
more conformable to the character we have of him, than 
what the continuatof of De Thou relates: That it was 


nw Lai 
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“€ blood came gufhing from his mouth, cried out, ‘ The 
‘ king is dead.” Thefe words immediately occafioned a 
‘* great tumult. ‘The people, who were in the ftreets, 
‘ threw themfelves into the neareft fhops, one upon ano- 
“¢ ther, with fuch terror and difmay, as if the city had 
“* been taken. ‘The duke of Epernon fuddenly bethought 
‘€ himfelf of faying, that the king was only wounded, and 
‘* had fallen into a fwoon, ‘They defired fome wine ; 
‘ and, while fome of the inhabitants ran eagerly to get it, 
‘< they fhut up the coach doors, and told the people, that 
<< the king was only wounded ; and that they were carry- 
‘< ing him in hafte to the Louvre to get his wound drefled.” 
French Mercury, ibid. ) | 
‘€ I ran like one deprived of reafon, and, mounting the 

“€ firft norfe I found, galloped to the Louyre.. When I 
“ came to the Hôtel de Longueville, Inmet M.de Belan- 
‘< court returning from the Louvre, who faid to me, ‘* He 
6 is dead.” I rode on as far as the rails, where the French 
** and Swifs guards were then placed ; their pikes lowered. 
6 M. Le-Grand and I got through, and ran to the king’s 
“< clofet, and faw him extended on his bed. M. De-Vic, 
** counfellor of flate, was fitting by him on the fame bed, 
‘t and had laid his crofs of the order upon his mouth, put- 
“© ting him in mind of God. Milon, his firft phyfician, 
‘was fitting near the bed-fide weeping, and the furgeons 
‘< who attended to drefs hisswound; but he was already 
‘ dead. We fancied we heard him. figh, but it was 
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itis over; he is gone!” M. Le-Grand, as foon as he 
cc 


entered, kneeled at the fide of the bed, ard held one of 
€ his bates which he kiffed. As for me, I threw my- 
“¢ felf at his feet, which I held embraced, weeping bit- 
ceRerty. M. de Guife came in alfo, and ehiBraced him,” 
&c. Memoirs of Baflompierre, Vol. I. p. 297. 

‘6 The queen was in her clofet when this fad news was 
€ brought to her, and, wild with grief, came out imme- 
€ diately to fee him ‘Whois fhe onoured moft in the 
‘world, deprived of life; M. the chancellor, who 
“€ was then ‘in council; and had heard the news there, 
ce going up to her apartment, met her-as fhe was ali 
‘€ out, and ftopped her. # Alas?” faid fhe, as foon'as 
fhe faw him, “« the king is dead.” He, without betraying 
any emotion, replied f MEY our majefty muft pardon” me, 
‘6 the kings of France never die.” Then, entreating her 
to return to her clofet, We muft take care, faid he to 
«€ her, that our tears do not ruin our affairs; we muft re- 
¢¢ ferve them for another time: we have need of remedies, 

‘ and not of grief.” French Mercury, ibid. 
©“ At five o’clock in the evening it was no wheré cer- 
<¢ tainly known, except at the Louvre, that the king was 
‘¢ dead, not even in the quarter de La-Féronnerie, where 
«© he was killed: they thought he had been wounded only. 
€ The report reached the Auguftins before audience was 
<s over; the noife and confufed murmurs of the perfons 
<< who came into the court oppofite to the hall of the 
‘€ great chamber, encreafed every moment ; and at length 
‘ reached the ears of M. de Blanemefnil, fecond prefident 
« ofthe great chamber, who was at that time hearing a 
“¢ caufe pleaded in the hall: ftruck with this noife, he rofe 
€ up as if to collect the opinions of the judges upon it; 
€ but, inftead of fpeaking to them on this fubje@t, he 
<< went back to the great chamber: the reft, perfuaded 
‘€ that this noife was occafioned by fome fatal accident, 
 rofe from their feats, and broke off the pleadings. Im- 
« mediately they fent for the king’s counfellors of parlia- 
“ ment, and deputed them to the Louvre to know the 
<* ftate of affairs, and the will of his majefty : in the mean 
time, the. princes, dukes, and great lords, who were 
“ at Paris, haftened’ to the Louvre to attend the king as 
cé ufual! “Pheifieur de Vitry was ordered to aflemble all 
the deceafed king’s children in a chamber, particularly 
_ & the young king; and to fuffer no one to approach them. 
G£g3 <The 
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wind ; upon which the firft phyfician cried out, < Ah!’ 
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The dukes of Guife and Epernon were directed to get 
as many of the nobility as they could find, to mount 


their horfes, and ride through the city; and tell the 


people, that the king was not dead, but only wounded. 
Le-Jay, lieutenant civil, and Sanguin, the lord mayor, 
had orders to fhut all the city gates; to poflefs them- 
felves of the keys; raife all their officers; and to pre- 
vent all emotions and mobs in the city. ‘The guards 
which were in the fuburbs, received orders to come and 
poft themlelves upon the pont neuf, in the ftreet Dau- 
phiné, and near the Auguftins, in order to furround the 
parliament, and to force them, if neceflary, to declare 
the queen regent.. The king’s counfellors of the par- 
liament, returning from the Louvre to the Arfenal, found 
M. the firft prefident there, who had been brought in 
a chair, to whom, and to the chambers aflembled, 
having confirmed the report of the king’s death, they 
began to confult upon the requeft brought them by the 
king’s counfellors. M. de Guife and M. d’ Epernon 
came afterwards into the great chamber, being fent by 
the queen to fee what was doing there,” &c. L’Etoile, 


Pérefixe, ibid. 


c{. 
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“About nine o’clock the fame night, a great number 
of the lords rode through the city, and, as they paffed, 
faid to the people, The king is coming; he is well, 
God be thanked for it, It being night, the people 
thought the king was in that company, and cried aloud, 
Vive le roi. This cry fpreading from one quarter to 
another, the whole city refounded with, Vive le roi. It 
was only in the quarter of the Louvre, and that of the 
Auguftins, where the truth was known.” Ibid. 

‘ At night they dreft the king’s body, and wafhed him 
with the fame ceremony as if he had been alive. M. Du- 
Maine gave him his fhirt, M. Le-Grand ferved him, 
and J likewife was ordered to ferve him, and to repre- 
fent M. de Bouillon.” M. Baflompierre, ibid. 

‘ Saturday, May the 1gth, the king’s body was opened 
in the prefence of fix and twenty phyficians and furgeons; 
all the parts of which were found to be in fo good a flate, 
that, according to the courfe of nature, they judged he 
might have lived thirty years longer, His heart was 
fmal], but thick, and of clofe texture, and furprifingly 
found: his ftomach, as the phyficians and furgeons faid, 


‘ was the ftrongeft that had been ever feen: . his lungs: 


were grown a little to his left fide.” Baflompierre, ibid. 
Me. 
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‘¢ His entrails were fent immediately to St. Denis, 
“ without any pomp. The jefuits demanded the heart, 
‘ which they interred in their chapel of La-Fleche; the 
< body embalmed and laid in a leaden coffin, inclofed in 
‘ another of wood, and covered with cloth of gold, was 
‘ placed under a canopy inthe king’s chamber, with two 
€: altars on each fide, at which mafs was faid during eigh- 
<< teen days fucceffively, after which it-was carried to St. 
66 Denis,” &c. Péréfixe, ibid. 


See in the fame hiftorians feveral other interefting par- 


ticulars, as well with refpect to what pafled in the par- 
Kament, and in different parts of Paris, as upon the fu- 
neral ceremony obferved on this occafion. Upon this laft 
article, confult alfo the royal MSS. Vol. 9361. 

The memoirs of that time afford a great number. of 
obfervations, and curious particulars, relating to the af. 
faffination of Henry IV. which we cannot difpenfe with. 
eurfelves from annexing to the text of our Memoirs, The 
number and diverfity of them is all that perplexes us; for 
with refpect to the perfons who are concerned in them ; 
namely, the jefuits, the duke of Epernon, and feveral of 
the principal lords of the kingdom, the marchionefs of 
Verneuil, and the party fuppofed to be headed by her,, 
the officers of the queen’s houfhold, and many others 5, 
thefe circumftances are fo far from doing any injury to 
their memories, that it will be readily granted their inte- 
-reft requires that they fhould neither be fuppreft or dif- 

guifed ; for, fince all the ee of their enemies have 
never been able to prove one fact againft them, it 
neceflarily follows, that what he been faid was mere ca- 
Jumny, invented by wicked and defigning perfons. 

One general remark, and which is equally applicable 
to all, is fufficient to prove what I have afferted, that thofe 
accufations were founded on calumny only ; and this is, 
that Ravaillac never accufed, or gave the leaft room for 
fufpecting that any of thofe perfons were concerned in the 
king’s aflaffination. He conftantly maintained, that no 
one was privy to his defign, which he had conceived upon 


being told, that the king was going to make war upon the. 


Pope. He never varied from this declaration, and, when 
he was put to the.torture, he faid the fame as he had done 
at his trial. The moft dreadful pains could not force him 
to alter his depofition : he protefted, and repeated this pro- 
teftation upon the fcaffold: ‘That he never had either an 
accomplice orconhdant, ‘ Whenhe was ready to expire, 
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<é ‘he Gurviéd 46 his confeflor, and defited he would give 


«€ him abfolution ; for he had no more to fay: This the 
cer prieft refufed, telling him, That it was forbid'to thofe 


€: who, like him, had been guilty of high treafon,' unlefs 


€ he.difclofed his accomplices.” ‘Give it me, faid Ra- 
« yaillac,. upon condition that the declaration I have : 
6 made, that I had no accomplices, be true.”  ¢* I will 
« give it you upon that condition, replied the confeffor ; 
s¢ but aflure yourfelf, if you tell a lie in thefe moments, 
« your foul, at its feparation from your body, will be 
<¢ carried diredly to hell.’ ‘* I accept and receive it 
6 upon that condition,” faid Ravaillac. And thefe were 
<< the laft words he fpoke to Meffieurs de Fillefac and Ga- 
€ mache, two men: of great candour and honefty, and 
« the moft able doétors of the Sorbonne.” Words which 
deferve great notice, fince they are recorded by him, who, 
of all the writers on this fubjeét, has fhewn moft preju- 
dice and malice. Memoirs for a Hiftory of France, page 
23. ef | 
After this decifive remark I fhall begin with what re- 
lates to the jefuits, who have been lefs fpared than any of 
the others, and whom our author in the following book 
attacks the frft, tho’ he does not name them. But here 
I think myfelf obliged to relate what appears a very fin- 
gular confeffion in a great critic, who profefies that he 
does not fear the fociety, and will {pare no one whatever. 
«s [had the curiofity, fays he, to read the anfwer made: 
<< by the jefuits to the accufations of their enemies, their 
‘ reply to that, and the jefuits farther vindication of 
«* themfelves ; and it-appeared to me, that in many cafes - 
“ their accufers were at a lofs, which perfuades me that . 
‘ many things have been charged. upon them for which 
‘# there were no proofs, but ealily believed at the inftiga- 
“ tion of prejudiced perfons.” In effeét, there is nothing 
more folid, or better founded, in the declamations of Mo- 


-rizot, and a great number of anonymous writers.  Bayle’s 


Select Letters, Vol. I. Letter 230. 

CE fhal now proceed. to-the examination of fome words, 
attributed to’a jefuit‘in'a conference with Ravaillac : My 
friend, do not accufe' good men. | << Father Cotton went like- 
‘+ wife to Ravaillac, and bid him take care of accufing 
<6 the innocent ;! words which did ne? pafs unnoticed 
ce He afierwards would have perfuaded him, if he could, 
sé that he was a proteftant, faying, that he could never 
£ ‘believe that a Roman catholic was capable of commit- 
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“ing fo horrid an ation: but Ravaillac derided father 
- & Cotton, tho’ a jefuit, as well as the reft, whom he fent 

Se away with Felts and pleafantry. ‘* You would be 
“¢ aftonifhed, faid he to fome of them who were queftion- 
ing him, if I fhould tell you that it was you yourfelf who 
‘€ fet me on.” He did not fay this to father Cotton; for, 
*° wicked as he was, he had fome fcruples of confcience 
«© remaining that would not fuffer him to flander the bro- 
‘€ thers of the fociety.” Journal of the Reign of Henry 
IV. anno 1610. : 

Peter Matthieu, in his particular hiftory of the death 
of Henry IV. p..116. fays, “ That the queen, believing, 
6 jf the inhuman paricide could be led to repent of his 
crime, he would more freely own who they were that 
‘ urged him to commit it, thought it neceflary that he 
¢ fhould be vifited by the doctors and clergy, who might 
e put his mind into fuch a frame, that he would have 
<¢ oreater fears of eternal than temporal torments.” Fa- 
ther Cotton therefore might be of the number of thefe 
ecclefiaftics ; but the author does not mention him in par- 
ticular, and is wholly filent with refpe& to the words 
which have been attributed to him. He does not tell us 
that this father, when he accofted Ravaillac, called him 
my friend. The prior of Orleans fays not a word of this 
. fa& in his life of father Cotton, where it was natural for 
him to mention it, and where he has been as particular, 
with refpeét to this father, as Matthieu has been in every 
thing relating to the death of Henry the Great. 

“© Two circumftances, fays Mézerai, were obferved, 
€ of which the reader may judge as he pleafes; one was, 
€ that, when Ravaillac was feized, feven or eight men 
came up to him with fwords in their hands, and faid 
«¢ Joudly that he ought to be flain direCtly ; but they im- 
«* mediately concealed themfelves in the crowd: the other, 
& that the paricide was not carried to prifon at firft, but 
© was putinto the hands of Montigny, and remained 
two days in the Hôtel de Rais, where he was fo care- 
“* Jefly guarded, that all forts of people were allowed to 
*¢ fpeak to him: among others, an ecclefiaftic who had 
received great obligations from the deceafed king, ac- 
**cofting him, called him friend, and bid him take care 
“not to accufe good men.” Mézerai, it is plain, has 
copied the firft of thefe obfervations from P. Matthieu, 
who fays that it was the baron de Courtaumar, who, 
drawing his fword againit thefe men, forced them to fhel- 
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1609. tet themfelves in the crowd: but I do not fee what infe- 
mr rence is to be drawn from the former of thefe two facts 


related by Mézerai, except that thofe men, tranfported 
with rage and grief for the death of the beft of kings, , 
were eager to punifh the impious affaffin; and as for the 
other fact, after what has been juft faid in the foregoing re- 
mark, it muft be allowed to be very doubtful and hazard- 
ous, upon a fuppofition, that by the ecclefiaftic, who had 
great obligations to the king, the author means father Cot- 
ton: but indeed, if this father did go to fee Ravaillac, and 
if he really faid thofe words, My friend, do not accufe good 
men, what ought to be inferred from an expreffion of gen- 
tlenefs and chriftian charity, which neither direétly nor in- 
directly prefents any thing criminal tothe mind? Abr, 
Hift. and Chron. Vol. III. p. 1460. : 
Here follows, what is ftill, in different writings, to be 
found againft the jefuits on this occafion: ‘¢ Father D’Au- 
€ bigny, who had confefled Ravaillac, was privately in- 
“ terrogated by the firft prefident upon the fecret confef- 
 fion, but-he could draw nothing from him except this : 
‘ That God, who to fome men had given the gift of 
‘€ languages, to others the gift of prophecy, revelation, - 
€ &c. had on him beftowed the gift of forgetfulnefs of 
confeffions. Moreover, added he, we, who are ec- _ 
clefiaftics, know nothing,of the world ; we do not mix 
in its affairs, or heed what paffes in it.” ‘+ Rather, re- 
plied the firft prefident, you know too much, and are 
‘ too far concerned in its bufinefs; and, if you were not 
<< more fo than you own you are, things had gone bet- 
Se ter.” Memoirs for a Hiftory of France, ib. p. 320, 
214 | 
Thefe lat circumftances relating to father D’Aubigny, 
are certainly the moft fevere of all that have been urged 
againft the jefuits. It was well known, that Ravaillac, in 
his depofitions, acknowledged that he was acquainted 
with this jefuit; that he had been prefent when he faid 
mafs ; that he had imparted to him his vifions ; the trou- 
ble of his mind, &c. He was confronted with this father, 
who maintained to Ravaillac himfelf, that he had never 
feen him, and that all he had faid concerning him was 
falfe. “Che French Mercury, far more deferving to be 
_ credited than any of the writers I have quoted, becaufe 
the author {peaks fo fully and with fo much clearnefs of 
this affair, that one fees, in a manner, the whole pro- 
ceedings of the trial; he, after giving a minute account 
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of every circumftance of their examination, adds, ‘€ Fa- 
‘6 ther D’Aubigny faid to Ravaillac, that he was very 
“ wicked; and that, after perpetrating fo horrid a fact, 
‘¢ he ought not to accufe any one falfly, nor add to the 
‘© number of his fins” Ravaillac being told, that, if 
“ he had any charge to bring againft father D’Aubigny, 
€ he muft do it then, replied, that he had not any ; that 
€ 


an wT 


en «nn 


‘* prieft; and that he would believehim. In like man- 


ner the faid D’Aubigny having notice given him to 
make his objections againft the witnefs, and that ac- 
cording to the ordinance, he would not be admitted to 
“© make them, if not immediately, he faid he had no 
“© more to fay, but that he was a wicked man, anda 
moft audacious liar.” French Mercury, anno 1610. 
Ravaillac’s filence to thefe reproaches may well pafs for 
a conviction of the calumny... This circumftance of the 
trial may be feen at largein the book itfelf. Matthieu 
fays it was Servin, the king’s advocate, who interrogated 
father D’Aubigny, and that this was the anfwer :. Chat 
<< ever fince he had, by the orders of his fuperiors, quit- 
“€ ted preaching to apply himfelf wholly to hearing con- 
‘€ feffions, God had beftowed the fingular grace upon 
<< him of effacing immediately from his memory whatever 
was faid to him under the feal of confeffion.” But 
this writer, tho’ an enemy of the jefuits, does not men- 
tion the firft prefident’s malicious reply to him; and doubt- 
lefs he is more deferving of belief, than the Memoirs for 
the Hiftory of France; becaufe he was living at that time, 
and was moft particularly interefted in the memory of 
Henry IV. who had honoured him with his favour. — Pate 
quier, the great enemy of the jefuits, by not accufing 
them of any thing, fhews plainly enough, that he be- 
lieved them innocent. Hiftory of Henry IV. ib. Letters 
of Nicholas Pafquier. 

€ On Sunday, May 23, Father Portugais, a corde- 
‘ lier, and fome curates of Paris; among others, the 
curates of the parifhes of St. Bartholomew and St. 
Paul, in dark ambiguous words, and hints fcarcely in- 
telligible, taxed the jefuits with being accomplices in 
‘€ the king’s affaffination, arguing againft them from their 
‘ own books and writings: namely, thofe of Mariana 
and Becanus. It was alfo propofed, fays the fame au- 
‘ thor whom I now quote, to forbid the jefuits the pub- 
‘€ lic pulpits. However they went no farther than to of 
6 der 
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de? Mariana’s book to be burnt by the hands of the 
comimon hangman, which was done accordingly, June 


8, before the church of Notre Dame. This book 


openly defended the deed of brother Clément, and has 


been twice printed; the firft time in folio, the fecond 


in oftavo. In the firft edition, he calls this brother, 
æternum galiia@ decus; but thefe three words are left 


<¢ out in the fecond edition, which I have before me.” 
Memoirs for the Hiftory of France, ib. p. 328. 

© If all the authors who have written upon the fame prin- 
ciples with thofe of Mariana and Becanus, weré to be 
accufed of having contributed to the king’s murder, * A 


cs 
cé 


criminal procefs might be entered againft John Petit, 
a doGtor of the Sorbonne, whofe epinions were re- 
jected by the council of Conftance ; likewife againft 
the celebrated John Gerfon, James Almain, Richer, 
John Boucher of the fame’ college and fociety. Can 
they be ignorant that an’ extraordinary aflembly was 
held among the doctors of the Sorbonne, to proceed 
to thé apotheofis of James Clement, the affaffinator of 
Henry III. and that among that great number of doc- 
tors, which compofed the affembly, ‘only one, named 
John Poitevin, was againftit? In thofe miferable times, 
a furious hatred and mifguided zeal extinguifhed the na- 
tural ‘lights of reafon; “and however revolting that 
doëtrine might be, which teaches that it is fometimes 
lawful to murder kings, however oppofite to fcripture 


* and reafon, yet, to the fhame of humanity, and the 
* difgrace of religion, that do€trine prevailed. Mariana, 


a Spanifh jefuit, in. a book entitled De Rege & Regis 
Inftitutione, held in effet that it was fometimes al- 
lowable to murder tyrants, tho’ elfewhere he teaches, 
that a-lawful prince cannot be killed or deprived of his 


authority by an individual. “The enemies of the jefuits’ 


advance, that it was from this book Ravaillac had tak- 
en his firft leflon, which he practifed but too well. It 
is certain, however, that he never read the book, knew 


* nothing of it, and did not underftand' Latin well 


enough to read it: but thefe reafonings are the effecis 
of paffion and prejudice. Father Aquaviva, to hinder 
the rafhnefs of fome writers from raifing fuch calum- 
nies againft the jefuits for the future; on the 8th of 
July forbad all the fubjects'of the fociety, upon pain of 
being excommunicated and fufpended from exercifing 
any of the facred functions, to fpeak or write any thing 
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‘ which, could authorize, in any manner, .or ,under any. 
<< pretence, the paricide of kings, whom, by the, law of. 
‘€ God, fays. he, we are commanded. to honour and,re- 


_ <,fpeG,. as. facred perfons placed by. his hands upon the 
& throne,” Chronol. and. > Degm- Vol. dy p.415, and: 


following. 


What shouts Bie of ‘Marianas. may with equal jndive. 


be applied to Becan; but, among all thefe accufations, 


I fee only one in which there! is any probability; which is. 


that drawn from the book of this Spanifh jefuit, con- 
demned. by the, parliament, as} being capable .of arming 
fubjects againft their 

‘to’ be infered from t 


er to! the, prejudice. of the French 
jefuits,, what proofs could, a,book}furnith againft, them, 
which). was,.written by,a foreigners. and in the year 1606 
publicly condemned. as a,mof{t pernicious pisven and even 
rejected by the jefuits themfelyes? . 

<<. The: queen, who was) defirous that "father Cotton 
‘ and the.abbe Du-Bois, the.declared enemy,of,,that fa- 
€ ther and. the, whole fociety, fhould be'reconciled, per- 
‘* mitted, himto haye.a.conference with that abbe, which 
‘© Jafted four,hours,, at the houfe of the leutenant-civils 
SS but; not. being able to, agree, father Cotton, to take 
6 himiat fome difadvantage,.at length afked him if he 
‘6 thought the jefuits had: been the caufe of the late king’s 


s< aflaflination,, and if he believed. that he had killed him. : 


«© Noj?? ureplied.the abbe. Du-Bois.. ‘For, if, Lthought 
S* fo, t.would, this inftant, faid he, fwearing.a great oath, 
¢*. hoift, you. up, by the throat and ftrangle you, and then 
‘* throw you out of the window.” . Father Cotton af- 
ce, terwards afked him. if the. jefuits, were, not catholics. 
€, Oh yes, anfwered. he, fuch catholics. as tne devil is.” 

Journal of the reign. of Henry. FV. by P. L’Etoile, p. 233. 


ign; ; but in reality what ought. 


461. 
hope 


<<, Qn, Tuefday, May.25, there wasa quarrel betwixt 


‘© M..de Loménie and. father Cotton, in full council. 


Loménie told him, that it was he and,his feeretary, 


€. who had murdered, the king, -whereupon,, the members 
of the. council reprefenting to him that he ought to be 
£ more, moderate in. his expreffions, he.‘ faid; that his 
‘6 grief for the death of -his.good matter might force him 
‘into fome intemperance of language, butthat he would 
“¢ not. fpeak but. in the queen’s prefence, .At,the fame 
‘ time Beringhen quarrelled with De-Lorme, firit phyfi- 
«f cian iS the queen, who nt the jefuits, and faid 

i SORA + iS... ; things 


1609. 


MEMOIR-S Book XXVII. 


‘€ things as fevere to him as Loménie had done to father 
«6 Cotton.” | LS ‘à 
Is it ae that perfons under the influence of paf- 
fion, and in thofe moments when they fuffer themfelves 
to be carted away by their conjectures, prejudices, and 
particular enmities, fhould utter inveétives, and make re- 
proaches which they cannot prove ? At fuch times they of- 
ten fay things which they do not believe, and which, 
when their reafon is lefs clouded, they inwardly difa- 
vow. «| aa 
John Du-Bois, abbe of Beaulieu, being a fhort time 
after obliged to quit the kingdotilh was arrefted at Rome, 
and put into the prifons of the inquifition, either at the 
fuit of the jefuits or of the procurator-general of celeftin 
monks ; for he had formerly been of that order, and quit- 
ted it without giving an account of the money which had 
been depofited in his hands. He had afterwards born 
arms and diftinguifhed himfelf in the fervice of Henry III. 
who ufed to call him the emperor of the monks: after 
that, he refumed the ecclefiaftic habit, and Was celebrated 
tor his preaching. Whatever was the caufe, he was de- 
tained in thofe prifons till the year 1626, which was the 
fame year in which he died, being a few days after he was 
reftored to his liberty by pope Gregory XV. Memoirs 
for a Hiftory of France, French Mercury, and Moreri. 
In L’Etoile, La-Varenne makes a very fingular fpeech 
to the jefuits at his return from La-Fléche, whither he 
had accompanied them in the ceremony of bearing the 
king’s heart to their chapel. Having entertained them all 
to the number of twenty-four at dinner, he continued his 
difcourfe to them (the former part of which had been pretty 
fevere) in this manner: “I will not fcruple to tell you, 
‘¢ faid he, that there is a very bad report concerning you 
“6 circulated in this city, which has come to my ears; 
“© that there are among you fome who were abettors of, 
‘ and accomplices, in the wicked aflaffination of the 
“< deceafed king. Hitherto I have not believed it; but, 
‘6 if I fhould ever happen to difcover any thing againft 
“ you, I declare that I will have you all feized one after 
‘ the other, and hang you in my ftables.” Such was La- 
Varenne’s harrangue to the jefuits; but it was time, 
fay they, to fhut the ftable-door when the fteed was 
ftolen. Ibid. p. 176. 
As this fpeech of La-Varenne’s is not mentioned in 
any of the beft authors of his time, there is good reafon 
te 
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to think it one of thofe tdle ‘and ridiculous tales fit to amufe 1609. 
the populace, and gratify the malice and prejudice of an yw 


enemy who finds reafon and probability in every thing that 
is conformable to his paffion. 

: The fame author, fpeaking of the provoft-marfhal of 
Pluviers, fays, that he had two fons who were both je- 
fuits, and endeavours to prove that they were acceflary to 
the king’s aflaffination ; but it is evident that nothing could 
be more unjuft than the reafonings of this writer, or more 
falfe than his conclufions, with refpect to the provoft of 
Pluviers: for why indee oe it be aflerted, that the 
jefuitaere ‘in a combi with that provoft, becaufe 


he had two fons in the mao ? It would not follow from 
thence that they had contributed to Ravaillac’s crime, un- 
Jefs'it could: be proved, which it is-impoffible to do, that 
the provoft hanged himfelf through his fear of falling in- 
to the hands of juftice, for having, in concert with the 
jefuits, endeavoured to infpire Ravaillac with a refolution 
to complete his horrid defign: but this bafe calumny is 
refuted by the French Mercury, who, after obferving that 
all which had been faid againft the jefuits had been taken 
from L’Anticotton, the Thanks of the Butter-woman, 
and fuch like writings, ‘° They ought furely,' faid he, to 
‘6 agree in’ their fatires, fince they all proceed from the 
‘¢ fame mouth. Of thefe two books, the firft was not 
‘ printed till the middle of September, and the other to- 
‘© wards the end of Odtober; and it was always thought 
€ that this provoft hanged himfelf becaufe inftruments for 
** coining had been found upon him, having practifed the 
‘¢ art of coining, and been guilty of other crimes in his 
‘¢ office, for which he knew he could not avoid death ; 
€ and not for the above mentioned accufation, which was 
‘ raifed againft him at the inftigation of his enemies.” 
French Mercury, anno 1610. | 

- That very obfervation, that nothing was alledged againft 
the jefuits, atthat time, which was. not taken from the 
moft contemptible libels, is alone a fufficient anfwer to all 
other calumnies of that nature ; and after fome words 
which efcaped one of the moft furious enemies this fociety 
ever had, it ought no longer to be doubted. This Anti- 
jefuit, faid he, appeared about that time, and, except 
low abufe, it will be found to contain nothing. ‘The au- 
thor was aiyoung man named Boneftat. The fa@tor of 
Guillemot was imprifoned for it. “The Catholicon of Sau- 
mur appeared likewife ; a work made up of bad and sg 
| ê an 
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La-Barillierie, who is a free-fpeaker, meeting two jefuits: 
fome days after the king’s affaffination, << Gentlemen, 
‘ faid he, I think you are jefuits : there is a merchant at 
«© Chatelleraut who has very good knivescto: fell; “perhaps. 
€! you may find fome that will fuit you there”: This is 
not a proof, but a witticifm, which pleafes not on account 
of the truth there is in it, but for its malicious: and:fatyri~ 
cal turn. Memoirs for.a Hiftory of France, ib. 3534 >: ' 
‘€ Divray, a clerk of the court, told one of »my friends 

the next day, that as they were conducting necabietgeet 
€ felle Coman, the fame w s been former en- 
** tioned, before the count fhe faid to hins ; ** re 
«< vealed to the jefuits, in‘ confeffion, alloI knew of this 
6c 
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confpiracy, and they entreated me not to :mention it.” 
Certainly the jefuits were greatly concerned! in what: this 
girl alledged : how comes it then that the:writers of thofe 
times, who-have been fo particular in theinwelations, have 
taken no-notice of this cireumftance? Ibid:-p. 358. | 

Norisit lefs eafy to refute the following citations againft 
the feveral perfons we have named ; indeed theyicarry their 
refutation along with them, by cqmprehending, in the 
{fame accufation, perfons who were not only without con 
nection of friendfhip orintereft, but were declared ene- 
mies, and publicly known to be fuch: I mean the queen 
and the marchionefs of Verneuil, and their partizans. 
For the fame reafon, therefore, we think» ourfelves dif- 
penfed »with from. joining to each quotation’ reflections 
which would greatly fwell thefe notes,  andwhich mutt 
neceflarily-occur to every judicious readers ! + 

‘The: Sunday before the. Wednefday on. which “ie 
‘© king was murdered, being the gth of May, this fol: 
‘¢ dier, a wicked lewd fellow, and who, ‘fays the author 
a few lines above, had formerly:been a prieft, ‘met the 

widow of captain St. Matthieu, achugenot; a little be- 
** yond the gate St. Antony, on the. road from: Charen- 
ton, and knowing her, he accofted her, and, after 
*¢ fome difcourfe, afked her if fhe ftill dived ‘selves; 
«© She told him fhe did. : And what are you doing there fo 
“ Jong?” faid the foldier. | «* Doing, fhereplied, I have 
‘6 a great deal of bufinefs to tranfact.’? 6 Faith, re- 
: turned he, if I was in your place, no law fuit or bufi- 
nefs whatever fhould keep me there; and it. is becaufe 
I wifh you well that I advife you to get out of Paris?” 
‘6 But why do you wifh»me out of Paris ?”” faid fhe. 


_ Bceaufe, refumed the foldier, before eight days are 


3 66 paft, 


: 
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“© paft, it is in’ danger of fuffering fo great a difafter, 1610, 
that happy will it be for them who are at a diftance from Ca} 
‘sit. I therefore advife you, as a friend, to quit Paris 
as foon as poffible, and believe what I fay to you.” 
“: When they came to the entry of the church, where the 
 fermon was not yet begun, the foldier faid he would 
** not hear the fermon. But,” faid he, laughing, ‘+I 
will go and examine the difpofition of your guards, 
who are a multitude of poor miferable wretches, 
*¢ ranged on each fide like two hedges.”” Then looking 
‘sat them, ‘* Behold bg lame ftragglers, faid he to 
“6 this'woman, which we are accuftomed to fee in Paris 
“at the entrance of our churches; do you not obferve | 
“© thofe foldiers who are amongft them? I know them 
‘< every one; they are all robbers; four of them in par- 
“¢ ticular, whom I fee there, are deftined for four terrible 
“érexploits: but the wickedeft, and moft determined of 
<¢ them all, Ido not fee.” Saying this, he took leave of 
€ the woman, and went away. Upon the Wednefday 
« following, when the king was aflaflinated, fhe begun. 
“> +0 reflect upon what the foldier had faid to her, and the 
6 Sunday after, being in doubt whether fhe ought to go to 
<< Charenton, hearing that others had fet the example, 
<< fhe refolved to follow it, and upon the road again met 
& the foldier, to whom, in great furprife, fhe faid, «TI 
«think you are a prophet; i fhall believe you another 
é time: but I hope we fhall fuffer no more.” ** This 
‘ js nothing yet, faid the foldier ; all is not over ; there 
‘sare other ftrokes to follow this, equally wicked, and 
“-much more dangerous ; and, fince you are refolved ta 
“¢ believe me for the future, take my counfel, and leave 
‘€ your abode as foon as poffible.” | 
224€ Upon giving immediate information of this difcourfe 
“ to the minifters of the church, among others to M, 
“ Durand, he procured her, by means of one of his 
friends, accefs to M. Defunétis, who having heard 
“what fhe had to fay, and got intelligence from her 
“ where this foldier dwelt, and at what hour he might be 
‘* fpoke with, he went to his lodgings at ten o’clock at 
- & night,.and feizing him without any difficulty, lodged 
him in a place of fecurity. The great probability 
‘* there was in this flory made many perfons hope that at 
€ Jength there would be a full difcovery of this deplored 
«< and moft abominable enterprize, if the vile methods of 
‘6 proceeding ufed ih the affair, had not deftroyed ail the 
* Vou IV. Hh ‘© good 
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: good effects. that might have been expected from the 


‘€ difcoveries already made; but fuch was the conduét ob- 
<< ferved in it, that one would imagine we were afraid of 
‘6 fhewing ourfelves too fevere and exa@t, in fearching in- 
“ toa crime the moft barbarous and moft wicked that has 
‘ ever been perpetrated.in: Europe for upwards of a thou- 
* fand years.” L’Etoile’s Journal, page. 150, and fol- 
lowing. 

‘4 Yuefday, May 18, the court being affembled, deli- 
‘€ berated upon the forms and proceedings to be ufed ir 
“the trial and condemnation of that moft deteftible pa- 
<< ricide and affafiin of his king gs Francis Ravaillac; but 
‘ it was more efpecially confidered in this aflembly what 
** tortures fhould be'ufed to extort a confeffion from this 
‘ miferable wretch. It was refolved that he fhould be 
‘ put to extraordinary tortures, and thofe of the mioft 
“ cruel kind, even foreign. ones were propofed, and, 
‘ among. others, that of Geneva, which was called the 
a Eos athe: or beurriere, a torture fo violent, that it is faid 
‘ none. on whom it was tried, but was forced by it to 
‘© confefs.. Upon this the opinions of the affembly were 
‘€ divided ; the oldeft and the beft approved of its being 
“ tried, the others wavering between both, and apt to 
‘ change their opinions every moment, refolved upon no- 
‘- thing; therefore moft of thofe who are only determined 
“ by gain, having given their votes, in. mitzorem (Jeu de~ 
“© teriarcm) carried the vote that day by a great majority.” 
Ibid.p. 154, 

‘ According to the faid arrêt, he was put to the torture 
“ in order to oblige-him to reveal his accomplices : what 
‘* pañled is fil a fecret to all but the court.” French 
Mercury, anno 1610, fol. 454. 

‘¢ A certain infamous fellow, having publicly railed at 
** the deceafed king, and praifed Ravaillac, faying that he 
‘‘ had performed a noble act, was feized and brought 
‘ prifoner to Paris, The Lot At dese againit him, as 
‘* thofe againft Macon, were laid before the chancellor, 
€ but have ftill :remained. a fecret; nor has there been 
‘ any mention made of bringing them to juftice.” Me- 
moirs for the Hifiory of France, Vol. II. p. 324. 
‘© When the aflafin was brought to te place of pu- 
nifhment, and upon the point of being torn in pieces 
‘¢ by the horfes, obferving that a certain man, who was 
‘ near the fcaffold, had alighted from his horfe to put it 
‘ in the place of one which “had been’tired with dragging 

“© him: 
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ing circumftances: ‘¢ This infamous man, whofe wicked- 
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him: ‘6 They deceived me, faid he, when they told 
me, that the action Î was going to commit would be 
pleafing to the people, fince they themfelves furnifh 


orfes to tear mein pieces.” A proof, adds the author, 


in the margin, that he had been incited by fome per- 
fons to commit. that execrable fact, and that he had ac- 
complices.” Ib. p. 322. + 


Here follows what relates to the provoft of Pluviers : 


The provoft of Pluviers, or Pétiviers, a city in Beauce, 
diftant about two days journey from Paris, was accufed 


of having faid, the fame day, that the king was mur- 


407 
1610, 


dered ; this day the hing 15 either flain or wounded, Be- 


ing brought prifoner to Paris, he was found dead in 
the prifon, ftrangled with the ftrings of his drawers. 
He was hanged by the feet in the Gréve, on the 1oth 
of June.” French Mercury, anno 1610. 

L’Etoile, afterrelating the fame fact, adds the follow- 


nefs was publicly known, and who had two fons of the 
order of the jefuits, gusd motaxdum, acknowledged by 
every one to be a very bad fubjectto the king, but a 
good fervant,to the family of Entragues and the mar- 
chionefs of Verneuil, and known to be a rogue and 
extorticner, was accufed of having faid, in Pluviers, 
while he was playing, or looking upon others who were 


playing, at bowls, in a garden, at the very time the — 


king was murdered, The king is juff now murdered; he 
is dead, depend upon it; and, fome days before, he had 
ufed words to the fame purpofe, or very near it, which 
was not taken notice of till the thing happened, »which 
made them believe that the old villain knew fomething 
of the enterprize, and was one of the accomplices of 
that vile affaffin: fo that, being carefully watched, and 
eagerly purfued, he was atlength taken and brought to 
Paris, where he was confined in the Conciergerie du 
Palais, where, a fhort time. afterwards, to their great 
aftonifhment, they found him. dead, being ftrangled 
with the ftrings of his drawers. The parliament had 
him tried, tho’ dead, and found him guilty of the crime 


of high treafon; but, after all, dead men do not fpeak, 


which was what they wanted; for, if he had tpoke, 
he might have faid too much for the honour and ad- 
vantage of many perfons whom they had no inclination 


tohurt. This was what was believed by all the people 
6 about Pluviers, who ufed to exclaim, Good God. haw 
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fortunate is the death of this wicked man for M. D'En- 


tragues, the marchionefs of Verneuil his daughter, and 
the whole family. Upon this miferable wretch was found 
a tool and an infirument made ufe of in coining, called 
a mold. It was faid, that he had been guilty of that 
practice ; but this inftrument was found to be a tool 
for breaking iron gates, and bars of iron, even of the 
Jargeft fize, like thofe in the Baftile, in order to get 


« the count of Auvergne from thence.” Journal of the : 


Reign of Henry IV. page 183. 


LL 
cc 


* The queen fent for Durat the phyfician, aman 
whom the king detefted, and would never fuffer in his 
prefence, and even forbid the queen to employ. She, 
however, retained him for her phyfician, made him 
one of her council, with large appointments, and all 
to oblige Conchini, who, it was faid, bore with great 
fortitude the death of the king.” In the margin it is — 
written, ‘Che public were perfuaded, that his wife and 
he had greatly’ contributed to the king’s aflaffination.” 


Memoirs for the Hiftory of France, Vol. II. p. 309. 
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«© On Sunday, January the 3oth, the marchionefs of 
Verneuil was, upon the depofitions of mademoifelle 
Coman, interrogated by M. the firft prefident at his 
houfe. Her examination lafted from one o’clock in 
the afternoon till five. She is thus called, Henrietta de 
Balzac D’Entragues, marchionefs of Verneuil, mif- 
trefs to king Henry IV. She was accufed by La-Co- 
man; yet was decreed to be heard but once, although 
the affair was the king’s aflaffination, and the crime 
high treafon.” Ib. p. 358. | 
The next day the queen fent a gentleman to the firft 
prefident, to defire he would fend her his opinion con- 
cerning this procefs, to whom the good man replied, 
You may tell the queen, that God has referved me to 
live in an age to fee and hear things fo ftrange, as I 
never thought I could have heard or feen.” One of 
his friends and mine faying to him, that it was almoft 
the general opinion that this young woman, by her ac- 
cufing fo many perfons, and of the higheft rank in the 
kingdom, fpoke at random, and without any proofs ; 
the firft prefident, raifing his eyes to heaven, and fhrug- 
ging up his fhoulders, replied, “here are but too many, 
there are but too many.” Ibid. | 
‘ Monfieur D’Epernon at the fame time, who was 
moft interefted in this afair, and who eagerly pufhed 
| ‘ on 
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on the procefs againft this girl, that fhe miel be put to 1610. 
death, went generally for. that purpofe to the council, wy 


and Maé a vifit to the firft prefident to hear what Had 
paffed ; but that gentleman, with his accuftomed gra- 
vity, and afperity of countenance, which thofe elpe- 
cially whom he did'not like, were fure to meet with 


from him, repulfed him difdainfully,. faying, I am 


not your news-monger, but your judge.” The duke 
telling him, that he afked him as a friend, “ I have 
no friends, replied the prefident ; I will do you juftice : 
be fatished with that.” M. D’Epernon, returning in 
great difcontent, went and complained to the queen, 
who immediately difpatched a meflenger to the firft pre- 
fident, to tell him that, fhe had best informed, he 
had treated the duke of pier ak ill, and that it was 
her defire he fhould, for the future, DURE with more 
refpect to him, in Rein of his high quality. 
To this, the firft prefident replied: ‘* I have been a 
judge fifty years, thirty of which T have had the ho- 
nour to prefide in the fovereign court of the peers of 
this kingdom, and, during that time, I never faw any 
lord, duke, or peer, of what quality foever, who was 
accufed of high treafon, who came before his judges 
booted and fpurred, as M. D’Epernon has done, and 
with his fword by his fide. Do not fail to tell the 
queen this.” This was a freedom becoming a firft pre- 
fident. I fhould not record this fpeech of his here, if 
I did not certainly know it to be true.’ 

‘6 If it be afked, fays M. de Péréfixe, who were the 
furies, the KeAds: that fuggefted to him fo damnable a 
defign, and urged him to carry it into execution, hiftory 
replies, that it is ignorant, and that, upon an action of 
fuch confequence, it is not aHOtABTE to give fufpicions 
and conjectures for certain truths: the judges them- 
felves, who interrogated the criminal, durft not open 
their mouths, ahd never mentioned it, but with gef- 
tures of horror and aftonifhment.”  Péréfixe’s Hiftory 


of Henry the Great, Part Til. p. 410. 


The continuator of De Thou’s Latin Hiftory fays, 


that two different opinions prevailed upon this fubjeét ; 
fome were perfuaded that the affaffination of Henry IV. 
was the work of fome great lords of the kingdom, who 
facrificed this prince to their antient refentment; others 
believed that it was Spain who ftruck this blow by the 


partizans fhe had in France: and this writer radds, that 


the 
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the prefident De Thou, and the ableft heads in the par-, 
liament, was of this latter opinion. He likewife men- 
tions letters from Bruflels, Antwerp, Malines, and Bol- 
duc, before the 15th of May, which exprefied that it was 
commonly reported in thofe provinces, that Henry IV. 
had been murdered. Nic. Rigalt, anno 1610. Vol. VI. 


- 492. Bik Sa 
8 That paflage from L’Etoile, whith I quoted a little be- 
fore, may, if granted to be of any authority, give room 
for a third opinion: namely, that this plot, or rather all thefe 
different plots, were to end in a rebellion, and evena kind 
of fecond maflacre in Paris; and that this was not executed, 
becaufe the confpirators feeing the king dead, which was 
the great and principal object they had in view, thought 
it needlefs to proceed any farther. 

And here I cannot difpenfe with myfelf from mentioning 
fome writings, which may be found in the fourth volume 


of L’Etoile’s Journal, lately printed under the title of. 


Piéces Juftificatives. Some of them relate to the affair 
and procefs of mademoifelle Coman. They add nothing, 
or very little, to what has been already faid. ‘The others 
are, ( 
Firft, a manufcript which the author pretends had been 
found in the cabinet of the duke D’Aumale (Charles de 
Lorrain, fecond fon of Claude) who died in the Low. 
Countries in the year 1631. In this manufcript, which 
heavily charges the jefuits and the count of Auvergne, al- 
though in prifon at the time, it is related, that the duke 
of. Epernon, who was in the coach with his majefty, fee- 
ing him wounded to death (thefe are his words) ‘° Stab- 
“¢ bed him in the fide with a knife, that he might be foon- 
er out of pain. The duke of Montbazon adds, he 
** faw the duke of Epernon ftab the king, but did not 
‘ take any notice of it, becaufe he favoured this aflaf- 
€ fination.” | | 
The fecond of thefe pieces is entitled, The Meeting 
between the duke of Epernon and Francis Ravaillac. It 
is there afferted, that this duke, being at Angoulême, fent 
for Ravaillac and two other accomplices of his, and he 
and father Cotton exhorted them to poignard the king, 
giving for a reafon, that this prince was an enemy to the 
Pope, the king of Spain, and the catholic religion, which 
he was going to abolifh in Europe; and that, after they 


_ had made them fwear to perform this, -receiving the com- 


munion upon it from father Cotton, they gave them each 
two 
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two hundred crowns. The affaflins then took the road 1610. 
to Paris, where, having ftaid along time, without meet- Ww à 


ing with an opportunity of executing their enterprize, 
they obliged D’Epernon to give each of them a’ hundred 
crowns more; that, when the moment for perpetrating 
the parricide approached, the duke of Epernon, as he 
had agreed upon beforehand with Ravaillac, amufed the 
king with fome difcourfe, and then the horrid villain, 
throwing himfelf upon the king, gave him a wound with 
a knife ; but the faid duke perceiving that it was very flight, 
and that the king cried out, Iam wounded, he made a 
fign to him to repeat the ftroke, whereupon ‘this execra- 


ble wretch, with a fecond blow, ftruck the king into the! 
heart ; fo that he expired immediately. All thefe imputa- 


tions, to be found only in contemptible libels, deferve 
lefs, that we fhould fhew their falfhood and inconfiftency 


than the former. See Pafquier’s letter to M. de Monac, - 


in which he juftifies the duke of Epernon. 


The other pieces relate to the ftory of Peter Du-Jar-" 
din, known by the name of captain de La-Garde, of 


whom we have already had occafion to fpeak. From 


thefe we learn, that Du-Jardin was a native of Rouen: 


he ferved at firft in the regiment of guards, afterwards in 
the light horfe: he then went to Provence, where he was 
employed by the duke of Guife in his majefty’s fervice, 
Marfhal Biron knew him when he ferved in the light 
horfe, “and attached him to himfelf on account of his great 
bravery. After the peace of Savoy, he went into the 
fervice of the republic of Venice, where he continued 
till fhe made. peace with the Pope. He then went to 
ferve in Germany under the duke De Mercceur. He 
again returned to Venice, from whence, after a fhort 
ftay at Florence and Rome, he came to Naples. In this 
city he became acquainted with a refugee, named La- 
Bruyerre, who had been a leaguer: by him he was in- 


troduced to a jefuit, called. father Alagon, uncle to the — 


duke of Lerma, the king of Spain’s favourite. ‘This je- 
fuit, being defirous to make ufe of fo brave aman in the 
defign that was projected of aflaflinating Henry IV. joined 
him. with Hébert, marfhal Biron’s fecretary, who has been 
mentioned in our Memoirs, with Lewis D’Aix, men- 
tioned likewife in the account of the ‘reduction of Mar- 
feilles, and with another Provincial, called Roux, all of 
them French refugees. ; 
R 
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In one of their parties of pleafure Ravaillac was intro- 
duced tothem, who difclofed to them all his defigns, and 
told them that he brought a letter from the duke of Eper- 
non for the .viceroy of Naples. La-Garde, having now 
got fufficient intelligence of every thing that was project- 
ing, went to Zamet, ambafiador from France to Venice, 
to difcover-.all he knew. . This. ambaflador fent Him im- 
mediately to M. De Bréves, our ambaflador at Rome, and 
to Zamet, his brother, at Paris, . De-Bréves ‘gave La- 
Garde letters for M. de Villeroi, with which he returned 
to Paris in the train of the duke of Nevers, who'at Fon- 
Tr tainebleau prefented him to his majefty. :Henry:ÎV-after 

ei: teat mu telling him that he would take proper meafures to render 
=) thefe defigns upon his perfon ineffectual, ordered this of- 

ae ficer to accompany the grand marfhal of Poland into Ger- 
many, and to take care of his intereftsithere. : La-Garde, 
returning to France with advices of great importance from 
the grand marfhal of Poland, was at Francfort! informed 

> of the king’s death. He retired to Metz greatly indifpofed, 
from whence he followed marfhal de. La-Chatre.to the 
expedition of Juliers. After the. peace, as he was upon 
his journey to France, he, was attacked: near-the village 
of Fize by fome armed men, who gave him feveral 
wounds, and left him for dead in a ditch. . La Garde 
made fhift to get to Mézieres, where the duke of Nevers 
then was, who caufed him to be conducted to Paris, where, 
upon prefenting a petition to the king, he obtained the 
office of comptroller general. of, Bierres; : but, when he 
leaft expected fuch treatment, he, was feized aiid carried to 
prifon. Before judgment was pronounced, which could 
not but be favourable, becaufe his jucges found him ab- 
folutely innocent of every thing charged upon him, an 
exempt came to take him out of prifon, and delivered 
him a brevet for a yearly penfion of fix hundred livres, 
and his patent for the office of comptroller-general of 
Bierres: it appears that he retired to Rouen, and died there. 
Another writer of {till later date; who has reftored the 
five interrogatories of Ravaillac, in the volume of manu- 
fcripts marked 192, of the king’s library (for the French 
Mercury mentions only the four laft, which are abridged 
and.related in an hiftorical manner, and fays not a word 
of the firft) believes that in them may be found proofs 
that the criminal endeavoured to impofe upon his judges, 
and did not make a full confeffion; and that his judges, 
on their fide, feemed to be afraid of afking him how he 
came 
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came to be known to the duke of Epernon. He has not 
the leaft doubt, of Ravaillac’s having been in Italy, al- 
though he conftantly denied it. The pieces relating to the 
procefles of La-Coman, and captain de La-Garde, feem 
to him to prove very clearly, that the plot of the paricide 
was laid at Naples in the year 1608 ; and that, at one 
and the fame time, they laboured to fecure the fuccefs of 
it in Italy, Spain, Flanders, and France. To this he 
adds, that the duke of Epernon, and the marchionefs of 
Verneuil, met feveral times at St. Jean en Greve ; that 
they had been heard to fay fomething relating to their 
fcheme, and that Henry IV. himfelf was informed of it: 
but that this prince, either through a blind fecurity or an 
excefs of goodnefs, neglected this information. 

Thofe who have obferved that the duke of Sully, in 
fome paffages of his Memoirs, confefled that he does not 
declare all he knows on this fubject, may in thefe words 
find fome grounds for fufpicions: but indeed in all thefe 
there is nothing fufficiently clear nor pofitive, to make it 
allowable, upon fuch hints, toaccufe this or that perfon ; 
and, at prefent, the beft thing that can be done, is to 
draw a veil over this myftery of iniquity, and, if poffible, 
to confign for ever to oblivion this fhocking period of our 
hiftory. We ought to take this part, although it were true 
what fome perfons are fully perfuaded of, that there are 
two or three cabinets in Paris which are able to throw fome 


new lights upon this fact. Thofe who are pofleffed of 


fuch papers, are greatly to be praifed for concealing them 
with fo much care ; and it would be well if they could 
refolve to confign them to the flames. 

Throughout this whole detail, I have not quoted Vit= 
torio Siri ; not that he makes no mention of the affaflina- 
tion of Henry IV. and the trial of Ravaillac, Mem. Ree 
cond, Vol. JI. p. 246, but he does it in fo negligent a 
manner, and like a man foill informed, and even fo pre- 
judiced againft the perfon of Henry IV. and his maxims of 
government, that his teftimony deferves to have no weight. 
{ fhall only obferve here, that it is his opinion abfolutely, 
that Ravaillac had no accomplices. 
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